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‘THE one bright spot in the cloud that hangs over
the North-\West is the pluck and manly endurance
shown by our citizen soldiers. The march from the
Saskatchewan to Battleford hasfew paraliels in history.
And be it remgmbered that the young men who made
their (hir’t)ﬂ&s per day over the prarie come for
the most part out of stores, Jaw-vinces, banks and
other places of business in Toronto.  Everybody who
has scen the Queen's Own knows that many of them
are mere lads ; and yet these lads—though unaccus-
tomed to hardship of any kind--performed a feat
in marching from the river to Battleford that has
rarely been equalled in hustory.  That splendid march
does a good deal in the way of exploding the dismal
theorics we 50 often hear about the physical deteriora-
tion of the race.  The young men who made thirty
miles a day over that immense distance, and marched
into Battleford as lively as they ever went down King
Street, must have reasonably good conatitutions. Most
carnestly do we wish that the trouble was over and the
\'oluntcers home again. It seemis a national calamity
to be compelled to putthe life of an Untario Volunteer
on the same level as the life of a Half-breed. A dozen
of these plucky young mnen are worth more to the
Doménion thanall the Half-breeds in the North-West,
And yet they must meet an cqual terms on the batle-
field—not even thag; in such a warfare the Half-breed
has a decided advantage over the Volunteer.

THE following illusugtion, taken from a paper by
Bshop Coxe, on Pulpit Power, is suggestive :  “A cer-
tain man built a saw-mill on the top of the mountain,
where strong winds could atways be dependerd on to
work his instruments, and it was a demc +strated suc-
cesg40 far as-the winds and wheels were concerned ;
the perpendicular motion he secured was all that was
prommsed. The mischiel was thzt nobody could get
the saw-fogs up there to be converted into planks.
And thegitipit 18, ex w2 lermini, powerless as to the
massegabecause it stands where those who need it

+?  And, in most cases, the rcason why

cannot reach it
they cannot reach it 1s because they dontwish to.
Their trquble is want of will rather tha® want of
ability. Flowever it may be in th: large centres in
the States and Lurope, there are very few people in
any commumty in Canada but could attend church
somewhere if they would.  If, however, the “masses,”
asthey are called, will not attend church, the church
should look after them—the cAnrel, not the min-
ister alone.  If the membership of all the churches
in any community made even a reasonable effort to
induce non-church yocess to attend public worship, how
many would be uninvited? Not one soul. The real
root of the trouble arises from the fact that nine-tenths

. <he.membership of most congregations, instead of
worledug to” bring sinners to hear the Gospel, expectto
be waited on-themselves. Callit by any name you
like, that is exactly how the uatter stands.

THERE has a goa-¢ deal of very senseless writ-
ing about gRAillhess of General Grant.  Some time
ago his pR¥sicians pronounced his case hopeless. A

week or ten days ago he rallied a little and was able

i no Ry

to go out for a short walk. A host of would-he critics
assailed the General's medical advisers and the pro-
fession in genera), and tricd to grow very witly and
sarcastic over their alleged mistake.  Welly supposing
they had been in error, what of it 2 Medical men are
not infallible any more than lawyers, clergymen, and
other human beings.  Medicine is not an exact
science. Who ever said it was? The fact that the
effect of any given medicine on any given patient can-
not be foretold with infallible accuracy does not tell
in the mind of any fairly intelligent man against one
of the noblest of professions.  Lawyersand clergymen
are the last men on carth that should cast stones at
the nedical profession because doctors often  differ
and the results of any sciious case may be uncertain.
If there is one thing on this footstool more uncectain
than a lawsuit, we should be glad 10 know what that
aune thing is. ‘[ere are more theorics about many
points in theology than about tie nature of any;, bodily
disease, or the effects of any given medicine. The
fact s the services of a kind, skilful, attentive family
physician are onc of the best blessings of this lifr
Medical men, as a rule, do more to alicviate human
suffering without fee or rev i than any class of men
in the community, The cheap attempts so often
made to be witty at the expense of the medical pro-
fession are often made by men who have not been any
too successfil in their own professions.  Without any
special training man can do much to heip his fellow-
man, and it is only reasonable to supposc that train-
ing and eaperience help him to do a great deal more,

Wi heartily congratulate the Rev. Mr. McMullen,
on the completion of a ¢.arter of a century's labour "
Whaodstock and on the bandsome manner in which
the people of Knox Church celebrated the twenty -fifth
anniversary of his induction.  Such a long ‘and suc-
cessful pastorate speaks volumes for the ministér, the
congregation, and the town. Had Woodgock been
a less growing and prosperous cominunity,A pastorate
of that length, with additions to the membership of
nearly 800, would have been an impossibility. The
congregation, too, must in the main be a good one if
a pastorate stretches out 1o a quarter of a century and
ends as happily as Mr. McMullen’s has ended. It
goes without saying that pulpit services that make a
congregation grow steadily for twenty-five years must
have been good.  Mr. McMullen's long and successful
1abours in Woodstock furnish additional evidence, if
any were needed, that nothing tells in the end like
doctiinal preaching—not doctrine in the form of dry
bones, but the doctrines of grace preached in their
proper relations and brought vigorously te bear on
the heart and conscicnce. We congratulate pastor
and people on their silver wedding.  And this maybe
as good a place as any to notice a very interesting
circumstance closely related with our cause in a con-
gregation near Woodstock— Knox Church, in the town
~we beg pardon, cify of Stratford. The Rev. Thomas
McPherson, for many years pastor of that congrega-
tion, is reported to have said in a sermon introducing
the Rev. Mr. Ballantyne to his charge in London
South, that he had taught in his Bible class Mr. and
Mrs. Ballantyne—Thomas Ballantyne, M.P.P,, and
his estimable wife—before they were married—had
united their hands in marriage, had baptized their
children, and now he was introducing their son to his
pastoral charge. What varied work these long pas-
torates bring.

OUR good neighbour the Grardianis of the opinion
that “the Mcthodists in this country have not exer-
cised as much influence in political affairs as their
numbers would lead one to eapect.”  As aremedy the
Guardian suggests that the youth of the church should
#be trained up in a way which shall develop more
public spirit and greater practical inteiest in all polit-
ical and, public measures.” Whether Methodism ex-
cbises as much influence on the political aifairs of

Dominion as its numbers would Jead one to ex-
pect is a question we shall ot try to discuss.  On
onc point we are perfectly clear, however.  If the
Methodist Church wishes to exert a direct influence
on the government of the country, the way sof to do
it is to put a icvrr number of Methodists into public
life. Not long ago a leading non-political journal
that usually knows whereof it affirms, stated that a
legal gentleman of this city was appointed a superior
court Judge mainly because he and his friends were
Methodists. It was not then stated, nor do we now

for n moment even hint, that that gentleman svas not
well qualificd for the position  Quite likely he was,
but no doubt ewe reason why the Government thought
of himy was because he was a Methodist.  Now we
don't say that was wrong—we don't say anything
about it—but we do say that no man was cver ap-
pointed to a position in Canada from a premicr down
to a pound keeper because he was a Presbyterian.
On thc contrary, we have goed reasons to know thm
the very fact that there are »o smany Presbyterians in
public life prevents our people from having simple
justice done them at times,  Presbyterian public men
try to stand so straight when the interests of Presby-
terians are cancerned that they often lean over to the
ither side.  The Premier of the Dominion is a Pres.
byterinn, the Premicr of Ontario and two of his col-
leaguces are Presbyterians ; a Jarge proportion of the
public men of the Dominion aie Presbyterians and
we venture to say we have less intluence with these
soverntnents than we would have if there was not
a Picsbyterianin office. There are three P'resbyterians
in the Ontario Government and if the Grardian and
CANADA PRESUVTERIAN were competing for business
there to-worrow on anything like even terms, the
Guardia.e would be ahmost certain to succeed, though
there is not.a Mcthodist in the Cabinet.  Brother
Guardian, +I you wish to have influence in politics
keep your Church as nearly as possible a Unit, and
keep your political atmosphere so hazy that no one
can tell what side the church is on.  One or two tuen
in public life arc better than a hundred.  Take a hint
from a church that has ten times as much political in-
fluence as the Presbyterian and Methodist put 1.
gether— Do you see the point, brother ?

DEVOTION IN THE SANCITUARY.

CHRISTIANITY appeals to all that is highest in man's
nature. It addresses his intellect and presents to his
contemplation the loftiest conceptions the mind caun
entertain, It influences his moral being as no other
power can, elevating and "purifying it by presenting
objects of imperishable loveliness and beauty on which
his emotions may complacently rest. It speaks to
the human conscicnce and endows it with a healthy
sensitiveness (o moral impressions. It brings-to the
soul dead in trespasses and sins the power of an end-
less life. ‘The Revelation of Jesus Christ has brought
life and immortality to light.

In bringing the manifold power of Christian truth
to bear on the varied needs of man’s nature, the
preacher of the Gospel has not only the grandest, but
the most vaned of all themes on which he can address
his fellow-men.  1f there is sameness and monotony
it is not in the subject, nor in the actual requiremnents
of the ordinary hearcers of the Gospel, that there is any
room for indifference and lack of appreciation. The
wearied and thirsty soul will continue to draw water
with joy from the wells of salvation. In the sordid
ways of the world, amid its corroding cares and ming-
ling in its petty strifes, the spirit of the ordinary wor-
shipper becomes dry, parched and, alas, too often in-
sensible to the refreshing influences of public worship.

The question forces itself on the attention of reflect.
ing minds . Do we derive the benefit we ought from
the devotional services of the Sanctuary? Arve they
as helpful to us spiritually as they might become?
Are we as desirous of the cultivation of purely deve-
tional feching as we are prone to the exercise of the
critical faculty? Whether the average criticism of
church services, including preaching, is as enlightencd,
Just and intelligent as it ought to be, is fairly open to
doubt, but whatever else is neglected there is at the
present time no lack of criticism, such asitis. Every-
body is, at 2 moment’s notice, perfectly competent to
pronounce a positive opinion on any pulpit cfioit
whatever. Surely one chief object of the Christian
assembly on the first day of the week is the reverent
anu grateful worship of Ged.  To this every part of
the service ought to be conducive. The ministry
generally recognize the importance of thoughiful
preaching. Many also recognize that the devotion of
the Sanctuary ought to receive like earnest thought.
But does this essential part of the sacred service re-
ceive the“careful reflection and meditation its impor-
tance properly demands? If it did, there would be
fewer repetitions of stereotyped phrases, which, such
is the power of custom, have ceased to convey.a mean-
ing and fail to excite a pious cmotion. To prescribe
a rigid rule would be an impertinence ; the purpose
desired conld bie secured by carefil meditation, and



