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people -%ith injustice and tyranzî , lie cuuld be lawfullv dethroned
and cast down fromn bis place of powver.

Sonie historians try to t;.-ll us that thet Renaissance of the Fif-
teenthi Century restored t.he unity ofl civilization broken bw the
Mediveval tinie. No statenient could be more unjust and erroneous.
Betwe-en the civilization of anicient Ronme and that of modern Europe
tiiere can be possibly no comparison, for thev are things of entirely
différent kiiîds. The périods eînibraced between the Fifthi and Thir-
tecntlî Centuries, saw a On±w creation of every sphere of life on eii-
tirely new principles. Th(. fact that sorne of the (ireek and Latin
poets of tlic old day rcceived a new impetuis at tlie tume of the Rt-
naissance, caon in no ýýense mean a resuming, of prechristiani civiliza-
tion.

Thc old Roman sehenie of society recoglnized only two classes
of meni, slaves and citizens. But in tlîc Thirteenth Centurv we set
the conception, birth and growth of an ý!ntirelv new order in lîunan
societv-a-n order that could neyer have lîcen evolved fron the old
Roman systemn-the grca t Middle Class. Thc birtb of tie MN-iddle
Class is on'- of thé rnost niomentous events in historv. This new
class of nmen ivas destined to control, and now actually does control
the affairs of the ^world, for its powecr rests on worth and intelli-
gence rather tlhan on wvealth or birth.

As -- necessarv conse quence of the birth of the powerful Middle
Class, t',ere imnîediately rose popular representative g-ovemnient,
the ordsmost clîerishud political treasure. And \vc owe it to tlie
Tliirtenth Centurv, tha~t age of vast creative genius. Every school-
boy knows well those two red-letter dates in the History of Eng-
land, dates -,which- mark the beginning of bier greatness as a nation
-i2i15, wlîcn Stephien Langton securcd to Eng lishimen foi ail tumes
tlîat guaraintcc of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, the
Magna Charta; aund T 2F>4 , , when Simon de Montfort sunioned tv.o
discreet representatives from nîcd town and citv and begot the Eng-
lish Parlianient. Wbat precious institution lias England that she
does not owe to the sons of lier prereformation davs?
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