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pear to be the leading kinds, of which we
think the Crimson Cluster likely to prove
the most profitable and satisfactory in
Nuva Scotin.  The descriptions are chief-
ly taken from the advertisements of seeds-
men in the United States:—

Kixag or rug Tomators.—A new and
superior vaviety of this valuable eseulent,
combining more good gualities than any other
viriety i caltivation.  Plant, strong and
vigorous; fruit, above medium sire, grows in
clustere; form round, somenhat flattened at
the enuds, seldom ereased or wrinkled ; eolor,
adeep, vich red, very showy, and attractive
in appearanee; flesh, very solid, with but few
seeds, of fine flavor§ very proluctive, ripens
with the Tilden. Its great beauty :m({ re-
markable keeping properti s make it a most
desirable market variety, while its solidity
and agrecable flavor make it equatly desivable
for canning.

Grxenaln Grant.—Size, above the me-
ium, three to four inches in diameter, grow-
ing in clusters 3 form, round, slightly flattened,
very vegular, symmetrical, and rarely ribbed
or wrinkled ; color, brilliant, glossy crimson ;
flesh, unusually firm, solid, and fiee from wa-
ter; weighing from ten to twenty pounds
more per bushel than any other variety ; skin,
remarkably fine, smooth and shining, coloring
well up to the stem; very productive, and of
the finest flavor, bers carriage well, and
keeps in good condition a long time after
being gathered,

Another advertiser thus describes Ge-
neral Grant:—

We take great pledsure in announcing to
the public that we have seeured the entive
stock of this justly celebrated Tomato. It
originated in the garden of an amateur, who,
after growing it for & number of years, in
connection with all the leading sorts, became
convinced that it was far superior to any
other, and that it should be widely dissemi-
nated; and for this purpose it was put into
our hands, Iu consideration of the many dis-
appointments experienced in the introduction
of new varicties, we have given it a thorouglh
trinl of two years; and it has far exceeded
our expectations—ever attracting great atten-
tion wherever exhibited, taking the first prize
above all others at the Massachusetts Ilorti-
cultural Socicty's Exlibition, the past two
years. We feel the tullest confidence that
too much cannot be said in its praise. We
believe it the nearest approach to perfuction
of anything of the kind yet offcred, combining
more superior qualities.

Size about medium, three to four inches in
diameter, growing in clusters,.  Form round,
slightly flattened, very regular, symetrical
and rarely ribbed or wrinkled ; color brilliant
[{;‘055)‘ crimson ; flesh unusually firm, solid and
ree from water, weighing from ten to twenty
pounds more per bushel than other varietices;
skin remarkably fine, smooth and shining,
coloring well up to the stem—a quality very
desirable to those preparing them for the table.
Very productive, and of the finest flavor;
bears well, and keeps in good condition a long
time after being gathered, retaining its grood-
nes, and free from wilting, It will be found
to ripen uniformly, and as early as, if not
earlier than, other varictics. Qur whole
stock of sced has been grown for us by Mr.
C. N. Brackett, Chairman of the Vegetable
Committee of the Massachusetts Horticultural
Society, and saved only from the most perfect

fruit; and we are warranted in saying that it
cannut thil to give satisfaction in every in-
stance.

Bostox Manrger.—An improved vaviety
of'the « Large Smooth Red 57 very productive,
showy, aud'of superior quality. }L is exten-
sively grown by tlnc market gedeners in the
vicinity of Boston, who csteem it above all
othewe as 2 market variety.  Oue Seed was
seleeted tiom the stnck of one of the most suc-
cesstul growers in New England.

Onazarrietp Provuric—An English
varicty of great mevit 3 the carliest and one of
the most productive varieties in cultivation, a
week earlior than any other variety. “Che
dwarf and compact growth of the plant
makes it particularly desivable for foreing.

This variety would seem to be well
worth trying here, where our seasons are
too short for the late kinds,

Crivsox Cruster ‘fomaro~This va-
riety grows in clusters of from 15 to 30, each
cluster weighing from 4 to 6 pounds.  Frait,
of fist quality and very early, perfectly
smooth, of average size, and of a searlet crim-
son color, delicately tinted with specks of pure
golden yellow. It ripens its whole cluster at
once.

In reference to the Crimson Cluster,
we find the following remarks in the
Torticulturist :— ;

@ This is the vegetable novelty of the sea-
son, entirely distinet from all other varietivs,
in the fiuit being formed in clusters, having
from fifteen to thirty of the averaze size of
tomatoes in eachs each buneh or cluster ave-
raging from four to six pounds, resembling in
form a bunch of girapes, bue with ¢ berries” of
mammoth proportions.

“‘Lhe fenit is pertectly smooth, of a searlet
erimson color, delicately tinted with specks of
golden yellow. Independently of its value as
a vegetable, itis a highly ornamental plant
trained agninst a trellis or wall, so as to dis-
play its immense grape-like clusters of' erimscn
fruit.

“Jt was originated in 1867, by Robert
Revelle, Florist of' Norwich, Ct., who claims
it not only to be entirely new in character
and beautiful m appearance, bt having the
viluable quality of vipening the whole cluster
of' fruit at once, and earlier than any other
variety of its size that he lhas tried. Mr.
lh‘velfe’s opinion is worthy of entire credence,
being a practical horticalturist, with no inter-
est whatever in the sale of the sceds or plants
of this tomato, and is well known in the trade
as a man of sterling integrity.”

AUCUBA JAPONICA.

This fine evergreen is muchless known,
or used with us, than its merits deserve.
The foliage—which is heavily and grace-
fully massed on extremely dark green
stems—is of a rich, glossy green, splashed
or blotched all over with gold. It is one
of the most showy variega.ed shrubs, as
well as the most useful, with which we
are acquainted. Our specimens—which
are large—are turned out of the pots at
the end of April, and plauted in conspicu-
ous positions, out of doors, under the
shade of trees (not too dense), when
they thrive without any attention what-

ever, In Qctober they arc lifted, and
the roots—whose name is legion—are
unsparingly reduced so as to render stor-
age in a pot .practicable. This ordeul
should not be inflicted during a dry, hot
spell, or windy weather, but ratlier on a
clondy, damp day, which goes far to
connteract the severe check. Awny light
porous compost will answer, but the best
i leaf mould, with a portion of peat and
a good sprivkling of sharp sand. Ma-
nutre is not required; but cocoa fibre is
graefully received and appreciated. A
shady aud well sheltered position is in-
dispensable, with a sufliciency of water
(in the absence of rain), until the first
appearance of frost, when a transfer to
the conservatory hecomes necessary.—
Whilst the pots remain out of doors they
must be plunged to their rims.

New varietics have been lately intro-
duced from Japan, producing very showy
berries, for which lavge prices were de-
manded. The following extract from
William Bull’s « Catalog- 3 of New and
Rave Plan's” may be interesting = It
may be us well to state that the Aucuba
is a dicecious plant—that. is to say, some
of its individuals produce only male,
others only female flowers, and that some
eighty years ago the ordinary Aucuba
was introduced from Japan, but the plant
or plants so introduced happened to be
females 3 by propagavion, the whole stock
in Europe sprang from the original in-
troduction; and Japan from that time
being a sealed conntry, the male plant
could not be obtained. ‘Lo the celebra-
ted traveller and collector, Robt. Fortune,
is due the merit of introducing the first
male plant. Lately there have been
several most important and distinct varie-
ties introduced by Dr. Von Siebold, in-
cluding male and female kinds, with plain
green unspotted leaves, also others in
Yoth sexes, having blotches of variegated
foliage.”"— Gardeners’ Monthly.

THE BEST STRAWBERRIES.

A. B. Butler, of Columbus, Olio, gives, in
the Farmer's Chronicle, his cxperience on
the culture of the strawberry in Central Ohio.
For a large plantation fir market purposes,
he recommends the Wilson for the first half,
and the Jucunda for the last half of the sea-
son. ‘The Wilson comes in nearly as carl{ as
any of the valuable sorts, and gives its best
fruit in about two weeks,  When it begins to
fail, the Jucunda comes well into bearing, and |
continues to produce its uniformly largesized
berries to the close of the season. The Wil-
son is quite hardy in Nova Scotia.

NOVELTIES IN ASPARAGUS.

It has remained for the American hor-
ticulturists to inaugurate novelties in the
way of new sorts of Asparagus. What
the pretensions of these novelties are wo
know full well from the glowing accounts



