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[Dtîriîîg a faggy journcy. lKingsle) otitce otliparc' the r 0-d
tai the tiiglîv-ý.y ai lite, wlîcrcin tlîe travellea- icels lus way froant
pillar tai post, doubtiuîg, stuaibling, soaictiincs iaissiaig the
track, but îe.r athig hontîe t last 'I'haak Gu, said K'ings-
ley Tiletc's lways liglit caîaugli for that "J

Oii! wandcriuig iîlgriîuî thlroîgh the aiis,
Al l111111 going !

Thec iigliîuwinds t il rvc lice as tlicy list,
Noa stars arc shtiwing.

riîte bl.ak starii blotvs athwvait tliy w.îy,
L.ing Wlit the chariot,% or the day.

V'et faini <bthoncver,
1- tlAiti itie thickcst cloîîds nîay Aoje,

The shado%îs sevcr,
ricie'!,LLilit enougli oi lu la i s ,,

N'ow andl for ever.

Tluiaîc outstretclied hands seiii slire.sd an vaai,
htli undiscening,

.Siuic clasn to meet tine owaii agaan,
Sa belpless yearninag,

For scinsc knows naugt a ofw%cr orcaire,
ro guide tbec throsagh tîhc btter tir,

Anîd save frrnt turntng,
N'ci trust, for at thy îremrbling treaih,
l)awai stoops the love more strong titan ilcaîli,

Vca, trust, thounaaiiy.
Theieslight cnriugti ur pu%-r .aîd faid,

In jah cmosiblndi>.

t)cepî slrouded arc <lie Ihapiiylowcrs,
That shone to clicer tliec,

-Nt, voue anirl thc %hadlowy liaurs,
Rings oiit o steer dite,

1 lait blindcd iii the rifting rain
Each onward step secmrs quite in vai

Vet ever near thec
Abides tlie encerness unpriced

Ta pilgrinweary,
Thcrc's ight enoîîgliî Iatoîîclîthe (lirisi,

In days mast drcary. -

Luol, al beyon 1 liie'ç g.s'bering mis,
To glory's poriai ;

Fair rise the owers of amethyst.
Oh soul sinmortaI

A reât rcmaineth, Jeep andtsset.
To patient heais, and sradiast fled,

In mcrcy given.
Su wcary, heavy-laden corne.

Lost aand iart.riveîi
Tbere's light enough <a bring hec Ihumre,

Thrnugh Christint heaven

MIETHOl>S r(F CHURCU- HWORK

To begin with, it nmay be atilirmed, I thank, tlîat aur nîcth-
ods are littie likely ta be good unhess there s a definite and
truc conception ai the aim ta be achieved. Saine entec upon
Christian work before tbey have ever set tieniîselves ta think
about what it reaîhy s they are uadertakang. Tbey are goang

-ta bc teachers in a Sunday sclionl ; but their ideas ai wbat
is involved in puttîng their landis ta stîch a task as this are
niere mnist and chaos. Iossibhy their chie( motive is ta satisfy
a certain vague sentiment tbat they should do soaîethirg re-
ligiaus, or that t s flot altogether justifiable tu bc quate out-
side ci thase wbo are called - The Workecrs." Perbaps
their sense ai the obligation they are acceptîng covers notb-
ing mare than a kînd ai a plcdge ta attend the sclîoal witb
some fair show ai regularity, ta talk ta the children about
the lesson or somethung cIsc for same thîrty minutes a week,
ta put them through thear question3 wth as near an approach
as passible ta the manners af a doiniîne, and ta sec that tbey
keep their eyes shut during tlhe prayers. Now, wbere the
conctption ai the work tsei s thus haliow and erraneous,
what can the method be, if there s method at ail, but utterly
ineffective ? I makes ai the difference un tFe %world in the
îîîatter ai mcethod wbether a preachcr's idea is that is op-
portunities are ta bc used for tlie purpose ai gratifying tbe
intellectual tastes ai is hearers, or exciting their winks and
nods ai admiraticn, or confirming thein in their dogmatic
prejudices, or belpîng thein and stuiiulating thern towards a
diviner life. If a missianary association adapts the belief
that it cxists, befare and above ail cisc, ta get inoney for evan.
gelistic purpases ; tlîat it is is chici task ta make people
gîve, williuigîy if passable, and unwllingly rather than îlot at
ail ; then, as a matter af course, ats mthods ai operation will
be vexy différent iroin those adopted by another association
\vhich believes tat ils raisonu:d'dre is abave ai l csc ta foster
an interest n and synpatby wtb the great cause ai the %world's
evangelizatian. Thcrciore, if vou want goad mtbods ai
church work, yu u must take tare tlîat you have true, clear
cancepîions ai its amins. «Make sure, first oi ail, that your
abject is such as will stand the test ai being braught face ta
face with the spirit ai thc Gospel. l)on't let mere conven-
tional ideas ai congregational and denomînational prosperity
determine your aim. Rcptidiate the naterialisin that mea-
sures evcrything by 1> S. D., and leaves nathing in its Bible
but a Book oi Numbers. Beware ai the modern idolary ai
statistics. Abjure the spirit ai ecr-lesiastical self- glorification.
lDa flot rest content unti, by dtnt oimur-h îbnught and prayer,
your work stands out before yau strongly dcfined as a mun-
tain ridge agaiaist a elcar nortbern sky, and clothed in a spiri-
tual beauty and :ruth that raakes al unwortbincss aif metbod
unpardanablc as sacrilege.

Our methods, then, should bc distanguislîed by a .wise
ecanomy af icians. I ain flot going ta champion the cause ai
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niggardliness in any scnse of the word. That, unhappilyt
(tocs not necd ta he done. Over-generosity is net the cardi-
nal vaio our modern Christianity. The facts of the case
point decidcdly in the opposite directiofi. We believe wlth
j ohn, Il Varthy is the Lamb ta reccive riches ; i but we bc-
lieve, too, a great many af us, that that particalar article ai
aur t-reed is a ancre capui i orluium, designed ta bc turncd
ta no more practical account than consists af its being en-
shrincd in a hymn and sunigfortissimo, once or twice a year,
wicen there is no collection ta bc takcn. The ccanamy that
should distinguish aour rnethods belongs ta another sphere
than tlîat ai finance. There is comparativcly snîall (langer af
aur being aill:wed ta grow very extravagant in that respect.
With lynx-cyed censors ta the right and leit ai us wvhase
noble races grow pale with rage, and whose loud voices are
prompt ta utter Cassandra-like iarebodings, when sa much
aîs anc "brawn bawbee" too rnany is expended in connec
t;on with thec work ai the Churcb ; with kindly newspapcrs
eager ta admit the captiaus grumblings ai any Adullarnite that
tn weld a goasequili, it is a difficult anatter ta go far astray

an the way ai being unduly lavish af silver and gold. But
there are other forms af waste we need ta guard against, and
tiiere are methods ai work that invalve a quite unnecessary
loss ai power. Na ane who is familinr, for examiple, with the
Ilame Mission agencies in operation amang us can daubt
that there is room for the manifestation ai a ivise econamny.
A littie exercise ai mlitual forbearance on the part ai neigli-
bauring cangregatians and denominatians wauld resuit, in
iiany cases, in a large saving ai energy. The question ai
ocrlapping needs hardly ta bc reierred te, because it hias becai
Oi late sa fre<quently disý_ussed , but it is an evii which should
bc carefuily guarded against, even though it cari be averted
only by the exercise ai some congregational self-limitation and
scilf-s-zcrifie. Somectimes it would appear as if there were
being developed among us a kcind ai subtie superstition that
same forms aifîvork are so, absolutely necessary ta a Church's
salvatian that tlîey must be engaged in, even thaugh that is
possible only by a course af action that is nothing better than
sowing the sanie field twice ; and accasionaily a tone is adopt-
cd which seems ta inclicate that a Churcli lias same rîght ta
camplaîn against God for not having created a spccial lump
ai heathenisni and stuck that down an its threshold. Nowv,
there can be na doubt, 1 think, that there is scape for ail the
pent-up energy af the Christian community apart from ail such
mastaken metbads , and did wve but !,et ourselves resolutely ta
the task ai dascovery and invention, we would speedily light
upon and devise new channeis that would meet the neces-
sity. 72hen înet!iods ai wark are radically extravagant which
re-aLt iniuraausly upon the workers. The " ga-to-nieetang
elemient, 1 arn convinced, bulks too largcly in the laie ai many
ai our Christian people. A large ardiount af energy is spent '
in hurrying irorn place ta place, and taking part an ail kinds
of gatherings with a mare or les% religiaus Lharacter. P ro.
peuly speaking, thésb can hardly bc called work, though it
passes current as such with large numbers ai Christian peu-
ple. In imany cases it is neither mare nar less than self-in-
dulgent dissipation, and it aperates as mischicvously as dissi-
pation always does. If breeds, often, an habituai feverishness
of spirit, quite incompatible ivith that restfulhess of spirit
without which there can lie no healtby graovth ai Christian
character. It results, net seldom, in the development ai a
superflciality and smallness ai spiritual understanding that
are none the more beautiful that they are linked with a calm
self-confidence and self-importance that irritate and repel. It
disinclines ta the cultiyation ai those holy graces that fleaur-
ish best in an atmasphere ai steady loyalty ta nearest duty.
Evidence ai this tendency surrounds us everywhere, and, in
presence ai it, it is net unnecessary ta insist that aur methods
should neyer bc such as ta lower the tone ai 07hristian char
acter amang aur church members. They shauld do nothing
ta foster that craving for publicity and excitement that unfits
for the quiet work ai self-culture, which is of such vast im-
portance. I cannat stay te apply this principle ta such mat-
ters as the irrepressible bazaar and interminable sairec. 1
will anly say that my flrrn conviction is, that neither in the one
case nor the ather is the gaine worth the candie ; and that,
frirther, 1 can conceive, without any stretch ai imagination,
wvhat a savung and a profit it would bel both ta pastor and pea
pIe, werc it laid down as a law, that noa memiber shah bce x-
pected ta attend ail night long at a tea meeting, where ser-
inons are resentcd, and speeches laugbed at, and sacred sangs
are hailed with rounds af indecent applause.-_osepli Corbeti,
19I)..

J-IANDER1NG THE GOSPEL.

Trhe Gospel is hindcred in many ways. It is hindered by
open and setret enemies, by false friends, by ignorant and
misguided professors ai religion, and, strange as it niay seem,
by good Christians wbo have tao little ai the spirit ai their
divine Master, and who are unwilling ta suifer for Mis sake.
They desire the success ai thie Gospel and the peace ai the
Church, but are flot disposed ta make any great sacrifices ta
pramote these ends. They insist upon their riglîts when it
would bc greatly ta their credit ta waive thein, and sufier loss
rather than permit the Gospel ta be hindered.

Paul was persuaded that hie and His fellow-apostles and
preachers were entitled ta the support ai thpj.r brethrep, for
whose spiritual wvelfare they laboured, yet hie would flot exact
any!hing at their hands ; he would rather suifer poverty, and
labour with his awn hands ta supply his wants, than give the
slîghtcst occasion ta any ta say that hé coveted the gald and
silver ai those for whom hie laboured. He would flot only
net do anything wrong in itself by which the Gospel might
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bc hindcrcd, but hie wotld tnat cveîî do tlat which licenîight
lawfulty do, if tliereby any anc should possibly br- prcv-tntcd
froni recciving the Gospel.

If the spirit ai the apostle tvas uiniversal in thé Chtîrcli,
there are many hindrances ta the reception and sprcad of
the Gospel which v:ould bave na existence. For very fiten
the most seriaus hindrances ta thc Gospel do not camte iroîîî
its avowed enemies, but from its professcd, and even iroîîî its
true, friends.

Thcy taa aiten hiîîder it ny disagreenients and disputes
which ought neyer ta arise bctween bretliren, and would iiot,
if they were as ready ta make sacrifices for the Gospel's sake
as Paul was.

But haw fcw are willing ta suffer wvrang, ta subnîit patienît
Iy ta warldly loss, ta let pass without notice a slanderous re-
part, lest the Gospel should be hindered ?

A Christian, witb lcss patience and weakncss than P'aul,
is sure that hie is right in a controversy whiclî bas arisci
between a brother and himsell, and without particular refer-
ence ta the effect wvhich keeping up the contraversy ii have
upan the interests ofithe Church, bie is flot disposcd ta ield
anything for the sake ai the Gospel. He is very sure that
his brother is wrang, and therefore lie shauld yield. But
cannot every ane s-e that this is flot in huie with the course ai
Paul ? Me could have taken the position that the Lord lîad
ordained that Iltîey which preach the Gospel should live ai
ai the Gospel." Btut instead ai daing so hce declares, IlWe
have flot used thîs power ; but sufler ail things, lest we shoul1d
binder the Gospel ai Christ."

If a Christian can avoid a dispute or settle a difficulty with
a brother by making a great sacrifice, the spirit ai Christ and
Mis Gospel, and the exaniple ai the apostie clearly require
hini ta do so and avoid ail possible hindrance ta the Gospel.

Most persans, p erhaps, think that they are daing wcll if
they avaid that whtch is unjust, immoral and wrang, and ask
for notlîine mare than is their own. They do nat harni the
cause ai Christ by unwortby conduct, by improper speech, lx~
by any îînjust exactions whatever. They meet their obliga'-
tians as bonourable and Christian men should do, and this is
ail they ask their brethren ta do. They do flot "t ake up an
iii report against a neighbour ;" tbey are careful ta avoid so
mnuch as uttering a word which wouid unjustly injure a bro-
ther ; and, therefore, they propose ta insist that, if brethren
are nat equally upright and careful in their course with thei,
they must expose thein, or punish thein. or do something
severe ta bring them ta a proper sense ai duty, and this,
tao, withotit considering or asking, How ivili this affect the
cause ai Christ ?%

Many disputes between bretbren would end veày suddenly
if the parties concerned would seriously think aif the injury
that may result ta the interests ai religion by the contention.
Many a sacrifice îvould be made by Christians ta avoid bain-
dering the Gospel, if they would always consider how noble,
how Christlike it is ta make sacrifices for the sake ai the
Gospel. INany a grievance would bc overlooked, miany a
fault candoned, many a wrong forgiven, many a a rupture
avoided, if Christians would always well consider what may
be the result ofihindering the Gospel of Cbrist.-United 1-ns.

ONE EFFORT MlfORE.

The aId astrananier with bis trusty glass as searching the
heavens for a star, "ta lost star," he says.

- It aught ta be there," lie nurmurs, looking along the
*ewelled lines a saine constellation. Not finding bis daamond,
he shakes bis head, and is abot* ta give up the search.

IlJust anc trial more ! " he murmurs.
He directs bis glass towards the sky, and la, there ît îsz

uut ai the dark depths ai space flashes the pure, brîght face ai
the lost star.

IFound l"ie cries. IlIt was anc effort mare that did it.,
Ves, it is truc in nature and in the world ai grace that

that it is the anc effort more that ofien restorca ta its orbit the
lost star.

It was the anc more reaching out ai the world ai Christian
sympathy that by a frienidly tap and a kindly word arrested a
drunkard and gave ta tempéerance a star-arator, Gough.

A Sunday-school teacher touches on the shoulder and kindly
asks a young man about bis sou], and this anc effort more ai
the Church ai God brought Dwight L. MAlody ta the Saviour.
Let thc blessing awaiting the maker ai anc more effort beckon
us forward to special activity in aur classes. If the finding ai
a perishable world kecps the astronomer up ail nigbt we can
afford ta spend as much time, if need be, wrestling with God
for a blessing on an imperishable soul. Out aflan atmasphcré
wherýe we have felt and breathed the presencc of Cod may we
go ta aur classes. Sureîy this anc mare effort, naw, this day,
we.are encouraged ta make. Supplicating- Jacabs will certain-ý
lynma e prevailing Israeîs. And oh, the joy ai knowing that
a new orld a ncw soul, a new lufe, bas been set ta revolving
in obedience. and lave around that divine centre, God

DO0 NO T P UNISH AVUS TL Y.

Ater aIl, it is perhaps better that the child should be a
little spoiledirather than that it bc unjustly punisbcd. The
latter sometimes niakecs a very unhappy memory ta carry
about with one. A gentleman said a short time ago . "I1 shahl
neyer torget, though 1 have wished a thausand tames that. I
could, %ow I punshcd littie Mamie for cbntinually pronainc-

ing a word wrong--as I tbought wilfully-after I tried bard ta
anake ber say it correctly. She was quiet for a few mrinutés
after I had purished ber, and.then she looked up and said:-
1'Papa, yôu will bave Wo whip me again ; I can't say 'h.' Yau
cati imagine Just how 1 felt, and how 1I kept on remembexing
the ldak on be~r face, andthe tane ai the sadi little voice."1


