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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

JOHN FREDERIC OBERLIN,

- Oberlin was born in Strasbourg, on the
Rhbine, in the year 1740, and carefully edu.
cated in that city. When quite a lad,
thinking that he would like to be a soldier,
he got” permission from some military offi-
cers to practise under their direction, His
father preferred, however, that he should
give his time to study, in order that he
‘might enter a profession, No doubt his
father’s decision was wise, yet the boy laid
in a good store of bLodily strength as he
(\lvq?]t through the exercises of the military
rilli : :

When twenty years of age he wrote out
a solemn and formal agreement to obey the
Lord, and from that time on he proved
himself a good soldier of Jesus Christ, .

In looking at the map of Kurope, one
can see between the river Rhine ‘and the
Vosges Mountains a spot of territory over
which there has been much dispute. It is
called by the French, Alsace, by the Ger-
mang, Blsass, and has belonged at different
times to both nations, In the last century
it belonged to France. o

In this province is a mountainous canton
called the Ban de la Roche. When Oberlin
was born it contained five villages, in which
were living less than a hundred families,
simple and ignorant peasants, So very
ignorant were they, indeed, that when their

astor, Monsieur Stouber, attempted to

ave the children taught to spell and read,
the parents were frightened by the strange-
looking syllables in the spelling-hooks, and
thought that these must have some connee-
{ion with ovil spirits, When they found,
however, that, after learning how to spell,
the children were able to read what they
pleascd, the grown people, too, became stu-
dents of the spelling-book.

These simple folks lived in small huts on
the mountain-side, and ate wild apples and
pears, together with inferior potatoes. Dur-
ing their long winter, lasting from Sep-
tember to May or June, they were entirely
ghut in from the outer world, not having
any way of reaching the larger villages or
the cities.

When Oberlin; at the age of twenty-six,
became their pastor, it was known that he
would attempt to improve their condition.

formed a plan to waylafy and beat him.
When the day came for carrying out their
design, Oberlin, who had Leen informed of
their .intention, preached a sermon on the
text, “ I say unto you that ye resist not
evil,” Afterward, he went to the house
where he knew that the conspirators were

thém, said: “Here I am, my friends
Your design upon ine I am acquainted with,
You have wished to deal with me in a prac-
tical manner, and to chastise me because
you deem me culpable. If Ihave in fact
violated the rules which I have laid down
for you, punish me for it. It is better that
I should deliver myself up to you and save
you the meannets of an ambush,”

The peasants were so impressed by their
pastor’s courage and nobility of spirit that
they were ever afterwards willing to be
guided by him, .

One of the first improvements that Ober-
lin made was to build 2 road by which the
natives of the Ban de la Roche could hold
communication with the outside world.
He could induce them to work upon it only
by himself taking a pick-axe and setting
the example ; but after the road was built
and they were able to carry their produce
to matket, they were sufficiently proud of
their work. )

Another thing that the good pastor did
was to get seed potatoes from other places,
g0 that the quality of these vegetables might
be better than it had been. Then he taught
the people to build cellars deep enough to
protect the potatoes from frost. He taught
them, also, how to cultivate their ground ;
had young men trained to be 'masons,
wheelwrights, smiths, carpenters, and gla-
ziers ; and in course of time gave instruc.
tions, either personally or through others,
in weaving, spinning, knittinf, straw-plait.
ing and dyeing, He also collected money
from his friends in Strasbourg for the erec-
tion of a school-house, and afterward suc-
ceeded in getting one in each of the five
villages. He also started an infant school,
in which the very little children were taught
while their parents were at work,

So it came to pass that in time Oberlin’s
parish grew to be 2 very happy and prospe-
rous one. The people were mno longer
either idle or ignorant, but. were so indus-

¥

Accordingly, some of these half.savages|:

talking together, and presenting himself to-

trious and contented that they became
quite famous on account of their changed
condition. Besides learning to take care of
themselves they had learned the lesson of
Christian charity. They took care of the
sick and of orphans, helped the poor who
went to live among them, and raised monsy
to send Bibles and missionaries to other
places, o

No wonder that they had come to love
the friend through whose efforts all these
wonders had been wrought. They called
him “the good papa,” and took great de-
light in listening to him as he talked to
them.of what he loved to talk of best—the
truths of the Holy Bible. Sometimes,
when they were gathered around him, the
women working while they listened, he
would. say :  Well, my children, are you
not fired? Have you not had enough? ¥
They would generally answer, © No, papa,
go on, We would liketo hear alittle more.”
Yet when tired they would say so and thank
him, and then the teacher would stop.

" When he grew to be a very old man, and
no longer able to walk from one village to
another in order to preach, the people
would take turns in sending horses for him

to ride. Sometimes.as he passed through|

Waldbach, the village in which. he lived, he
would shake hands with every child he met,
saying : “ Jesus loved children ; it was to
those who resemble them that He prowised
the kingdom of .heaven.” -

No sadder day ever came to the mountain
canton than that on which the good pastor
died. In his eighty-sixth year he bid adien
to those among whom he had so long lived
and labored, and went to receive his reward,
A. whole parish trained in useful arts and in
Christian virtue was the monument of John
Frederic Oberlin.—Cousin Lots, in Christian
Intelligencer. T
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WORDS FOR THE NEW YEAR.

Are you going to make this future year
a happy one, my little readers? Now is the
time to begin ! . Everything lies before you
like a pure sheet of paper; and it remains
for you to keep the days as pure, or to let
them be sullied with the marks of sin. -
For a week at least our thoughts have
been more kindly, our sympathies more
active, our self-love less selfish ; and during
the Christmas-tide we have sent forth many
a kind deed and tender wish from hearth to
hearth, Surely we are not'going to. forget,
when the holidays have passed, the Holy
Child whose birth we have been celebrating ?
Ah,no! We must let Christ’s presence be
always in our hearts to make our words and
works be Christ-like, We must let thesun-
shine of & better life shed itself abroad ; we
must learn to know that mighty love which
made the Father spare not His only Son.’
Is there any one among you too bad to
lead for pardon, too weak and petty to ask
?or help ¥ If so, then remember that He
whio deigned to be cradled in the lowly
manger at Betblehem will never turn His
ear from the pitiful cry of His little ones,
Make a rule, and pray to God to help you
to keep it, never to lie down at night with
angry hearts or wicked thoughts ; never to
forget that, by night or by day, in darkness
or in light, “Thou God seest me”; and
never, never to neglect your daily prayers,
Pray in the name of Christ to the good
and loving God for everything you want,
in body as well as in soul ; for the least as
well as the pgreatest thing ; for nothing si
too much to ask God for, or for Him to
grant us;-and as we pray thus so let us
thank Him, Let us have grateful hearts
towards that Father who has given usall
things, and who, if we would but give our-
selves to Him, would so gladly gather usin
His loving arins, There is so much that
even the smallest child can do !
be but the loving smile, the willing message,
the kindly word, or the widow’s mite?
hrist sees and understands, and loves us for
ur efforts, no matter how tiny they be.
Try to begin this New Year well—try to
make brave resolutions, and, what is better
still, Jook to Jesus to help you keep them.
But do not do what a little friend of mine
once did. His name was Harry, and he had
been very good for some days after the
New Year ; and then he failed, was nanghty,
cross, and disobedient all that day ; and
what do you think hagpened _ then ?
Wouldr’t any sensible little boy or girl have
begun again, very sorry and humble about
the misspent day, but determined, by God’s
help, to do betterin future? Ishould have

What if it

thought so. But Harry only #nid, like the
stupid little boy he was— -

“ What a pity T was naughty yesterday ;
now I must just wait till next year comes
round, and then begin afresh.” ;

And in the meantime he might be as
naughty as he liked, consoling himself by’
the thought of how hard he would try not
to slip next January.

“I'm sure you will agree with me io
thinking thal he was very, very foolish,

The good God is not angry, nor does He
punish us for failures, for He knows how
weak we are: e only feels more pitiful
towards us, and His loving heart rejoices
when He sees His children fighting bravely
on in spite of all deawbacks, -

And to those who love that heavenly
Father énd serve Him faithfully, every day
will be as the begiuning and ending of a
Happy New Year,~Children’s Friend.
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SCHOLARS’ NOTES.
(From International Question Book.)
LESSON IL—JANUARY 9
SIN AND DEATH.—Gen. 8:1-6, 17-19, i
CoMMIT VERSES 17-10,

GOLDEN TEXT.

By one man sin entered into the world, and
death Ly sln.~Rom. §: )

CENTRAL TRUTH.
Paradise Jest by sin,
DAILY READINGS.
Gen, 3¢ 1-14, :

T.° Matt. 4: I-11,
W. Rom,5; 1221,
Th., Jamesl: 1-13,
F. 2Peterl: Ll1],
Sa, Ipb. 6: 1017,
Su, 1 let. 1:1-16,

NEW TESTAMENT TEXT, THE TEMPTATION OF
JESUS.—Matt. 4:1-1],

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1. THE SERPENT; & real serpent, but used by
Satan, who is the great serpent,—the dragon.
SusTILE: crafty, cunning, tricky, and hence
used by Satan, 3. Lest YE DIE: body andsoul.
Death hbegan the moment they disobeyed.; they
were shut out from the tree of 1ife, and so their
bodies began the process of decay. And sinis
spiritual death, " 4, YE SHALL NOT SURELY
Dri: Satan first planted & doubt of God’s good-
ness; now hio denios Hisg truth, 6. YoURrR EYES-
SHALL Br OPENED; to sce things now wholly
bhidden from-them, BE As GoDS: angels, or as
God. The holy beings they had had commu-
nion with, KNOWING GoOD AND EvIL: they
understood a knowledge of good by experiencing
it: he knew it would be by losing it, This is the
worst kind of lie, which has the form of truth,
17, IN Sonrrow (or inT'01L) SHALT THOU EAT
or Ir; i4.e., the wilds outside of Eden, whither
they were driven, 18, THORNS AND THISTLES :
these would grow naturally, and good fruoit
could be had only by toil. 19: Dust T'IOU ART:
his body was made of dust, UNTO DUST SHALT
TioU RETURN: instead of being immortal or.
transformed, a8 were the bodies of £noch and
Elijah in ascending to heaven,

SUBJECT: HOW PARADISE WAS LOST.

I. MAN 1IN HIS BEAUTIFUL HoME,—Where
was the Garden of Eden?t What were Adain
and Eve to do there? What two trees there are
mentioned? What was tbe Tree of Life fori
What was the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil? What freedomn of enjoyment was
given to man? What restriction was lald upon
them? What was the object of this command?
Did God wish them to full?

1s thils atype of our lives? What is the for-
bidden tree to us? Why was a test neceded
whether they would obey? Could they have
known good and evil by resisting temptation

‘better than by szleldmg toit?

11, THE BATTLE WITH TEMPTATION (vs. 1-5).
Who came into K£den to tempt manjp (\Rev.
9):2) of whatanimal did he make use? Why
did he not come in hisown form? (Prov.1: 17;
2 Cor. 11:8, 14.) What was his first sugeestion
to Eve? Herreply? What did he sayindireet
contradiction to God? Was there any apparent
truth in what he said? Would they know
good and evill What did he know would be the
real cffect? Are lies in the form of truth the
most dangerous of falsehoods? Could Lve

.have resisted?

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS.—(Compare this
temptation with the temptation of Christ,
(Matt. 4: 1-11,) How did He resist the devily
How was Moses tempted? (Heb. 11: 24-27))
How the Rechabites? (Jer.85: 12-12.) Are weo
tempted in the same way! Give examples,
Why does God permit us to be temptedi (Deut,
8: 23 Zech. 13: 9; James 1: 2, 83 1Pet. 1: 7.)
How can we gain the victory? (Eph. 6: 10-18.)

Show what Satan meant them to understand,
and what he knew was the truth, Have any
stnce preached Satan's sermon? Is it a proof
of love to tell men they shall not surely die if
they sin? What jsthe true way of becoming
like God? (2 Pet.1: 8.

111, DEFEAT AND RUIN (v8. 6: 17-19),—~What
was the result of this temptation? Show how
it grew out of unbelief. How was Adam in-
duced to yleld! Whatwas the first effectof this
sinf (vs.7-10.) Why were they afrald of God
now? What was the punishment? Were the
thorns and thistles within lden or without?
Where were Adam and Eve compelled to gof,
What was the effect upon the race! (Rom.
§5:12) Was there any hope or promise left?

What did Adam and Eve loge by their fall?
In what state did they fall? Was the nature of
the ground changed? 'Was it better for them,

' vout to think that we would have done no hatter
if in tbeir place? Isthis the most natural and
simple account of the present character of mnan?
) PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

I. God has done all that is possible for the
happinessiot man, .
- 1L Bfit there are. llmits and laws, to break
over which is to lose paradise,

Iil. Satan does not come in his own form,
but under the gulse of innocence and privilege.

IV. God calls after the lost, and while He
punishes seeks to restore,

LESSON MI—-JANUARY IG.
CAIN AND AREL.—Gen, 4: 3-16,
Coamitr VERSES §-12.
) GGLDENY TEXT.
Am I my brother's keepert—Gen. 4: 9,
CENTRAL 'I'RUTI. . .
Faith leads (o & noble character and Gol’s

blessing; :
Uubellef leads o many sins and sorrows.
. DAILY READINGS.
M.  Uew 4: 3-16,
T Fleh, 11: 1-10,
W. ) Johun 3: 1-18,
Th, Jude 13 11-95,
. Matt, 23: 23419,
24, John§:3
Su. Prov.l: 2.3

CAIN.—The first-born of the human race. His
name means PossessioN, He was a farmer,
imd about 1¥5 years old at the time of this
esson,

ABEL —A little younger than Cain. His
name means BREATH. . .

TNE POPULATION OF THE WORLD AT THIS
PERIOD.~In 135 years thers might easily havo
been more than 100,000 descendants of Adam
and Eve,

INTRODUCTORY.—A century has passed since
the sad event of our last lesson: and we now
come to some of the consequences of Adam's
sin, and the growing confiict between the good
and evil in the worid,

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

3. IN PROCESS OF TIaE: Heb,, “at the end of
days;” after a number of years, or at tho end
of the weel or year, a mutual time for-offering.
4, OF THE FAT THEREOF: the fattest and best.
HAD RESPECT : regarded it favorably; perhaps
He senl fire from heaven to show this,

THE DIFFERENGE,—A.bel had faith, which led
to obedience, and Caln had not (Heb. 11: 4).
This faith led (1) to good character and life,
while Cain's were bad; (2) to bringing the best
he had, while itis not so said of Cuain; (3) to
obedience, bringing the preseribed offerings;
(1) .to repentance and ‘acknowledgment of
need of atonement, by the kind of sacrifice.

5. COUNTENANCE FELL: scowled, hung his
head in anger. 7. Si1y LIETI AT Ti{E DOOR;
croucheth like a wild beast, UnTo THer His
DESIRE ; sin wants to overcome him. 'THou
SgaALT Rune: thou shouldst rule, be muaster
over sin. Some muale this last clanse to mean
that. Abel shonld still look up to Cain as the
first-born and chief. 8. CAIN TALKED WITH
ABEL: he went out in the fields to see him.
Note the number of sins in Caln,—envy, irre-
verence, uunbelief, anger, murder, falsehood,
9. BROTEHER'S KEEPER: we are our brolhers
keeper sofar as we can help him. 11, Cursep
FroM THE BARTU; eursed away from the land,
or, the curse will come from the land by i1s be-
ing unfruitful, It was both, 14, FROM THE
FACE OF THE FARTH: of the land of his home,
From Tay FACE HID: driven from the worship
of God, and the place where He manifested
Himself. 15. SET A MARK UproN CAIN: either
gave him asign, a visible token, or put some
mark on him, that, while 1t would brand him
as'a murderer, wotld be a protection.

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUOTORY.—How long had man been on
earth atthe timeof this lesson? How many
people might there have been? What great
evil had befallen man in our last lesson? Is
there any connection between that and tho
story of to-day’slesson? (Rom, 5: 12),
SUBJECT: THE FRUITS OF FAITH AND

OF UNBELIEF,

I. TItE T'wo BROTHERS (vs. 3,4) —Who was
the first person born into the world? Meaning
of #Cain?” How old was he at this time?
What business did he follow? What was his
character? (1 John 3: 12; Jude 11.) Meaning
of ¢ Abel?” " What was hils business? (v, 2))
What was his chavacter? (Heb. 11: 4; Matt.
23:85: 1John3:12) Did yousce any evidence
that these brothers were trained upreligiously?
Why should two brothers of the same family
turn out such opposite characters and have
such different careers? .

IL TUE Two OFFERINGS (vs. 3.5).—Meauing
of “in process of time?” What was the form
of religious worship at thistime? What offer-
ing did each of the brothers bring? How were
they received? Why did God favor Abel moro
than Cain? (Heb, 11:4.) In what ways were
the faith and the unbelief manifested (1) in the
offering (2) in the characters of the men?

1{I. THE CRIMINAL AND THE MARTYR (Vs.
§-8)—Mow did Cain feel at the result of his of-
fering? Against whom was he angry? Was
anyone to blame but himselft Meaning of
“his countenance fell ™ What three questions
did God ask Caln? What thiree statements did
he make? Meaning of '*sin lleth at the door§”
What {8 meant by *‘unto thee shall be his de-
sire?" Who should rule over whomf% What
did Jaln do to Abelt Whydid hedo it? (amatt,
23:35; 1 John 8: 12) .

What does the Bible say.-of one who hates
another? (LJobn 3:'15; Matl. 5: 21, 22,) Are
anger abd envy as bad and as dangerous now as
then? Why are there so many quarrels among
brothers and sisters? How may this state of
things be remedied? (1 John 8: 9.18,) Whas
Abel's life a success or a failure? (Heb. 11:4.)

1V, TH® FRUITS OF UNBELIEF (vs..9.16).—~
How many different sins do you note in Caint
Are sins apt 10 go together? How did Cain's
sin find him oui? should he have been his
brother's keeper? What is meant by the blood
erying from the ground? KHow was Caln's sip

unished? Was the punishment too severei
g\’hy was it nceessary 2 Why did not the Lord
parmit Cain to be slain? What was the mark
or eizngiven toCain? Was hislife a failure?

now they had sinned, to be shut out of Eden
and compellied to labor? What reasons have

What lessons can you learn from these two
brothers that will help you in living a true 1ite?
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