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THE FUTURE 0F OUR COUNTRY.
(AStTICLE IV.)

THE tiird and isat topic we proposed to consider wasIl "The Future of our Country." t was remarked
by tihe Hon. D'Arcy McGee, that thsefirst shot fired at
Fort Sumter was a warning to Canadians that North
.America was entering upon a new era of ts history.
We do nlot entirely agree witis the inferences which
Mr. McGee drew from this event; but nothing can be
truer than tisat the present time 18 pregnant with great
events. Tlie neighbouriug Republie is rising, phoenix
)ike, from amid thse tires of a great revolution-her soil
red with tihe blood of bier sors, aud wet witis lier
widows' and orpisans' tears. In Canada, thank Pro-
vidcnc-, we have no anarcisy- no violence-no blood-
shed. But tisat man is slow to diseoyer these igus uf
the tinses, who perceives flot tisat our country is on
tihe eve of great change-4that a peaceful revolution
la at our very doors. To use tise words of Lord Monck,
that "la new nationality" i6 about to spring into
existence.

In clsoosing our future state of' political existence,
there are but tbree courses open te us. We must
either continue a colouy of Great Britain; join our
fortunes to thse United States; or become an independ-
eut government. A great deal of false delicacy has
been manifested by Parliameut and tise Press in re-
ferring to these topica. We find no such "lginger.
bread"l loyalty amoug the tatesmen and writers of
tise mother country. Tbey have Ilventilated"l every
une of these contingencies as to tise future of Canada;

and in tise remarks we propose te offer, we shall en-
deavour to apeak witb the samne manlineQsa, fairness
and candour. Iatrlotism is described by a wise inan
te be "an enlightened self-interest,"1 and it la there-
fore the higist patriotias for Canadiana to consider
sud choose tise best political condition for tiseir future
happiness and prosperity.

The writor will yield to none lu bis veneration for
'Great Britalu, and attacisment to many of bier noblo
institutions. During last year bie steod aniidst ber
bustling, euterprlsing cities; ise viewed the ricis mea-
dowa of Eugland, tise mountains and lochs uf Scot-
land, and old Eriu's green bi11a, and lbe felt proud of
our nursing motiser. .And wbat true-bearted Cana-
dian could feel otherwise? Was it not tbere that civil
and religions liberty bad its birtis? Have notliser
warriors covered bier flgg with glory ln every clime;
ber statesmen been renowned in every age; and bier
poetq, piilosopisers, divines, and scisolars, been tise
wouder and admiration of the world? And dues se
flot stand to-day, as for centuries past, " Mistress of
thse Seas," bier fleets wiitening every ocean, and laden
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situated side by ide with tise American Repnblic, and1
tisree tbousassd miles frons tisem, tisere is danger tisati
tise empire may be isumbled tisrough thia country.1
They therefore insist tisat we sisail erect costly defen-1
aive worka. Well, tisen, is Canada wrong lu refusing?1
Whso can say se is, wben we aee no danger of trouble,
except in consequence of some Imperial dispute, and
our intereats lie not lu armiug againat, but in cultivat-
iug tise most friendly commercial intercourse witis our
American neigisiours? Tise trutis is, tisat wisat is thse
test policy for Great Britain on tbia important ques-
tion, la tthe worst policj, for us. Tise sooner tisis l can-
didly acknowledgod and expiaiued to tise Home Gov-
ernment, tise better it will be for botis countries.

Tise connection subsiting betweeu Canada and
Britain bas become anoinalous and daugerons to botis.
We are counected witis Europe, wiilst our interest8 are
essentially tisose of this continent. Tise only danger
lu tise world which menaces tise mother country, arises
from ber unprofitable guardiansisip of Britishs Âme-
rica; and it is nu leas true, tisat our greateat danger
arises from our connecticeu witla her.' If war sisould
uuisappily arise-wisicb God forbid!-Canada must be
tise battle-ground, sud a single campaigu would make
it a beap uf ruina! Britis troopa and Canadian mili-
tia might defend tise country s0 as to retain possession
of it, but they cosld not defend it from wars borrors
aud desolation. Fortifications or no fortifications-
victerlous or defeated-tlse complete destruction of Ca-
nada would te certain, la it te, be wondered at, under
tisese circumstances, that some of tise foremost politi-
clans of Great Britain are desîrous of relieviug tbeir
country from tise danger which i8 connection witis
Canada entails, or tisat many lu tisis country auxions-
ly wiah te be relieved from a position au unfortunate
as thse selected battie ground for tise two Most powerful
nations lu tise world? -

Tise arguments advanced regarding defence aud
war apply with equal force to commercial affaira.
Every unit added tu unr population, every dollar to
unr wealtb, increases tise divergence betwee ur nr.u

terests. With far-seeing wisdom and generous liber.
sllty, Britishs statesmen bave long taugist us to expect
and preqare for a change lu unr pulitical relations;
and many believe, witb Goidwiu Smith, Lord Bury,
and other writers. tisat tise change would nuw promote
tise interests ut botis countries. Regardiug tise ques-
tion there is nu necesity for haste or rasisuese. But
we submit tecunr statesmen wisetiser tise time bas not
arrlved, wvien tise welfare of tise empire, not less tissu
tise safety and prosperity of Canada, demand tisat we
sbould enter upon a new state of political existence.

vwith tise riches ut commerce-riches mure precions RA I LW AY P OSBT AL SE RV I CE.
tissu Opiirs guld? Contrasted witis Britalu, tiseTHE toliuwiug la an abstract ofthtie Report ufthtie
acisievements ut ancieut Greece and Rose pale; sudT Commission appointed te determine tise rates to
lu tisese national frinspisa we have been permitted to be paid te Railways for Postal service.
sare. We feel pruud ut unr counection with "tise Mr. Brydges cunsiders tisat tise diffilculties encoun-

sea-girt le ;" sud, wliatever may ise unr country's tered Sy tise Grand Trnnk Railway Company, lu car-
destiny, we shahl ever ciserisistise warmest affection rying ont f iese undertakinga, sisould influence tise
Anud reverence for tise dear uid land. rate toeSe paid for work doue by tisen. TiseCommia-

But wbaf contemplative mind bas net toit ut lafe alun excinde this couideration.
tisaf, tisougis unr affection for Great Britain resalua Tise Railways urge tiseisigli prices paif inl Great
uudiminiised, tise inexorable marcis ut tise la luosen- Britalu sud Ireland, as jusfifying sisllar prices isere.
ing tihe fies uf isterest wbicb bind us togetiser? As a Tise Commissioners think thsaf argument entitled f0 nu
coiony, tise motiser country bas been ut great advau- weiglst wisatever, because these iigis prices are ail for
tige f0 us; ber support sud protection have been given "1Poat-office trains," ut wiich tise Pustmaster-General
ungrndgiugly and unseifisisly. But Canada canuof prescribes tiseisour of departure sud tise stopping
now be called a colony witli proprlety. Diagnise it as places. Besides, tisey argue, tise greater tise traffic,
-ave may, wisen Contederafion takes place, a new tise greater tise danger ut interference, sud tise iigiser
nation wilhi e boru. Tisis tact it la wisicis, conjoined tise remuneration must Se.
with unr internai commercial relations witb tise United Tise Railways tisen put forward, as precedents, tise
States, la fast causing unr paf ha te diverge-our inter- rates paid lu tise States. TiseCommiasionera examine
esta f0 clasis. Tise defence question well illustrafes tise circumstances ufthtie mail service on several ufthtie
this point. Wsat bas Seenia hiafory? Attise break- U. S. liues, sud cose ftefthe conclusion, tisat, as tise
iug onutftise siayeisoidera' rebellion, Great Britalu cases are nuf analagous te those otounr railroada, if
tsrged Canada te malte preparafions for defence. Our would be uuwise te follow tise exaspie set lu any une
Parliamneuf replied by tirowing ouftishe custly Militia ufthfem, while if would be uns@afe f0 trike an
Bill brought lu by tise Goveruseut outhtie day. Every average.

f ew montiss ince-aud nuit as strongly as ever-we Tise Railways next state fisaf tise Puaf-office comn-
bave been importuned tu erect fortifications, sud place partmnent wuuld huld fifleen passeugera, sud tsaf tise
ounr silifia on a war footing. Our G verument delsys G overuxuent sbould psy for eacisttip tise fbrougi tare
sud isesitafes tu cosply-and wisy? Simply because uft fiat number ut persous. Tise Cossiasioners are
nine-tentha ut Our peuple are ufterly opposed tiste clear tisat mail baga are nof passengers, but freigbt;
building ut fortifications, sud regard sucis an expen- sud tisat, mureuver, tise carniage ufthtie mails dues nul
diture as a uselesa, unecessary sud recklesa itaste ot excînde a single passenger.
public suney. Nuw, is Great Britalu wrong lu per- IJpon tise wisole, tise Commiasioners fiink tisat tise
iteutly pressing ns lu ars? We cannot aay se is. Poat-office Departmeut, reqniring a space capable of
;-Qm Fomler point of view, ber stafessen are acting confaiuing three sud one-tiird tous ut frelgbt, mtua

.wiaely. Tise Alabama sud otiser disputes bave evi- psy for tisat weigbt if tieseaime rate tisatishe public
deuced fisaf war witi tise United States le nul ispos- wouid bave to psy for tise like accommodation.
asible. Tbey sue tisat Canada la fieir weak point; I bat, But l tiswat clasa ut treigist due mail inatter Se.

long? Tise Commissioners say it cannot be regarded
as firat-class freigist, by reason uf its peculiar bulk, or
weigist, or value. Not by reason of bulk, because tise
E'ost-ofice la cbarged for ail tis pace it requires, and
thse mail mattcr must be contaiued witii it. Its
weigist la ridicnlonsly below tise weigist paid for. Its
value la indeed great, but as It ia lu charge of tise ser-
vants of tise Poat-office, tise respuusibility of tise Coms-
pany la reduced te a minimum. Tise Commissioners
justify tisis view, by an examination uf the rates paid
by Express cumpanies for tiseir space.

Tise rate la, therefore, fixefi by tise Cummissionera at
5 cents per train mile,fos-freight train speed.

To allow for passeuger train speed, tise Commission-
ers examine tise relative coat of runniug freigbt and
passenger trains, and make wisat they consider a
liserai addition of 60 per cent, for qnick trains, sud 20
per cent, for slow unes. Thia makes tise allowsnce,
payable ou al

ORDINARY ROADS,
8 cents per train mile for quick trains.
6 cents do. do. for mixed do.

lu tise case ufthie Grand Trunk road, wisicis carrdes
a mucis beavier mail than the othera, and Ilwithout
Ilwisici tise present postal service could isardly bc
-conducted, " an extra allowance is made; and, for

similar reasons, a sumewbat bigiser rate ia allowed tise
G reat Western, tise sums being:

GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.

10 cents per mile for quick trains.
6 cents 69 I mixed du.

CHAMPLAIN RAILWAY.
10 cents per mile for quick trains.

6 cents id I mixed do.
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAV.

9 cents per mile for quick trains.
If tIse Post-offilce Depas-tment sisonld require more-

tissu une-tisird ufta car, tise extra space to be paid for
in proportion. No extra charge la tu be allowed for
conveying tise officers ut the P. 0. Department-tbia
being considered an oMiet againat tise continuity uf
tise Guveriimeut business. And inl cases wbere tIse
Department pays for a double service, if la to be eut-
titled tu aend mail baga, lu charge of tise Company 's
servants, by any otiser train that may be rn.

As regards tie Grand Trunk, Great Western, aud
Norfiseru roada, fisese rates are tu commence
fruom September, 1858, wisen tisese Compaulea protest-
ed againat tise paymenftishen fixed -

Lt will be seen, fron tise above, tisat Vice-Cisancellor
Blake, Judge Day, and M.r. G. W. Wicksfeed have
at any rate made a clear report, easy tounderstand.
We apprehlend it will goveru ail future relations ut
tise lailways witis tise Pot-office Deparfmeut.

THE DRY G00DB TRADE.
James Baillie & Co. Ilit3 rc, Denoon & ('o.
Baukhsge, Beak & Co. Munderisi, & Steenckeî,.
Wm. Ben3amn & Co. Ogilvy & Co.
James P. Clark. UiYI87and, wr & Co.
John Dongali & Co. . wart&o
Fouids & ieosgson. Stiring, MeCal] & Co.
Gilmour, Whitt & Ce. Willians Stephet, & Co.
LewisK . & C. Thonmson, Claxto,, & (o,
Thomas Ma3- & Ce. Alexander Wslkur.

Gclorgc inks & Co.IHI S may be considercd tise firat week ut Faîl seasun.
Duriug tise past ten daya a considerable portion

ut tise early fail importation lisas cisaugefi banda. Tise
firat demanda on ur trade bave been made by buyers
frointise extreme Souths sud West ut Canada, sisowing
tisat tise demaud for- gouda ncar tise froîstier must bc
good. We canuisardly cunaider tise stocka asyct cum-
plete for tisis season ufthie year. Many kinda of goodoi
are scarce, sud bard to obtain. Dnring tise present
week, isowever, thsese wants will be supplemented. As
far as we eau galber, we learn tliat Grey Domeatics,
I'rints. sud ail classes of Cottoin gouda wlll be scarcce
tisis season. If la questionable if tisere wvillSe any
surplus stocks ufthis claasB ut gouda. Woullen goode
will be lu fair auppiy, and may Se sligbtiy lu exceassuf
early requiremeuts. 0f Fancy gouda tisere wiil be
plenty. Next week promnises to be tiseiseaviest ut tise
seasun. TIse large Catalogue Sale,-persaps tise largeat
ever beld lu Moutreal,--conaistiug ut about 400 pack-
ages ot assorted gouda, wll attraut a large number ut
bnyers frons ail parts ufthtie Province. At une tise it
was supposcd tise importations for tise Fail would Se
liglif. Tise ixnpro4red toue out fiings generaîîy, bow-
ever, bas isad its effect, we notice, un business on tise
other side. Some ufthtie sisipments, as per late mani-
tests, are large, snd tiscre la evidence ot pretty large
importations. Tise barvesting ut Fail sud Spring
Grain la nuw pretty well uver, and, as tar as cau be
ascertained, fisinga promise moatftavourable for tise
Fail.
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