TALKS ON BOOKS.

seen many reviews and flattering notices
of “‘Prilby,” withh which my correspon-
dent does not sympathize, but the book
is not yet in my possession. It has not
emerged from the bomnd 1o thé papey
covered stage. But the “ Refugees ™ lics
Defore me, “ Harpers Refugees.” in
blue, and red, and gold. 1t is 2 tale of
ITuguenots hounded out of France by the
clerical ill-advisers of Louis XIV,, and
betaking themselves to the wilds of New
Frince, there 1o find a1 refuge and 2
happy cending.  The story is historical
and it is pure. Huguenot character and
mannerisms were {hose of the Puritans,
strong, brase. untlinching and vindie-
tive, snuflling and  Scripturc-quotlings,
with 2 grand Old Testament tlavor of
Amalek. Those wellaneaning, narrow
fellows. who could not sce beyond the
imprecatory psalms, killed the Reforma-
tion. ‘Their straight-laced consciences
were stich {hat they could not sce * half
 loaf is better than no bread” Yot
they died well. They were not like tha
orttor at 2 recent college jubilee, who
was in words veady to die for his con-
victions, but whose chief work hax heen
makRing  other people die for theirs.
Great men, no doubt, all of them, bhut
Incking in the virtue that is above all
virtues, ceven giving your hody to e
burned for the faith—and that is
Chariix !

I admire thie three hundred Spartans
of LThermopylie. the undespairing Ro-
mans of the Sccond Punic War. the
patriot Matecabees of Judea, but 1
very ghul that 1 am uot in spirit cither
Spartan. Roman. or Jew. I exceedingly
appreciate the foree of charicter of the
English Turitans, the French ITuguenels
and tiie Seottish Covenanters, but should
he excecdingly sorry to sce their fype
reproduced in the Christians of to-daye.
There is something weak, artificial, out-
ward and conventional in i Christianify
that allows & man te talk through his
nose. uge cant Shihholeths, have his hais
and habils, his dress and demeanor cut
to order.  The men were not weak.
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Spite of muany veverses, their spirit was
unconquered and unconquerable. That
spirit was one of firm detérmination to
insist upon and struggle for the rights
of the eleet. It is a spirit that makes
for liberty, until the rule of the clect
comes ; and then it becomes a1 spirit of
righteous {yranny, no less odious and in-
Jurious {o true manhood than {yrannies
which bear a less sanctfied name. \We
nced to be on our guard azainst this
pious tyrmmy which says, * You shail
do as I do, and be good according to my
fashion, whether you like it or not”
“IWho art thou that judgest another
man’s servant ? to his own master he
standeth or falleth. Yen, he shall he
holden up : for God is able {to make him
stand.”?

“IWhere the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is liberty.”  One very rightly retorts,
“But nat liberty to lie and steal, 1o
practice indecency and intemperance 1
Yery true. O maa; the Spirit of God
frees peaple from these vices  Never-
theless there is a freedom which the
churches have heen slow to allow the
IToly Glost in the believer. The right
to &iu:._: hxymns and employ the :id of
instrumental music in public worship, to
marry it deceased wifle’s sister, if so
disposed. o believe in universtl atone-
ment, these rights have been slowly and
srudgingly conceded, although the con-
cessions have not proved unfavorable
1o the zrowth of genuine picty. Bird-
o Freedom Sawin was of the opinion
that

“ Libhuty “s the kind o™ thing
That dom't agree with nigzers®

All churchies have their RBird-o™-Free-
doms, whoese duty and privilege it is to
entangle their brethren with the yoke
of hondage. 1 do not find them repre-
sented in Heber's * Salvation Army @7

“The Son of God zocs forth {0 war,
A Kingly crown to gain ;
Iis blood-red Lanner streams a:ir—
Who follows in His train ?



