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-avoided interfering in political quarrels,
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THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

1n 1848, aud tho following years, Ilungary
was agitated by bloody insurrcctions. The de-
taits aro sufliciently well known to your readers.
You have heard in the United States tho famous
Koszuil, who has often related the circumstances
of the terriblo drama in which ho acted s» cone
spicuous & part,  What was the conduct of the
Protestants of Hungary amid theso grave events?

‘T'he ecclesiastical documents which I have inmy
haud prove that neither the church of the fel-
vetian Confession, nor that of tho Confession of
Aungsburg—in their oflicial character—cver cn-
couraged  tho insurrection, ‘They carcfully
More-
over, when tho revolutionay government offered
them pecuniary favours, the synods and consisto-
ries decidedly refused them, in order not to con-
tract oblizations to the chirfs of the democray
party. ‘Their conduct was prudent, reserved,
aud uot influenced by political fecling, asbuecame
tho representatives of a spiritaal society. Tt is
true that members of both Protestant churches,
as individuals and citizens, joined in the revolu.
tionary movemems, Kossuth himself belonging
10 the Helverian communion, Why should this
sarprise us?  Romanists in Protestant countrics
dothe same thing, \When a country raises the
stangdard of independence, and tries to recover
itsnationality, there is nomora distinction of creed
Everyione declares imself for oragastiheso po-
htical manifestations, according to Ius ap:nions
or his wlente.  But the oceasion appeared very
oppartune 1o the Jesutts, and they cargerly seized
it.  Asthey raled the conscence of the Arche
fiezs Sephin, who, in hee tir, exerted a pow-
aflucnce over the mind of her son, the
young B npernr Francis Juseph, they pasuaded
this princess that the Protestuntsof Hlungary were
ncorrigible revolutionists ; thatthey had provoke
ed e revellion 3 that they had maintained it
with theie money and swords 5 that their ve-
lizivus ductrines necessandy ied to political anar-
chy ; and that Hungary would not be at peace
8> lonz asihese herelics preesrved the rights
which Juseph 11, bad granted them.

‘Theso odicus calomuies produced tue cffect
which the Jesuitical facuon expecied. Tho
Archdochess  Sophin, the Emperor  Francis
Juseph, aud the cabinet of Vienana, believet at
their duty to desiroy, at any prce, the hberty of
Proressantizn in Hungary 3 and General Haynav,
who then connnanded 1n thisushappy coumry,
was commissioned to take measres fur persecu.
tion. e acquitted himeelf of tus task with his
wsal 1wranny, and publizhed degeees renewing
the aacient severity of the cnl power agamst
the mambers of the o Reformed confesrions.
“The inspeeior-general and the distsict nspectors
were remuoved without the form of trial.  ltwas
ordered that the supenntendente, instead of being
ciecied by the free sulfrages of the pariches,
shauld theacefart be appomted by the political
authority.

The meatings o e consiztories and distiicy
tsxomblies were nlso msde subject tothe military
power: in ather wordy, chie pastars and  ellers
were deprivedd of the right to deliberate about
their own affaies withrat permission, It was
even ardered that the assembling of the geacral
syaads shosld be subntied to an arbitsator, who
can, if ke will, indclinitely postpone. Ollicers
of the army and civil adminisitators were maile
1o fill the places of the former ceclesiastical
ditectors. Protesiantism washound,imprisoned,
and Joaded with chams. Ilaynay, in his cdicts,
ananunced the inteaton of closely uniting the
chureh and state,—a union in which the stato
places itz foot upoun the hiead of the chursh, and
crushrs it to the canth,

F'his dictatassiip over the Protestant confess.
inny was the meore disiresiing, beeruse at the
wame time the Papish clergy of Huangary ob-
tained new privileges. Al the legal bames
which ciiecked their usurpations wete removed.
Thiey were permitted to correspond dizectly with
the Ramidi see, 1o publish the hishop? letera

and tho Popes® bulls witRout provious authority,
to convoke councils freely, to establish convents
and schools in every provineo of the country, &e.
In one word, the Romish Church was declarod
sovereign and all-powerful, while the Protestant
churehies were enslaved.

Tho victima of these despotie edicts raised
their voice, and neslected no means of recover-
ing their rights, They humbly appealed 1o the
Emperor Francis Joseph, saying that they wero
his Majesty's faithful subjects ; that their property
and blood were at the servico of the government ;
that they would nat shrink from any sacrifice
for the States advantage, but that in mnattera of
faith thoy could not, without visiating their con.
seiences, accept tho absolvie supremacy of the
palitical power.  They sent deputations tc
Vienua, composed of thor most hanouratle men,
to ay their comnplaintsbefore the imperial throne.
Dut the Protestant deputies wero nat adumitted to
the emperor’s presence, and were dismissed with
meroly vaguo promises. They were always there,
inciting the epirit of intoleranca, and repeating
their perfidious accusations.  What was their
object] It was to reduce the Protestants 1o de-
spair, in order to incite them to revolif; and if
they did not revalt, to mako it casy to main from
their ranks proselytes 1o Romanism.  Thanks to
Gad, the expeetations of the Jesuite thes far have
nat been realised. “Ihe members of the two cnn-
fessionshave remained peaceful, praying the Lord
to protect them, and waiting patieatly for better
days; and far fram tnraing towarnds Popery, they
reject more tesolutely than beforo the agpeals of
a chiureh which dishoaauss herself by such perse-
cutions. ‘T'he eabinet of Vienna seema recently
to be less appozed to the Protestants of [ungary;
and without restoning to them <ho nights which it
hias taken away, it is moro moderate in the exe-
cation of the Iast decrees.

But what isespecially deplorablein the present
condution of thase Protestants, is the almost en-
tiro ruin of their schaots. In order to understand
this matter, it must be known that the two  Re-
formed ions hiad established fifty-ane hizh
schools, which prepared young men for tho uni-
versities and for admission to the liberal profes-
sions.  ‘Theso schoals, supported by valuniary
subscriptions, posscssed tho nights and privileges
t of Jegally recogaised institntions. But an ordi.
j mnca has been pramulzated, by which those
| schaalgunly are recognised as lepal whizh have

twelve profvssors, and teach allihe branches of
t human scieace.  This ardinance is favourablo 1o
{ the Papisis, because they, receiving large sums
1 of money from the public 1reasury, can suppnrt
! this nummber of professors, but it is fatal to the
j Pratestants, who are ineapable of defraying such

enormous expenses,  ‘The result is that moat of
{ the schiools have lost their legal rights, and that
, the young nen must bo sent to the Ramish es-

tablishments, of they would get the diplomas
; which apea the way 1o practica iq the profes-
siong, 2and to the mnst honounakle stations in
society.

This is a vial quesiion far the Protestants of
Hungary.  “Tue last uews i<, that only four
schools are tecoznised as lemal, and that all 1he
ars considered as private schoole, g0 that
their scholars are unable to enter the universities
or ohtain any office, Tho members of the Re-
formed communions do all that they can 1o
remedy the evil; but how can they collect the
immense sum of moncy which they rveqaire 1—
They pray, they act; they publich religinus
jonrnale, and among others, tha Profestant An-
nals for Austria, in which earacst appeals are
made to their forcian co.relimionists. Lot us
hopo that the Father of mercies will came 1o
their aid, and will not soficr the irmh 1o fall be-
ucath tho blows of its implacable enemies.

1 am resalved, by the grace of God, to speak
of ailict men's £inis only before thieir faces, and of
thcir virtges behind their backs.—DBiskhep Bever-
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NOTES ON PPSALAL CXIX.

{rott Tue neconn }

Parr L

Verse 1.— Bisssed are the uvndefiled in the
way, who walk in tho law of the Lord.”

Literal version.—0h, the blessedneszes of tho
perfect of way: those walking in the law of Je-
hovah.

Like the Psalter, this mast jnstructive Psalm
opens witlt a beatitude for our comfort, and di-
reets us 1o that happioess, which all wen ate so
cagerly secking. ~

Ttis to be regretted that our translation em-
ploys tho comparatively tame word, © blegsed
ingtead of the more fureible and lteral tendering
of the original—s¢ Ol the blessednesses” QOur
English term, “andefiled,” searcely conveys the
exact idea of the original, which refers not so
much o purity of lile, as to uprivhness, con-
sistency, aud blamelessness.  Tie idea crnvoyed
is that of individuals, who, in cvery relation of
lifo, as Christians, paremts, childeen, and citizens,
cxhibit a consistent conduct, und display com-
pleteness of character.  \Whenee, we a:k, can
this conplete character be derived, and by whom
canit be forimed 1 At one time, thoss desgesiied
were dead in trespasses and sins, and {ollowing
divers lusis and pleasures ; but the Spirit of God
has regencrated them by lus grace; they have
received the new heartand the right sphit.—
Though generally uprizie, ¢ Tsrae indeed, i
whom is no guile,” and though marked by o
eral consistency of canduct, yet they‘aro nat ab.
solutely pesfect, or free from sin Lake Pauat.
they stitl feel within thew the remainsof the o¥d
man, and are consnined to excliim, < Al
wretched man that T am, who shall deliver me
from the body of this death.”

But why does the I’salmist speak so sironaly
of their bleszcdnesses T Al! dearreader, hius hie
not the strongest grounds for dving sol  Can’st
thou describe the thrill of plearure which tho
zense of pardan of sin shoors throush the soal l
Can'st thou weigh the joy of him, to whem
Christ’s matchless righteousness has been fm-
puted? Caw'st thou kaaw the happiness that
flows throagh Cheist upon every aceepted sinner,
or adequately understand the value of the paes-
nal pity and protection that overshadow every
child of God, when onee adapied into the heave
enly family 7 Caw’st thou fecl tho cestatie joy
that pervades tho heart of the saint, when Le gets
a Piszabelike view of the Jand afar wlf—a land
whose plories are now sezled and sceured ta
him? Or go and wmeditate un the numhesle-s
streams of bliss that flow ta hiogbelirver from
God the Father—~—contemplate the peace and
happiness that accempany an? tlow (rom inter-
coutge with Gad the Sou, and consider the exe.
haustless souzces of congolation aud pleasare,
provided for him by Gud tiie Holy Spisit Tty
the paths of the rivhieons are * peave wnd pleas.
antmess” ¢ God 18 rood to farael, even o sl
as are of a clean heant.”

Bat, ia conclusiug, let cach of us ask, what is
my way with Goa 1 Is it marked by upr.ghiae-s
and sincerity?  Is my general canduct consisi-
ent, or du I by some gross inconsistencies bring
dishonor upon Christ's holy name? Is my cours.
of lite blamelcss and undefiled? Do I uever re-
gand iniquity in my heart] ¢ Search me, O
God, and sce if there Le any wicked wny in wie,
and lead me in the way ceverlasting.”  Farther,
{et me inquire, what is my walk ! Isita bcing
walk, derived from the Spirit of Gad 1 s a1 2
waik with God, as a reconciled Friead aud Fa-
tier 1™ I3 my course in katnony with the Divas
ward —a walk “in the Iaw of Jehovaly® as st
dictutes and teaches 7 s my wilk sicady, proe
aressive, camest, and heavenwand 1 Bat, alas!
what fexsful defilementy, and what God-dishon.
afing uconsstencies exiet in ote hest wayal
Haw humble ought we he =l vareedly we




