62

THE LIFE BOAT.

{Vor.

and be banished from the kingdom.
How much maore wsely would. Fran-
cts have acted, if, instead of banish-
ing the drunkard, he had banished
the peraicious matericd of drunlken-
ness. Let us tuke another exam-
ple; Sweden was a temperat
country, on acconntof ardent spirits
being, to a great extent, prevented
from: coming into ordinary use. In'
1783, however, Gustavus, king of
Sweden, gave permission-{ r open-
ing spirit shops in all the villages
of his kingdom. But mark the
consequences  Such was the in-
crease of drunkenness and crime,
of latal accidents and premature
mortality, that the very same king
who gave the permission, ‘was
oblized, for the preservation of his
people, te withdraw it, and by the
repeal of his law put ardent spints
under the same bondage as before.

It is mentiored by Colquhoun,
in his work on the police of London,
as a curious and important fact,
that during the period when distil-
lers were stopped, in 1795 and 1796,
though bread and every necessary
of lifer were considerably higher
than during the preceeding year,
the poor in that guarter of the town
where the chief part resided, were
apparently more comfortable, paid!
their rents more rvegularly, and
were better fed, than at any period
for some years before, even though
they had not the benefit of exten-|
sive charities. This can only be:
accounted for by their being denied
the indulgence of gin, which hadi
become in a great measure inac-i
cessible from its very high price.;
It may be fairly concluded, thut:
the money formerly speut in pur-|
chasing liquor had been applied to:
the purchase of provisions and other
necessaries, to a great amount.
The effect of their being deprived
of this baneful liquor was also evi-
dent in their more orderly conduct.
Quarrels and assaults were less fre-i

quent, and they resorted seldomer
to the pawnbrokers’ shops; and
yet, during the chief part of this
period, bread was 15d. the quarter
loaf, and meat was higher than the
preceeding year. :

From the above, we see what the
common sense of men will lead
them to, when ihey are not wurped
by prejudice or interest.  Lanish
the pernicious material of drunken-
nrss.  Most certanly, that s the.
wisest course, and to attain to this
must now be the great object of
the temperance movement.—Athe-
naeum.

Notices.

Tue Home: a Fireside Monthly
Companion and Guide, for the
wife, the mother, the sister, and
the dunghter. Edited by Mrs.
H. E. G. Arey. Buffulo: E. T.
Beadle. -

We have to thank the publisher

of the above excellent Monthly

Magazine for Nos. 2 and 3, which

we have received. We have read

the Nos. carefully through, and
fiud the work eminently adapted
for the class indicated on the title
page, as copied above. Itisbeau-

itifully printed on fine paper, and

illustrated with wood engravings.
We recommend the work to the
attention of our readers. The price
is moderate,—single copies, one
year, $1.50.

Tue Yourd’s CaskeT: an illus-
trated Magazine for the young.
This Magazine is edited and pub-
lished by the same as the « Home,”
notieed above, and reaches us re-
gularly. Itis eminently adapted

to instruct and interest the youth
of all ages. Terms: 50 Cents a
year.



