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a warning te the public flot to give food te the prisoner
on pain of death. Mlany a poor wretch bas cndcd a
miscrable and painful carcer by slot starvation ia the
midst of ptenty, as a warning to the well.fed passers
by, who dared flot belp hirn 1f they could.

%Voit in the last part of the procession wvas a large
number of the elite of the c.ty, with here and there
one wearing a mock kang, iLc., the prisoner's board
above spoken of. Soinetimes an infant in nrms has
one arounci the neck. These %veto to signify in the
one case a voluntary asiumption for the day, of thi
symbal of sin and sharne, either as penance for thcr
own or somne relatives sin , in the case of the child
:hough net voluntary, It has the saine mcaning, with
tbis additional, that it alms ta secure the gond iviIl of
the god cf medicine and tbus be preservcd (rom sick
ness and denth.'

Following this large company of civilians arc two
massive censers borne on long poles by a large numn
ber ofrmon. As thcy moved along the crowd by the
way cast la their bondies of incense stickâ 'inio a i-oin-
mon receptacle and two men were kept constaatly
busy tbrowing it into the censers, the flarnes the white
lcaping higher than our loîv roofed bouses upon
which we sat. The next scorie, ttiaugh more horrible
and repulsivc than the athers, was aCter ail oaly on a
par with them. Thirty or more young men-frorn
fifteen ta forty years old-walking piinfully slow and
with measured tread. Stopping betimes a few minu.
tes te get their balance and continue their journey.
Each one bas bis arms extended at right angles front
bis body and propped up by a beautiful polishcd
stick reacbiag fromt band te hip. From the
fleshy part cf cach loecr arm wvas suspeaded by an
iran haok sunk ini the flesh, a steel censer fuil of
burning incense 'Twas a strange, a sad sight 1 For
probably tea consecutive heurs These intelligent look-
ing men bore that trture with tbe hope tbat that
would atone for saime cf their owa or their reltives
sins; or secure the faveur of the god cf medicine on
bebalf ofsaine sick friend, or the fulfilineat cf a vow
conditionaliy given on the restoration cf some loved
one te good hcaltb. Truiy the heatlien are more
ready te suifer for their (aise gods, without tbougbt cf
reasen or beneflcience, than %ve are ready fer Christ's
dear sake te endure bardness, thougb there is in the
sufferiag at once a present beneficient rnistry, and
reasonableness, and attertvards an eternai joy.

The day's procecdiags were closed by an event more
tragic and more sad than anything 1 have meationed.
In front of the temple wbere the god was visiting ivas
dug a deep wide pit, into which an immense amnunt
of incease was thrcwa and fired. There the grand
oblation cf the day was oifercd. A poor wretch who
was intensely anxious for the rcevery of a near rota-
tive--some said 'twas his mother-in order te propi
fiate the god and save the life cf that relative by
giving bis own, be leaped into the flaming pit and was
speedity coasumed. 0f course bis Ilgood and glori.
eus deed (?)" was applauded and bis tablet will be wor-
shipped froin hencefortît by ail bis relatives.

It reminds onc cf that Scripture, '" Peradvcnture
for a good man somne would evea dare te die but God
cômmendeth His love toward us ia that wh*tlst wt
were yet sinners Christ died for us." Thougb more
noticcable, wvas this poor man's tragic and sad fate
any more hopeless than tbat cf thousands who
here daily cross dcath's sullen streara, possessed cf a
like fal5e: faith t

0f aur journey down the river in a house-boat, cf
the experience;s, sceries and incidents by the way. of
how wben we saw foreigners, i.e., American, Englisb,
etc., at the settlement in Tientsin, wve could not help
but stand and look at thein ; and of our journey up the
river ta Tung Cho I cannot now speak. Just one im-.
pression made on that jourrîey I wiil record. As we
were IcavingTicntsin a sharp bend in the Pei Ho brings
us in full view cf theruins cf theRoman Catholic cathe-
dral and orphanage. -Its bold, beautiful front, with
even the frait irea and brass oroanents unharmed,
geve no hint of thc view-blackeacd, gutted, crumb-
Iing ruins-wbich another angle in the river ait that
moment presentcd. Is it flot a svmbol cf Roman
Catholicisin to-day? She bas gaies fast locked, a
(air appcaring front, an ornate ritual-but within ail is
dcad and empty-"ý dead white she, liveth."

It is just eighteen years ago this day since that mas-
sacrc at Tientsin and net a forcigner ini North China
knew wbat un heur would bring forth. Whou 1 te-
member wbat tra nspired on the 2ist cf Jonc, 1870,
and contrast thet with the picture that is before me

on the îst of june, 1888, 1 canner check the exclama-
tion Il Wbat bath God wrougbt 1" Il would tain now
;àpeak somethîag of the annuai meeting of the North
China Missions, A. B. C. F. M. It was a treat and a
spiritual refreshing for me to meet the brethi-ca.
Mtssionaries usually have minds cf thonr own, and the
North China Mission members are net an exception
te the rule. Yct aiîhough views were advecated wide
as the antipodes apart, ail words and actions %vore se
permcated with the spirit cf Christ that 1 arn net
aïvare of any disagreement a(ter the majority gave
their vote in faveur. Our prayer meetings %vote
feasts "ef fat things full of marrow,and of wines on the
tees %voit refined.u 1 refuscd-for reasoas ivhicn 1 wili
net mention here-to bc re-appointed te I>as4aw. be
MIrs. Winchester and 1 are stationed at Tung Cho
until further notice. The mission did me the honour
te appoint me te preach the annual sermon next year.
At Tung Cho there are rhree missionaries and their
%wivcs-besides my wîfe and 1-a doctor and bis wîfe,
and two single ladies. The rcason why there arc se
many boe i s because we bave a hîgh school and
theologîcal seminary bore. The missienaries are
sr.halatly mea and indefatigable workers. 1 arn giad
to be witb thein. A week ago yesterday when we
were la the chapel atreading Chinese prayers, we
tbought it prudent te stop the exercises for a lîttie
white and retire ta a vacant yard close by, so as te let
an earthquake go past. Itbeganw~ith alow rumblîng
indistinct souad, followed by a succession cf earth
waves, which made the big timbers cf the dihapel
creak and the wbole building ta sway te and ire.
The preacher stopped and wve aIl quietly but quickly
left the building and stood near by waiting develop-
ments. After two ar thiee successive and light
sbocks, aIl was stili, and we re*peopled the church and
flaished the service. Ia abeut an heur and a half we
bad anether less severe shock, and about elevea
o'clock yet anot ber. Saine cf the gods (cIl (ram the
roof cf a temple near us, bc-side wbich and tbe
cracking cf somne cf or walls, I know cf ne otlier
danmage in this viciaity. Whea tht only flxed thing
cf which many people know and put their trust in-
terra flrwia-begins te sway and qoiver as an aspen
leaf before the surly blast cf aurumn, ane would think
it would cause thein ta stop and consider their latter
end. AInsI1 that it produces nothing more than
superstitious,craven-hearted,momentary fear. IlIf ont
rose frein the dead yet would tbey not believe."l Per-
haps you would like te know the Chinese philosophy
cf this phenornenen. They advance a number of
different explanations. Froin aIl 1 can leara tht meut
popular is the folawing . V/e live on a layer of earth,
bcneath which is a sheet cf water, beneath whîch is a
stratuin of goîd. In tbis sandwiched wake laves and
moyeu a giganric leviathan. For saine reason-never
with eut gond cause-the aforesaid big fish winks with
its cyclashes te declare its anger with saine ont or
more, and wben it winks tht earth quakes. Ail this
îu truc (?) because there is a boie benearh the Pagoda
at the North East Gare cf Tung Cho, where a nman
once (cIl la white trying ta steal the silver boweîs in
the gcd cf that institution, and te this day if yen drap
a sotan down yau can hear it drap a lang tint atter.

1 have already written at much greater length and
mare rambliag than I bail calculated. I shahl leave
my visit ta Pekin, flfteen miles front beore, and saint
missionary incidents for another epistle. I arn sorry
te bave te chronicle tht fact that Mrs. Winchester and
mystîf do net stand this climate very well. I have
been paarly ever since tht hat weatber commenccd,
about two months ago. To suffer with headathe and
nervous exhaustion, alrnost daiiy for a white past, te
be tongue-tied among this people and make se slow
prog-ess la tht vernacular ; te bc daily more and
more conscieus cf tht crowds traoping past me te a
hopeless, Cbrîsrless death and unable te move finger
ar tangue te help them, is no sinaîl sorraw. 1 can
hardiy experience greater. But please do not inter-
pi-et these words as a complaint. Far (rom it, God
bas richly blestedl or seuls, and amn sure eur Father
bas saine special good bchind this dark voit and I arn
just wairing patiently te sec wbat surprise Ht bas la
store for us. «l Now tinte Hum that lu able te keep
yaw-from falling and ta present Voit fautticus befare
His presence with excecding jay. To tht only wise
God or Saviaur, be glery and majesty, dominion and
power, beth new and ever. Amen."

A. B. WiscHEs-ER.n
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HiOMEf ANVD FORAEliN Mi. .5àIoN WVRK.

The Master lias but onê:great,.vork. Each brancb lu
ail imnportant. Mes the Ëhurch give te earb tht en-
couragemnt and suppert it deservesi There sceins
te be a strange romance about Foreign work, that, in
tht eycu of the Church. lis li far nboive Homne
Mission work. A yaung man. leaviag college. gives
biniscîf te Foreign weric Ht la a hemn frein the
start. He lu taken rip and praised and advertised as
a great nman. I3efore lie leaves ho is assured hy the
whole Church that bis aaary of $S,2oo or $i,çoo will
be paid la advaace. and every convenienre and lux.
ury pravided. He mnuit keep out of the %un ail day.
Ht inust spend three or four nionths tac-h year on
tht meuntaîns. and every seventlî vear on furlough.
Ht lu cxpected to work la the way and te tht extent
that be thinks beut, and report it binseif W'c believe
it haaalwvays beca faithful. Tht meust ordinary. ceai.
meaplace meveaients are parraded through ail aur
papers. On bis retura, the iearned Assemby., Synod,
Presbytery and pentile lionize huim for a vear. Ht
deserves it ail. He bas dont good, faitbful work.

Another youag man frein tht saine coilege c-Inss, cf
equai abilitv and earnestaess. gives hiaiself te Home
work la Manitoba. Net a single paper netes bis de-
parture. 13:.-r e le Iaves he lu plaialy teld by the
rvhole Cburch that he shaîl receive a suai, based
upon the Presbyterys report of bis year's wark, in ne
case te exceed $400, te be suppiemcnted by wbat tht
peeple may give. Tht salai-y is supposed te be $Soo or
$goo. Jr bas neyer averaged $6oo. There is ne pro.
vision for a vacation or trip te tht metintains or tht
seaside. There is te be ne furleugh se long as body
and seul ill hold togerber. Ht must prtach tfire
or four Cimes every Sunday, and drive thirty or torty
miles for three months under a surn as hot as ever
shines in India or China and sevea moaths as cold
as Groenland. His faitbfulaess and efficiency arc
largely detemmiaed by tht statistical report. With
the bouses two miles apart and tvcry person wnrkiag
sixteen heurs a day, bis cii-cIe of society is select.
H-e seidera reccives an enceuraging word. Hiis op.-
portuairies fôr self-sacrifice are aimost up te tht aver-
age. These two young mena att equally able, equaily
honest and faîthful, dots each receive the encourage-
ment and support he deserves? G.

WHA T IS Tf S MfEANMING OF LA IMA N"Il

MR. EDITRo,-I Write tO THP, CANADA PRESDY-
TERIAN at thîs tiine, for information as te wvhat tht
jadicatories et the Preshyterian Cburch detin the
bvord layman IIte mean in ronnection with a con-
gregation, paster, eider%, and the cominon members
and adherents. Is an eider a layman, sîmply, as the
i-est et tht Church are who are net crdained te tht
teacbiag eldership or ministry?

The question bînges upon the canception of whetber
tht ruling eider be ex-officie a goerninÊ clerical
power, and, therefore, holding a separate status fri-c
the great bulk cf the laity. For my own part 1 bave
always looked upen an eider as bcbng an associate
îvitb tht cîergy, therefare a grade abeve tht commen
layman, and 1 flnd that lexicographers bear me out
ia this definition ; as vide WVebster's rcndering cf an
"4eider in the Presbytrnan Cburcb," and Iikewise bis
definition of a Illayman."l

I noticed sometime ago in ycur editorial reaiarks,
rehuttiag a correspondent's opinion that tht Iairy were
flot cquitahîy represeated la Our Church courts, that
you made it to appear that said laity wet duly %opte-
sented thereat, by a ruling eider being allowed a scat
and vote at the meeting of General Assembly for
tach and every minister rit the court. And la your
lait issue, August 15, I find IlKnaxonian,» inculcating
the saine assumptian, 'vhen treating cf denorninations
sometinies rejecting or bcbng opposed ta tht intro-
duction of any beneficial reforin siniply because Lt
ay be pracriced by saine ailier sect e! Christians,

,where he says, IlPresbyterians have Iaymen la ail
their Church courts."3

I would like very much, and pessibly many marc
la tht Cburch, ta have a deliverance upon this peint cf
definiticnby those conversant with thejudicatory usage
of the Churich. Individually 1 hold that although an
eider may be made out ta be merely a layan, that
even then tht great laity are net justly allcived a voice
in Church legi3lation. W.aiting foz further light as I
hold tht views cft put forth, as sonevihat: misleading,
1 sobscribe, DD. McF.

.Almont, Ont., Auguit rô, .&2
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