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with the unseen and eternal. The true worshipper
must worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for
such the Father secketh to worship Him. Outward
conditions may help or hinder true devotion, but
they can never constitute real worship. Neverthe-
less the conditions ought to be such that they are
in harmony with the parpose for, which Christians
assemble on the first day of the week. The sermon
is an important part of the scrvice. Pcople nced
instruction in the doctrines of Christianity, they
neced the appeals of the Gospel, they require its
warnings, its comforts, its consolations and itsinspir-
ing hopes, but the sermon is not everything. Wor-
ship is an cssentialand most important part of Chris-
tian service,

Why is it that in our Churches the flame of a
vital picty docs not burn brighter, and why do our
public devotions lack the warmtlf that ought to be
diffused in every worshipping assemblage? It is
not that its importance is denicd, it is too gen.
crally overlooked. The stiffness and rigid decorum
of other days is not now apparent, but in its place
we have a listless impaticnce, wishing that the ser-
vice may soon be over, and in no casc excced by a
few moments its prescribed limits. We need to
cultivate the habit of reverence more, and to
recalize that the object for which we visit the house
of God is that we may praise Him and hold com-
munjon with Ilim and with our fellow worshippers
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Whatever tends to
chill the atmosphere of devotion ought to be care-
fully avoided, and whatever helps it should be as
carcfully cultivated. The conscientious pastor is
careful in his preparation and conduct of this part
of the service.  The songs of Zion are selected that
they may be in harmony with the theme to which
he dcsires to turn the thoughts of his hearers.
Where extemporary prayer is the method adopted,
he does not leave that most important part of public
worship to the moment but reflects on the petitions
most fitting for his congregation to be presented at
the throne of grace. The reading of the Scriptures
as a part of public worship is not overlooked. Here,
ton, it is desired that the portions selected should
have a direct bearing on the subject of discourse,
and for reproof, correction and instruction in right-
eousness.

However devout and adaptive the worship may
be as conducted by the minister, that will not make
a devout congregation if the spirit of devotion is
nct developed among the people. The goad old
plan of family worship at which on the Sabbath
morning special petitions for blessing on the min-
ister and on the services of the day were offered
up is found to be eminently helpful to a devout and
worshipful frame of mind. Nor should a silent
invocation beomitted. Might not devotional fervour
in public worship be advanced by the people join-
ing more heartily in the service of song? Fine
instrumentalization and choral singing may be very
artistic, and not without their refining and elevating
effect, but there is great devotional power and pos-
sibilities in Christ’ 1 song. Let us not lose the
spiritual benefit of worship by indifference and
unconcer, “ Let more of reverence in us dwell.”

A PROBLEM OF THE TIME.

HE magnitude of Foreign Mission work, and
the imperative duty of undertaking it, are
more clearly discerned as this century is in its last
decade than since the first age of Christianity.
There is a growing enthusiasm, a steadier purpose,
and more systematic effort in its prosecution than
the Church of Christ has experienced for centuries.
As yet we are, comparatively speaking, but at the
beginning of this recognition of .one of the essen-
tial functions of Christianity. It claims to be the
religion of humanity, and the Christian Church is
under the most solemn obligation to make these
claims good by untiring and self-denying activity.
Past and present experiences make it no less evident
that unceasing effort has to be maintained to keep
the conquests that the Gospel has achieved, In the
older civilizations there is an element of deteriora-
tion that makes itself felt in the sum of misery and
wretchedness that is painfully observable in the
most advanced Christian countries. In the leading
capitals of the Christian world there is an amount
of heathenism nearly as degraded as. can be found
in lands where the light-of divine truth_has not yet
penetrated. There is a virtual paganism‘in London
and New York that in its essential features differs

but little from that existing in Calcutta or. Pekin..
The claims of the far-off heathen-world- have
not diverted attention from the clamant needs of the
dense populations-of city slums. There are mission-
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aries as devoted, as sclf-sacrificing as any in the
foreign ficld labouring with success among the des-
titute and degraded in our cver-crowuad cities,
Not a few whose social condition removes them from
the class that inhabits the worst parts of great cities
are dcvoting time and mecans to the ameliora-
tion of the sad lot of thousands who, but for the
sympathetic influences of Christian philanthropy,
would have parted with hope for cver. Onc of
such labourers in this ficld has been visiting in Can-
ada. Lady Somecrsct came to this countinent to be
present at the meeting of the Woman'’s Christian
Temperarce Union in Boston. With experienced
and bencvolent eyc she has been looking on the
misery and degradation that make their presence
felt in this new world, She is able to institute
comparisons between the wretchedness that exists in
London and its counterpart in New York. Though
the extent is greater in the Erglish capital, yct the
growth of poverty, destitution and vice is more rapid
in the leading commercial city of this continent.
She discerns a more healthful symptom in New
York than in London : the degradation of woman is
not at least outwardly so apparent in the former. The
abandonment of sclf-respect is not so great. In this
therefore there is more hope of being able to help
those whose better feelings have not been deadened
than is usually the case with such as have bidden
good-bye to outward respectability. Lingering re-
gard for public opinion also helps as a detertent to
sinking lower. Lady Somerset, however, finds that
in some respects the difficulties to be overcome are
greater in the new world than in the old. Rents
are higher for even the worst places into which human
beings can be crowded, and she concludes that as a
means of civilization the tenement housc system is a
failure, The housing of the toiling masses, however,
in a city situated as is New York is a difficult pro-
blem. Property values are necessarily high, and it
would be extremcly difficult to provide accommoda.
tion for the working population within easy reach
of the working centres. Nevertheless a home for
each family lies cssentially at the foundation of a
true Christian civilization. All classes of the com-
munity send their quota to swell the'-numbers of the
unfortunate, the poor, the miserable and the criminal
population, but from the nature of the case many are
drawn from the artisan class. It is of importance,
therefore, that a decent home from which «ll com-
fort is not excluded should not be beyond tie reach
of the toiling masses. Nor is it outside the range
of possibility that new social and economic condi-
tions may be evolved, when it will not be next to
impossible for the toiler to have such home accom-
modation for his family that"they will at least be
shielded from the incentives to evil that overcrowded
dwellings inevitably entail.

It is said, and reasonably, that not a little of the
misery and wretchedness existing in the larger cities
on this continent is due to the quality of the emi-
gration that is landed on its shores. Itis also true
that much of it is directly traceable to shiftlessness,
vice and crime, and that, therefore, it is self-inflicted.
Very true, but dces not the human brotherhood in
its ample sweep comprehend such as these?
Christianity recognizes no pariahs. Christ came to
seek and to save that which is lost. Modern civili
zation, by the law of self-preservavion, cannot be in-
different to the abnormal growth of a proletariat. It
is & question of practical Christian philanthropy how
to raise the submerged tenth. Itis clear that larger
and more systematized effort must be directed to
the solution of this present-day question than has
yet been attempted. < _neral Booth’s plan has dem-
onstrated that the case is nothopeless. Lady Som-
erset, like every candid thinker, recognizes that the
only power adequate for the work is a vital practical
Christianity. Ip a recent communication, in which
she brings this pra. ical problem to the notice of
readers, she incidentally remarks that “ Christianity
to-day has ceased to be a religion of creeds.” To
one animated by so pure a Christian spirit and so
thoroughly in earnest in her good work, much might
be forgiven were it necessary. In making this re-
mark, however, she is only repeating a thoughtless
common-place, She immediately proceeds to speak
of the ethics of the Sermon on the Mount, What is
a creed? Itis whatonebelieves. Without belief in
the divine verities, philanthropy will only he fitful
and evanescent. Great fault need not be foui'd with
the creeds. What is required is the carrying vut of
thern in the ordinary affairs of every-day life,
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Books and Magaiines.

IT is said that Mr. E. W, Kemble has for years wished to illuse
trate * Uncle Tom's Cabin.” He has now doneit, and with what
success is shown in the two besutilul volumes of the Holiday Edition
of this wotld.famous story.

IN the Atlantic Menthly for January will be printed a collection
of letters written by John Stuart Mill while conducting the Westrmn-
ster Reveer.  This penédu:nl. under his editorship, was one of the
most important reviews of Eagland, and these letters throw a pleasant
light on & famous maa.

FooTHoLDs FOR FAiTit's FRET is the title of a small book which
will appeat about the end of this week, ftom the pen of Rev. W. H.
. Boyle, UL.A., Iatc of Knox Church, St. Thomas. Mr. Boyle was
forced to abandon his wotk in the fall of 1890 Lecause of senous
broochial trouble, and is now in Colorado. Since tesiding therz he
hi s Lust theuse of his voice fur public service, and, sceking to carry on
his work of ministty, tesotts now to the use of his pen. The book
will contain six illusteative lectuces from & popular coutse, and is pub-
lished by Wm. Biiggs, Methodist Booktoum, Tusunto.

Tue sixth and final volume of ** The Century Dictionary ™ is just
teady.  Atlention s called to the impressive fact that while the pre-
face issucd with the first pact is dated May t, 1889, and the supple.
mentary nute to the preface issued with the last pait is dated Ociober
1, 1891, Letween these dates has Leen published, in twenty-four
pans. a dictionaty of 7,046 latge quarno pages, cuntamning, from the
printet’s point ol view, two thirds as much mauce as the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, and including atout §00,000 definiions of vver
215,000 wutds, 50,000 defined phrasces, 300,000 tlustrative quota-
tions and 8,000 cuts.

Binix Crass AvbRresses.  Beang Seven Addresses to the Young
People of Chalmers Chuich, Woodstcek, Ont. It 1s evident that
special pains bave been taken to interest and iustruct the youog people
ot Mt McKav's congregativn. Toeic wants and sspuaions have
Leen cacelully considered.  The subjects brought uncer the notice of
the young people, and now printed in collected form, are : ** Houw lo
study the Bible,” by R-v. W. A, McKay, B.A.; “ Good Measure,”
by Prineipal Huston 3 * Man the Architect of his own Fortune,” by
A. S. Shuric s **Our lofluence,” by Mis. John Weir ; ** Duty,” by
M. Brownlee, M.D. ; **What is Man?" by Peincipal Gatvin, and
* The Bible and Amusements,” Ly Rev. W. S, Mclavish, B.D. The
addresses ate short, pithy and practical.

Tue BooxMax. (Locdon: Hodder and Stoughton,)—This new
literary ventute has bound:d to the front with one leap. So great
has the demand for it beep that the fisst number issued, in October,
has reached a fourth ednion. It cuntains s great abundance of gen-
cral hitetary news and cruicism, and gives a ful) hist of works in all
departments issued duting the month. judging from the numbess
that bave alieady appeared, it fully desetves the wide and cordial wel-
cume it has received. It s understood to be under the management
ol Rev. \V, Robestson Nicol, I ™, who has achieved not a little well-
deserved tenowa from his successful editorial supetinteadence of the
“ Expositot’s Bivle,” and the marked ability with which he has
edited the Britisk $Weckly.

SBLECT No14s. A Commentary on the International Lessons
for 1892. By the Rev. F. N, Peloubet, D.I,, and M, A. Peloubet.
(Bostun : W. A, Wilde & Co.; Toronto: fohn Young, Upper Can-
ada Tract Depository.)—A high practical value attaches ic the series
of ** Select Notes.”" They bave stood the test of experience and have
been found most helpful to the Sabbath school teacher. 7The series
for the coming year 1s cqual to any that has preceded it. The sub-
jects of study are selected from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel,
Psalms and Acts of the Apostles. As formerly, the Notes are arranged
as explanatory, illustrative, doctrinal and practical, with illustrations,
maps, pictures, chronology of the Old Testament, Chrooology of the
Acts, suggestions to teachers and library tefetences. The intelligent
Sabbatb school teacher who desires a compact and condensed prasen-
tation of all that pertains to the weekly lessons cannot well be without
the work.

Tz OLD AND Naew TESTAMENT STUDRNT. (Harstford, Coan.;
The Swudent Publishiog Company.)—This scholarly moathly has
much that is valuable to the students of the Sacred Scriptures. It is
to be noted that it has oot a little sympathy for the methods 1a vogue
amung the higher critics. The December number has & new (eatute.
It gives as a frontispiece =n excellent portrait of Professor
Llewelyn Joan Evaus, D.D., LL.D., in Lane Theological Seminary,
Cincinnati, and a finely appreciative sketch of his life and work by
Professor McGiffert. Other papers of intetest are: ** A Stage in
Paul’s Spititual Development : Ao Irquiry,” by Professor Sziall;
¢ A Question of Space,” by Rev, Wm. H, Cobbs * The Proverbs o

e Bible and Other Proverbs,” by George S. Goodspeed, Ph.D. .
* The Bible in English Life and Letters—IIL," by J. G. K.McClure,
D.D,, and *‘*Iaductive Study of the Foundiog of the Christian
Church,” by Mr, C. W. Votaw. There is, in addition to these, much
intormation that is both interesting and useful.

Soncs or THx HuMaN. By William P. McKenzie. (Toronto :
Hart & Co.)—Possibly an over-fastidious taste might object to the
title of this eaquisite litle work. It no doabt expresses the author's
intent, but it seems slightly indefinite and uneuphonious. This, how-
ever, is probably the severest thing that can possibly be said of a book
that deserves a high and perhanent place ia Canadian poetic litera-
ture, Mr. McKeazie is gifted with the vision and the faculty divine.
He has the clear insight of the genuine, poet, and sings of pure and
lofty themes. The delicacy and subtlety of his thought is apparent,
and the cultared beauty of expression will be appreciated by all who
delight in the unioa of the true and the beautiful. The subjects on
which this true Canadian poet has written are varied, but oll of them

.of deep buman interest. He has inthis volumeassayed the dramatic. .

The theme: selected is a striking one, aud in its ‘treatment there are
en.cot touches of pwer.  The subject is the *¢ Yieldiog of Pilate.”
The book as a whole is one that cad be- cordially commended.
Mechanically, also, it makes s fioe appearance. “The bindiog, paper
and typography are excellent and tasteful, A



