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Bible Society before hie goos, in order te, furnieli hiniseif with a supply of the
Holy Soriptures, witli which te, further the work of his ministry, and tu
second the efforts of hie living voice. I confees that te my mind this i8 the
most interesting-I had almost said the most important-part of the work of
the Society. The work of the mission field could absoluteiy not be carried on
without the Bible Society. Wliatevar societies are at work, and to whlatever
religieus community they rnay bolong, they all turn to the Bible Society, as
te, an armory from wvhiclî they draw the great wveapon of their warfare, "lthe
sword of the Spirit, whieh is the word of God," in order that their ministTy
amongst the heathen nations of the world may, by God's mercy, become
effectual.

In the work we are carrying on in connectien with this Society there je a
great deal, as you know, te, encourage us. You have only te, read any one of
the reports of this Society te see hew wenderfully God is blessing the work
in which we are eiigaged. But on the other hand, no doubt, there is a great
deal that may discourage us. I arn inclined to, think, as regards our home
work, that the children are not now se, well instructcd in the Lloly Scriptures
as they were some time ago. I may b3 wrong ; I hope so; 'but my impression
je that the Bible occupies a lese prominent position in the teaching, of the
young than it did even t-wenty or thirty years ago. And, if this be so, it le
a very serious and incalculable lees, for it is in the years of youth that we
flnd the seed-timfe for the spiritual life, and the word of God sown j» the
tender hearts of the young is more likely, at least that je ail we dare to Say,
in God's good time te spring up and bear fruit, than whien it fails upon the
harder soil of the seul that lias corne into much contact with the wvorld and
its cares, its pleasures, and is sins. If, therefore, I amn riglit, I feel that this
je a very serious discouragrement to us, and one which ive ought te do our
utmost te remedy. We cannot conceal from ourselves the fact that in many
of our echools now the time allotted for the teacbing of the Bible is very
mucli lese thaii it ought to be. The manner in which the Bible is taught je
very much lees satisfaetory than it used to, be. Even whare the word ofi God
is read, in many cases there ie ne attempt te bring home its teachinges te, these
infant minde. and, su long as this continues, I feel that the Bible Society is
working with a very considerablo dlifficulty in its wvay, and that even the
circulation of Bibles in the homes of the poorest of our fellow-ceuntrymen je
serieusly counterbalaneed by inadequate instruction of the chidren. I trust
that better days are ceming te us, or that we shaîl fiud some other ireans,
net only in our Sunday echeols, but in other ways, of bringing home te the
hearte of the c.iildren those truthe cencerning their salvation -which they used
once te lear» in their day sehools, and which we muet try te supply te them
now in other places and in many other ways.

There je another' difficulty and anether discouragement of, I cenfees, a
very serieus kind -%hich we have te, face nowadays. There je encouragement
certainly in thie, the greateet of ail perhaps, that neyer in mny own lifetime-
se, far as I have hadl epportunity of iorming an opinion-has there been se,
widespread and se dleep-seatedl a 'ý. Àre te understand the word of God as in
the present day. 1 learned that inii ny experience as a parish c.lerg',yman ; I
hear a great deal te, confirrn it even now frorn my brother clergy. I believe
that that je God's epecial work in the present day,. and that lie lias stirred the
hearts ef hie people, by a very direct influence of lis Holy Spirit, te hun,ý,er
and thirst for a kn&bvledge of the word of God. That je a great encourage-
ment te us, and it is a matter for the deepeet tliankf ulness. I muet say I
-hold it te be a primary duýy of every minister of Christ and hie chiefeet
happinees t<.. help hie people te know and understand the word of God ; and
beet and whiheeter oa-the i exposin of the plivn tmeaninghi and pctca

hast and hheveste forrn ahe texposion oftbe plin teann andm thcisj thI eachincg of the pages of God'e word. But, unfortunately, as we knowv, in
tliese days there lias arisen a seheel of thoughtful and weil-meaning men who


