
TWO PURSE-COMPANIONS.

Tbey lauglted, and Vibbard blurted out,

witb a qucer, boyish grimace:

IlIt's me~. Slie den't like me. lley,
Thorny V'

IlIt's neaî'er the trutit," returnied his
friend, "lte say thiat you're so bashful

yeu don't give bier half a chance Wo make

known wvbat site dees think of you."

"lOh, time enougb-time eneuglt," saîd
Vihbard, goe(l-humeorediy.

Reniemhbering that 1 must hurry back

Wo catch my train, I suddenly feund that

I haci been in an abstracted meed, for 1
'vas stili standing 'vitlt xy Itat off.

Il Veli, let tue know bow yeu get on,"

1 said, jocosely, as 1 parted fron the coin-
rades.

Yet for* the life of me I cetl(l net tell

Wlticb one of theiti it wvas titat I sbould
expect te bear front as a suiter for the

girl's band.

It 'vas withiin a fortnight after titis

that they came te my office-for 1 had

been admnitted te the bar-atd anneounced

that the tinte for drawing up their long-

Pending agreentent hiad arrived. Tlîey
were stili as eager as ever about it, and I

verY seon had the instrument made eut,

statimig the niutual conlsideratic;n, and duly

8igned and sealed.
Finding thtat they bad been at Stansby

agaili, I was prompted Wo ask thent more
about Ida.

"lDO you know, i said, boldly, "lthat

1 alu very inuchit vz'iled as Wo whtich of

YOU 'vas the more iîtterested in hier?"P
They Wook it iii good part, and Silver-

tbern answered:

"Tltat's netsurprising. I don't know,
mnyself."1

I"i trying," said Vibbard, bluxttly,

"te mrake Tborny fait in love with lier.

]BUt 1 can't seern W succeed."

"No," said bis friend, "lbecause I lut-

sist UlPef it tbat she's just the 'vemant for
Yoi&.'

Vibbard turned te me with ait expres-

8ien of ridicule.

IlYes," lie said, "lThorny is as muchi

wrapped up in that idea as if his own

happiness depended on îoy marrying hier."

IlYou're rivais, then, after a new fash-

ioni," was my conmment. IlDon't you see,

though, how you are te settle it "
iNo."j

"lWhy, eachi of you should propose in

forni for the other. Then Miss Winwood

would have to take the difficulty into hier

own liands."
llla, hia!"' lauglbed Vibbard. "lThat's

a good idea. But suppose she don't care

for either of us 1 "
Il Very welI. 1 doni't sec that iii that

case she would he worse off tItan your-

selves, for nieither of you seemn to care

for lier-."
Il yes, we do "' exclaîîncd S'Îlver-

thorn, instantly.
les, we care at great deint," insîsted

Vibbard.
They both grew so veî*y eanest oveî'

titis that 1 didn't dare to continue Uîo

subject, and it was left i greater mnystcry

than before.
At last the tinie of graduatioun caîtie,

and the two fricîîds parted Wo pursue their

separate ways. -Silverthorni had at wid-

owed nmother living at at distance iii the

country, whose incoitte hzul barely ensLhled

lier te send hîim through collpge on a mca-

gre allowatice. le weiit home to visit

bier for a few days, and then promiptly

took bis place oit a daily ltewspaper iii

Boston, wbere lie spent six mntths of

wretched faiture. le lrnd great Itopes

of achieving in a short tinie soine pro-

digious triuniph iii writing ; but at the

end of tis period lie gave it ail up, and

decided Wo develop the niechanical genlus

wbich lie thought lie hiad perhaps inîterit-

ed frein bis fatîter. 1 began to have a,

suspicioni wlîen I learnied that titis new

turn had led bien Wo taîîsly, where lie

procured a position as a sort of clerk to

the superintendent, Winwood.

After seule montits, I weîît eut Wo see


