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be botter able to understand peenliar con-
ditions as they arise, and -combat tiemt
succssfully. .1. E. PoNn,

North Attleboro, Mass.

The cause iii not always, in fact, niot
often chargeable to the depti of the
fmmuîes. Somîetimues two colonies appear
to the observer to bo of equal strength in
number of becs, when, in fact one of the
colonies iay have largely the a(vaitalge
inii numnber of field workers, that is-hees
that have arrived at the proper age to do
field work. If I haîd a case on lUand like
yo mention, I would put sone partially
built ceombs in the section case as
"starters." This will start the bees to
work, if there is any honey in the fields.
I have heard mnany a fellow complain bit-
terly, that, "my bees won't work in the
boxes," referring to a time after the houey
flow was paîst, or when there was no
honey flow. G. W. DE31AREE,

Christiansburg, Ky., U. S. A.

See that your bees have a good laying
quîeen, and give thei two or three sections
with drawn coib fromt somte other hive.

W. Scor'r.

A sballow hive is considered bestfor ob-
taining conb honiey. Your statenent of
the case suggests the saine.

EUGENE SECOR.

Change supers. R. A. MAmRiso.

A franie 12 ijches decp is rather deep
for section honey. I should run the deei
hive for extracted honey, or transfer to
Langstrotlh franes. R. H. SwTn.

Somaetimies a colony will insist in keep-
ing to the brood chaaber, aid hanging out
in front without any apparent cause. I
have known increased ventilation to have
remedied the matter, that is, by raising
the hive froin the botton board, using side
strips Â in. in front an d tapering to nothing
toward back (as per Mr. S. T. Pettit).
lI your case, I an inclined to blame your
brood chamber, they are too well accom-
modated. Transfe; theni to a Langstroth
as soon as you can and save waste of time.

W. J. CnAm.
Brantford, Ont.

BTBICS OF BEE-EbBPING.

The Staling of Honey-The Cause
of Sour Honey-A Platform

Scales.
-A. liaum, P. 31i.

Editor of the Canadian Bec Journal:
DE.tn Sint,-'Thîis lias not been a ren-

good year for bees; nost bee-keeper ini
the vicinity of Kingston report ai sal
crop of hioney and very few swarmis. My
bees, however, have done very well for a
poor season. I conmenced the seasoni
with 90 colonies of bees and increased to
115. I took off 5,615 lbs. of clover honey,
of which 280 Ibs. was comb honey in see.
tions, and 5,335 Ibs. was extracted honey.
I also extracted 2,356 lbs. of Fall honey,
making a total of 7,971 lbs. I fed bick
300 ibs. to the bees, leaving a balance of
7,671 lbs., and thus making an average of
85 Ibs. to the colony's Spring accomnt.
This honey was ail taken fron the supers,
noue taken fron the hives. My bees will
go into Winter quarters with double tie
quantity of honey required to winter
thein. I also made 100 lbs. of beeswax
from cappings and old combs.

I allow my honey to remain withi muy
bees until it is sealed over. Th iwax more
than pays for the trouble of uîncaîpping.
By working on this plan I always have a
first-class article of extracted honey.
Quite a number of bee-keepers take off
their heney before it is sealed over. Thîey
get along with their work faster on thjis
plan of extracting, and produce a poor
article of extracted honey. Hone. ii-hen
first gathered by the bees, is as ihin as
water. Bees never seal their honcy ntitil
it is ripe, and before they seal it thcy put
a sinail portion of acid into eaci. celi withi
the point of their sting. Honey i hat hias
been seaied over by the bees will keep for-
ever, if kept in a dry place, in the coin b or
extracted. Hojeythat has been taken off
before it is $ded is liable to souir, and
this is the reason so mîany people refuse to
buy extracted honey. They have got
some of the sour stuif that lias ben taîken
off before it was properly evapoi.ited ai
sealed by the bees, and they (Io not wait
any more extracted honey. Bees use their
stings freely in protecting their hives, but
the principal use of their stings is in cur-
ing their honey. Without the acid the
honey will not keep, and, if it lias been
taken fromt the bees before it is s,-aled, the


