
126 9fl 3Qane axnb ffortigfn Uteor. May

perfect or imperfeet. If perfect, then it is
presumption to add te it. It xnay ho
argued. that it is perfeet se far as it gees.
But this ig flot satisfactory, for it stili banves
tlic idea of imperfection. If ivo admit this
viow, it makes mn tlic judge of hoiv far it
is pcrfoct, aud how far it is net. If thic
church lins a riglit to sit in judgniont on
oite part of tile divine word auti docide
what is delicient in it, lins site nlot an equal
riglît to do so oit other parts ? How dlait-
gerous a principle that tuan rnay riglitly
sit inijdmu on divine work ! 1 have
nover secu it provod from Scripture thiat
God lias given the chiurchi this righlt, or
tlint lie recog(,nizes lier as possessing titis
qnaliiicatien. Thtis is flic iuost important
point in file whole discussion. It is flio
olle upon wvhie ch h vl hinges. 17or if
Ille chiurchi ucither lias tile riglit nor 15
quaiified te point out defects ii the divine
word, sie can ]lave no righit te add ivliat
sIte may regard as lacking in tny part o
it. las it over occurreod te hymnologists
that wvlat tlîey are se anxieus te jutrotînce
into the service of Pl-aise iii tic sance.tuary,
as anl elemient of strcugth, Miay bo 'a Vent
clement of weakuess ? 'J.hat instead of ad-
vanicing the enaise of truc religion it may
ho a niesus of rctarding its p)rogress? lu I-
stcad o? promeotiug union, iL may bc a
chie? elemetin peérpetuatir.g strife and
divisioni 1 Suircly iu a Matter of sucli vital
importancc -%Ye itave a riglit te ask somte-
tiiiig more reliable than mere humas
opinions te guide lis.

Mr. Harvey refers te flic opinions of
emitient niinisters of religion. 1: is truc
the opinions of sucli meu are entitled te
respect. But it ainst be borne in miind
iliat tlîey are fahlible mon, wiiose views are
ouly te bc foiloe( ini su far as they har-

nouize iwitli the wvordl uf God. 'l'lie chrircli
wili de0 well te take lieed te the injonulction
of lier great 1lead, te caul ne mant iaster.
Omie is lier master even Christ. Ged's
cautse lias suffered great injury by triisting
tee much lu man. 'Xhere is a strn Il-
ideicy at flic prcesent day te man woshp,
and te follew tie opinions of men emtineut
for talents and lcarniiîg, or distinguisied
for piety. Ilov applicable is the divine
injiulictieui,

Trust net ini pritice., uer unît a son
In wion thcrc ii o stay.-

Noever wvss flic chinreliil greator danger of
drifting frei lier elicient i ueuringa-.)S or
iosing siglit cf lier ancient lsîîdmarks titan
uit tlic prescrnt day. Nover %vas site in
groenter danger of :rusting tee mucdl ini
mian than mît thc prosent timte. S.Never did
she require te clitîg more firxntly te the
Nycrd et Go4h as lier only safo anclior, atid
of evcry innovation ard change proposed
te asic> <'lVitst saitm tho Lord."

lut examiuiug tlic opinions of the eminent
meu te wltoin lie refers us, wve ftnd that
they are ruere opinions, supported, it is truc,
by the \Neîght ci their ewn naines, but un-
suipported by solid resens or~ divine authio-
rity. And ive fear if tîteir fanie depcnded
npon tîteir sdvocscy o? an Ilnlarged
litytunal" in tlie service e? praise in tie
huse of the Lord, it -%veuld net have îra-
velIedl vory fatr.

Our attention is first directed te flic
views of Dr. Cundlisli, 'vueo in tlie Gete-
rai Asseiubiy of flic Froc Clîniroht preposed
te add te the exdsting collection of para-
phrases twenty-five o? tîtose hymns wisiich
had hocu msnifestly eivnied and biessed by
tlie Spizit of God ilic conversion of sin-
ners and tltc edificatien of saints." The
reasen ,ivhichi the, Dr. gives wlîy some
liyîns siioid ho introduccd into, thc ser-
vice cf tic sanctuary, and tiîus psiscing
titei upon a lovel witi flie inîmpired
Psalmns, is that the Spirit cf God lias
owued and bles-sed tem, by maliig tIentL
useful te baints aud sitnirs. But are titere
net oriier human compositions -many
bocks-" whliielh lave been owned and biess-
cd by flic Spirit cf God; in flic conversion
of binners and. the editientiort cf s£tints," but
wvould lie, ou Étiat accorte, place filera on
a level wiîli tic word cf God. Tlîcy ai
lca9st, according te lus own argument, have
ant equal. riglîr te bc iiitroduced inte Uice
service cf the sanctuary.

XVe are next rcferrcd te Dr. Duif'; wvith
regard te '%vîtoin 'vo would observe, tuant
wliile su apostolic ntissiouary, lie is net un
titis aceount te ho regarîled ns s competent
authority on ali questions, us Nxitncss tIe
toue cf luis letter sympathizing wvith Stewart
in tue violation of a soienii voiv, and ton-
dcmuLng tlie ciureh cf wliich lie was a
member for sdllicring te a principie, v.liich
tuait clnrehli bld on cuscientious Scrip-
tuaral grounds, whîle, the sinirîg of iynns
is open te grave argumenits. The Dr. ex-
pres-es tlie higlîest admiratien of tlic
Psaiiis. He says "murther tlîn forego tlie
use of thîern 1 would lite piepared te submit
te any sacrifice." Rle speaks also in the
Itighees praise of hymus wlidl lie regards
as aîtegether invaluabie, liecanise of thicir
evangelical elemont. Ho says cf txein,
'mter tsa forego the use cf tiiese, I

woîtld aise ho, prcparcd te submit te ai-
xîtest any sacrifice.» Ho plares niuspired
tyns upoti a level twidtue flicispitcd
1salms ; lie dces moire, lie exaî ts tiieni in
soîîîe recsl)ects ahiove the Jtdis, because
of tlle ovaugelicai, clemout wliich tlioy con-
tain ; but of wlidh, it is evideut, lie con-
siders flic ]?salmts te bo deficieut. Bis res-
son for introduciiig hymus ue uice service
of the sauc:uary, is set very stroug. AMe
tiiere net othter ituman îvritings as wcll mas
hynmns %vhicî lie regards as iavaluable, lit-


