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-IN PARENTlHESIS."

hI readingr the life of Slielley iny attLentiuîi was attracted
by the following words whlui referred to his d.iughter, Il(she
nar-ried a Mr. Esdaile and (lied ini Th6."1le article on Shelley

wvas a long one, full of detail. Lt traced bis life from birth te
death, noted bis cheracteristies, guaged the influences opcratingy
on thern, enuinerated the circumnstances surrounding, hhn, and
hiere, iii the nmidst of ail the elaboration wa,; this epitoine of a life
-"(she married a, Mr. Esdaile and died in 1876)."

How sicrnificant of w'hat wonian's life in the past lias been
rthink Of tliose long years of cbuldhood with its triflingr sorrows

whichl seemed so overwheliming te lier, the torri aprons and the
littie aches and pains; the happy girlhood 'with its dreams and.
fancies, the dawning wornanhood, love's aw\akeningY and lier
marriage (and this is the first thing, ici seeins, werthy of notice,)
Mien we take up the life again with its gathering glooxns and
bursts of sunshine until-she died.

To ber, life's brimming cup was as alluring as it appeared
to Adam upon his firist gliad day in Eden, a;nd as shie drank its
iningled sweet and bitter, life was to bier as great and mnysterious
a thing as it was to Miin, and is thiq the essence of it ail ?-"(shie
inarried a Mr. Esdaile and died in 1876>.»>

Wliat wonder that wonian lias liad littie of wvisdorn to add
to the world's great store, that she bas not often broken the
bread of Truth to the hungrry. XVas not this lier gospel in the
past-inarriage and deatli, prepare for niarriage-prepare for
deïath

"A parenthesis is something coing in beside, a sometlîin,('
which nmay be taken out without altering the sense" and this
is how inost womnen have spent thieir ]ives, Iliii beside,>' touching
the world only through their fathers, their hiusbands or their
sons, and at last have been Iltaken out " -w\ithout alteringr the

But thioughyl that short pathetie sentence seemis typicail of
-wonan's life in the past, it aise touches us ail. It is a charac-
teristie of the hiunian race, this desire to be important, to 'effeet.
something. We wish to be loved, wve can bear te be hated, but
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