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#on €oRTRIBUTORS.
THE CANADIAN MISSION AT INDORSE.

Mr Fritar, [ fear not a few in Canada have the
idea that because of Holkat’s actlon In the past, all
work in Indore citly has been at a standstill.  Such,
however, Is a very great mistake. Mr, Douglas’ school
was closed iz May, 1880, by the police,but innoother
school lias this been done. Holkar, however, has
agaln and again done what has amountes to the same
thing. Policemen would come to the school, take
down the names of the scholars, *hen goto the parents
and say, “ Your children are going to a Christian
school ; Holkar knows it ; you had better take care.”
Result - -next day no scholars appear and, therefore, no
school. ‘

This, however, only would lead us to seek out an-
other spot for a school to begin again, or else to wait
quietly for a montb or two and re-start in the old spot.
Of course it was very annoying to start school after
schyol and have it broken up just when it was becom
ing encouraging, but little by little Christian truth was
taught and (riendships formed that prepare the way
for better rasults in the future. Even although there
has been such activity on the part of the police there
are at the present time three schools under Miss Mc.
Gregor's care, one under Miss Ross, and two under

mine, that are flourishing in the city and doing good. ]

The only two that I have been able to save are
amongst the lowest castes, but they are very encour-
aging indeed Oa Sabbath we have in each of them
a Sabbath school where often forty (old and young)
scholars are present to sing our Christian hymns and
learn of Jesus. In one of these I, a few months ago,
gave to between 200 and 300 people an exhibition by
means of the sciopticon, kindly sent by the Guelph
fadies when they sang out most lustily the Christian
hymns as | would throw them on the screen ; and
then at its close invited rhe into the house of the head
man. First I was decorated with garlands of flowers
and then offered a varlety of sweets and fruits. [
thanked them for their kindress, expressing the joy it
gave me to find them so friendly. but expressing also
*he hope that we should be so through etemnity, through
ou~ all being saved by Jesus Christ At once the
headman said “ We are all your children,” “ We do
believe io Jesus Christ as the only true Saviour,” etc.,
and op my saying to them that they then ought to
come out as His open followers and receive the sign
of such, at once at least half a dozen said “we are
ready to be baptired now* These I have not yet ad
mitted. but T belie ¢that we shall havealarge ingath-
ering there before long  Reing of a low caste the
Brahmin despise our efforts amongst them and so let
us alone.

Again, as to preacbing, we bave regularly gone into
the city and prearbed in the squares around which
the people of particular castes live ; or in the evening
we would go in with the sciopticon, bave an exhibi
tion of the life of Christ, etc, for perhaps two hours,
and then be out of the city again before it was known
to the authorities. In Raneepoora, where we had the
first fight and where liberty was granted, we also have
continued freely to preach. So in the camp, villages
round about, etc.

Some may ask, “then why all the agitation?” To
this we reply that what we now with difficulty do and
with continued interruptions are enabled to do, we
would soon not have been able to do at all. Holkar,
before my coming out at all issued an order to stop
all Christian work, and sought to carry out his order
just as far as he cow'd. Colporteurs were arrested,
Mr. Douglas’ school closed, a1t Christian preaching or
teaching stopped here except such as was doce pri-
vately in the houses., To such an extent was Holkar
Teared that when I cameout I was told to keep very
quiet and not show myself, lest Holkar on hearing
it should cause the A. G. G. to drive not only me but
the mission out of the camp.

In Raneepoora the fight was long and hard, but Sir
Lepel Griffin forced them to let us alone. Then all
over the city liberty was enjoyed by all for some
months, On Sir Lepel chaoging front, however, a
change became manifest all around, which ended in
the police so seriously again interfering with our work
that we had to appeal to the Viceroy.

To show you Holkar’s feelings 1 may say that Col,
Bannerman, the acting A. G. G, as the result of a
communication from Holkar gaid it would be very
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difficult for us to carry on any Christian work elther
in or out of our houses, and so0 mach did he dread
Holkar tkat he threatened to forbld my golng into the
city, and if that would not do to drive me out of the
camp altagether, So strongly did he put it that 1 felt
compelled to intimate that no order of that kind would
stop my work—that only by forcibly carrylog me out
of the cantonment could he end it—a course which he
would not think of.

Since my return from the hills In conversation two
leading members of the Durbar stated that Holkar
was determined to stop every form of work wa might
attempt that could possibly lead to conversions.

We have been aliowed a few privileges therefore,
slmply because the matter was sud judice, and are
only allowed these till such times as the question is
settled in our favour by full liberty being granted, or
in his favour when all Christlan work will beabsolute-
ly stopped ; and f stopped in Holkar's territordes it
will speedily be stopped In all the native territories of
Central India, if not of India as a whole. The ques.
tion of religious toleration hgs been here raised. The
misslonary bodies almost al?, over India {cel the im.
portance of this fight and are with us to do what they
can, and I can only hope you in Canada will also do
what you can to assist.

I thought the Viceroy's reply would have been
sufficlent even though very indefinite in its cnaracter,
especially so as a very much milder statement from
Sir Lepel Griffin two years before did stop all opposi-
tion. Holkar ha,, however, been encouragad in his
policy of opposition by both Sir iepel’s after-action
and by the criticisms of the English press, and espe-
clally the Tmes of India, which, 1 am sorry to say, Is
almost entirely anti Christlan. On my return, there.
fore, I found that the opposition was as keen as ever,
Most determined efforts had been made to drive us
out of the houses we bad rented, the poor landlord in
one case being dragged out of his bed at midnight
and carried to the gaol. Some of our schools had
been visited with a view to frightening away the
scholars, if not of closing thera. The Bible Society
colporteur was stopped in a village near by, and on
our attempting to preach from our verandah facing a
small plece of common, 7'¢ , away from the thorough.
fares ; the police, shaking their sticks in our faces,
ordered us to stop, and on our refusing, drove away
the people, g-ve us any amount of abuse, and sought
to drive the people to worse measures. I called on
the Chief Justice and Prime Minister, told them what
had been done, that I was unwilling to carry it further
if it could be avoided, but that we must do so, and
that the missionary bodies were with os in it, if they
persisted in such conduct. The result was more than
a week’s perfect freedom.  Since then, however, more
serlous rows have taken place. Oneday I was struck,
whilst the people were thrown on me by the police
only, stones were thrown and the most insulting lan-
guage used, and now the Hindoos have started
preaching or rather abusing Christians a shost dis-
tance rom us on a roadway and are allowed to do so
freely whilst even those who came into our house
were beaten and ordered to go away from us.

On my way home from Darjeeling I met with most
of the missionary bodies of Northern India, and on
informing them fully of the facts found them prepared
to act heartily with us. We do not wish to carry it
home if it can be sett'ed here, but I fear from present
appearances much more decided action will yet have
to Le taken ere we are allowed to work freely.

I am glad to say that though we have so many diffi-
culties we still have much to encourage, the number of
inquirers being greater than ever before, Three weeks
ago I baptized three adults and one child. One of
those a converted Mahommedan, who had a short time
before returned from Mecca, only was permitted to
sojourn with us one week after baptism, being called
home the following Sabbath. So amidst muchthat is
very trying to the flesh we have much to encourage.
God is for and so who caa be against us.

J. WILKIE.

SOME NQTABLE HINDU WOMEN OF
70-D4Y. -

111.~THE BOSE SISTLRS.

The aeredity of superior mental power 1s, I think,
yndisputed, often climaxing in one distinguished remit
of the line which may again sink to a medioxity
further on, In thecase of the Bose ladies, of Calentta,

the culmingtion of a long ling of cleyer ancestry seems
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to be doubled, and we find Kadambini Boss and
Chunder Meckhi Bore standing before the wotld of
Indian public opinion, equal in abillty, culture, refine.

ment and modest grace.
At the convocat%on of the Calcutia Univensity, held

at the Senate House, March 18th, 1883, amidst again
and again repeated applause from the brilllant as-
semblage, Europsan and Native, gathered there, the
degrec of *Bachelor of Arts” was conferred upon
them, the first time Native ladles in Bengsl have ever
obtained this distinctlon.

Kadambint Bose has received her entire collegiats
education at the Bethune school for native ladies,
which, under the fostering cars of Sir Ashley Eden
had been converted from an infant's day-school iatoa
collegiate and boarding establishmeat. Itls ably pre-
sided over by & European lady, Miss Lipscombe, as
superintendent.  Under her Is a aclect staff of mals
and female teachers,

Since her graduatlon, Kadambini has become the
wife of Babu Dwarmaknath Gangull, a prominent lites-
ary gentleman of Calcutta (June 14th).

Chunder Mukhl Bose recelved her carly literary
education at the Free Church Normal Scheol, and
there passed successfully her first* Arts ¥ examination,
Afterwards she jolned the Bethune School, and from
there took her B.A, degree.

In view of the high standard of proficiency required
by the Calcutta Unlversity, it is a matter for con.
gratulation that it is now proven beyond dispute that
Indian ladies are capable of a high degree of mental
culture. No: only have these ladies passed in the
regular college curiculum, the test of written examf.
nations in every way being made equal with the male
candidates, but the graces and refinementsof life have
not been neglected. They have both given careful
attention to music, vocal and {nstrumental. QOn the
occasion of the close of the Bethune School for the
term, each lady rendered some fine selections, both in
English and Bengali, with taste and spirit before a
mixed audience. The Betbuane school sent out from
the same class also two very promising pupils, Miss
Ellen D’Abren and Miss Abala Das to study medi-
cine in the Madras Medical College.

How painfully different from all this is the condition
of theMohammed an women of India, Secluded,ignor.
ant and hopeless of rellef, they sit in their zenanas,
confined by custom, prejudice and timidity. Too often
is their bondage self-imposed, being as frequently due
to thelr own intense conservatism as to thetyranny of
the men.

The usage of centuries ~annot, howev.ur, be laid
aside in a day. Lasting change in national habits will
not be brought to an end by any sudden convulsive
movement, but slowly, even as the grey dawn melts
into the perfect day. We trust, however, that the
time for awakening draws near to the daughters of Is-
lam ag faintly from the depths of the zenana, from be-
hind the veil, comes to us the murmur of rebellion
against the iron bands which custom, stagnant and
unyielding, has welded about living human souls.

May I insert here an extract from an essay by a
Mohammedan lady, Bibi Tahrian Nisa, of Bodah, Jul-
pigori district in Bengal, It may help us the better
to appreciate the lights and shadows af Native life in
India to-day, in this division of its people. Shesays:
“ The present condition of the Mohammedan women in
Indla, in consequence of the lack of education, is de-
plorable beyond description. They have neither the
teachings of religion, nor the light of knowledge requi-
site to dispel the darkness of their minds and to lead
them to beiter and higher aims. They know nothing
whatever of public affairs as they should do, in order
to take thelr position in society, and are incapable of
understanding the most trivial affairs of every-day life.
They are like caged birds, debarred from the refine.
ments and the enjoyments of social life.

It is grievous to think that they have no opportunity
of obtatning ecven a rudimentary education, for they
are given in marriage very early in crder that their
parents may be relieved of the burden of their main-
tenance.

Among the Hindus, Earopean education, as well as
their own has made great progress. We find soms of
their women even holding the degrees of L.A. and
B.A., and io their own language, Purdita, etc, hat as
for the Mohammedan men, they are noteven well edu-
cated in thelr own Amabic and Pesian langusges.
While they are in such a cegraded state, how isit pos-
sitle for their women toobtain opportunities of acquir-
ing edpcation? Men ean acquire some knawlsdgeby



