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THE ONTARIO EVANGELIST.

HOW TO »1ULY THE BIkLL.

How should we <tnds e Bible? Wi tha :
highest oxordine of out onn P, aod thae Dost
e of abl possbide fuatiins, )

The truths s hoare ilhli-l\cn\ Whle tosak faogt
are »a phin upon the sacred page, that he wbo
s may read thems but that comprehensi:
grasp of the vedemptive »)stem which flows om
a minute acquaintanee with all puts ot the Bible,
and 2 caretul generalization of them by the
synthetic procuss, catmut be acquired without
deep thinking and a wise pplication of eieny
ausshiar,

Nor is this surprising.  “The Bible is a collee
tion of siaty-sis books, written by abeut thusy
persens, inspired suecessively through a penod
of moe than ffteen centuties. It cubraces g
sast varicty of mottes, presented i yreat diver-
sity of form, and clothed with every variation of
style. It includes doctrines, preceprs, promizes,
and cxamples 1o regulate the fath and conduct
of'wen, n sl the relations of ife.  Tts utteramces
are in prose or poctiy, history and prophecy,
simple narrative or formal discourse, comprehen-
sive summury or chiborate treatise, convincing
ArgHMEnt or presuasive appead, as o(csion re
quwred,  Inspitation was not wiconsistent with
the fullest exercise of inspired-powers.  Hence,
while the Scriptures are animated throngh and
through by the htemnal Spirit breathing one
mighty sufiject tar ove yrand purpose,  they
nevertheless abound in Jitierences of style miow-
ing ot of ihe dissimilar constitutions, educations,
occupations, and positions of their respective
authors,

These difficultics would hawve evisted had the
inspired writers been our own ancestors, speaking
our own language.  Buz they were not Enghish.
men, noreven Occidentals. ey were Hebrew s,
and in the lughest sense Ordentals.  "The race
comprises two great classes, very unfike in their
habits of mind and modes of lite. “The Hebrews
belonged to one of these classest we are mem.
bers of the otlier. Hence, when we undertahe
the study of the Bible, we are calied upon to
divest ourselves of the pecufiarities of Occi-
dentalism, ard to put on the characteristics of
Orientalism. “We are 10 forget our ways of
thinking, feeling, and acting, vur faws, customs,
andl manners, and imagine ourselves Hebrews of
ancient Palestine, hving and woving in the very
midst of the stirring events of the Bible,

Now, 1 overcome the obstacles which *would
characterize the Bible were it an English .pro.
duction, would requize mental traiving  and
general information; but to conquer the difs-
culties of the real case demands further qualifi-
cation. It volves all that would enable us {0
view the Scriptures from the standpoint of the
Hebrew people. It therefore requires a know.
ledge of their political, ecclesiastical, and natural
history, their opiniuns, institations, and usages,
their chronology and geography, theivmineralogy
and-botany.  Master minds have delved fu all
these departments. “I'heir treasures are stored
in books. Every one should provide himself
with such bools, and study them, too, until he
is as familiar with Oriental hfe as it he had been
horn and reared by the side of Abraham, and
David, and Jesus. Then, when he studies the
Bible, much of what is now obscure will be ill.
uminated, and that which now sems strange and
iapettinent, will then appear natural and ap.
propnate.

When this Eastern knowledge has been ac-
quired, the Bible is scarc ly more difticalt than
if its thoughts had flowed in Western channels.
“To imagine vursclves Hebraws is in effect to
make the Bible English. Having accompliched
this transfer, we are to ascertain the nicaning of
the bible, as we wadd leasn the sense of any
othier colleciion of vuch diveesity in watter, form,
and style.  Bach of the sivty-six books shiould
be studied by wselt.  kvery circamstance of jts
origin and object should be vividly before the
mind.  {t should then be studied analytically
and synthetieally. I this study be vigorous and
patient, it will show the bearings of the various
parts and the furce of the entire book. This
process of studying one bovk of the Bible should
be applied 1o all the books of that collection,
both in their chronological order and w theip
usual arrangement.

It such a study of the Bible as 1 have sugzest-

“d be accompanted by a inely sense of lability
o crror, and ‘aithfal prager o the Spirit for
* guidance mto all teuth.” there will be hand
the ele...2nts of wath, sut of which will rise the

law of God n awful majusty und the atonement
of his Sun in meltingsplendor, aud around these
fina piliaes will the other doctrines of the Bible
fall mto order, the precepts, promuses, and ex-
smples of the same take their resprective places,
ana then the wonderful completeness, the im-
perishable giory, and the infinite energy of the
Biible system overwhieln the mind, passion
the heart, and sway the Weow-Clhristian Advocate,
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IRREMEDIABLE ELEMENE IN |
sEN. {

THE

Phere B sunetbnag that repent mce cannot do.
There v someching that it cotidd not do for Paat
or Zaechims of the penitent thiek There iy
something that t cannot do for you or me: it
cannot alter our disloyal record, our past as sine
i ten, .

Now, then, what can it do? It scems to me
that n man who has opened his eyes 1o this fact
has come face to face with the reality of' things,
and this very fact iay set in motion in his heart
the cmancipating power of God, 1 he sees that
the pa<t sin 18 permanent as a record, that it
goes on for a long time exercising its infinence
upon him, he will come to a better estimate of
the sinfulness of the act and of his own folly in
identityidg his geod with any such action; and
this sense of his terrible act and of his tolly in
doing it will generate n repugnance to it which
is the very power of God in enancipating the
soul {rom its reeore = its habit.  When Boau
cume to Jook upon tars rash act, when he thought
that he conld not undo it by wning his past
over and sheddiog a few tears in his presence,
then the resalt of bis impetuasity boeame more
serious, and led him to think more deeply of acts,
which, though inadvertently done, are fined, and
send their influence over the whole of 2 maw's
lite in this world.  Would he not also feel more
and mere lus awn folly in identifying the good
of Ius rational spirit with the satisfaction of
appetite ! And would not this sentiment, the
very fact that the past was persistent,.that it had
rained down judgment upon hitn,~would not-
that fact genurate a new power of self-protectivn,
vigilance, and freedom in his heart? -

Much more with Pagk.  We know that the
recoil of his soyl from the past, the récoil of his
soul from his guilt and folly, was the power of

jod that developed in his heart all his sval and

effectiveness as an apostle of Christ  We know
that it was this same recobfroma fised abhorrent
past which made Zacehreus say, “‘I'e half of my
soods 1 give w the poors and, if I have taken
anything from any-man by fabe accusation [
restor2 it fourfold.”  He allowed his whole pasg
to excite in him a proper thought and a proper:
emotion, and these brought ‘into his hearnt the
delivering power of God.  *

If we face our bad acts and our bad deeds ns
permanent things—things that no tears can wash
out, no wepentance can undo, nothing can change
from what it js,~there @il be a recoit i g
from the past, there will be a sense of guiltin us,
a sense of folly in us, for having identificd the
cternal good of the human spirit with such grati
fications,  And the recoil will be the power of
the eternal spirit delivering us from our past and
from our habit into the future which God has
willed for us, and into the habit that Christ wears,
and which we may share,— Ren, Geonged. Gardeu.
THE SIMPLICITY OF PROPORTIONATE

GIVING.

Consider how simply the thing could be done,
The greater number of God's people receive
weekly wages.  Were they 10 exercise forcthought
and cconomy in order to give to God, what an
important influence it would have on their
characters and habits ! Grhers have fixed salaries
and are paid half yearly or quarterly, “They
might put aside at once out of the sum received
what they purpose giving to God; but even in
their case, would not the habit of regularly stor.
ing for God, from week 0 week, be of immense
senice?  We lately heard a young minister say
that he never felt as much of the love of Chuist
in his heart. except, perhaps, at a communion
table, as when on the Lord’s morning, without
<ay laman eye to see him, he took the previous.
¥ alluted portion of his salary, and solemnly
dedicated it to the service of his Lord and
Master; and those who have no fixed salaries
could casily take an-average. say fer three years,
as they are obliged 10 do for fucome purposes,
and weekly dedicate of therr profits to God.
How such *storing” would tend to counteract
vorldliness, and 'bring men o realize their
responsibility in the use of money!  How eagy
1t would be then for « everyone” 1o give “as
God hath prospered I’ “T'he servant ten shillings,
perhaps, and if so, her master, in many instances,
ten pounds at least— Dr. Derkeley.

Guverner Taylor, of 7 ‘ennessee, recently told
of a colored dleagyman who preached a sermon
on the teat i~ And the multtudes came to him,
and he healed them of divers discases”  Sajd
he ;- My dying congregavion, this is a terrible
text.  Disease is in the world. The smallpox
slays its hundreds, the choler its thousands and
the yellos, %ever its tens of thousands, but, in the
language of the text, 1f you take the divers, you
arc gone. These eanthly doctors can cure the
swallpox, cholera and yellow fever if they get

there in time, but nobody but the goed Lord can
cure the divers,”
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GUELPH, ONTARIO,

m!llb popular Iostitution b,ran the Founth Sehiolagtie
iy Year seplander st Since that date the attepdance
o b been larger than duri any formier year,
W The Vaculy by boon suenpibened, the Prelsises
enlanged, and new af pliatus added,  The Buaness Dge
padment afords eae of the best cours s obtAinable, while
the Shorthasd Depattaent ks accomplished rexults ane
equalled In the hbtory of Shorthand, Foustees States
and Provinees are alréady seprosented on t e roMl of the
Tustitution,  Ladies are admitted to all the adsantayes
oficred,  Students enler at any time and progressas
rapidly a~ naturil abiliy and former educational advants
ages pemit,  For cireulars mailed tree, addres

M. MacCORMICK, Principal, ”

A CONVINCING ARGUMENT.

Dr. Vincent says that he never denounces
people for playing at cards, dancing and theatre.
going, beeause they are not absolute, but relative
wrong.  But he leaves the adoption of these
amusements to the judgment of the young people
in this way : “T draw a picture of Rev, Dy, John
Hall, Bishop Matthew Simpson, and 1. L. Moody
sitting down together and.shufiling cards for an
evening, dancing themselves red with halfdress
ed women, or going (o the theatre, ‘Fhey always
seem shocked at the mere meation of such con-
duct by such Christians.  But Iask them if they
don't want as good a place in heaven as a bishop
shall-have.  And then I tell them that, if they
canapprove these amusements in church leaders,
then of course they may ask the leaders to approve

the same inthem; otherwise, not” Itisa good
putting of the jssue,

PRESIDENT HOPRINS TESTIMONY
‘TO CHRIST.

The late President Hopkins in making his
will, which bhas just been admined to probate,
begius with an acknowledgment of the goudness
of God, and the eapression of his faith in the
Lotd Jesus Christ, in these nords: == In mike
ing my will [ wish first 10 express -y sense of
the great goodness of God o me during a fong
life, the-blessings of which have far exceeded my
expectations,  Second, 1 wish to express my
unshaken faith -in the glotious Gospel of that

-blessed God as it is revealed by and in Jesus

Christ, and my personal aceeptance of him as
my only.ground of hope in passing into the
future world ; and my prayer is that all wy child.
ren may aceept this Savjour n their hearss, nnd
obey Him in théir Jives.”

T'he Hindus themselves fee] and know that
the downfall of their faith is inevitable. Hence
the groiing umiest that is taking hold of the

masses,  Keshbub Chunder Sen was obhged 1o [

acknowledge years ago, “that the. spitit ot
Christianity has alteady prevaded the whole
atmosphere of Indian society; and we breathe
think, feel, and wove in a.Crristian atmosphere,
Native society Is being aroused, enlfightened and
reformed under the influence of Christianity.”
And the same half-heathen, half.Christian rhee
torician recently crowned ths, his testimony, in
a public speech at Calcutta with.the confession :
“ Our hearts are totched, conquered, overcome
by 2 higher power; and this power is Christ,
Christ, not the British government, rules [ndial
No one but Christ has deserved the precious
diadem of the Indian crown, and he will have it.”
—Clnistian ddvocate

And this leads us 10 say that our prayers
should also be inspired by a large Lenevolence.
Paul taught Christian-soldicrs to pray not only
for success in their ona batdles, but to engage in
“supplication for all saints, and for me.” Often,
when our prayers are dull and half frozen by
selfishuess, the hedrt would thaw out in the sun~
beams of beneficence—the spirit would glow with
a new interest if the petitioner would reach out
in behalf of others and scek for them a blessing,
Our prayers are frequently too circumscribed,
and partake more of selfishness than of phifan.
thropy and brotherly love.—Christian Standard,

Charles Kingsley has said, “ I a tree is not
growing, it is sure in the looyg run 10 be dying.”
Aud so are our souls. 1t they are not growing
they are dying; if they are not geiting beuter
they are getting worse.  This is why the Bible
compares our souls 10 trees; not out of 3 mere
pretty fancy of poetry, but for a great, deep
world-wide lesson, that every tree in the ficld
may be a pattern, a warning to us thoughtless
men, hat as that tree is meant to grow, so our
souls are meant to grow.  As that tree dics unless
it grows, so the soul's spiritual hfe must die
unless it grows.— . . Muly in Guide,
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Absolutely Purc.

‘This Powder never varies. Amarsedof: putity, strength
and wholewomeness,  More economicat than the ordinacy
hinds, and cannot be sold in competition with the mutti
tude of low text, short weight alum or plosphate powders,
Sold ouly fn cans.  Roval, Bakine Powngg Co.y 106
Wall Street, N Y.

Nine Solid Reasons.
TaE best place withoeut exception to obtain ATHOROUGH,

PRACTICAL BUSINESs EDUCATION, and a sUrhkIOR
STYLE OF WKITING, B at

VIOV A

the Nowthemn Budiness College, Owen Sound. Why ?
1st.~The Prineipal is a ol 1 ace , and

gives his whole attentionto his work,

]_znd.»«llc employs the best teaching talent to assist

hint,

3ede=-tle has taken, first prize for penmanship cvery
year for five years past at the Indu (riad Exbibition, To.
ronto, and at every Provincal Bxhibition whe » his work
has been shown.

Ath.—The College buskling is 2 large three storey stone
and brick building, owaed by the Prncipal, and uied ex:
E!usil\cly for College purposes, It is separate_from other

aildings.

5(!1.-l'—'l'hc studcnts are not crow.led ito Jrd or 4th flats
over stores, markets or billiard roomns. T'nis is Tie
ONLY BU>iNess Cut LEGH 1N CANADA, AND THE SECOND
IN AMERICA OWNING THI: PREMISES THEY OCCUDY.

Gth.=Students -have not the temptations in Owen
Sound that they have in the cities. -1t is a healthy place,
and has water work, a proper sewefage system, 3:

7th. =It has no FIGURE-READ PRFSIDENT W hose name

P m the to give it prestige, but
-whose countenance is niever seen in the class-tooms as a
regular teac ai- ~only as an oceasional visitor,

Sth «~TlLe vapense of a course Is small compared with
others becauce the fees are- reasonable. “Ihere are no
extras, and board is cheap, only $2:50 per week in private
familics. . N

9th.—It has the heatty support of the business come
munity in which it is situated,

For particutars write to

¢ A. FLEMING, :

Principal,
OWEN ‘SOUIND.
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For Ghuff;mdge, School or Parlor,

WARRANTED FIRST-CLASS.
Catalogues Free.

. BEILI & O,

Organ Manufacturers,

GUELPH,. - CANADA.

THE DOMINION WASHER
AND&WER.

PATENTED 1885,

TFUIE most perfect and complete Washer and Wringer
in the Dominion. It takes the lead wherevet jn«
troduced 1 it washes eaaily 1 it washes quichly; it wathes
¢ean,  With it a dozen anticles of average size can be
washed and wrung'ont Within fiv minutes, Thes Machine
is o casily vperated and does its work so perfectly and
50 quichly, that wherever introduced it is soon recognized
as an adticle of necesity. It washes upon the same
principle ag hand-mbbir;g, yet 3o gently that it docs not
injere even the finest fabrics, It s self-adjustieg, and
washes even the finest linen or the largest blanke? with
aqual ease, 1t does not Van‘nl!y wash the elothes, feave
ing them to be finished by hand, but does its work petfectly
and completely, doing away with the washboard and
tund-rubiang altogether, It wadhes a dozen or mote
antictes at onee, thereby accom lizhing, i an hour or so,
as much work as would otherniae occupy the whole day.
A. L. Burke, of Steatford, Ont,, the patentee of this
Machine, offers $3000f a challenge comprtition by any
wther Washing Machine cver invented thar will accom-
plish ats work equally as well, as quickly, as ca<ily and
with s little injury to the clothes., Evety Machine
1 to give satisfzen

Sold s2paratcor bined,  Priceof Machi; P
with Wringer, $133 without Wringer, $5.  Orders
attended to as soon rs possible Correspondense solicite

ISAIAH W. ROYCE, .
Everton P, 0.,
General Agent for tho Townships of Exin,

comnlet

aledon and Garafraxa, and all Towns
and Villages therein.



