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from confornity to-his- will,-and ito

supply meang Hiffidignt tosend the
zospel to evary creature. 1t is suited
t0'ho o copiplete, abiding and universal
wdle. Thi§ons which' shsald be-pat
an-the walls of every house of worship,
wkich shonld he written in the-memory
and heartof every professor ofireligion,
and which should ‘be taught to-every
«hild that has been consecrated to'God
in-baptism,”

It is not-our purpose to analyze ab
present these remarkable words in
which Paul their Apostle enjoins.on
the Gentile Christiansin the Provinces
of Galatia and Achaia the system of
finance which had prevailed for ages
among the Jews. This task we may
undertake scine other time, but iz the
meantime will content ourselves with
‘some general observations.

THE AUTHORITY.

1. Tho quthority with which Paul
speaks is worthy of notice: “I have
given ordér.” In the original the verb
here is the same as that used concern-
ing our blessed Liord. ““When Jesus
had made ah end of commanding-his
twelve disciples.” Paul, hére, there-
fore lays-down rules on finance for the
New Testament Church with the same
anthority with which Moses laid down
rules for the Old Testament Charch.
If we refuse to abide by his ruling on
this subject, why not refuse o abide
by his ruling on such sibjects as
Sacraments, office Learers, relative
duties, and many other things. It is
really strange to see people search-
ing the Epistles with mieroscopic
eye to ascertain whether they author-
ize the use of hymns and organs
in worship, and yet passing this
text-as unworthy of notice, which is-as
<leat as the sun on a pobit Which, in-
comparision with musie,is in the gredt
work ‘of conquering the world for
Clirist, as'the music of an army is to
ts comniissariat, If Paul had happened

to say “I haye given-order that there
be an organ in every church’ peq;le
“Wotlld néver-heer the end of it; but
‘when he gives an order that. toudhis
‘the pooket, people find it diffidnit'to
‘andorstend what it-means, or dry dit
'that the-order was for Covinthitin difd
‘Graldtions, mot for Anglo-Saxons a1d
Avndricans. .
THE MOTIVE.
2. The motive is striking. et our
' readers-remember that the direstions
for raisiug money comse imuiedifitély
after the tyiumphant. demonstration. of
the resurrection of the dead; ¢ Q,death
“whereisthysting, . . . There-
‘fore my-beloved:bréthrenbeye. . . .
glways abotinding in the work of, the
Lord, inasmuch:as ye know that your
labourismot in:viiniu theLiord, . ..
andconterning this collection . . .

see clearly the channel in +which xan
the Apostle’s thoughts. A :cafnal
-church like thet of Corinth is ve
stingy about money matters and toachy
about reference.to them. Itis anin-
.stance of the wisdom of the Apostleand
his expertness in the art that conceals
art, that (in order to sanctify.gold to
Christ and remove his readérs from
their nsual atmoaphere of cold,.selfish,
criticism whenever money is mention-
ed) he brings in this “queen of virtues,
~almsgiving®. a3 the early fathers call it,’
right on the heels of the resurrection of
the dead, and.in connection-with future
glory. It isindeed an excellent com-
mentary on the words of Clirvist: “Lq
up for yourselves troasures in heaven,”
Just as people in Europe who intend
-emigrating to America send,a-head of
them, portions of their means to xieat
them in the bank with inferest on
-their landing, so. Paul and Paunl’s Mas-
-ter give it s a motive for liber‘aﬁ:ﬁ
‘that what we pay ont herein beha
.of Christ shall meet us again ap in.
heaven.. *Make to yourselves friends
the mdmmon- of unrighteousness.” -

agion the firs day of the wedk.” o
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