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the family and the various officers, 
theleee it all centres more or less in the 
magnificent structure just opened and 
which is one of the finest executive build- 
ings on the continent. It «
rather low in elevation, in no part 

etoriee high, of Floren-

never-monico, there is no one on the continent 
with a greater reputation in his business. 
It was an occasion on which the best was 
not too good, cost what it might or 
wherever? it had to be procured.

Across the slawn 
known in 
Roland1 Reed, 
a Detroit engagement, was among 
them, and when called before the curtain 
for a speech at the evening’s performance 
referred in glowing terms to the mag
nificence of the reception and the beauty 
of the new structure, 
brought up at the dock and discharged 
parties of guests.

But it was when the mantle of night 
had fallen «and the stars mirrored them
selves in the placid river that the full 
beauty of the scene was brought out. On 
the American side sparkled the countless 
electric lights of the city, 
river there was silence, broken by the 
hoarse whistle of some huge propeller, her 
red and green lights twinkling a salute 
ns they passed. From the terrace the 
sweet music of the mandolin orchestra 
floated on the evening air like the echo 
of a Spanish- serenade, 
building in the background might well 
have served as a model for the palace of 
a poet’s dream.

There were present from all over Ameri
ca agents of the company. They were 
not all there, for a great many of them 
are in Japan, China, South America, 
Mexico, Great Britain and all the Euro
pean countries. In fact the fame of 
“Canadian Club’’ has reached over the 
.whole civilized world and in every part 
of it its banner of enterprise has been 
planted. In countries where the name of 
Canada is almost unheard the “W” sur
mounted by a crown is a trade mark 
that is well known. The company has 
jnade its reputation and won its success 
by looking after the little things—the 
importance of carrying out every detail 
is fully appreciated by them. In the 
building of -Abe palace-like construction

'IIS I HE OFFICE BUILDING. tiful banqueting room. Hung with flags 
and decorated with flowers it looked ex
ceedingly refreshing to the weary ones 
who) had just finished their long 
journey) ,by rail. They were enter
tained at lunch, and after ' they had 
solaced themselves with good things and 
drunk the health ol their hosts the party 
adjourned for an inspection of the new 
offices and grounds. This completed they 
wore taken ior a sail upon the river in 
the Messrs. Walker’s pretty, steam yacht, 
the Pastime. Many of them went through 
the distillery and saw the hujpt 
warehouses, in which 80,000 ba 
whisky are piled up ready lor tho market 
or in process of maturing; also the bot
tling! department, with its small army of 
mep, girls and boys putting up “Canadian 
Club” for almost every, civilized country 
on tho globe. When they took tho 
for home they gave three hearty cheers 
lot the hospitable hosts and 
whirled away still praising the beauty 
of the oifices and the good will of the
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laistrolled men well 
every walk of life, 

who was filling
more than two etoriee high, 01 Floren
tine style, built of pressed brick, terra 
cotta and stone and occupying a magni
ficent site on the Detroit River at Wal- 
kerville. Over $100,000 has already been 
«pent in the building and furnishing of 
these offices.

Besides all the other enterprises in which 
the Walkers are intercetedthoy practically 
own the town of Walkerville and all the 
houses in it, the population of which ex
ceeds 1200. The town itself is n model 
one. The taxes are very low, there is 
only one shop and one hotel license. X he 
churches and schools are all excellent 
the streets are well paved and

/ . ^ff The Beautiful New Headquarters of the 
A Walker Firms.
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Guests Come From All Parts of the Country to
Walkerville.

churches and schools are au 
the streets are well paved and lighted, 
there is abundant and cheap water, and 
in the way of architecture and accommo
dation, all the houses are superior, 'there 
is an excellent electric car service be
tween Walkerville and Windsor.

The now building forms without doubt
the most magnificent suite of offices in .
Canada, if not on the continent. | designs of the building are in artistic

Standing on a gentle slope, with grassy keeping with those of old and recognized 
lawns bending to the Detroit River, the models. Leading to the Inner vestibule 
new offices have a commanding situation. nre gteps of polished Nnmidian marble. 
The two fronts—for both the river and Lighting the vestibule is a bronze 
street lacades are equally striking—are iamp, the original of which, in the ISorg- 
models of architecture, simple yet grace- heei Palace at Home, hears the date of 
ful and stately. , .. 1048. Although only a copy, the lamp w

The building is more like a palace than 0, /reat value because of gits excellent 
a plain office building» From either and intricacy of workmanship,
front it presents an appearance at once p.yided from the outer vestibule by 
striking and attractive. W ith the ground d(jor9 of |iflht,d oak i8 the inner vestibule, 
decorated with flowers, it looks_ like a^ Tbe fittiiye oI the doors are all In dull 
Italian villa. The Palazzo Pandulf bro hundreds of bronze rosettes
which serves as its original, is one ° atud thc {ramework. Alumni the walls 
the beat-known examples of the Horen u tfae gleamin< gurtace Qf the faience lin- 
tine school of architecture. ~ ’ in;r shining like rare old porcelain. The
simpleandwithal of a substantial appea - jU . modelled in stucco to conform 
ance, the FloreBHne style *on with”the ™eneral stylc. The floor is of
favor with architects in both the old ceramic rausaiC- At tUe eides of the doors 
world anid the new. lne paie pin* or

Along the

I train

The New Edifice In Which the Immense Business Interests of 
the Various Walker Firms Are Looked After Formally 
Opened to the Public on Thursday of Last Week-An Office 
Building Without a Superior on the Continent—Modelled 
After the Palazzo Pandolflnl In Florence the Structure Is A 
Revelation In Modern Architecture and Furnished in Keep- 

Hundred People Visit the Buildings and,

HIRAM WALKER & SONS’ NEW OFFICE BUILDING i.: ! 9were

The beautiful a waiuscoating of polished oak eight feet 
high. From the flooring spring rounded 
columns of polished Nnmidian marble sur
mounted by capitals in stucco of Renais
sance style. The old ivory finish of the 
capitals harmonizes beautifully with the 
magnificent coloring of the marble 
columns. Handsome electroliers branch 
out to shed light through the lobby. The 
floor is a mosaic of vitreous tile. A<k 
joining this lobby is auotheer of eimijig 
description where the business incide 
toth* shipping department is tr

The diffèrent departments -5 
bookkeepers, stenographers ai „ 
are divided by massive oak railing* eight 
feet high. The openings above the conns 
ter are filled with antique brass Mills in 
regular hank style. Down the sdh titre W 
“I wide corridor leading to the private 
offices! in the rear.

On the left or east side of thk main 
entrance are the offices of the eorporar 
tiona controlled by the Walkers other 
thani the distillery. The fitting»
of these correspond with those o| 
tho distillery offices.

But it is on the arrangement of the 
private offices that the greatest 
care has been exercised. Every
room is a complete example of
the furnishing of the period which 
it represents. Mr. Hiram Walker’s is 
in the style of Francis I.—heavily beamed 
ceiling—chairs and furnishings of antique 
unvarnished oak. On the back of each 
chair is carved the trade mark of the V 
Walkers. A huge fireplace in violet 
breebe marble from Egypt fitted with 
antique andirons and fire pot fittingly) 
completes this office.

E. C. Walker’s private office is 
finished in old English oak. The fire
place of Nuremburg marble, surmounted 
by. a frieze of handsomely carved oak, ia 
taken from a model in the Palace of the 
Doges at Venice.

J. Harrington Walker's private apart
ment much resembles that of his brother. 
There is the same dark oak in Renais
sance method, with waxed floor and rugs 
of harmonious tints. The fireplace in 
marble mosaic with carved frieze has its 
original in the Ducal Palace at Urbino.

Iu the centre of the building is the re
ception room, a marvel in dainty finish 
and furnishing. Bokhara and Turkestan 
rugs cover the waxed floor. The room is in 
the period of Francis L, the ceiling being 
copied from that of the Chateau Bloie.
A red mahogany, mantel with richly 
carved pilasters reaching to the ceiling 
is taken from one in the Chateau Chenon- 
eeaux. An oil painting of Piram Walker, 
a copy of Gari Melcher's portrait, stir- 
mounts the mantel. Much of the quaint 
furniture is original, it having all been 
manufactured in Venice and secured from 
the Italian World’s Fair exhibit.

Mr. Frank H. Walker’s office, the next 
on the right, ia finished in red mahog
any throughout in Francis I. style. A 
fireplace of dark yellow Mexican onyx is 
an attractive feature.

At the northeast end Is the office of 
the manager and secretary, Mr. William 
Robins. Gumwood of a dark red shade 
fashioned in Elizabethan style is used in 
the fittings and furniture. Mr. Robins’ 
desk is littered with correspondence, and 
a phonograph is used by him in dictât- 's 
ing his replies. The finfqilace is of green 
serpentine marble. »

In a bay window between the apart
ments of Mr. F. H. Walker and Mr. 
Robin» is a room which in the opinion of 
many is the particular gem of a brilliant 
collection. This is the sample room, 
a copy of an ancient Nuremburg beer 
hall. Around the sides are cupboards 
with quaint windows of leaded glass. 
Ancient looking German chairs, a ceiling 
Of dark smoky wood and the hardware 
trimmings ol wrought iron all are in true 
Nuremburg fashion. From the centre 
swings a German lamp in bronze. A gen
uine antique it is but in the antlers which 
form its base is concealed an incaudes- 
etnt lamp.

On the second floor is a kitchen, dining 
room, gymnasium, barber shop and toilet 
rooms, and the board room, where the 
directors of the Walker 
tions meet, and on its massive oak 
table were displayed some of the many 
cups and costly prizes with which the 
firm has ever been so ready to encourage 
thé cause of honest sport.

The lighting of the main offices in day
time is accomplished by a magnificent 
skylight. Handsome electroliers light 
the lobbies and corridors and at 
every desk there is an incandescent lamp.
The heating and ventilation is on the fan 
system, airs cool or warm according to 
the) season, being distributed throughout 
every room. TUe telephone system is 
the most complete, each private office 
being connected with the entire staff un
der under the control of it# occupant as 
well as with the central exchange.

The river view of the building shows It 
two stories high. From the flag
pole surmounting the centre the flag of 
the firm is flung to the breeze. On a 
yellow field bordered 
tree of blue and yellow with the .Walker 
trademark.

The first work was done on the new 
building about two years agoj As com
pleted to-day it represents an outlay of 
over $100,000. Situated as it is, with all 
the commerce of the great lakes passing 
within 200 feet of its doors, it indeed 
i# a worthy centra of such a system.

The whole of the woodwork with the 
exception of tbe chairs and the antique 
furniture of the reception room, was done 
by the Globe Furniture Company of .Wal
kerville, and it could not hâve been bet* 

cter done anywhere.
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Walkers* steam yachts, the Lurline and 
Pastime, gaily decorated with flags,were 
at the disposal of the victors and took 
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; reception clear to the gates of the main entrance.
After offering their congratulations the
guests wandered through the magnifi- , , , . __
cent suites of offices and to the lawn, mBn*Sr * *ja,r y a j1' ., formed of
beautiful with fiowere Stationed in a a’ h^otelu^on

gallery was a mandolin orchestra, the ^ spread. Mr. Clarke, manager
only one on the continent, which had been Qj “Kinsley’*” of Chicago 
brought especially from Chicago. » jn charge, and he brought with

Mrj Hiram Walker was unable jn two special care a small army of ex-
to stand the fatigue of a public reception. | pert gaiters and enough china to stock a
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building and the progress which it marks 
pVfe the function, and tho visitors were 
loud in their praises ol the structure and 
of everything Connected with the cere- 
monyy

In as perfect accord with the occasion 
as the new offices are in harmony with 
artistic taste was the manner in which 
the visitors wire received and enter
tained. The arms of hospitality

and a grand welcome
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expense was 
for evidently no effort had been spared 
to1 make the day a delightful memory to 
all who might be pqasemt. Another 
thing which was most pleasantly mani
fest was that the Walters had invited 
their humble friends and neighbors equally 
with( those of prominence in business and 
social circles, and that the former receiv
ed as much or more attention than the
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The reception was Without doubt one 
of the most costly, and elegant
functions that has ever taken place in 
Canada. New York’s millionaires vie
with each other in lavishing money upon 
costly entertainments, but never 
thefle a public reception arranged in more 
perfect style. "Everything was beautiful 
and rich without even a suggestion of 
ostentation. The occasion ygn 
notable, in the history, of 
which? is one of the most powerful in the 
Dominion, and the guests were repre
sentative business men from the great!

4 commercial centres of the continent. No- 
. thing was lacking, even to the smallest 

detail, and when in the evening the em
ployes of the firm, with their families, 
were the guests of the occasion, they re
ceived the same cordial greeting and the 
same' generous hospitality as the more 
distinguished guests.

The clerk of the weather was kind and 
provided a beautiful day.
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, addressed to the undeM 
oreed “Tender for Post-» 
l. C.,” will be received at 
l Friday, 19th October, 
iveral works required in 
a Postoffice atf Victoria* 

S
iifications can be seen at 
of Public Works, Ottawa, 
e of* F. C. Gamble, Esq., 
ieer, Victoria, B.C., and 
be considered unies* made 
plied and signed with the 
es of tenderers, 
bank cheque, payable to 
Minister of Public Works, 
ent. ofoamonnt of tender, 
each tender. This cheque 

i if the party decline the 
il to complete the work 
and will be returned in 
'eptance of tender, 
nt does not bind itself tq 
Ht or any tender, 
order,

E. F. E. ROY,
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ept., 1894.
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brate the day- 
kept, and 
good for the

he71•fy ,-v» ')

Open house was 
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Establishment and a beautiful pleasure 
yacht bore many a jolly party for a sail 

the waters of the Detroit River
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I and Lake St. Clair.
Over four thousand1 invitations were is

sued to gentlemen in the United States 
end," Canada, all acquaintances of the 
Wlkers or their chief employes or a/gents. 
The invitations themselves were a mas
terpiece of artjstic engraving and 
bossing! in gold and color, and were fur
nished by Messrs-Hart & Riddell of Toron
to.* Of course a very large proportion oi 
those invited could not possibly get away, 
but over one thousand dropped business 
cares and came from far and near. Spe
cial cars on the Grand Trunk train from 
the east brought a large number from 
Toronto, Hamilton and other points on 
the line, and about 200 druggists assem
bled in convention at Detroit attended 
ini a body, 
and the electric railway brought hun
dreds more from Windsor and tl - . 
rounding country.

Thc lt'eyiit»’ *• V vu'-f.-i ( 2 p.m.
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Private, QfmcuOR STEEL RAILS.
%addressed to the undcr- 

prsed “Tenders for Steel 
received up to noon on 

October ^iext, for the sup-

0-lb. Steel Rails to be de~w 
. on the Prince Edward 
Way wharf at Surnmer- 
I Edward Island, 
b Steel Raails to be de- 
F1. on the Intercolonial 
art at Richmond (Hali- 
Icotia.
[7-lb. Steel Rnila to be dé
lie intercolonial Railway 
hr) wharf, at Levis, op- 
Lec.
to be delivered in month

Carriages and cabs > \

side lights set In antique bronzelight brown color of the walle is especi
ally appropriate to the general design.

An inspection of the building was made 
by a World reinorter in company wftn 
Mr. Mason, of Mason & Rice, the archi
tect who designed and carried to comple
tion the plane for the erection of the edi
fice. The front is on Sandwich-street, and 
the buildings cover a space 96 by. 130 
feet. From the outside there is a view 
of a one story building of a pinkish 
brown brick, with arches and trimmings 
of terra cotta and sandstone. The attic 
story is recessed about 15 feet from the 
front of the wall, and forms the second 
story. Around the outer wall runs a 
balustrade in plain, simple Florentine 
style. The architectural treatment of the 
doors and windows is copied from the 
Pandolfini Palace in Florence, one of 
Raffaelle’s works. The whole building is 
after the 16th century Italian Renais
sance, and in many parts exact duplicates 
of famous pieces of architecture of 
this school have been introduced.

Around the top of the walls is a terra 
cottà ornamentation, the models fo^ 
which were made es|>ecially by Julius 
Melcbers of Detroit. By this means every 
bit of ornamental work is just as per
fect as if modelled by the sculptor him
self.

are 
frames.

In the inner vestibule are artistic signs 
of brass with polished letters upon a dull 
background pointing the way to the right, 
where the firm of Hiram Walker & Sous, 
Limited, controls the distillery trade, and 
to the left where the many enterprises 
o.t ^Walker, Sons & Co. are looked after. 
Opposite the entrance door stands a 
beautiful majolica vase of Neapolitan de
sign on a pedestal of polished Nnmidian 
marble.

Entering first the general offices of the 
distillery, Ml B 
of antique design gracing a pedestal of 
Knoxville marble, banks of huge palms 
in the corners and magnificent sets of 
antlers form part of the decorations of 
this reception hall. Around the walls is

of “Mnmm’e 
drank

which is their headquarters, in the recep
tion which they gave to #eignalize its 
opening, they looked after every minor 
detail ànd the result was, as it always 
is, a complété success. Many of the 
agents, who for years have represented 
the Walker interests in distant cities, 

ainÎLzed at the extent of the works, 
which they had never before seen. In fact 
/more than a few of them had never been 
in Walkerville before, and the opening 
ceremonies marked the occasion on which 
they first became acquainted with the 
men whose business interests they repre
sent. «

but in his own private office mec ni;i»y 
of his old friends and several of the dis
tinguished guests.

The train bearing the Toronto contin
gent arrived shortly after 2 o’clock. It 
was# met at the station by Mr.

H. Walker and Mr, «William 
(Robins, the manager of the company, and 
the guests escorted to the music hall, 
which had been transformed into a beau-

crockery store. In bumpers of 
extra dry,” the (guests 
the health of their hosts. Ihere
waq no formal speech-making, bat
the occasion was a gathering of jolly 
good fellows \yho enjoyed themselves m 
their own way. When they left in the 

words - of

with red are cen-nnd at that time the guests began to pour 
in. At the main ’Outrance they were re
ceived by several of the officials of the 
company and escorted to the central lob-t 
by .where Messrs J.H., E.C. and F.H. Wal
ker welcomed them. So (great was the 
crush that at times the line of visitors 
waiting to greet their hosts extended

wereevening it was with* many 
commendation for the enterprise of theF.
concern.

In the evening over one thousand em
ployes of the various Walker interests 

received and feasted. Of course the 
distillery and (its branches were no nov
elty to them, but they were shown the 
magnificent offices and assured of the 
hearty good-will of - their employers. 
“The Walkers are (good men^ to 
work for,” is a common saying and the. 
workmen repeated it many a time.

The scene during the afternoon was a 
beautiful one. From the river where the 
Pastime and Lurline lay at anchor, with 
a string of flags from stem to stern, to 
the handsome front of the building, was a 
pretty picture. Their brass work gut
tering in the sun and the crews in their 
nautical uniforms made a pleasing fore
ground, The expanse of green sward, with 
its well laid out walks, its flower beds 
and decorative urns was a miniature 
park. To the right was tbo refreshment 
tent, a huge flag floating from tbe centre 
pole and the walls made of flags. lne 
refection! spread on) the centre table 
of the most sumptuous description. kG^er 
epergnee, filled with flowers, decorated 
the table, said (masterpieces of the confec
tioner’s art were everywhere* Wonderful 
birds of the air and fish oft he sea, in con
fectionery, graced the epread, and it 
seemed wrong when tho waiters remorse
lessly carved them up and they were just 
aq remorselessly eaten. »

There was an abundance of massive sil
ver plate—punch bowls, coffee urns and 
champagne baskets in tbe glittering white 
metal. A giaJrf salmon weighing nearly 
thirty pounds was part of the epicurean 
delicacies, with meat and other tempting 
edibles in abundance. The centre pole was 
decorated like an old-time May pole,and 
was part of a pretty effect. Chairs were 
placed around the outside, and the wait
ers were numerous enough to serve every
one! immediately.

The catering .was in the bands of Kins- 
of Chicago, than whom, eav» only Dej-

:

were terra cotta vasea
1

From beginning to eud the opening cere
monies were a thing of pleasure for botn 
hosts and guests. Everything went 
smoothly and there was not even 
a stray breeze to blow off tne 
hats and cause the promenade rs 
on the lawn to say bad things 
about the weather. The coming guests 
were warmly welcomed and those depart
ing by boat received a salute from the 
cannon on the yacht.

It/is estimated that nearly 1300 guests 
partookfof the hospitality of the firm dur
ing the day. In tho afternoon there were 
about 1500 present and at night as many 
off the employee and their families were
on/ the grounds. „ Iu the centre of the building, approached

That the Walker establishment of l\al-j bvr a .granolithic pavement, is the main 
kerville, Ont., wais a great and a Kf0™' entrance. Red sandstone steps lead to 
ing concern was known to most of. the huge bronze gates which are one of 
people of Canada, but to the ordinary the decorative features of the exterior. 
Canadian who visits Walkerville to-day Caet in the Renaissance style of grill 
it is a revelation to see the various in- work by the Empire Metal Working Com
te rests assembled here under the Walker New York, with the trade mark
auspices. These interests are many, var- (jf tho company entwined in a wreath 
icd, and expanding under an fi’cc®*?ra“ afoove the centre, they are both handsome j
ting speed. They embrace distilling, aiul massive. Two other doors, one at • ;
railroading, water and gas and natural thc extreme left leading to the general I
gas, brewing, furniture works, farmipg, aild private offices of Mr. Hiram Walker,.,
cattle feeding, real estate and land îm- aud the other to the right leading to the I 
proving, a ferry company, basket mak- dipping office of the distillery, break 1 1 . 
ing, hotels and summer resorts, malleable tbc €vett appearance of the front, 
iron w°rk«’ engine yorks* .jj-ff, At each aide of the main entrance is a
°[ in ^he others they brouze lantern, the originals of which
by the Walkers and in i. «hare in the Palazzo Strozzi at Florence. The
bold a controlling or tire con; outer vestibule, lined with faience orbut whether they ««« »e jnt.re^con, on^Temo ^ .g & ^ Q, „ne |n th#
trol or a partial control^^^ t£fy Fioreutine Palazzo Vecchio. The floor of

While the greatest care baa been ceramic mosaic ta of the same pattern as 
\>mie me gillie * _.i +wt of the Church of San Mimato individe the Unber* of Florence. In fact, wherever possible the
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