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_As the mode of spelling a language which has never been
reduced to a ,gramma‘ti_cal system), Ist be arbitrary, and

principally-depend on the car, I have endeavoured to use such
letters-as best agree with the English pronunciation; avoid--

““ing a multiplicity of consonants, which only perplex: and to

. enable the reader to speak so as to be understood by the
natives, it is necessary to observe that a is generally sound-
ed 'broad; and ¢ final never pronounced but in monosyl-
lables. ' |

The following are the motives which induced me to make
the Vocabulary in the Chippeway language so copious.

In the first place it is, strictly speaking, one of the mo-
ther tongues of North America, and universally spoken in
council by the chiefs who reside about the great lakes, to
the westward of the banks of the Mississippi, as far south
as the Ohio, 4nd as far north as Hudson’s Bay; notwith-~ -
standing many of the tribes, within the space of territory I
have described, speak in common a different language.—This
observation is confirmed by authors of established repute, and
further proved by the concurrent testimony of the Indian in- -
terpreters.

Baron de Lahontan asserts that the Algonkin isa mother
tongue, and that it is in as much estimation in North Ame-
rica, as Greek and Latin in Europe : this being admitted, I
am persuaded the Chippeway language possesses as much, if
not greater merit, as it is in every respect betterginderstoed
by the north-west Indians. But as the knowledée of both




