
Mlie disciples wére doubtiess on their wvay
boute truli the Synagogue morning service.
The rabbinical Iauv allowed no eating on the
Sabbr.tli until this service was over. Markc
tells us that they 'began to ninke their way
pluoking the cars o! corn l (R. V. Marg.)
This bias led some to, suppose that they wvere
olearing a wap for theuiselves by tearing off
the heads of grain (Meyer) while Christ eimp-
ly puehied the staîks aside. Others suggest
titat the grain overhuug the narrowv pathwvay,
and the disciples openled a passage for thein-
selves. (Lindsay.)- As they did s0 they
plucked tlie grain.

But there seenie to, have been quite a crowd
along %ith Christ and his disciples. The rôad
iiueit have been somnething more than a narrow%
foot path obliterated by luxuriant grain.
There ie ne neoessity for these strained ex-
planations. The phrase"'toimarktheir wayî"
mneans siniply, as with us, Il to pursue their
journey."1

It was Iawful to, pluok standing grain te
satiefy hunger (Deut. 23 :25.) Dr. Thomson
ays I have often seen rny muleteers, as va
passed along the wvhent-fields pluck off the
ears, rab themn in their hande, and eat the grain,
uniroasgted, just as the aposties are raid to have
done."1

2.-The Pharisees new folloiwed Christ more
es spies than as learnere. They were on the
watch to catch bum ini his speech, or condclut.
The disciples hiad violated no law of the Bible,
but the precepts of the Mosaio institutions
hiad been extended by the addition of minute
regulations designed ta guard a(gainst the
possihility of transgression. These "ltradi-
tions of the eiders"I of te» "inade veid the
law,"' by over etraining its teris and se,

destroying its spirit and frustrating its inten-
tion.

In the present case they regarded the pluck-
îng and eating cf grain as equivalent ta reap-
ing and threshing. Or it rnay be that it
appeared te lie thes preparation of food, *whioh
~vas unawf nI, on the ground that manna did
not fail on the Sabbath (Ex. 16: 22.) The
Pharisees thought it better for the disciples ta
remain hungry for a few. heurs than te violate
a rabbinical precept.
.Soine of these precepte maS, be given, as

illustrations o! the spirit cf Sabbatism, rebuked
by eux Lord. Il I walking outside of a
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w'alled towx: neot aven a liatidkorclhief could be
carried in the pooket, fer that would be a
burden. Shoce muet be worn without nails,
since these were net necessary, and would re-
quire some additional exertion. No floecr
coula be pluoked or fruit picked ; net aveui
those that fali ta thit ground could be used."1
Yet for ail these, trivial and puerile as they
sesin tua us, the Sabbath iii te the devout Jew
a day of holy joy.

3.--rom the narrative in 1 Sam. 21: 6.
wve learn that hot bread liad been placed ozi
the table the day that David arrived, whieh
muet, therefore, have been Sabbath (Lev. 24:
8.) The exemple je thue doubly appropriate.

Bengel supposes that tîzis ivas tlie synogogue
lesson for that day, and se, it stands in modern
Hebrew lectionaries, but this arrangement cf
Seripture readinge cannot be proved te hlave
been followed ini eux Saviour's tinie. Christ
laye the stress o! hie argument upon the huinger
%vhieh compelled David te tae the slxew-
bread. IlAUl laws et positive institution,
deiiving their obligation solely from the fact
tizat they are comnianded. and net frein their
own essential moral cîzaracter, must be acconi-
modated ta circunmstances frein their very
nature, and muet yield te the necessity of obey.
ing highier laive." The highier law le tîzat of
self preservation.

4 -The tabernacle -%as then at Nob, an
eminence not far frein Jerusalen:. In Luke it
is said tixat thie took place Ilin the days of
Abiathar the higx priest."1 But it vas
Abimelech, the father cf Abiatîzar, wvho gave
David the shew bread.

No explaniation cf tItis dificuhty is entirely
satisfactory, but the xnost reasonable scemns to
he that. Abiat'har was associated %vitli hie
father, as a.fterwards with gadok, ana as high-
priet in thie reign of David, wvas a more
fameus nman than hie, and se, the period le
marked by bis naine.

The Ilshew bread" was twelve loaves cf
unleavened bread, ue for each tribel -wliio
stood on a table ln the Holy Place. The naine
literally means IlBrcaà cf the Presence"l
because it vas placed before the Lord as ths
emblemn ef all that sustained life, and a teken
cf the covenant -between God and hie people
(Lev. 24: 3; John 6: 32-35, 48-51.) It was
renswed every Sabbath day, and the etale bread
was to be eaten by the priest only, and ln


