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flow coula it be oitherwise, after
sucli a life?

l3ecoming more auda more uns-
era.le, oue day wheu hain

wassevreand he was in a con-
dition tee dreadfu-l to, describe, lie
asked for a knife to pare an apple,
and with it attempted his; own
11fr. But his nephew Ahiah
rushed forward, and prevented
his intention.

Antipater-his eldest son, who
was then iu prison, closely con-
fined by Herod's orders--hearing
a shout, and thinking his father
was, dlead, -was overjoyed, and
tried to ebcape, and Hierod order-
ed his son to be executed. That
was onlly five days before liis
owul decease; but the approach.
of death, iustead of ledn hlm-
to repentance, only hardened him.

Thiukiug te couipel the Jews
to meourii when he was gone, he
comimanded the most respected of
their eiders te be brought te
Jericho, whevre 11e then was; and,
confiining themn ail in th~e circus,
grave orders tliat th1e moment he,
ceased te breathe his soldiers
shouild rush in and slay them,

This last wicked ore-hc
happily w-as net executed--ouly
increased thejoy ofthlews wheni
at last the cruelI king expired.

Thougrh this is se sad a story,
It Is net unprotitable, -sinice it
teaiches us that the cruel and un-
just, cannot expect te corne te a
mierciful end. li points out, tee.

11eeil of giviug way te bad
temrpers, and, of ietting a selfish
ambition, and net the desir to, (In
geod, be the ndle of life.

Jlerod wvas buried w ithi great
pomp and splendor. Ris body
was laid on a gýolden hier, adorued
with precieus stones. -He was
clothed lu purple rob>es, and a
sceptre was placed i isi hauds.
On his head was a crown of od
and 11e was followed $y a great
train, iucludiug ail the army, and
five Eiudred servants carrying
spices. Blut ho might weIl havé'
envied th1e be-a Lzarus, who
was "carrie bv angels umto
Ahraham's boon"or the holy
Stepli, who fell peacefuliy
asleep aiuid. a shower oft stones.
-Lime F<;lcs.

man who was iu a position some-
thingL like the young man lu the
picture, when 11e -mas attacked by
au eagle and, to Save himself,
slashed at it with his knife. But
unstead of wounding the eagle he
cut a Stranid of the repe which
held him, It began te untwist,
and as it u'xtwisted began to part
thread by thread until he saw
nothin g before, hlm but destruc-
tion. ilope had not fled, how-
ever, and just as the last threads
were about parting he sprang up-
wards, caught the rope ahove the
cnt portion, and soon n'as safe on
therock to which hie was attached.
There is a lesson in this incident
for very many of the MEssEN(4iER
readers. Often they have feit
t heruselves slipping away from
Christ. One after another the
threads which. once uuited themt
closely arc parted, and beueath

gather decision fromn the contact.
Huber threw a colouy ofants iute a
darkened room, and noticedý that
they at first rait about in bewîlder-
ed disorder. After a tinie, if Oee
ant found the opening 11e would
returui and touch several with the
antennoe ; and after this communi-
cation had been carried ou for
some tiine the whole number
formed themselves ini regular files
and marched out in perfect erder.

The exquisite development of
smell in insects enables themri te de-
teet the faintest odor atý great dii-
tances. By this ant insect fiiuds
the plant mest suitable for its food
or for depositing its eggs, and to
settie upon it amid a thonsand
others. Insects that feed ou flesh
detect the odor of* a piece of moat,
even when covered by a bell-
Iglass. This exquisitely fine seiise
lof smell is believed te lie iii 1he
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and beside them they see nething
but dQes5Lcue. -Dut au nope is

E EA-LES not lest. Christ who died for th1e
T. wýorst eof sînners does xiot désire

his destructionu; and if th1e oe
re a hardy aPnd hapgixg over the black yawning
of people, such guIf jute which every 'moment
1 lu, ail rugged threaîens te precipitate him, re-
countries. 11u solves, hoe may catch hold cf his

ie chamois aud Sa'viur and be yet saved.
;they are coin-
m précipice te ABOUT INSEOTS.
7 the suire-eyed, Insects show th1e inost won-
Lid hold need drous delicacy of organization
whichi requires eemnbin.d wîth stupendous pew-

Butlhi is uot or and activity. Their intelli-
tak Suspend- gence i. noc leýss surprising, and
th bowof the thieir powers are iu sonme cases se

:)unainer rbs ighly deveped as almnest te

anuteinSo, which, like th1e nostrils
of larger animais, receive th1e first

piofnerves which issue front
th1e brain. Seme insects when
deprived oft? heir autenmTo could
rionger see1k thoir food. lut in.
seets the olfactery ergans nhay be
counted by thousands, iustead cf
being, limited te two opeuings as
in man.

.Nor is 1the power ef' sighit lu
inseets iess remarkable. Man aud
th1e larger animale have two eyes,
whereas th1e ant has lifty, th1e
common Ity eight thousaud, and
some butterfies more tliau twen-
ty thousand ! Some aquatie in-
seets have eyes with which they
eau see above and l>elow theri, so
that wheu rwimminc 111ev ca

The rapidity of their mnove-
mnents is aise aimost incredible.
Herschel calculates that some, in-
sects i'ibrate their vviugs several
huudred ti mes iu a second, which
is about as mauy huudred times
as we coula taise and depress our
arms. A few minutes of such
exertion would be eneugh te tire
us corapletely, whereas the guat
whirls about during th1e long
sumrmer eveuiug without auy ap-
pearance of fatigue.

The strength of insects is equal-
ly marvellous. A muan -of ordin-
ary streugth cati with difficulty
raise a weight equal te that of
his own body, or junip te the
height of his ewn stature, whereas
a mole-cricket cau easily Mif a
weight about three hundred times
t hat, of iL~s body, and the common
flea eau jump te a height equal
te tWo hundred times its stature.

The cir culating systema of an
insect is wonderfuliy cemplex
and extensive. The heart ef man
has two large epenings, each of
which is furnished with valves te
preveut the reflux of th1e blood;
w'hereas the circulating apparatus
eof an insect occupies 111e greater
portion of the back of th1e animal,
and iS provided with valves te
prevent the blood flowing back-
wards.

The aerial mouths or breatbiug
orifices of the, insects are In xnany
cases liued with a sieve-IikP rnem-
brane, which ouly permits the
purest fluid te pass, and arrests
the smallest particle of dust or
impurity. Some insects have a
hair-like protection te their respir-
atory orifices which acts lu the
saine mauiner. Water is Preveut-
ed from forcing its way int the
air-passages ef aqilatie insects by
a conmpond kind eof valve which.
th1e animal opens or shuts at wvill.
Respiration is with us eonfiued te
oue region of th1e body, but ini
insects th1e air is inhaled and ex-
haled over nearly every part of
the body.

The metamorphoses eof insects
have beeni justly regarded as the
most marveilous phienomena in
physiology. Changes t he most
cemplit and astonishiug take
place in body. funetion, or gans,
and mode of life. The greveiliug
and gluttonous caterpillar, le-
conmes th1e bright ýand aerial but-
terfiy, whcm 1 sps delicately the
nectar of fiowersý At first a
wigiess worm or larva which
dees niothing but eat, the insect
having attaîned its full growth
becemes motîonlecfs, casts off its
skin, and takes th1e transition or
nymph ferm. In this lihe cater-
piliar is lest and th1e ew~ anid
perfect insect develope. Atth
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