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with the unscen and eternal. The truc worsbippcr
must worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for
such the Father seeth teworship Him. Outward
conditions may hclp or binder truc devotion, but
they can neyer constitute real îvorship. Nevertbe-
lms the conditions ouglit te ha such tbat they are
in harmony witli the purpose for. which Christians
assemble on thc tlrst day of the week. The sermon
is an important part of the service. People need
instruction in the doctrines of Christianity, they
need the appeals of the Gospel, tbey rcquire its
warnings, its comforts, its consolations and its inspir-
ing hopes, but the sermon is not everything. Wor-
ship is an cssential and most important part of Chris.
tian service.

Wby is it that in our Ohurches the flamec of' a
vital piety does not burn brighter, and %vby do our
public devotions lack the warmtlf tbat ouglit to be
diffiased in every worqhipping assemblage?1 It is
not that its importance is denied, it is too gen-
crally overlookcd. The stifTness and rigid decorum
of othcr days is not nov apparent, but in its place
we bave a listless impatience, wishing that the ser-
vice may soon ba over, and in no case cxceed by a
few moments its presribcd limits. We nccd te
cultivate the habit of raverence more, and to
rcalize that the abject for wbich we visit the bouse
af Ged is that we may praise Iim and bold com-
munion with IIim and with our fellow worshippars
through aur Lord Jesus Christ. Whatever tends to
chill the atmospherc of devotion ought to bc care-
ftilly avoided, and wbatevcr helps it should be as
carefully cultivated. The conscientious pastor is
careful in bis preparation and conduct ai this part
of tbe service. The songs of Zion arc sllccîad that
they may be in harrnony with the tiieme to wbich
be desires to turn the thougbts of bis hearers.
Where cxtempomary prayer is the method adopted,
ha dot-s not leave that most important part of public
worship to the moment but reflects cn the petitions
most fitting for bis congregation te bc prcsented at
the throne of grace. The reading cf the Scriptures
as a part of public worsbip is not overlooked. Here,
ton, it is desired that the portions sclected should
have a direct bearing on the subjcct cf discourse,
and for reproof, correction and instruction in right-
eousncss.

llowevcr devout and adaptive the worshil) may
be as conducted by the minister, that wiIl not make
a devout congregatien if the spirit of devotion is
nsc, developed among the people. The goDd ald
plan of faînily worship at ivhich on the Sabbath
morning special petitions for blessîng on the min-
ister and on the services of the day were offéed
up is found to bc emincntly helpful te a devout and
worshipfui frame of mind. Nor should a silent
invocation beomitted. Mightnfot devotional fervour
in public worship be advanced by the people join-
ing more heartily in tbe service cf song ? Fine
instrumentalization and choral singing may be vemy
artistic, and Èot without their refining and elevating
effect, but there is great devotional power and pos-
sibilities in Christ a- song. Let us not lose the
spiritual benefit of worship by indifference and
unconcei-., «"Let more of reverence in us dwell."

A PROBLE.4 0F THE TIME.

T HE magnitude of Foreign Mission work, and
the imperative dutv of undertaking it, are

more clearly discerned as this century is in its Iast
decade than since the first oge of Cbistianity.
There is a growving entbusiasm, a steadier purpose,
and more systematic effort in its prosecution than
the Church of Christ bas cxperienced for centuries.
As yet we are, compamatively speaking, but at the
beginning of this recognition of one of the essen-
tial functions of Christianity. t cdaimis ta bc the
religion of humanity, and the Christian Church is
under the most solemn obligation to make these
dlaims good by untirîng and self-denying activity.
Past and present experiences make it ne less evident
that unceasing effort has te bc maintained te keep
the conqucsts that the Gospel bas achieved. In the
older civilizations there is an lement of deteriora-
tien that makes itself felt in the sum of oiscry, and
wretchedness that is painfully observable in the
most advancedChristian countries. In the leading
capitals ai the Christianà world there is an amount
of beathenism n narlyas degraded as, can 'bc found
in lands where the light'af divi ne truth .has net- yet
penetrated. Theme is avirtual paganismin-Londen
and- Ncýw York that.in iti essential features.differs
but little fom that existing in Caîçutta or. Pekin.,

The dlaims of. the" far-f beathen -wold- have
not diverted attention from -the lamant needs cf the
dense populations of city-slum'-s- Therea-re iission-
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aries as devotcd, as solf-sacrificing as any in the
foreign field labouring with succcss among the des-
titute and dcgradcd in our Gier-crowued cities.
Not a fcw whose social condition removes tbcm from
the class that inhabits the wvorst parts of great citics
are dcvoting time and means to the ameliora.
tion of the sad lot of thousands îvho, but for the
sympathetic influences of Christian pbilanthropy,
would have parted with hopc for ever. One of
such labourers ini this fild bas been visiting in Can-
ada. Lady Somnerset came to this continent to bc
prcscnt at the mceting of thc Woman's Christian
Tempcrat.ce Union ini Boston. With experienccd
and benevolcnt cye she bas been Iooking on the
rnisery and dcgradation that rnake thcir presencc
flt in this newv world. She is able to institute
comiparisons bctvcen thc wrctchcdness that cxists in
London and its counterpart in New York. Tbough
the cxtent is greatcr in the Erglish capital, yct the
growtb of poverty, destitution and vice is more rapid
in the leading commercial city of this continent.
She discerns a more healtbful symptom in New
York than in London. the degradation of woman is
flot at lcast outwardly so apparent in the former. The
abandonmcnit of self-respect is not so great. In this
therefore therc is more bopc of being able to hclp
those Whose bettcr feelings have not been deadecd
than is usually the case with sucli as have bidden
good-byc to outward respcctability. Lingcring re-
gard for public opinion also helps as a deterient to
sinking lower. Lady Somerset, however, finds that
in some respects the difficulties to be overcome arc
creater in the. ncw world than in the old. Rents
are higher for even the worst places into which human
beings can bc crowded, and she concludes that as a
means of civilixation the tenement house system is a
failure. The housing of the toiling masses, however,
in a city situated as is New York is a difficuit pro.
blem. Property values arc neccssarily high, and it
would be extrctmýlydifficult to provide accommoda-
tion for the working population wthin easy rcach
of the working centres. Nevertheless a home for
eacb family lins essentially at the foundation of a
truc Christian civilization. AIl classes of the com-
munity send their quota to swcll the-numbers of the
unfortunate, the poor, the miserable and the criminal
population, but from the nature of the case many are
drawn from thc artisan class. It is of importance,
therefore, that a Jecent home from which iill com-
fort is not excluded should not bc beyond tire reach
of the toiling masses. Nor is it outside the range
otpossibility that new social and economic condi-
tions niay bc evolved, when it will flot bc next to
impossible for the toiler to have such home accom-
riodation for bis family tharthey ill at least be
shielded f rom the incentives te evil that overcrowded
dwellings inevitably entail.

t is said, and reasonably, that flot a little of the
misery and wretchedness existing in thc~ larger cities
on this continent is due to the quality of the cmi-
gration that is landed on its shores. It is also truc
that much of it is directly traceable to shiftlessness,
vice and crime, and that, therefore, it is self -inflîcted.
Very true, but dres flot the human brotherhood in
its ample swecp comprefiend such as these ?
Christianity recognizes ne pariahs. Chrisi came to
seek and te save that which is lost. Modern civili.
zation, by the law of self-preservaïion, cannot be in-
différent te the abnormal growth of a proletariat. t
is a question of practical Christian philantbropy how
to raise the submeèrged tenth. Lt is clear that larger
and more systematized effort must be directed to
the solution of this p-ç'entday question than bas
yet been attempted. .. _&iera1 Booth's plan bas dem-
onstratcd that the case is not hopeless. Lady Som-
erset, like every candid thinker, recognizes that the
only povier adequate for the work is a vital practical
Cbristianity. In a recent communication, in which
she brings this pra. ical problem te, the notice of
readers, she incidentally rernarks that " Christianity
to-day has ceased te bc a religion of creeds." To
one animated by so pure a Christian spirit and se
thoroughly -n earnest in hem good work, much might
be forgiven were it necessary. In making this re-
mark, however, she is only repeating a thoughtless
common-place. She immediately proceeds to speak
of the ethics of the Sermon on the Mount. What is
a cred.? It is what onebelieves. Without belief in
the divine verities, philanthropy will only bc fitful
and evanescent. Great fault need flot be fouA'with
the cre ds. What is required is the carying ")Ut of
the i in the.ordinamy affairs. of every-day life.
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IT hSi lsai ht Mr. E. W. Kemble bas for ycsts wishcd to illus-
tinte Il Uncle Tom's Cabin." 1Ile bas nowi donc it, and %mfilswtaat
siaccess shown in fthc two beautiftal vilusmes of the Hliday Edîticu
of this wotîcl amons smory.

IN th1e 4liantie Menthl for Januaty wil kb printedl a collection
of lptters written by John Stuart Mil while conducting the Westmmn.
ster Revters. Thtis peuaqdacal, under its editorship, wras one of the
Meost important reviews of England, and these letters throw a pleasant
light on a fassons man.

FoorîîaLnS Foit FAiTit's FRîLT is the tlaie of a smail book which
will appest about the end of this wetk, romn the pen of Rt,. W. Il.
WV. Boyle, u.A., laiteaf Knox Chtrch, 8t. Thomas. Mr. Boyle a
foiced tu abandon bis work an the (alilai s8po becasuse of seaoaas
bronchisil trouble, and is now in Colorado. Sauce resading <litre1be
lisi lait tht use i~f bs voice fui public service, and, sceking ta carry on
bis wotk of rnnistey, resotts now to the use or bis pets. The book
will contain six illustrative lectures (rom a popular course, and is pub-
lished by %Vn. llîiggs, Mttthudtst Booksoum, Tuturato.

Ttr sixth and fiual volume of I The Century Dicion.y'- s jmat
scady. Attention is calicil In the imprusire tact thaa whiic the pie-
face issued wih thtefini, part is dated blay 1, 1899, and tht supple-
mentry snute tu the preface issued wtb tht lasi liait is daied October
il à89î, betweeu these dates bas been publiàhed, in t*caty.four
parts. a dtctîonaty or 7,046 large quarto pages, cuntaanîng, liorn the
ptintet's poant of vîcw# two thirds as mucta masser as the Enc>clo-
pxJîsa llrtanaca, aud tnclsudîng about 500,000 definitaons o! uver
2àS,000w vdi, S5owOOdetined phrists, 300.000 illuiative quota-
tion$ and 8S000cuts

IîlLR CLASS AURISSKS. lJcing Severi Addresses to the Young
Pecople of Chalmers LhuschW îck, Ont. Ilsas evîdent tbat
spectal pains have bren taken tu inertst and lî,situct the young people
us Mt. IcKjtv's congiegation. Tnear wauts and aspiatiaunu haie
been carelully considercd. The subjects brought uncer the notice af
the yoiang peuple, and now ptiietd in llected faim, are: ' Huw so
study the lBie," by R-v. W. A. "lcKay, 13.A. ; IlGood Mesuit,"
by Paoincipal Huston;,IlMan the Architect ai his own Fortune," by
A. S. Shuric:-.IlOurinlfluence,"' by Mis. John W ir ; Il Duty," by
M. Iirownlee, M.D. ; IlWhat ha %In?" by Principal Garvin, and

lThelBible and Amnusemnents," tby Rev. W. S. lcT'avab, B.D. The
addresses are short, pithy and practical.

Tisi; oKàmAL (Lndn :lilodder and Stougton.)-This new
littîary veuturse bas bound:-d ta the front witb ont lesp. So gresi
bas the dernand for i beeai that bht fist number issued, in Octobçr,
bas seachcd a Iouîth edition. Il cuntains a gît abaondance af gen-
crii literary news anid cacium, and gaves a fll last of works in stil
dcpastments issued during tht montb. Judging from tht nunibets
that bave aieady appelsrtd, i fully deserves the wide aud cordial wel-
c..meile bau rce-.vett. Il tasunderstood to bc under tht management
os }tev. W. Robertson Nicol!, P r', who bas achievcd mot a little weill
deserved renown froai lu ccessful editorial superinteudetuce of tht
IExpositor's Bible," and thteoarked ability with wlich lebasb

editd the Britùh SVû-lp.

SELECT Net £& A Comuentiry on tht International Lessans
for 1892. By tht Rev. F. N. Peloabet, D. P., and M. A. Pcloubet.
<Boston; W. A. Wilde & Ca.; Toronto. John Youang, Upper Can-
ada Tract Deposlory.)-.A bigh practicai, vaille attaches ý, the stries
of"- Select Notes" Tbey have stood the test of expetience and bave
heen iouud most hlptult o tht Sabbath achool teacher. Tht series
for the cominîg yeu s equal ta any that bas ptceded ila. Tht saab.
jects af study are selected frosam sauah, Jcreiniab, Ezekiel, Danai,
Psnims and Acts of tht Apostles. As forueriy, the Notes are arrauged
as explanatory, ilîtstrative, doctrineanud practical, vrill illustratîousI
maps, pictiares, cbrouology of tht Old Testament, Chronology of the
Acis, suggestions to teachensand library reeteeces. Tht intelligent
Sabbatb ichoal teacher uho desires a compact and contlensed ptsen-
tation of eil thît pertains ta tht weekly lessous cinnot well bc watboiae
tht wok.

THE; OLI AND Naw TzsTAxENT STUOiHT. (Hartford. Conn.;
The Student Pablishing Coupany.)-This ssiuolarly ma.tbly bas
mnuch that is valuable ta the students of the Sacred Scip'.arts. Il s
tu bc uoted that il bas mot a lieUle sympatliy for thteoeetbods an vogue
amung tht higher ctitics. The December number bas it new future.
It givcs as a froutispiece Lu excellent portrait cf Professai
Llewelyu loin E, ans, D. D., LL.D., in Laet Theological Seainazy,
Cincinnati,,and a finely appreciative sketch of bis 11e aud woîk by
Prafemsr McGiffett. Other papets of iterest axe: *' A Stage in
Paul's Spititual DtVelopMett: AU Ir.quiîy,» by Pro (essor Srisl;
IlA Question of Space," by Rew. Wtt. H. Cobb -,IlTht Pio'relbs ai

'e Bible and Other Pioverbs," by George S. Goodspetd, P.D. .
IlTht Bible in English Lfe aud Ilettes-Il I.," by J. G. K. McClure,
D.D, and IlInductive Study of the Fcaanding of the Chtistian
Church," by Mr. C. W. Votaw. There is, iu addition to these, much
intormaiti-in that ia bth lnterestiug and uselul.

SaNGS OF TH& HtJr.AN. By William P. McKenzie. (Tronto:
Hart & Co.)-Possibly au cver-fastidioajs taste migha objecîta tht
title ai this exquialte hit weozk. 1% no doaabt expresses the authot's
inteut, but it seems slightly indefinite anad unenphonious. This, bow-
ever, as probably tht iseverest thiug that ca= possibly ke said cf a book
that deserves a high and perluanent place in Canadian poe tic litera-
turc. Mt. McKenuie is gified with the vision and the faculty divine.
Ht bas théeclear iusight ci the genune, poct, and sings of pure and
lcfty themes. The delicacy and subtlety of bis thought is apparent,
aisi the cultared bennty af expression wil kb appreciaed by ael wlao
delight ini tht toma cof Uhe truc and the beattiful. Tht subjects on
which thia truc Canadian poet bas witten are varied, but ail cf'tht.s
of deep honizteicit. He bas luthis vluoeeasaayed the dra.atic..
The themr selected la n strikiug one, and in its'treatment there are
evk.ent touches of p3awer. The subject as the 41 ièlditiàofPîlate."
Tht bock -ua nwloW e laoeethat eau bc cordlnlly commuendedà.

Mchànicai, iso, it anakes fn fueapeace. 'The biudiag ppe
nud typoüapby are excellent and taatef'sl.


