
LIFE OF LORD SYDENHAM.

1815. dependent only on his own resources, at a time
of life at which young men, academically educated,
are usually in a state of pupilage, watched by pre-
ceptors, associating only with youths of their own
age, and kept under the control of a strict scholastic
discipline.

At the early age of sixteen Charles Thomson was
initiated into life in St. Petersburgh, and, while not
neglecting the business he was there to learn, he
yet eagerly entered into the amusements of society,
to which his connexions and position gave him
access, and in which his personal recommendations
soon rendered him a special favourite with those
of the Russian nobility and diplomatic corps then
resident at St. Petersburgh, who had the good taste
to open their doors to the English. It was no
doubt in these circles, and especially in the close
intimacy which he was permitted at this period to
enjoy with several polished and highly cultivated
individuals then residing at St. Petersburgh, such
as Count Woronzoff, Count and Countess Sa-
bloukoff, (very old friends of his family,) Prin-
cess Galitzin, &c., that he began to acquire that
peculiar charm of manner, and polished tone of
society, which distinguished him through life, and
was no mean aid to advancement in his political
career.

He enjoyed, moreover, the advantage of a very
close and valuable correspondence with an affec-
tionate and intelligent mother, whose watchfulness
over the physical, moral, and intellectual culture of


