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mnia certain of the ancient princi.
pies of our institution. By a firm
adherence to the ancient landmarks,
we shall boat answer our own con.
sciences, and beat command the gen-
oral confidence.

The Oraft of Freemasons la not,
in the dangerous and offensive sense
of the word, a secret Society. The
roil of ourmembership may be known
to -,Il men. The principles of our
organization, the ruies and policy of
Our govemnment, the spirit and moLli-
od of Our operation, and the cature
of the objecta we aeek, are open to
the critical observation of ail who
rnay be interested inthe examination.
These are ail fully and at large set
forCh in our printed publications.
The purpose of our society may be
stated in a single word-it la to culti-
vate the knowledge of moral trutli,
ana to recommend the performance of
useful and virtuous actions, by the
jneans of visible ana ceremcinial
symbolism. We deen' it proper and
necessary to confine the knowledge of
these symbole and ceremoniea to our
,own membership, because we conceive
thaï tbey can yield their fruit of in-
-struction only to, the careful ana de-
liberate contemplation of the mem-
bers of a Society separately and es.
pecially devoted to that purpose.
iBeyond this, wo ha-ve no secret mvs-
tery. We have no hidden purposo,
for the present or for the future.

Nor do we seek to separate our-
eelves from the beneficent influences
.of modern thouglit and civilization.
So far as visdom and prudence from
vithout caui warn, instruct or ad-
znonish us, se far as it may be given
te us te promote concord, justice, and
the knowledgè e of the trutit in the
vorld about us, for the free passage
of sucli influences as these, the gates
of Our mystie temple stand wide open
niglit and day.

'Witli the confiiets of political par-
~ties we have ne concern, nor witli
sny manner of plots or conspiracies
zgainat the estabhlshed order lu civil
affaira. To the observance of this,

mile we are bound by an unalterable,
organic statute. We gratefully recog-
nize the favor and protection we have.
received, and we desire for ourselveu
the character of good citizens in what-
ever station ive may be placed. 1
have great confidence to say that no
man could more aurely forfeit the
confidence ana provoke the rosent-
ment of our members than lie who
should attempt to direct the influences
of our Society, in public affaire, for
the advantage of any person or of
any party.

But ive are not without a settledl
opinion lu political affaire. We be-
lieve tliat in rational liberty la the
slirest foundation *of civil.order; and
whon a steady denial of justice lias
made necessary the stern remedy of
revolution, our brethren have not
been wanting in the secret councils
of patriotia conspiracy, or upon the
open field of battie.

For yot weightier reasons we do-
dline to be either the rival or the
enemy of any church. We are un-
willingc: that our teachingas shouldl
seem, in any degree to supply the
place of the ministrations of religion.
We do flot presume to dlaim. that our
society ia the chaunel of rovolation of
any essential trnth; we but teach in
our own way, trutha which, are the
common heritage of ail. We offor
no sacrifice but the sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving to Hlm. whom. we
revere as the Supremo Architect of
tho universe. In the Nvords of our
constitutions, "1though in ancient
tinaes Masons were chargea in every
country to be of the religion of that
country or nation, whatever it was,
yet, 'tis now thougWü more expedient
only to oblige the= to that religion in
which ail mon agreo, leaving their
particular opinions to themeelves ;
that is, to be good men and true, or
mon of honor anja honesty, by whrt-
ever denominations, or persu~asions
they may be dlstinguishod; wvhereby
Masonry becomea the centre of union,
ana the mens of conciliating true
friend'ship among persons that muet
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