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Tffa KiNG-Mentioned in thia Book, la
generally identified with Xerxes, emperor
of Fersas 485-464 B.C., although no monu-
mental or hietorical confirmation of any of
the incidente mentioned hee bas as yet been
discovered, except that the Feat of Purim
celebrating thedeliverancefmnm Haman'e plot
(eh. 9 :26-28) was obaerved hy Jews in al
parts of the world in the time of Joeephue.

SHfusHA-The Sua of the Greeks was
originally the capital of Elam, and aubee-
quently one of the capitala of the Peralan
empire. Wherever the name occura except
here, the phraae, "the palace," ia added.
This, no doubt, refera te the remarkable

audience room in the form of a Greek temple,
with the throne in the place of the Divine
Statue, where the emperor received the
ambaseadora frein aIl countriea of the world.
The ruine cover about two and a haIt acres,
and the porticoea and stairces opened
upon a terrace forty-five acrea in extent.
Much of the beautiful friese of enameled
bricks, by which the walls were adornnd, la
00W in the Louvre in Paria. The city waa
taken, after a deaperate etruggle, by Aaaur-
banipal, ite buildinga deatroyed, and ail ita
treasures carried off to Assyrie. Later, it
waa taken and plundered hy Alexander the
Great, who found 8M0,000,000 in ita tresa-
unies. After the Aral) conquest of the Est,
ita aite wus abandoned.

APPLICATION
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Again Eather 8pake, v. 10. The path of
duty was the path of paril, and wa are nlot
surprieed that the queen ahould heaitate.

Life had ite charma and ita
Always Paye comforta for ona in e royal a

position; and an action that
would rahly exehange thena for the grim
preaence of the executioner might well make
one falter. Nevertheleaa, the true coure le
to do the right and leave the consequencea
to God. A clerk who had been raqueated
l)y hie employer ta do eomathing diahoneat,
conaulted hie miniater. "I shal4 lose nly
place if 1 dieobey," he argued. "Look to
God firat, and trust in Hlm," waa the wiae
reply. "Dootthink He will let yousattfer,
becae out of regard ta Hie coounandment
ynu have leat your place. Neyer 1" The
young inuleat hie situation, but maintained
hie charactar, and in doing that, laid the
foundation of future proaperity. Net the
feac of mans, but the fear of the Lord, ia the
beginning of wiedom, and it elwaye paya to
serve Hlm.

Thine iso. .thou shalt escape in the king's
house mare than ait the Jetas, v. 13. She
helonged to the Jewish nation; that would be

enough t The tempeatwould level
Cannt lise the tail trn as well as ite lesa

ta OUeu. lofty neighhor, no long as it waa

$ part of the forent. No one livea to himeelf.
Each in part of the other, in a family, a rom-

mnunity, a church, a nation. The individuel
auffera in the national calamity, even a ha
receivea hie ray of glory when the nation la
honored. And, therefore, to give the thought
s eiightly different turn, every one la respon-
aible for hie neighbor'e welfare. Hie good-
nesa enrichea hia community, hie diahonor

bringa ahame upen it. It jaa setrong incentive
to right living to recognize that our holineaa
ia a contribution to the common good.

Il thou allogelher holdeat thy peare, v. 14.
There la a ainful silence. Men ame still poa-
sesed of s "dumb devil." Churchea are

aomnetimesfoundlike that, fabled
A Pespe a th people Who dwelt on the banka

n oha of the Gangea, and who baid

no moutha, but fed only upon the emell of
herbe and flowera. There ie s fragrance of
religioue aentiment about their walla, but
o voice to denounce fahionable vices,
nor to preach righteouaneaa and duty at any
cet, Such churchea are nt indiepensable.
They stand eelf-condemned.

Ai this time, v. 14. Mr. Bart Kennedy, in
hie recent book, A Tramp through Spain,
deacribea the average Spaniard in this fashion:

"The Spaniarda are the moat
m.-as dignified loafere in the world.

To-morrow ie for themn the day
o! daya. On that day everything will coins
right." "Manana" (to-morrow), mays the
indolent.Spaniard. Nor dos e a tand alone.
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