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ýB ITIziCIAN, jority ai aur people. The assertion that liberty of
- speech wvould be endangcrcd by stopping the flow

an Sabbath afternaons in the Park is taa, absurd
b[l8birt(; Cý. , IttM, for discussion. The people af this cou ntry arc in

TORONTO. fat more danger from too much talk than from too
filie. If the quantity cauld bc reduced onc.lialf
and the qualîty impravcd the people would gain

an Advance. greatiy by the change.
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DR. DEWART scores splendidly when he says,
Lrplying ta Dr. Langtry's assertion that the'

Church authorities favoured the WVesleyq in~ early
life and neyer withdrew their help until the WVeleys;
wvcnt asfray*

It is a humiliating confession to make, even if it were
truc, that wbile' the Wesleys were ritualists the Cbarcb
favoured tbcm, but aftcr they were convcrtcd and began ta
sur the stagnant lité of England by calling men 10 repent-
ance, the authoriis wthdrew theïr countenance.
ht is humiliating-very humiUiatng indeed. The
Vveslcys stood vell witb the Church authorities un-
titt hev becarne canvertcd, and thcn rhey lost the
favour of the clerics who claim ta have desccndcd
fromn Paul in a right line. Convcrted Episcopalians
wiIl hardly thanl, Dr. Langtry for tbis confession.

A T this season of the year aur Mcthodist friends
begin to '«invite " pastors and the pastors

accept, s;ubject of course ta the action of Conference
If the invitatinn-of course it would nnt do to çay
call--works right in june and bringç the newv man
ater Conference, ali is ivell. If the invitation fails,
as it rmay fail from any onc af a dozen causes, there
is likely ta, be somc friction. Our Mlethodist Friends
seem ta be considerably cnamoured îith the invita-
tion business. Perhaps U~ they krtcw as much about
it as some Preqbyterians dc% they %vould flot be so
anxiauç ta take a viank out cfI the Preshyterian
platform. Many thaughtful Presbyterians whio have
had niucb ta do with giving cails and wbo have
watched closely the wvay the thing is often done have
littie or na faith in the systcm. The only reasan they
have for not denouncing it is the difficulty af finding
anything better.

PRINCIPAL- GRANT'S recently published lec-Sturc on Imperial Federation illustrates in a
striking rnanner the statement made ini aur last
issue ta the effect that many eminent Can-idians as.
zume that ouu present politLal position cannai be
permanent. Refcrring ta the comprehensiven.ýss af
the Imperial Federation League the Iearned Princi-
pal said -

We include ail truc Conservai'es, for out aim is tu con-
serve the state. We include ail truc Reformers, for aur aim
is to reforma admitted inequalities. We inrlude ail the men
wbo founded the Canada First Party, for they sec that ours
is the only way 10 have Canada first or ta have Canada at
ail. We have with us Xatuon~%Ntmonal Policy men
and Fàiee Tradcrs We count on out side the ieading states
ninao both parties and of the tbird party as w?!ll
If Imnperial Federatian is the oniy way ta have "Ia
Canada at ail," without Imperial Federation whai ?
Extinction ? Annexation > What ? Presumably
the learned Principal is speaking for the League as
well as for himseif. The fact that such men as
Principal Grant, Dalton McCarthy, Professor Wel-
don and others of equai eminence think there will
be no Canada at al unless Imperial Federation
takes place might wvell lead us ta pause and ask
what nexi if Imperial Federation does nat take
place?________

S the weatber grows wîarm the discussion aneniA holding meetings in the Queen's P;ark will
graov warm aiso. Ali the aid arguments in favour
nf frecdom af speech wiIl be brought up and hurled
for the thousandtJi time at everybndy who dares tri
,;ay that Toronto shouid have a quiet Sabbath
Stopping the Sunday shouting in the Park wil! bc
zailed eniering the thin end af the wedge which is
ta, stifle freedom aof speech in Canada! People wba
talk in this way canveniently forget thai men wha do
flot want ta hear have rights as well as those who
wish ta speak. The citizen who wishes ta, take his
wife and children through the Park without having
their cars spli' wfth park orato'y has as much right
ta have bis way as the howling secularist wha
denounces everything bcld sacred by the great ma-

C OMbIENT[NG an the future af aur countryaur esteemcd cantemporary the Halifax
lVitiless says,

The very best way t.) save aur own cenuntry and to secure
for it a worthy destiny is ta do aur duty ta God and mans day
after day.
Truc, no doulit, but some days came round when aur
people differ somewhat seriously in regard ta the
patbi ai duty. On polling day, for cxample, anc
voter tbinks he should support Rcciprociiy and
another is quito certain he sbould hclp ta maintain
the N.P. One distinguisbcd citizen consiclers il lis
duty ta charge a large number ai bis fellotv-citi7ens
wih treasan and the citizens sa chargcd ihin k it their
dut>' ta say the charge is false. A religiaus journal
considers utsed in the path af duiy whcn ;t more
than hints tbat thc Maritime Provinces are venal
and that Sir Charles Tupper baught theni up. The
Wihimss tbinks utsel1ini the path oi duty wbcn it

declares that the I;easide Provinces; votcd as tbey
did tn ernphaçi7e ther lnyahty Wi" are ail viling.
or at lcast proiess ta lbc wilting. tri do aur duty. but
aur ideas ai duty are sa différent that wvcocme ipnto
collision If aur excellent canicmporary can sug-
gest some method by whicb wc can came ta some-
thing more like agreement in regard ta duiy we
might perhaps get an liciter. The recipe ai 'he
Witnfss is jusi a litIle too gencral ta do mucb goï..il

in urnes like these.

THE venerable president afiToronto University
Tdoserves Uic îhanks ai aIl intelligent Chris-

tians for bis tiniely remarks ai Uic closing exercises
in Knox Coliege the other dayv. Sir Daniel is ai
the opinion that when a man undertakes ta defend
Cbristianiy ho should bave sanie special qualifica-
tions far the work. Most undoubiedly he shauld.
Christianity perhaps suffers more irom the crudo
and imbecile atîempts made in ils defence than
from the attacks of its opponients. It doos not by
any means folaow ihat because a man may bie a good
Christian, a gaod general scbolar and a good
preacher that ho is qualified ta defend the truth on
any special line an which it may bli attacked. Nor
does it follaw that liecause a minister niay bliea
good ail round man that ho is qualified ta defend
success.fully the speciai doctrines ai his own Church.
Not long ago wve heard a mast estimable Presliyter-
ian lady declare ibat she nover ha.d a daubi about
a certain doLirine beld by ail Prebbyterians unti she
read an article, wc shall nut say wbere, defending
tho doctrine. Who bas not rcad articles on baptismn,
Church government and aiher cantraverted doc-
trines, that sbowed mosi conclusively in cvery lino
and between thec unes ibat the writers bave ncyer
read even thc ordinary literature ai bis subjoci. 'n
fact mon wbo bave read scarcely anything an a SL.,-
ject and nover thought seriousiy about it at aIl are
ofien far morei iikeiy tu got mbt a wontroversy about
àl than those who have. la these days bpecii wurk
should usually lie donc liy specialisis. No hard-work-
ing pastor need lie ashamed toa dmit ibat ho has
not mastered ever>' question discussed in reviews.
I be ried ta do that bis cangregation wouid, soon

go ta pieces. ________

T HF. Premier ai Ontario seems ta ho pushing
thc tbeory of equal rigbts ta ils extreme

limit îvhen he proposes legisiation ta enable tho
staff officers ai thc SalvatiGn Army ta solemnize
marriages. Assuniing, as Mr. Mowat did when in-
troducing his Bill, that the army is practically a
relig'ious denomination, il did not requiro tbo Pre-
mior's well-known reasaning power fa prove that
someliady in tho denamination should bave author-
ity ta perform thc marriage ceremnony. A good
mnany Ontario citizens nethcr b.- igh churcbmen nor
fools bave grave doulits as ta whetber tbe army can
be callod a roligiaus denomination, and a gaod many
mure are reasonalily certain that i should flot. he
Prenier bimsolf seemed tu have sumne iingering
doubts about the propriety ai bis moasuro for ho
was careful ta, point"aut that bis Bill gave auuîariîy
la anly iorty-one staff-officers while there wcîe 588
field officers wba received fia such authority. Oi
cours,: the Biliwill becomne law. Al.nosi anything
in tbe d;rection of extending thceilierty ai Lte
subject is certain ta, become-law these days. Mr.
Woad was ai the opinion that thec poratians of thc
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afficers in the rnarrying lino should be confincd 10

their awn propjle ana mr. Meredith askeâ vbcthera
femnale staff.oiicer was ta have the samie powcr under
the Act as that posscssed by the maIes. So (iu
that is ail the czi! cism the Bill bas cvokd-a gooa
deal less than is otten given ta a clause in the Drain.
age Act. Now that the Bill is certain ta bccome
law %ve rcspectfully suggcst that aur rulcrs inscrt a
clause forbidding thc army ta disturb the worship of
the other dcnominations on the Lord's Day .4A
body ai people rccogni-. cd by Iatv and whose
officers arc authorizcd b>' law ta solemnize marri.
ages should nat bc in any localit>' a nuisance.

UNEMPL OYED MINIS TERS.

IN sanie lands a fcw ycars ago the cry was that
thcrc ivas danger that the ranks ai thc Chris.

tian ministry would bc dcpletcd by inadcquacy or
numbers of suitable young men oficring thcmselves
f or the work. The cry wcni up that attendance at
the thcalogica! scminarics was ialling aff. Young
men ai ability, we wec assured, %verc dirccting
their thaughts ta other sphercs ai usefulness wher
there would lic licter scope for their er.ergies and
ambition. From this il -;as inferred that in pietîy
Icarning and general fiiness for thte pastoral offke
thc Church would lic impovcrished. The fears then
entertaincd have not been vcrified In-stead lf
diminution thcrc bas been a gencral increase in a
tendance at the theological scminarics in the L'nited
States. In Canada the sanie improvemeni hak
been noticcable. For thc last fcw years it has iee
a standing item in mosi if flot al ai aur college re.
ports, that attendance on the thealogical classes ham
been larger than ever liciare. In addition ta thii
the recent Foreign Missianary revival, which is ),et
;n full force, bas had the cifect ai bringing out au
unprecedented number ai volunteers for service inUcforeign mission field. Sa far as wealth in mec
is conccrned, there is no room fur indulging in the
apprehensions sa common a icw years aga. TG,
make the satisfaction complete, however, i would
be necessary ta have a cammensurate increase in
the dévotion of means ta mal<e the services of those
suitable for the wvork available. The doors of
lieathendom have been opcntd for the missionarici
af thc cross. Men and womnen full of carnesi con
secration in large numbers have came forwvard and
offered tbemselves. Now the need is for money
sufficienita send forth and mainiain ibis advanced
army for the canquest af the world for Chrst.

In Uic aider lands the fear is not that the sup.
ply ai minisiors may fail, but that too many aut
crowding ia the ranks. In Scoiiand, ail the
tbree Presbyterian Churches have fair more minis
terial labourers than they can find employmemt for
The sanie is truc ai the Englisb Church, and of tht
Nonconformist bodies as weil. A writer in tht
Iriijk WedI1.ybas been calling attention ta the
fact that in the Congregational and Baptlst
Churches the ministerial ranks are avercrawded In
the lasi number hie prescris several facts gathered
from thc latest officiai returns which are painfülly
suggestive. From bis examination are climinated
the number ai those who have gone abroad, or who
have abandoned tbq sacred calling because of theàr
unfitness for its dlties. The colleges from %vhicý
the Cungregational ministers bave graduated ane
given, and it appears ihat about ono-third ai the
ministers have roceivod no spocial education in any
of t.he regular institutions. The total number di
unemplayed ministers in the Crngregational Church
in England is given as 622. The entire numberon
the listiis 2,728, thus showing tbat nearly twenty-
îhree per cent. are without employmont. The writel
thinks that a deduciion oughita liec made ai thoe
wr-a may bc engaged in teaching and in î'ari(wL
forms ai denominational work. Wher this ig dnt
hDwover, there stili reniain 5,-2 ninisters withnut
chargt. Of ibis numbe.r 35, have licen in the min.
istry for ovor thirty yearS, 265 bad cammence
tbeir ministry wiihin that poriod, and fiury-five hid
been in the ministerial ranks for less than teui yeMS-
Oi course a number ai thoso who had been lorg in
the pastorale were incapacitaied tbrougb age and in-~
frrrity and no langer able for active work, but the
majarity ai them a!re still fiited to render gond ser
vice if only work could be had. The numberof
vacant churches is relaiively small, 327, - and of thtif
a considerabie proportion are nat in a position tO
maintain a settled pastor. The writer remarks'
-The sad trutb, therefore, is, that if every chuc

ivere seitled with a pastar thore would be still huc.'
dreds ai Independent ministers without any P0O5*
bility ai seulement, as there are no churches fci
them."

It is evident that the sanie tendenicy ta discali
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