
88 AMONG THE ESQUIMAUX WITH SCHWATKA.

GRAVE OF LIEUTENANT JOHN IRVING.

would be a most unworthy imputation upon
their good sense.

All the bones of these poor fellows which
were found 'by our party were carefully col-
lected and entombed, with the exception
of those of Lieutenant Irving, which, hav-
ing been identified, were brought home to
be delivered to his friends, and have already
been transmitted to the British Admiralty,
together with the relics collected and
brought away to illustrate the history of
our search.

The sledge journey and search made by
Lieutenant Schwatka's expedition constitute
one of the most remarkable trips ever
achieved. To start upon a year's journey,
through an entirely uniknown territory, with
only one month's rations, required no little

resolution ; and that they would necessarily
be compelled to live as do the natives, de-
pendent entirely upon the game of 'the
country through which they passed, seemed,
in comparison with other contingencies,
scarcely worthy of consideration. Upon
their return they safely encountered the
rigors of an unusually cold winter, even for
that latitude, and during one month (Janu-
ary, r88o), whose mean temperature was
-53.2° Fahrenheit, once observed the ther-
mometer at -71° Fahrenheit. And yet, so
thoroughly were the white men of the party
acclimated that they experienced no more
suffering from the extraordinarily low tem-
peratures than did their native allies, there-
by affording another illustration of the
superior endurance of the Catcasian race.
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