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LESSON VIIIL.-NOVEMBER 19

PLnLIc READING OF THE SCRIP
TURES.
Neli. 8. 1-12 Memory verses, 1-3

GOLDEN TEXT.

The eara of all the people wero atten-
tivo unto the book of the law.~Neh. 8, 3

OUTLINE.

1. Reading the Word, v. 1-6.

2. Teaching the Word, v. 7, 8.

3. Recefving the Word, v. 9-12,
Timo.—About B.C, 444,
Place.—-Jerusalem,

LESSON HELPS.

1. ** Tho street that was beforo the
water gate '~ This gate led from the
tuuplo to tho brovk Kilron. * Ezra th-
suribo "--The scribo was mure than 2
scribo or copylut; ho was o man of learn-
{ag, and cdited what ho wrote and pre
pared & commentary upon it “To
bring the book of tho law of Mosecs,”
which Ezra had rovised and written out
in the Chaldean charactér.

2. " All that could bear with under-
standing " -—-One¢ must bear ond then un-
dorstand. To comprehend spiritual truth
thero must bo a epiritual state of mind
Prayer aids the luteliect. * Upon the
firat day of tho soventh month *—On the
firat day of the civil year, which was
ushered in by the sound of trumpets. and
on this first day was held tho feast of tho
trumpets. It was abaut the time ol the
autumnal equinox. Tbo ecclesiastical
vear began in the spring of tho month
Nigan, at which time the Jews came out
of Egypt.

3. “ Tho ears of all the peoplo wero at-
teative,” as well they might be, for they
)\Vere not familjar with the book of the
aw,

4, ** A pulplt of wood'—A ralsed plat-
form, 80 that the reader of the law could
bo geen and heard. Many so-called pul-
plts scom iIntended to partly hide the
preacher from his congregation Eera's
pulpit wag not of that kind. * Beside
him stood,” etc.—Thirteen men whose
names live In history berause they alded
Ezra in a roligious service.

5. ** All tho people stood up "—Out of
respect for the sacred word. Let us
reverenco the gervice of the church.

6. Blessed bo the Lord for the law
which he had given and which was now
to be read. Let us be thankful for the
Holy Secriptures.

8. ** Caused them o understand the¢
reading "—Ancient Hebrow was parth
lost by the Jows {n thelr seventy years
of captivity. The Jaw in Hebrew wa
read by Ezra, and thoge beside hin
translated 1t into the Chaldee dialect, ane
gave brief explanations. Besides the in-
terpretation, some of the rites and cere
monies had to be explained, as the feast
of the tabernacles. The law was (1)
distinctly, which refers, not to pronun-
clatian, but means with some exposition,
(2) the sensC was given -its vaiue shown,
and (3 iIn such & way as te muke the
truth clear and impressive.

9, " This Jay is hol, ° -The holiday+
were then holy days  This wus the first
day of the civil year. All the peopic
wept, partly for joy over a long-lost na-
tlonal treasure. They heard Jchoval
speaking to them out of the past. Joy
prompted tears,

10. “Send portions unto them,” ete.—
While feasting think of those who o
necessity are fasting, and give gomething
to them out of your abundance As Gor

gives his truth, and we joy over {t sr
let the hand of charity be open, that th-
poor and necedy may also rejoice.

12. “ Becauge ttar
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IULLIC UKADING OF TUR SQRIPTURE.

|

Truth prompted to Joy and joy to charity.
Truth does not sadden, hut the memory
of s8ins may, and ought to, untll wo ro-
pent and are forgiven.

HOME READINGS.

M. Public reading of the Scriptures -
Nebh. 8. 1-12.

Tu. Obeying the law.—Neh. 8. 13 to 9. 3.

. God's word to bo studied.- Deut. 11
13-21.

1. Delight in the word.- Psalm 119 1-16

i, The Scriptures belieycd.—2 Kings 22
3-13.

8. Tho word rejected.- Jer. 36. 9-24.

Su. Reward in kecping. - Psalm 19. 7-14.

By whom was it given ?

Why was this command pecessary ?

How were tho people to show thelr
Joy ?

What was a source of atrength to
them *

What did the Lovites say to the people?

Why did the people obey promptly T

Who Is a wise hearer of tho word ?

PRACTICAL TBACHINGS.

\Vhere in this lcsson have we a good
examplo—
1. For Surday-school scholars ?
2 For Sunday-school teachers ?
3. For all of God's peoplo ?

1 JRIPIRE| 15| CHRIDT-
PERFECT °

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY. i

1. Reading the Word, v. 1-6.
Where did the people ussemble ? i
For what did they ask Ezra ?

Why did they ask this of Ezra > Sec !
Ezra 7. 10. ’

Before whom was the law brought ? |

Upon what day and montn ? i

How long was the law read ? h

How did the pcople receive the word °

Who were with Ezra as helpers ? !

How did the people show their reve-- |
»nce for the word ?

To whom did Ezra ofter thanks ?

How did the people respond ?

What 1s tho duty of all who have ears ?
Rev. 2, 7.

* Teaching the Word, v. 7. 8.

Who were the teachers in this Bible
:ichool ?

What clause in verse 7 shows that they
-ere good teachers ?

What three thinge are stated of thei-
‘eaching 2 Verse 8.

Under what king of Judah had the pea-
e been taught the law ? 2 Chron. 17.
Whose duty was {t to give such teach-
ug ? Lev. 10. 8-11.

3. Receiving the Word, v. 9-32. N

the

What command was given to
peoplo ?

TIR ALPINE GOATHERD,

THE ALPINE GOATHERD.

Many pleasing plctures have been
drawn for us, by travellers, of the Alpine
goatherd and his flock. The grassy
slopes of the Alps afford fine pasturage
for the herds of cows, goats and sheep
owned by the mountaineers. Both men
and women tend these flocks, often along
the precipitous sides of the mountains,
where it would be death to any foot less
sure to tread. The short sgkirts of the
women and the bobtalled jackets of the
men, give them the appoarance of boys
and girls, until their faces are seen.

These Swiss mountaineers are sturdy,
hardy people, generally honest and polite,
though always on the sharp lookout to
make whatever fee they can by guiding
travellers over the precipitous slopes of
the mountains. Thelr flocks conslst
chiefly of goats. ‘These goats are usu-
ally belled, and cach beil is said to pps-
sess @ different tone.  When thoy are alt
clanging together, travellers detlare that
l;.l 18 reaily like listeulng to music to hear
them.

Each goatherd carries, in eddition to
hls alpenstock—a stick for climbding—a
great orn, known as’tho “ Alpine horn.’”

‘ This horn is truly a huge affair, and {t

is often the source of wonder to tnvelle::s
d

how tho goatherd can bear to be burden
with it. Sometimos it is aa much as
elght feot long, aud ancarly always from
four to aix. It i{s made eithor of wood
or metal, and often a most musical com-
bination of sounds can bo produced upon
it by a akilful player. 3ometimes an
entire air 1s played, the principal sae be-
ing the Swiss ** Ranz duy Vaches,” or the
cattlo cgll,  When they hear it the flocks
alwayg quit their browsing, and find thelr
way to the goatherd in anewer to the
summons. In this way thoy are gathered
togeiher for their homeward journey.
The goathord in the plcture does not
seem to have a horn anything llke 80
fong as the Alpine horns are said to be.
Doubtless he is too sensible to provide
himself with ono so cumbersome.

Thoe I. B. R. A. The Iutornational
Bible Reading Asgociation (known by the
initials 1. B. R. A) was organized In
London in 1882 for the purpose of pro-
moting Bible reading in the home, as
well a8 to ald teachers and scholars in
studying tho Sunday-school lesson.
Sinco that time there have been issued
630,000 membership cards, an average of
cver 37,000 yearly., The work has
spread into sixty different countries, and
the same daily portions of the Scriptures
are read by members gpeaking thirty
different languages. We have several
times had occasion to refer to thls as-
oclation, and with pleasure refer to it
wgain. Those intorested and desiring
aurther particulars may apply to Dr.
Price, Dental Surgeon, Toronto.
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BOOKS FOR BOYS:

% Suap Shots from Boy Life.
A Boy's Talks to Bw%vn. ByF.C.T.
O’Ha Illustratod by A. P. Coop-

Architects of Fate; or, Steps to Success
and Powor. A book dosigned to in-
apire youth to Character-Bullding,

i-Culture, and Noblo Achiovo-
gslcrbt;. By Orison Swett Marden.
Jlo

....................... scsssnee

075 2

Success. .
A book of Idcals, Helps and Exam-
plea for all desiring to msko tho

. Ilustrated with ten fine
traits of cminecat porsons. Clom. .

to tho Front; or, Buccess
undor Diflicultics. A book of in-
spiration and encouragement to all
who aro struggling for sclf-clova-
tion nlonii tho paths of knowledge
and of duty. By Orison8wott Mar-
den. Illustrated with twenty-four
gilouportmita of cmincnt perso.

oth

............ 4actscitisconanssinns

3 The Sscret of Achievement.

} A book designed to teach that the
highest achiovemont is that which
resulta  in _noble manhood and
t\;’;;manhood; t :ho:lrfh is 80!(1;0-

rthan w. zndor

um%gm that chamowxgx;n tho
only success. B S
Marden. Ilustra 125 &8
Dofors Living} 5
By Charles F. Wingate. Cloth. ...

% Torch Besrors of History.
3 A oonnectod sories of Historical
Bhuling M.A) Ednoursh - Hoat
b ) o
and ggennd écries. ox:og volume.

....................... ®esssccnne

3 What 8hall Our Bo

193 &

Cloth

A Veteran of 1812,

3 Tho Lifo of James FitzGibbon. B
NMary Agnos FitzGibbon. Socon:
editiop, with portraits and fllustra.

g tlong. Cloth..ec..c.oo ..evieinnnne

3 Faceto Fave with Na .

An Epglish Boy’s Adventuresin tho
Groat french War. . V. Caine,
With two_plans and six lllustra~
tiong. By Enoch Ward, Cloth.... 125

2 The Cruiss of the Cachalot,

. Round tho World afwr S%rrxsn
Whales B&ank'l‘.nuucn.n t
Alate. Cloth.cesercessensss cectecene

100

125 &

“ It i3 immonse."—Xipling.

“The book is ronl, a picco of life.~—
Aoademy.

ngtvrl’ardo? olf“ the il:‘mtgs and Other
WA .D. us . B
Loughlin,” Cloth e
Threo Boys in the Wild North Laund.
By Egerton R. Young. Cloth......
Walter Gibbe, the Young-Boss.
And otacr stories. By E W,
Thomeon. Cloth.
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