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from imy collection those uuused bsjeccxnens
'which I so strongly denounce? 1 expect
to decreacie iny collection by tomie 200 vir-
icties, which I shahl gentiy consign to tife
wvaste paper basket, tii. place where they
belong.

The action on the part of the publishers
of certain philatelie journals in agreeitng to
refuse ail advertisemnents iii which counter-
feits and reprintq are offcred is certainly
coxnienclable, and is a step in tic righit
direction. Can they not be induced also
to inelude iu the category of pictures
(tlxey ccrtainly are not stanips,) harmfmml to
philately the reinainders wvhich are anital-
ly sold to dealers by varions goverunits?
I cannot, sec liov a sinall picture, priiatcd
uI)of a piece of gtimmed paper, wvhicli bas
never donc duty as a postage stantp, and
yet is flot good for postage in the counitry
by whichi it, was issued, eati be terned a
postage staip. Why, then, give thein a
place in our catalogues and in our collec-
tions?

To one -w'ho is inclined to look inito the
future, the undoiag of philately will sem
to have its bcginning iu these glaring in-
consistencies with which the "«science" is
at present hurdened. Until these are rem-
edied we must not hope to have philately
placed upon a s3ubstantial, acientifie basis.

Postal Systems.

Did you ever.-stop.to thioak of the won-
<rý(-rful organizatioif th at ip8ures the regu-
lxx transmission of every little letter, an d
its final safe delivery to it...owner, Ieven ait
the remotest ends of the world,,the crowd-
ed foreign city, or the soitudes of the
mountain or the forest?. Ynu .Çannot go to
,a point so isolated as $0. be. .beyond the

ininistrationis of the pottoffice; but iin stnnc
foreigit couu'trie's you NV%.Illd lindd Vely
strange messeugers axa d ud eiipl> ed.

lu the Lhxîted States thfsft x ib :o
admirably organizcd that tdie lu ot ki of the
letter-carrier ceases to have aii iiix':v'idu-
ality. If you %verc to crossb tle ocUZxxn,
however,, and vi.sit swnte of the cuntrics of
Asia, youi NvouId stce ýsoxw very t1ueer )ost.-
mn. In nortiiern lIndia, ainung i humali-
alayas, lettors aîre carricdl by i..t-ive rtua-
nets at the end of a cIcft st.ickI. Somne-
tintes omxe of these jpo!tincît 'ul! travel a
hundred ailes to c(awc Li týt- iii;
sive, the lettur bumgdeljvemcd '.' dS lfc.1f
ia (xoiflit*ioV ais wifeu lU 1,t.

The coiiinmoneý,r. type cfImidÀ u.m.n
nce', or N%plwalaa'wexmr. a ln
white coat, very lilttrou-ýr.,,:o a litge
light-blue turban. Ilis lettet b.vg is ln
froin bis3 sitolder, :111d lie c:u rie., a u:
stiAc with a sh:uip ironi puint, w lxmci citu
be used as a wte.aIfof inics of nuecd. Tiie
stick is adormxed iith six little brass liels
which serve to give niotice of the :îppxo.aih
of the post.

If you -%vre in Jalpan you %vould sec
lithe, wiry ruvincr.5, %vitl very littIle cioth-
ing on their broin odes darting here
and there ziiiotiir the cruwd. Evcrybody
givesý way before thecm, for thcy are the
postmen of the empire. Their axail is car-
ried in smnall baskets btrapped to their
sides. They are capable of utaaa a
gocd (leal. of fittiguc(, Und uuJkc %w o1durful
journeys at tintes.

Amiong the placid Chlnesc, hurry is a
form of vulgar impatienice. conscuuetly
very littie dispatch is used iu carrying the
mails in that great empire. They urc con-
tent te convey all ordinary cominunieti-
tions either by blaw paddling-- or poling


