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The Apiary of F. A. Gemmell. (

After laving pronised for soie inonths
past that I vould furnish you witl a des-
cription of y apiary, 1 at last have found
time to accede to your request. confessing
at the saine tine that 1 deserve all the
naines you have of late called me, for mny%
procrastination. Yes. " Old Next Week "
is quite an appropriate epitapli to apply to
me uiider the circumnsances. I ai now.

F. A. GE313ELL,
PRLE.. O\ FORD BEE KEEPERS I soCIATION.

low'ever, going to enîdeavor to make am-ends
for the past by pronising to be more prompt
in future. hlie jdcture was taken about 2
years ago. the apiary at that timne consisting
of 72 colonies, but at presenît writini.-, imun-
bers Il;-, the greater portion boing Italians,
the balance, although not s-> heautiful to look
at, are of sucli a strain a to qiite suit me
as honey gatherers. The latter stateient 1
think not out of place, especially as the past
poor season lias given me an average of 65
pounds per colony, sprinmg count. True imy
location may have been a factor in securing

this amount, but not sufficiently so to ni ke
all the difference, whein comnpared with ot .i.r
apiaries i niy vicimity. Seven hun, ie
(704) of this amount was comb, the bahmitee
being extracted honey.

Before proceeding furtier. I would lil to
state that the picture was taken for th ex-
press puripose of sending to the Rev. i L
Langstroth, the father of modern pi
culture, one whonm I esteen nost hiry.
which no doubt all apiarists aiso do. r
least ought to, for the service renîdeei our
pursui A copy was therefore sent hiiim. at
the tine of its first appearance in 4lo .
March 15th, 18t;, acconpanied by a îall
donation, the saine being duly acknon '1
ed by himuself. and w'hich is very nch
prized by me, as also all the corresponenii.
that has passei betweei us since pir h.
ing niy firstItalian qlueen from him in 1;.
(pro abiv the first brought into Canaîd 0 th
prite at that tuinie raaging fron SI1o i.

If those who have the privilege of
ng the illustration in the CANmî1 I n

JoimxAL will look closely, they wili hav
no difficulty in discerning, especialiy us tih.
hives, in additi on to b-'ing numbered. ar.
also ill naned after soine prominent apiar-
ist in U. S. and Canada. tiat the Langstroth1
observing hive made for me in;1% orccu.
pIes a proinllent position ii the foregound.
'1his hive has contained a colony of heev IV tit
tic exception of one or two seasonî1 froin
that pen îod up to the present time, and ha
had no repair, worthy of mni'tion,except e
new roof, and numerous coats of pii'
during all those S1 years, until the presen
season, vlien some alterations were iad.e in
order to acconinodate it to the mnodern 'v.
tei of management. This, however. ha
altered its appearance, otherwise than it an
now be more readily tiered up. It viii il.
so be noticed, the outside cases are 'till rn
the hives (Au gust) minus the packingwii.h-
vas removed about 1st June, and although

this systein lias advantages in regard Io
shade, freedoin from confusion wien th;
packing is removed, etc. Still I have akî.n*
doned the practice, and now take away en.
tirely. as all things considered, I can work
to better advantage withiout thei., and at
the saine time secure as good results

I have always, and still hope to
as long as I am engaged in
the pursuit of apiculture, endeavorto bvp
pace with the times, and any fixtuires or
api)ertanaiices of value, have therolnro aen
adaed as necessity or convenieneî* in anr
particular case required. Judgmuent of
course nust beexecised in regard toaopinî
any new fixtures, and consequently i hav.
or think I have, as fev superilous attad-
mîencs as tie majority of those who en-
deavor to make apiculture a ioderatel.y


