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After havine promised for some months
past that I wounld furnish you with a des-
cription of my apiary, I at last have found
time to accede to your request. confessing
at the same time that 1 deserve all the
names you have of late called me, for my
procrastination. Yes. ' Old Next Week”
is quite an appropriate epitaph to apply to
me under the circumstances. 1 am now.

F. A. GEMMELL,
Pres. Oxroub Ber KEEPERS ASSOCIATION,

however, going to endeavor to make amends
for the past by promising ro be more prompt
in future. The picture was taken about 2
years ago. the apiary at that time consisting
of 72 colonies, but at present writing, num-
bers 115, the greater portion being Italians.
the balance, although not s5 heantiful to look
at, are of such a strain as< to quite suit me
as honey gathevers. The latter statement 1
think not out of place, especiafly as the past
poor season has given me an average of 63
pounds per colony, spring count.  True. my
}ocation may have been a factor in securing
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this amount, but not sufficiently so to mi ke
all the difference, when compared with oty
apiarvies in my vicinity. Seven hun .y
(709) of this amount was comb, the baluce
being extracted honey.

Before proceeding further. I would lil . to
state that the picture was taken for the wx- |
press purpose of sending to the Rev. | 1,
Langstroth, the father of modern
culture, one whom I esteem most highy,
which no doubt all apiarists also do. -+
least ought to, for the service renderci our
pursuic A copy was thereforesent hin, a
the time of its first appearance in “leainge
March 15th, 1853, accompanied by a <wall
donation, the same being duly acknow 'ely-
ed by himself, and which is very mmnek
prized by me, as also all the correspondenee
that has passed between us since pur .-
ing my first Italian queen from him in 1sig.
tproably thefirst brought into Canad v the
price at that tnne raaging from S101,02,

If those who hLave the privilege of 1.
ing the illustration inthe Caxaniy By
JorrxaL will look closely, they will have
no difficulty in discerning, especially as the
hives, in addition to being numbered. are
alse all nnmed after some prominent apiar-
istin U. 8. and Canada, that the Langstrot
observing hive made for me in 1563 orcy.
pies a prominent position in the foreground.
‘This hive has contained a colony of hees w 1}
the exception of one or two seasons f{rom
that peiiod up to the present time, and has
had no repairs worthy of mention,exeept e
new roof, and numercus coats of painr
during all those 31 years, until the present
season, when some alterations were madein
order to accommodate it to the modern sy~
tem of management. This, however. haspe
altered its appearance, otherwise thanitean
now be more readily tiered up. It will ok
so be noticed, the outside cases are stilla
the hives (August) minus the packing which
was removed about 1st June, and although
this system has advantages in regard to
shade, freedom from confusion when the
packing is removed, etc. Still T have aban-
doned the practice, and now take away en-
tircly. as all things considered, I can work
to better advantage without them. and @
the same time secure as good resulrs

I have always, and still hope
as long as am  engaged in
the pursuit of apiculture, cndeavorsl to kep
pace with the times, and any fixtures o
appertanances of value, have therafareica
added as necessity or convenience in anv
particular case requived. Judgment of
course must beexecised in regard to asdopting
any new fixtures, and consequentlv I have
or think I have, as few superilous attack
mencs as the majority of those who o
deavor to make apiculture a moderatdly




