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judge fromi tlieir religions literatture, thcere wvas a tinic wvlin

both of tiiese great 1)CopICs were nionotleists. thotigli thev
have long cease(l to be so. Renouf, one of the Hibbcert Lec-

turers, inîiseif admits tlîat the sublime portions of the Egryptian

religion are dcnionstrably aucient, ani the last stage i>y far

the grosscst, and niost corrilpt. If tiiere is any law at ail ob-

servable ini the religionis hlistory of miankind, it is the law of

(legencratioli. Advance is the exception andl flot the rile, save
as the resuit of outside influence. We niay inot be able to claini

thiat the carliest religion is the highcest type of nionotheisnîi, but

far more certainilv it is xîot the lowest forni of fetishismn. Froni

Soule point between the two thiere hias b)een a double miove-

ment, one ul)wvard ta Christianity and aliother, thius far the

more general of the two, downivard to, more (legrale forms.

TI'ere is littie (toult tliat the strongest recomniiiendation of

the modern theorv' to the mninds of nianv of its advocates is

thîe fact thiat it seemns to mnake the history of religioils progress
fail into line witli the history of ail othier fornis of life as inter-

preted by evolution. TPle thoughit of there. being- one law
rtingiii< throuigh ail nature is an irresistible mne to the scien-

tific mmiid. It seemis almiost ulseless to argule againist it, wl'hat-

ever.the facts înav' seemi to b)e. And so far the scienitiflc mmiid
inay be riglit. B3ut the trouble ini this case seenîs to arise

fromi a partial apprelieilsioîî of the -real lawv of evoltitioii anid

an erroxîcous application of it to, tliis (lelartniient. It is now

conîmgic1 to, be better un(Ierstoo(l thian was fornierly thîe case

tlîat ini no spiiere (locs evolution imcan a constant and universal
advance froni the lower to the lighYler. Thiere lias becxi advance

on tiie wlîole, but not at every point. Eachi ncew type thiat
app)ea-,rs seemis to be at first in a conîdition of ullistal)e C(liili-

briiiii. Sonie of the individuals or sonie of the variant foris
liold thecir owni and(l ltnmatcly iake progress to soiethlîiî

Ilîier. bult alollgsi(le of tlîis there is the (legeneracy and ullti-
mate extinction of thie rest, The relative proportion of the two
classes is by no means a fixed one, but vaisaccordilng to the
conditions at the tinie. The (legeneratilig clemient is awv

largec one. If in thie listory of religion (legeneracy scenîs to
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