
The Afysteries of Freemasonr'y.

followed their usual mode of living. His selcted disciples, called his
comipanions and friends, was sucli as subnitted to a peculiar plan of
discipline.

Previous to the admission of any person i.ito the fraternity, Pytha-
goras examined his features and extnnal appearance, enuired carefully
into his former deport ment, behaviour and mode of living, he observed
his manner of laughing, conversing and kceping silence; his passions
and the eompany he associated with ; how lie passed bis Jeisure houris
and what incidents created in bim the greatestemotion of *joy or sorrow.
Nor after this exainination w-as any one admitted into the fraternity
till Pythbagoras found imi to be a fit and proper person to become a
truc philosopher.

Candidates for initiation were subjected to a severe discipline and
oxamination before they were admitted to all the mysteries. They had
to undergo the severest trials of abstinence and of vigorous exercises;
and in order to teach tbemi huiility and industry they were exposed for
tbree years to a continued course of contradiction, ridicule and con-
tempt among their fbllows; while on the other hand equali/y was
taught by having united their property in one conmon stock fbr the
good of the whole. If any one repented bis connetion, bt was at
liberty to withdraw and migbt obtain from the general funds the whole
of his contribution, a tomb w-as erected to bis memory as if he were
dead, and he was no more thought of.

That his disciples might acquire a habit of entire docility Phytha-
goras enjoined upon them, from their first admission, a long tern of
silence called echemythia. Morcover, during the years of initiation,
the disciples w-ere prohibited froi seeing their imiaster, or hearing his
lectures, except froi behind a curtain, or receiving inbtructions from
sone inferior preceptor.

To the illuminated, that is the members of the esoterie school (who
were called gyeisol emiletai, genuine disciples), belonged the peculiar
privilege of receiving a full explanation of the whole doctrine of Pytha-
goras, which was delivered to others in brief precepts and dogias,
under the conceaimient of symbols. Disciples of this class w-cr per-
mitled to take minutes of their- master's lectures in writi5 g, as well as
to propose questions, and offer remnarks upon every subject of discourse.
After having made a suflicient progress in geometrical science, they
proceeded to the study of nature, the inve-,tigation of primary prine-
ples and the knowledge of God. Those who pur-ued these sublime
speculations were called "Theorists" and those who devoted tlienselve3
more particularly to Theology were styled Sabastikoi religions. Others
according to their abilities and inclinations, were engaged in the study
of morals, economies, and polity ; -nd were afterwards enmployed in
mnanaging the affairs of the fi-tern ity, or sent into the cities of Greece
to instruct thei in the principle of government, or assist thei in the
institution of laws.

The exoterie disciples of Pythagoras were tauglt after the Egyptian
mi nner by images and symbols, obscure and almost unintelligible to
those whio were not initiated into the mysteries of tho school; and
those w-ho were admitted to this privilege were under the strictest
obligation to silence with regaîrd to the recondite doctrines of tlicir
master. The wisdon of Pythagoras, that it migh t not pass into the
ears of the vulgar, was c-ommitted chiefly to memory; and when they
found it necessary to niake use of writing, they took care niot to suffer-
their minutes to pass beyond the limits ofi the school.
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