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self, the Saviour and the Gud of Israel, has said,
Ha that eateth me, shall live hy me.——Now il we
cannot say that the floly Ghost is corruptible, al-
thaugh he has descended and been distributed a-
mong many, we must reason in the same manner
reapecting the life-giving blvod of Jesus Christ.—
And thus do we demanstrate to Paol, that the most
sacred blood of Jesus Christ aur God is not corrup-
tiblo ; that it is not the blood of 1 mortal man like
eunsclves, but of the true God, who is a torrent of
delights to those who have the happiness to partake
ef it

“ What a crime,?’ cries out Firmilian, bishop of
Cevsuren, is commitied by those who admit and
those wha are adinitted, when they have the pre-

symption foreceive the holy communion, before|,

thoy have declared their sins, and washed away
their stains in the bath of the Church, impiously
touching the body and the blood of the Lord, since
it is written: He that shalf eat this bread, or drink
she chalice of the Lord unworthily, shall be guilty
of the body and blood of the Lord !

‘The following testimony must be considered as
belonging both to the third and fourth centurics : it
is the testimony of three hundred and eighteen bish-
ops; or to speak more correctly, of the universal
Church, becauseit emanates from the first gencral
council.  “ We must not confine our’attention to
tho bread and the chalice offered on the sacred ta-
ble ; but ¢levating our mind, ¢t us discoverby faith
tbiz Lamb of God lying on this sicred table, tak-
ing uway thesins of the world, and immolated by
the priests inan unbloody manncr; und when we
truly receive his precious body and blood, letus
wouniider them as the pledges of our ressurrection,

Saint James bishop of Nisbis, who attended at
the gencral council of Nice, speaks as follows :
“Qur Saviour washed the feet of his disciples, giv-

ing them thereby a nable example of humility.~——1i

Having wasbed the feet of lns disciples, he sat
downagain to the table, and ihen gave them his
body and blood.”

*“ There i8 a door to thy house, and it is the tem-
pleof God. It would certainly be a crime, O man
to ailow filth and dirt to come through the door,
whare thy king en‘rrs.  Beware of every impure
word, and then e’ ¢ the body and blood of Jesus
Carist. Guard thy mouth with circumspection,
remetnbering that thy king has entered therein.—
Thou can’st no longer he permitted, O man, tolet
indecent expressions escape from thy mouth.”

Eusebius bishop of kimessa, and disciple of Eu-
scbius of Cerarea, epeaks thus of the Iucharistic
blood, in allusion tv the passage of Exodus.—
‘¢ They shall take the blood of the lamb, and sprin-
kle both the door posts : They sprinkle the
blood of the Jamb upon both the posts, who receive
it with both their mouth and heart, They who re-
=aivo uoworthily, or who rceiving do not believe
it to be the blood of Christ, spriukle the bleod upon
sue post only.——As for us, teceiving it with both
suc mouth and heart, let us be persuaded, that itis
the bload of Christ. let us place it upon both posts,
hy regeiving it into our bodies and our souls.”

Kuet us hear what St, Hilary says “Jf the word, J

truly, was made flesh, und we, trulv, receive this
11¢ord for our foud: how can he be ihought not te
'dwell naturally in us, whoassumed the nature of
Hlesh inseparably united (o himy, and communicates,
jin the sucrament, that nature to us?  For thus, we
lare ull one: because the: Fahbr is in Christ, and
:Christ in us.—We are not to spedk  of heavenh
things as we do of human—~Of thenatural verity
qu Christ in us, whatever we speak we speak fool-
1ishly and wickedly, unless we learn it of him; for it
is he that saids My fleshis wmeat indeed, and my
ibloud is drink indeed. “Thereisuo place lelt o
idoubt of the truth of Christ’s flesh and blood:  fin
T now, by the declaration of'the Lord  himsell and
laceording to our belief it is truly Qesh, and truly
ond.  But lie himself attests how we are in him
by the sacramental communication of his body and
blood: gnd the world, says he, sees menot, but you
see, because 1 live and you shall Live: for I ‘am in
lmy Father, and you aretnme, and £ am in  you,
(John XIV. 19 20.  If he wished the unity of wil.
alone to be understoad, why should he establish a
‘certain order and{progression in the formation af
_lix; but that he should be in the Father, by the na-
iture of the divivity, wein him, by his corporal
tbirth, and he in us, by the sacramental mys-
tery.”

St. Basil has already been cited in the liturgy
l'which bears his name among the Greeks. We
have seen that he composed various magnificent
{prayessfor the altar, and that fhey were in great
Irequesl in the East, and affixed to the canon ina
great number of Churches.

St. Ephrem deacon of Fudessa, whose life was
written by St. Gregory of Nyssa, brother of St
Basil, expresses himselfiin the following remark-
,able manner: “Sedulously consider all these things,
land believe that they are trne, as they are related.
For ifyou view them not withtheeyes of faith, you
.cannot rise from the earth to heaven, nor in spirit
:’bclmld what Christsuffered.  When 1the eye of
Jfuth s clearly open, it contemplates, in a pure light
(thelambof God, who was immolated for us, r.d
who gave us is body for eur fuod to the remission
of oursins, ‘This rame cye of faith manifestly be-
holds the Lord, eating his body and drinking his
‘blm)d, and indulges no curious enquiry.—You be-
lieve that Chirist, the Son ot God, for you was born
in the flesh. Theu why do you search into what is
inscrutable. .

Doing this, you prove your curiosity, not your
faith, Belicve then, and with 2 firm faith reccive
the body and blood of our Lord, being assured that
you eat the Lamb itself whole and entire. For the
mysterics of Christ arc an immortal fire. Beware
how you rashly aitemp tofathom them, lest, whilst
you are a partaker, you be consumed by them.—
Abrabam pinced esribly food hefore celestial wpi-
rits, (Gen. XVIIL) of which theyate. This was
wonderful. But what Christ hag done for us great-
ly excceds this, and transcends all speech, and al}

conception. ‘Tous, that are in the flesh, be has
given to eat his body and blood. Myself incapable

of comprehonding the mysteries of God, I dare oot
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proceed : and should T attempt it, I should shew
only my rashnes<.”? )

The priesthood, raising itself bodily from carth to
hieaven, ascends to the throne ofthe Almighty, and
supplicates the King of mercics, that his Holy
Spirit may descend, at the same time, and sanctify
the gifts offered on the earth.”?

What otfence had Christ given, whose Fody and
blood, at certain times, do theredwell?—Tiig enor-

mors impicty wig doubled, whilst you brohe alsn
the chalices, which cantained the blood  of Christ:
Christi sanguinis porlafores. O abomivalle crime!
nuheard of unpiety! You have imitated the Jowe:
they picreed l{ac body of Jesus Clrist upon the
cross; and you Lave gstruck him upon  the  altar.”

St. Optatus, bishop of Milevum in Africa, re-
proaches the Donatists, as follows: *¢ What is
su oulrageous as to break, to eruse, and to remove
the altars of God, on which you voursclves mads
offerings?  On them the vows of the people and
the members of Christ were borne ; there the Al-
mighty wasinvoked, and the Holy Spirit descend-
ed ;and from them the faithful received the pledge
of eternal life, the buckler of faith, and the hope of
resurrcction?: For what is the altar, but the
seat of the body and blond of Jesus christ?

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, has leRt us cighteen
catechetical discourses for the instruction of the
catechumens, and five others addressed to the new-
ly baptised: they appear to have been composed
about the year 347, whilst he was yct a priest,
Hear how he addressed_the Neophyfes, when ex-
plaining the liturgy: « You have scen the deacon

present to the officiating priest, and to the aftend-
ant priests, waler to wash their hands.—Afler that
the officiating priest saysaloud; Raise up yowr
hearis; for it isat this awful moment particularly
that you should raise up your hearts to God, and
bave them disengoged from oll that is carthly.—At
these words of the priest, you answer; We have
our hearts raised up tothe Lord; and by this you
professiodo whathe requires. The priest conti-
nues; Let us %ivo thanks to the Lord—You an-
swer; Itis right and just to give thanks to the Lord
We then recito that sacred hymn which the sera-
phims chant in heaver. in bonour of the three Di-
vine Pessons, that by this celestial psulinady, we
may communicatc with the angelic Kost, ond that
being mora and more sanctified by these spiritual
canticles, we may with greater purity entreat so
good and kind 2 God to send down the Holy Spi.
rit on the things thatare offered, and 1o make the
bread become the body of Jesus Christ, and the wine
hisblead, TForall thatreccives the impression of
the Holy Spiritis senctified and changed into ano-
ther substance, Now, when the spiritual sacrifice
is ended, and this unbloody worship rendered te
God by means of the host of expiation is com-
pleted, we pray for the peace of all the Churches,
for the tranquility of the world, for kings and their
armics, and for their allies, for the afllicted, in a
word forall, who standin nced of the Divine assist-
ance,”” (Here comes tho pryyer for the dead,
which T will introduce in another place.) ¢ Yom
say aflerwards: Our Father, who art in heaven.

“ After this, you hear the voice of the chanter,
who, by & melodious and divine canticle, iovites
you to the commmupion of the sacred mystersies,
saning these words: Tasle and see how sweet in
the Lord. Do you think that you are commanded
to make this discovery by the mere taste of the pa-
lafe? In no wise: but by the testimony of faith,
whichis certainand leaves no room for doubt, For
when you communicate, you are not commanded
totaste the breed and wine,but totako the sacra-
ment of the body and bload of Jesus Christ,

“ Now, when you approach to communicate, you
must come with your hands stretched out, or your
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fingers open; but with youg lef hand supporting



