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journey by way of Battleford, and arrived at Winnipeg on the
6th day of October, with the satisfaction of knowing that they
had accomplished a work which, with the efficient carrying out
of the treaties, had secured the good will of the Cree Nation, -
and laid the foundations of law and order in the Saskatchewan
Valley.

The officers of the Hudson’s Bay Company, the missionaries
of the various churches, Colonel McLeod of the Mounted
Police Force, his officers and men, and the Half-breed popula-
tion, all lent willing assistance to the commissioners, and were
of substantial service.

I now submit the despatch of the Lieutenant-Governor, giving
an account of the journey and of the negotiations attending
the treaty, and I include a narrative of the proceedings taken
down, day by day, by A. G. Jackes, Esq., M.D., Secretary to
the Commission, which has never before been pubhshed, and
embraces an accurate account of the speeches of the Commis-
sioners and Indians. It is satisfactory to be able to state,
that Lieut.-Gov. Laird, officers of the police force and Mr.
Dickieson have since obtained the adhesion to the treaty, of,
I believe, all but one of the Chiefs included in the treaty
area, viz.: The Big Bear, while the head men even of his band
have ranged themselves under the provisions of the treaty.

GovERNMENT Housg,
ForT GARRY, MANITOBA, 4th December, 1876.

Sir,—I beg to inform you that in compliance with the request of the
Privy Council that I should proceed to the west to negotiate the treaties
which I had last year, through the agehcy of the late Rev. George Mc-
Dougall, promised the Plain Crees, would be undertaken, I left Fort Garry
on the afternoon of the 27th of July last, with the view of prosecuting my
mission. I was accompanied by one of my associates, the Hon. J. W.
Christie, and by A. G. Jackes, Esq., M.D., who was to act as secretary. I
selected as my guide Mr. Pierre Levajller. The Hon. James McKay, who
had also been associated in the commission, it was arranged, would follow
me and meet me at Fort Carlton,

On the morning of the 4th of August, I forded the Assiniboine about five
miles from Fort Bllice, having accomplished what is usually regarded as




