bereaved saints requino them unw as much as in
tho days of Our Lord, We have already stated,
howeser, that the 1elief of the individuals con-
cottied was doubtless a very secondary wmotive,
evon with the Ulessed Jesus, in the miracles
which cither He, or His aposties and diseiples
wrouzht,  This His remarks upon wising La-
zuus, upon the ease of the man bom Llind, at
the marringe in Cuna, and on many other occa-
sione, sufliciently prove. It is true that the
areat benevolenco of Ilis chaiacter led Him to
choose works of mercy for the most frequent
opportunities of exercising the miraculous evi-
dences of His Divinity; but that was ally their
chief motive being, as we have stated, destimony
not picly. And yet there might be this further
reason,—that the dispensation of farth not being
yet fully revealed, the way to the Throne of
Merey, on occasiors of tempural sorrow, wus not
opened, as it is now, and there was consequently
the greater call for these miraculous acts, ¢ven
simply as Jdeeds of merey.

To suppose, howover, that it ever formed a
part of the Divine plan to establish miraculous
powers as a regular ordinance of tho Church,
appears to us alike inconsistent with His dig-
nity, and Ilis revealed mode of precedure. Tn
tke arrangements of tho Most High, especially
as relates to the waterial wants of 1lis creatures,
visible cause and effect are associated together;
aund to this law the Lodily waunts of 1lis Elect,
we imagine, form no exception. It would be
very strangs if they did; for the world and all
its concerns are carried on by our Father, not
for the sake of, the ungodly, but for the well-
being of His own children; babitually to inter-
rupt that order, therefore, for the sake of indi-
viduals amongst the very class of persons for the
benefit of whom it was originally adopted,
would surely—if we may so speuk—nanifest
very singular inconsistency !

Such a system of continued miraculous inter-
ference for the suke of individual beunefit would,
it seems to us, tend also to undermine, or at
least materialize, the faith of those for whom it
was exercised, particularly now that the way to
their Father's sympathies, oven in every tempo-
ral affliction, is so clearly open to His children,
through Him who has been Himself personally
tempted, tried, and afflicted in all points, «like
as they are”  Hence, it follows that in time of
bodily diseuse, for instance, it becomes our duty
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t . ’ . . ) .
to use all the medieal add which FIis Provides o

as provided, and theu to seek Ilis phasien
has provided 1t t & His phasieal
blessing, throngh our physical Baviour, nothing
doulbting Lut that [Te will s veally hewd, through

that ordinary ageney, if to heal be best for vs, s

though lle were present to lay 1is band upon
us,  To cwmploy a visible direct

. [
miraculous .

ageney were swiely to lower the sublime chare- ¢

ter of fith,

The nearest appoach o cowinunus miracle i
unquestionably the priesthood and suennuents
of the Churel.  Dut here it is to be remarked,
that theugh the agencies are recognizable by the
senses, neither the Divine Prosence vor tha spi-
ritnal effects are, aud that conmsequently (o
beauteous operation «f the simpie, child-like
trustfulness of faith is still dewzuded, And
then the end to le secured—salvation, holinea
to the Lord—is #0 vast in importance, that Tn-
finite T.ove has condescended to muke thew,
though wiraculouns, a standing spiritual law of
His Chureh; not that anomaly, which those of
whom wo are writing seem to’desire,—an crga-
vized nferruption of the laws of nature and
grace!

IL We proceed JQien to notice n eecond capi-
tal error into which the followers of the late
Rev. Edward Irving fall, namely, in sapposing
that the Church is imperfect, and in “a captive
state,” beeause she is without * Apostles, Pro-
phets, Bvuugelists and Pastors” as distiaet or-
ders; wore especially the formor——the Chureh
refusing to acknowledge any ~rder upon earth
as superior to its bishops.

Here, again, we are brought back te the vory
coufines of Popery proper. And most singular
is it, how thut corruption of pure seriptural ca-
tholiciiy seems, In one shape or othes, {o foster
overy religious error, to which the sius or infir-
mities of Christians lead them. Thus the most
plausible apolegry for the Papacy is, the yearning
which weak or worldly minds have for a visi-
blo infullible gnide. They are impatient for
that privilege of Heaven—the capability of
walking by s79ht rather than by faith,—before
they have won it! ‘This same desiro would
seem to animate the Irvingites, henco instead of
one pope, they would ipstitute twelve! and we
grant that theso last have more epparent scrip-
tural warrant than tle former,  But both dan-
gerously tend to a practical denial of the per-
petual “coming of Christ in the flush;” for if
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