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The Man In the Chair.

Bp Helen Mathers, (All Rights Reserved.)
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. :AK and awful the man’s face

5 with a curse, a

ti i i eadful eyes.
qestion in  its dr

"i\;‘lo. curse was for the day, the

. wea, and yes, for me, because

{hfr of living tingled in me

he said. His voice was that of a
gentleman' and a scholar, of one who
has lived habitually with and uttered
‘the great thoughts of great minds,
“'And though you are a woman, and
j therefore pitiful, my heart sank, and T

i o toot, and I exulted dn the cursed you for a fool—what is there in
ead

" .conted wind, in the springy
‘fx;ul[nllt:dfeet, in the throbbing
;1”;1 lark high up in thgt v‘n{'d.
: which is rarely steeu in Eng-
yn the KEast coast. )
utlgutawuy from the great cxtg
Sleepy ‘Hollow; in which 8o mucs
ontent lay hid. Often it seem

Ve

| life to sing about ? And I cursed you
deeper when at a distance I saw your
heedless, rosy face—for I knew that
neither a fool nor a happy person would
have the sense to do my bidding; but
when you came near, when you whitened
and I saw your eyes”—he paused and
turned his own away, and on the in-
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rally as a duc H
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o t stupendous results,
su<h, bringing about stup ey
l;ml at last finéd the ov . the
t :mmriun.tﬁo str(;l:)ghufg;n thing, B
more especially as :
ihli:hr} as far as the eye mxg};t s(;cé‘ettcg!e.
e mm{, = gou»is()%ew?s toheeir scores
oor cripples_who
11‘. ;l\e ééa Bathing Home, and ‘iwho%

u may in fine weather basking il
= Hm"l Selfelg)w or laid out, like this
the sands y 1
oue. to take a sun-bath on the clllg. t’lgs;
1 had never before come on g o L
mattended, and before hxsv lkydsmore
mine, involuntarily I had wa %h e

ywly, with a sharp sense ofl the o

¢ between his lot and mine,
2as! but made my JOy & e

He lay staring at the sky, ag.ndhlit \ﬁ'g:
(uly when I came close, and in his e
¢ yision, that he turned his eyl?sm
me, and, as I have said, slevg gluugeg
Lappiness with one glance, !ﬁlt glell .
we for the moment into t s
agony in which he moved and ha ‘1
being. . . . it

Involuntarily I stopped, just as 1 .
lichtning blow from a poignard had ?ill-l
rested my heartbeats, and, his eyeslfs .
Leld mine, when, recovering mysell, x
moved step by step towards him, ar;;_
Tecame aware that the eyes w;«lare fas k-
ing me a vital question, urgently, Iur
ously, as if they knew_what my anliiwes.
would be, anld cursed me beforehand
for its refusal, 3

In that slow progress towards him
that to me seemed to last a century,
and in which I felt like one who mtla
rare moment of happiness is abrup ¥
summoned to witness all the horrors o
a torture chamber, 1 had no thought of
lisobeying the summong of those ter-
rible eyes, and when at last I had»‘ come
close and was looking down upon' ?m,
it seemed to me that I must obey him,
too, when he said, in_the tone of an
officer in command to his men:

“Push me over the cliff.”

He said it so naturally. and the man
himself was so winnowed away.almost'
to pure spirit, that his eyes (with the
curse now gone clean out of them) helg
an almost celestial clearness—aye, an
supernatural power — For the momentI
was in the man’s grip, and it seémed to
me quite the right thing that I should
obey him w#s my spiritual master, even
a3 his  disciples obeyed Paul, martyr
and saint. )

“T lay here listening and prayingthat
some one might pass this_way, and I
keard you singing before I saw you,™

t

waned.

‘“They are true eyes,” he said, “eyes
that have suffered, fought, conquered—
eyes that show you would darg to do a
plucky, womanly thing—is "any one
within sight?”

My eyes mechanically swept the cliff
to right and left—it was the late
autumn of the year, and but little fre-
quented, being all the dearer to me for
that reason.

“There is no oue,” I said.

“My servant may be here at any
moment,” he sgid, rapidly; “I sent him
on a fool's errand. Listen. On my
way to be married to the woman I
loved, and who loved me, I was caught
in a railway smash, and literally broken
into bits, I am alive only in the
largest bit—and those devils who call
themselves my friends are moving
heaven and earth to keep the vital bit
imprisoned in a hell of suffering, instead
of leaving the gate open and letting me
creep through it—and I have my own
theories on that point. Nature ruth-
lessly starves his cripples, weeds out the
unfit, and nature never errs. She builds
no hospitals for her breakages and mis-
takes—as cruel man does, in which to
wall up living souls. My people know
my views, and they watch me—and jail
me—and I have mnever once got a
chance—till this morning. Night and
day I have racked my brains for a way
out (I am bedridden, or it would be
easy eunough), and half an hour ago it
came to me suddenly, after I had made
my fool wheel me to the edge of the
cliff—how one little push would do the
trick, so I told him I felt faint, dying,
and he must go back to the town for
brandy—and he went. Apd then I
prayed, as I have never prayed before,
that God would send some angel of
deliverance this way —some one who
had suffered * * * who could feel
pity * * * aud he had barely gone
when you came, singing * * * and,
as I told you before, I cursed you be-
cause I had no hope of you—you were
too happy. Is any one coming?”’

“There is no one,” I said, straining
my eyes for a sign of life, but there
was nohe nearer than in a fisher-boat
rocking a couple of miles away out at
sea.

“My man can go and return from
the mearest public house in less than
twenty minutes,” he said. . “Five are
already. gone. He must come back to
find—nothing. Sometimes the cliff slips,
but it will not slip for me. I am very
muscular still”’—he looked up at me
with a pitiful defiance that brought tears
to my eyes—“and ‘he will think I got
restless—the chair is very light, and
moves easily—and- that I worked my-
self over the edge. The tide is quite
ip bv now?”

I answered him nothing. ‘The tears
were rolling down my cheeks, and I
took the poor thin hand in both mine,
and held it just as if he were my own
.ta‘mllmr_ friend, and looked at him, feel-
ing as if for very pity my heart must
break.

“So you won’t do it?’ he cried out in
such agony as I‘never heard but once
before, and that in a man who loved
and clung to life, but had to face death’
at almost a moment’s notice. “Your
eyes can't lie, you are one of the
cursedly obstinate ones—and you call
yourself a good woman—" He snatched
his hand violently away. “I call you a
cold, inhuman devil. Pah! crocodiles”
tears. Ten precious minutes gone—is
there any one within sight?”

“A tramp,” I sald, “going towards
‘Westgate. It is you who are inhuman,
for if T had pushed you over, he must
have seen me, and I should probably
have been hanged@ for murder.” »

“One pang,” he said, indifferently,
“and all over. You have doomed me
to a million deaths, each more appalling
than the last. Go,” he cried in feverish
haste, “run—you stifle my breath with
your smug philosophy,” and he thrust
out an arm and pushed me away so
furiously that I almost fell.

“And I once ealled myself a gentle-
man,” I heard.him say softly to himself
as I fled, fled so far and swiftly in a
mad, unreasoning terror of myself, indas-
much as I had almost done the thing
that he wished, that when I looked
back the tramp had come up with him
and was stooping over his chair, listen-
ing intently. He made a sign towards
me and shook his head. I seemed to

THIS SAVAGE IS A GOOD DRESSER.

Did you ever see such a headdress as
this majestic-looking gentleman is wear-
‘g It is made of tufts of feathers, in-
trrspersed among which are a few peeds

‘nd bits of grass, and it is the crowning
‘'nament of the Swazi warrior who is
wearing it, .

In Swaziland only those men who

have done most doughty deeds in war
are allowed to adorn themselves in this
manner, and even they must continue to
do doughty deeds, since if at any time
they show lack of skill or prowess a vil-
lage conclave may decide to strip them
of their nodding plumes.

Tt is not easy to obtain an anthentic
portrait of one of these warriors,

J. M. Lane,
R. E. Rood.

The party of Boer delegates now trav-
eling through Canada are expected to
arrive in Vietoria about the middle of
November. They have come to the Do-
'minion, not seeking land for immigra-
tion, but chiefly with a view of study-
ing farming, so that they may be able
to introduce improved methods of agri-
culture among their own people when
they return to their homes. .

The Boer delegates in the illustration
are Mr. W. L. Joste and Mrs,
Joste, Mr. J. M. Lane and DMrs.

' Mrs. Joste.

Mrs. Lane. W. W, Moore,

W. L. Joste,

Lane, and Mr. H. B. Rood. They are
accompanied by ‘Capt. H. J. Kirkpatrick
of the South African Constabulary, who
is accompanied by his wife; and the
Dominion department of agriculture is
represented by Mr. W. W. Moore, woo
joined the party at Quebec.

¢ The delegates, after landing at Mont-
real, proceeded to the lower provinces,
and in  an interview at Halifax ex-
pressed ithemselves greatly impressed
with the agricultural development of
Nova Scotia, and particularly of the
‘Amnapolis valley, as they had no con-

" BOER DELEGATES NOW VISITING CANADA

Capt. Kirkpatrick,
Mrs, Kirkpatrick,

ception of the fertility of the Maritime
Provinces. They had studied closely
the educational system of the province,
and cousidered it very near perfection.

; They have since returned to Montreal
and are now on their way West.

Mr. Joste and Mr, [Lane fought at

[Paardeberg and were taken to St.
Helena, where they were held prisoners
till after the war.
. Mr. Rood is a Transvaaler and fought
till the close of the war, the articles of
peace being signed in his father’s house
at Pretoria.

hear the invalid declare that T was to
be trusted, that I would not interfere;
then quickly the tramp put his hand
inside the man’'s breast pocket and
opened a book and took something out,
looking defiantly across /to where 1
stood, and God forgive me! I absolved
the man. I knew the temptation was
too much for him—that he was practi-
cally- but the instrument of the cripple’s
terrific will power; yet when the blood-
money had been handed over, why did I
stand rooted to the spot, neither crying
out nor hindering—nay, rather straining
my eyes lest there should be any other
human being within sight on that lonely
cliff. §

I saw the tramp step back, but first
he touched the other’s hand with a
gesture that even at that distance I
knew was kindly, then he took a short
run * * I shut my eyes, and when
I opened them three seconds later the-
cliff was bare, and the man was run-
ning swiftly inland over the uneven
turnip fields, while from the opposite
direction a gentleman’s servant was
hurrying at great speed. !

‘When he came within sight of the
spot where he had left his master, I
saw him stop and look anxiously round;
then he ran like one mad to the cliff,
and so to the edge of it, and looked over
then suddenly threw up his hands and
nttered a loud ery, and turned and saw
me.

I stood quite still as he ran towards
me, but in spite of his agitation his
m{l(ximer was perfectly respectful as he
said:

“You saw it, Miss—how did he get
over 2" i

“I saw mnothing,” I said, quietly. ¢TI
was walking away from, not towards
him. Only a minute ago I passed him
there; when I looked back he had
vanished.” p

““He couldn’t have done it himself,
Miss,” said the man, still shaking as if
in an ague fit. ‘“We knew what he
wanted, and never gave him a chance.
Has anyone passed you—a tramp oOr
mischievous boy?”

I shook my head.

“You left him in an unsafe place—a
touch would have sent him over,” Il
said, sternly, “and you seem to imply
that he had suicidal tendencies—a very
little working about with his arms
would do it.” )

The man shook his head. Hc was a
typical gentleman’s gentleman in every
way, with perfect manners, and he had
already, regained full control of himself.

“And you saw no one, Miss?” he said,
with quiet insistence.

“No one,” I said. May God forgive
"me that lie, but I did not then, nor
ever could since, look upon that' tramp
as a murderer; to one tortured soul he
must have shone clear as an angel of
release, and after all he had more cour-
age and resolution than 1.

lStez_ﬂthily I stole a glance towardsthe
sky line, just as the man’s figure van-
ished against it, and instinctively drew
a free breath, for a train was due in
ter minutes, and he would just be able
to catch it. And there was no one to
raise the hue and cry after him: if
thought telepathy is ‘worth anything,
the man should have felt perfectly safe
with me.

“I must go and tell the police,” said
the valet, and he eyed me narrowly.
“My.master had a good deal of money
on his person, and if that is missing—""
he paused respectfully, and his tone was
a glass that revealed me to myself in
my pallor and excitement, and by my
own showing I was the only person near
when the ‘“‘accident” happened.

“If it is ‘missing,” I said, coolly, “well,
I have heard of pockets emptying them-
selves whenr persons are drowning. I
hope he fell into deep water and was
not bruised and knocked about.”

“Did he tell you he had been knocked
about before, Miss?’ said the valet, in-
stantly.

“I have -eyes,” I said, curtly, “AsT
passed him I saw that he was &
cripplé.”  Then I bade him a bri;f
“Good day” and left him.

“Your name ang address, Miss?’ he
said, following me resolutely, “Your
evidence will be wanted at the inquest.”

I gave it readily enough, for my
friends were many in Sleepy Hollow,
and let the future take care of itself,
And then T turned my steps homewards,
for my vagabopdage and all the glory!
of the day to mie was over. And yet—
had not the day broken for one at least
of the few on the cliff that morning ?
And I was never called upon to give
evidencq at that inquest, or Ccross-ques-,
tioned as to what I saw and heard that
morning, for the tide had heen running
swiftly that day, and it had carried the
man in the chair—with or without his
mouey—far omt to sea, and only the
éxj::]np and I hold the secret of how he
led.

——

TCANADA AT ST, LOUIS FAIR

Will Have Offices and Reception
Rooms—Space for Exhibits.
.The Dominion commissioner of exhibi-
tions, Mr. William \|Hutchison, has

where he was choosing the site
for the Canadian building and also
selecting the buildings in which he
broposes to mplace the <Canadian ex-
hibits, = Cavada will mot have a
Separate ibuilding for exhibits at the
St. Louis Fair, but only offices and re-
ception rooms. The exhibits will be
placed in the various buildings, and Mr.)
Hutchison expects to have about 15,000
Square feet at his disposal. Everything
in counection with the fair is going as
well as possible. The price of labor,
however, promises to be high before th®
work is all completed.

—————
Insist on getting Ma=-t¢:®s Three Star
brandy. i

returned to Ofttawa from 8t. Louis, |

2

By George Ade. -Copyright 1902, by Rebert Howard Russell.

NCOE there was a Husband who
was stuck on- Plain Living and
(Home Comforts. He would walk
around an Angel ‘Cake any old

Time to get action on some [Farm
|Sausage. He 'was not very strong for
Romaine Salad or any Speckled Cheese
left over from Year before last, but he
did a very neat Vanishing Act with a
Sirloin Steak, and he had the Coffee
come right along in a large ICup. He
refused to dally with the Demi-Tasse.
‘For this True American the Course Din-
ner was a weak Invention of the be-
nighted Foreigner. When he squared
up to his Food he cut out all of the
‘Trimmings. .

This is the kind of Husband who pqe}s
his «Coat in the Evening and gets him-
self all spread out in_a Rocking IChair
with a fat Cushion under him. .

He likes to wear old Velvet Slippers
with pink Roses worked on the Toes,
and the Heels run over.

Give him about two Cigars that pull
freely and a Daily Paper and he is
Fixed for the Session.

Along -about 10.30, if he can con-
nect with.a 'Triangle of D.essmate:d
Apple Pie and a Goblet of Milk, he is
ready to sink back on the Husks, feeling
simply Immense. L

Now this Husband had a Fireside that
suited him nearly 'to Death until the
Retter Half began to read these Maga-
zines that tell how to beautify the
Home. .

Her first Play was to take out all the
‘Carpets and have the Floors massaged
until they were as slick as Glass, so
that when the Bread-Winner stepped on
one of the Okra or Bokhara Rugs he
usually gave an Imitation of a Player
trying to reach Second.

He told her that he did not care to
live in -a Riunk, but what he said cut
very few Lemons with the Side-Part-
ner. ‘She was looking at the half-tone
Pictnres of up-to-date Homes, and be-
ginning to realize that the 'Wall-Paper,
Steel Engravings and the enlarged Pho-
tographs of Yap Relatives would have
to co.

‘One Day when the Provider struck the
[Premises he found the ‘Workmen put-
ting Red Burlap on the Walls of the
ISitting“Room. f

‘‘Why the Gunny-Sack?’ he asked.
“Can’t we afford Wall Paper?”

“Love of Art is the True Essence of
the Higher Life,” said the Aesthetic and
she began to read a Booklet bound in
the same Paper that the Butcher uses
when he wraps up a Soup Bone.

“Come again,” said the Wage-Earuer,
who was slow at catching these Ruskin
Twisters. .

“This is Art Burlap and not the kind
that they use for sacking Peanuts,” ex
plained the Disciple of Beauty. ‘“Above
the Burlap will be a Shelf of Weathered
Oak, and then above that a (Frieze of
Blue Jimson Flowers. Then when we
draw all of the Curtains and light one
Candle is here, it will make '‘a Swell
‘Effect.” .

“] feel that we are going to be very
Happy,” he said, and then he went out
and sat behind the Barn where he could
smoke his Pipe and meditate on the Un-
certainties of -Life.

Next Day he discovered that she had

condemned his Rocking Chair and the
old-style Centre Table on which he used
to stack his Reading Matter and keep a
Plate of Apples handy.
When he entered the improved and,
modernized Living Room, he found him-
self up against a Job Lot of Beauty,
and no Mistake. .

All the Furniture was straight up and
down. It seemed to have been chopped
out with an Axe, and was meant to hold
up Members of the Rhinoceros Family,

©On the High Shelf was a Row of
Double-Handed ‘Shaving Mugs, crippled
Beer Steins, under-sized (Coal Scuttles,
and various Copper Iettles that had
seen Better Days. .

“At last we have a Room that satisfies
every (Craving in my Soul,” said the
Wife.

“I am more than Satisfied,” observed
the fTreasurer. “I am delirious with
Joy. My only Regret is that an all-
wise Providence did not mold me into a
different Shape so that I might sit down,
in some of these Chairs. What are
those Iron Dinkuses sticking out front
the Wall?”?

““Those are Floreutine Lanterns,” she
replied. “and they are very Roycraftie,
even if they don’t give any Light.”

Next she started in on the Dining
TRoom.

Rule No. 1 for making Home more
ICheerful is to put in a Shelf wherever
there is room for one. ‘After which the
Shelf is loaded down with Etruscan
iGrowlers and Antique Jugs.

The low-browed Husband could not
tell the difference between High Art and
Junk. b

The female Bradleyite covered\x_ the
Walls with ahout 400 Plates, each with
a Blue ‘Curly-Cue on jt. They looked
very cheap to him until he received \the
Bill, and then he learned that they were
101d Delft and came to $11 apiece. |

iIn fact, after his Wife had been hunt-
ing the Second<Hand Places for a While,
he learned that any Article which hap-
pened to be old and shop-worn and
cracked was the one that commanded
the Top Price. .

She never let np until 'she had made
the whole House thoroughly artistic.

' Her. Women Acquaintances wonld
come in and she would show them the
‘Dark 10ak Effects and the Sea-Green

TFrescoes and the Monastery Settee with

MODERN FABLES

the Sole-Leather Bottom in it, and the
‘Corroded¢ Tea-Pot that she had bought,
for $96, and the Table 'Spread made
from Overall Material, with just one
Yellow Poppy in the Middle, and they
would have 37 different kinds off Duck
‘Fits and say that it was Grand, and
that her Taste was simply Faultless.
'After that she wouldu’t care what
{Husband said.

He was a fairly patient Man, and all

'he complained of was that when he sat
down he dislocated his Spine, while the
Brass Knobs wore black-and-blue Spots
on him; and the dining-room Table
should have had a couple of Holes fon
him to put his Legs through; and he
couldn’t find a Place in which to stretch
‘out; and he needed a Derrick in order
‘to move one of the ‘Chairs; and at
‘Night when the Moonlight came into his
'‘Room and he saw all the Bummy Bean-
‘Pots lined up on the Footboard and the
‘Instruments of Torture staring at him
from every corner of the Room, he
‘would crawl down under the QCovers,
and dream of his iIChildhood Home, with
the old-fashioned Sofas and the deep
‘Rocking Chairs and the big Bureaus
‘that were meant to hold Things and
Dot to look at. .
- [However, he has been unable to arrest
the reaching-out after the Beautiful, for
only last Week she purchased a has-
been (Clock—price $115.

Moral : There is no-Place like Home,
and some Husbands are glad of it.
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AUSTRALLA, GARDEN OF EDEN
According to a Well- Known German
Professor.

The cradle of huménity has been
located more than once. More than
one anthropologist has staked out a little
section of the globe and has said, ‘“This
wag Eden.” But now another scientist
has used certain premises as a compass
and certain theories as a chain, and has
surveyed a new portion of the world and

has located a new nursery.

Australia is the new Eden, and Prof.
Schoetensack of Heidelberg is its dis-
coverer. His conclusions were present-
ed to the Berlin Anthropological Society
at a recent meeting. The methods by

which they were reached are as inter-
{esting as the couclusions themselves.

! The anthropologist began with the
assumption that during the geological
ages the brain of man was developing
~and his body was extremely feeble, At
this time there were beasts of great
:strength and agility, which would have
made the development of a race weax
physically impossible,

! With this assumption fixed, Prof.
Schoetensack, with his knowlédge of

i the various forms of life which existed
at various times on the globe, began to
ycount out the regions where it would

have been impossible for man to have
| been mnourished.

{  America, Europe, Asia and Africa
| were quickly put out of consideration,
ras there existed on these continents ani-
mals which would have destroyed every
trace of human life in extremely; short
yorder.

| 'Life could not have been sustained at
i the northern or southern extremitieg of
i the globe because of the cold. The
i brain of man at this time was not suffi-
‘cieutly developed to enable him to dis-
cover fire and he could not have warmed
himself. ‘The only place men could
have existed where ferocious beasts
lived would have been in the trees, and
if they had led such a life the result
would be a four-handed instead of a
two-handed race,

Every one of the scientist’s premises
forces the conclusion that men were de-
veloped in some clime where the tem-
perature was moderate, where food was
easily obtained, and where life was not
a continual struggle against animals
superior physically.

Such being the case, the anthropolo-
gist finds but oune place answering that
description. That is Australia. At one
time this may have had a connection
with southern Asia. Here man.may
have been nourished hnd developed, ‘he
reasons, It is safe from carnivorous
beasts which could threaten the exist-
ence; of man,

Such earnivorous animals as existed
on the island or continent were_tos
small to be a danger. The dingf;"or
wild dog, now known to“have existed
there with prehistoric man, was not s
dangerous foe. Omne of the marsupials
4vas carpivorous, but it was meither
large enough nor strong enough to have
been a .danger at any time.

There was an abundance of fool
easily procured, and the climate was
tempered to a weak race. There more
easily than anywhere else the art of
making fire might have been discovered.

Australia lacks the dense forests
which might have produced an arboreal
race, but it is pointed out that the
tall Australian trees would be calculated
to produce just such hands and feet as
the human race actnally has,

All “these theories have led Prof.
S_c-hoetenﬂack to pronounce with posi-
tiveness that Awustralia was the cradle
of the race, and that it was the Garden
of Eden,

_

You catch the bragging hunter just as
you catch the little bird—by putting salt
on his tale.—Baltimore News. '

—

“Bverything ia getting dearer,” gaid the
apprehenslve citigen. “No,’* answered the
man who has Meen reading about how to
citcumvent the trusts, ‘‘advice ls as cheap
ag ever.”—Washington Star.

Rabbi Montague

%A WomanIn Jewish Literature.” Part I,

N. A. Cohen.

’

Lord Macaulay is responsible for the
following: ‘If there be a word of truth
in history, women have been always,
and still are, over the greater part of
the globe, humble companions, play-
things, captives, menials, beasts of bur-
den. Except in a few happy and high-
ly civilized communities, they are strict-
in a state of personal slavery. Even
in those countries where they are best
treated, the laws are generally unfavor-
able to them with respect to almost all
the points in which they are most deep-
ly interested.” Now, to whomsoever
else this description might apply, it had
not, and never could .have, had the
slightest relevancy to the condition of
the Jewish woman. The position of the
Jewish women in the Talmudic and
Midrashic literature, far from being
what it is so often asserted, but never
proved to have been, an inferior or sub-
ordinate one, is found to compare fav-
orably not alone with the position they
occupied amongst many Oriental and
other nations of antiquity, but even
with that assigned to them by some peo-
ples. of the present day. The Talmud,
‘which is so often and generally so un-
fairly accused of intolerance towards
women, furnishes an example of the
highest tolerance towards the gentler
sex. It would be hardly possible to find
among the women who are at the pres-
ent day, and who have been for some
time past, demanding with veice and
pen that social and intellectual position,
‘which hitherto has been denied them,
a more sturdy champion of their sex
than the woman Yaltha proved herselt
to be. ‘Woman, as depicted by the,
Scriptures, is neither a slave nor a
political force. It does not require much
Biblical knowledge to discover that the
place occupied by the woman is that of
mistress, but her supremacy is confin-
ed to the domestic kingdom. Women
possessed their rights in the homes they
had to brighten and in the society they
were to influence. Not one word of
scorn is breathed as to her capacity
either for social, intellectual, or re-
ligious greatness. /The tone adopted is
always one of respect. “Hear, my son,
the instruction of thy father, but for-
sake not the doctrine of thy mother,”
is a dictum of the author of wisdom.

It is, alas! too true in this sphere, as
in many others, that ‘Christians, who are
not a glory to their Christianity, have
asserted here, as in many other cases,
that the elevation of woman is due to
the Tise and progress of Christianity.
iCertainly Christianity did a deal, and
all thanks is due to it, in teaching the
ignorant ‘heathen social relations aod
duties. But, it must be conceded that
long before the rise of Christianity, the
position of Jewish women was assured
as oune of deservedly high standing. To
‘begin with, there is the name. The
Jewish wife is known in the Talmud
and Midrash most frequently under the
appellation of “De-bi-thu,” a word which
has mever yet had full justice dome to
it. Translated literally, it signifies,
“She who is set over his (i.e. her hus-
band’s) house.” It shows beyond a
doubt, for the term is almost invariably
used in a complimentary sense, that the
Jewish wife, unlike the Oriental woman
in general, past or present, was always
looked upon and treated as the house-
wife, who, of all others, had the sole

household and of everything belonging
to it. It is thus, when bearing in mind
this view of the position of woman in
the Jewish- cult, that we shall under-
stand the meaning of Rabbi Jose when
boasting: “I never call my wife ‘Ishti’,
i.e. my wife, but ‘Betthi’, i.e. my house.”

the Jewish wife had no other active

derstood by ‘“housekeeping.”

baking, washing, cooking, nursing her
never excused from _the last of these

her husband or by society in general,

@and other like domestic duties. There
iwere also other occupations that engaged
the attention of Jewish women. They

dustrial pursuits, private and public.

were paid for their work out of the
public funds. In the Babylonian Tal-
mud, Tractate Kelim, women are men-
tioned as ‘“plaiters of ladies’ hair,” an-
swering the modern hair-dressers, and
this business' was carried on, amoug
others, by Mary, the mother of Jesus;
‘“Miriam, or as she is usually called,
Mary, who was a plaiter of women’s
hair.” iSome, again, adopted the learn-
ed professions, especially that of doc-
tor, and the female * wailers” played
an important part im the community.

women of the ‘“‘Schach-ne-zib” were in
the habit of delivering, are fully record-
ed in the Talmud. And though these
cnm}msitions will not_, compare in point
of literary merit with the poems of
Sappho, a people or society which
thought but little or its women would

household duty than_that which is un-lcame to hear them.

obligations. ‘There are passages in the| to
Talmud evidencing the fact that she|our :
was never looked dowm upon either by|matter seems to K be this:

Even the funeral orations, which ‘‘the| T

not have gone to the trouble of preserv-
ing their aphorisms, much less. would it
have permitted the solemn and public
recital thereof. While on the subject of
wailing, I must point out that Judaism
prohibits excesses. 'I'he fierce lamenta-
tious, one hears so much about, which
found expression in a wild scene of wail-
ing and self-laceration, a scene in which
the women of the Mellah bore a large
part, is non-Jewish. Indeed, the “wail-
ing woman’ is Oriental and not Jewish.
‘How certain this is so is evident, since
in Burope Jewesses dq net attend funer-
als, and there can be no doubt that the
exclusion of female mourners is a most
humane custom.
There is, at least, ome other office
mentioned in the Talmud as having been
held by a woman, and that is a kind of
rtreasurershlp;. and although its natare,
whether public or private, is not de-
fined, yet, as she had a staff of officers
‘working under her, it mjght safely be
inferred that the post was one of respon-
sibility. The fact should also not be lost
sight of that in the time of the Second
Temple, two women, at least, the wid-
ows, respectively, of John Hyrecanus
nnd” of his son, Alexander Janneus,
carried on the regency and held’ the
reins of government. The wife in the
Talmud and Midrash was the husband’s
helmpeet and partner, not alone in the
physical, but also in the spiritual sense
9ﬂ3 the word, an adviser, a counsellor—
She has been given to him to keep him
alive, to advise him.” The Talmud is
not unmindful of the debt of obligation
and gratitude we are all under to wo-
man for her encouragement of learning
in those_over whom she exercisd: so po-
tent an influence. But she was also the
educator of her children in godliness of
life and in the reverence and fear of
God. As to her legal position, the whole
law of marriage, as laid down and de-
fined in the Talmud, is most favorable
to woman, and safeguards her interests
to a degree that could mot but satisfy
the most fervent and enthusiastic ad-
vocate of woman’s rights, 'Ag regards
the religious position of the Jewish wo-
man, far from advocating or favoring
her ignorance in religion, our wise men
most emphatically and unreservediy in-
sisted upon her receiving such instrue-
tion as would enable her to perform the
duties incumbent on her with credit and
with satisfaction to all concerned. Why
nwas Moseg to speak to the women first?
‘Because,” says the Midrash, “they are
particularly zealous in the practice of
all the precepts.” They are, as a rule,
animated by a deeper and more spiritual
life, are more susceptible to religious in-
ﬂqeuc_es, and are, altogether, more con-
scientious in the discharge of the duties
of religion. Women, at one time, were
rboun'd to take active part in the public
reading of the Law and other parts of
the Bible (Deut., 31, 12). In considera-
tion for the women the author of a law
in the Talmud declares in reference to
the Book of Lamentations, read in the
Synagogue on the Fast of Ab, the an-
mversary of the destruction of the Tem-
Rle and the sacking of Jerusalem, that:
‘Whoever can, should tnanslate the
same, o0 that those men among the con-
gregation who do not understand it in
the original (Hebrew), as well as the
women and children may know what is
being read.” In like manner, women

icontrol and managemeut of the entire|are bound to say their prayers.as well

as the men, and if they do not under-
stand Hebrgw, they are to be taught
the translation in any language known
to them. In another part of the Bible,
there is a note by the French-Jewish
scholar, ‘Rashi, which distinctly  says
that preachers in the time of the Tal-

Tt must, however, not be supposed that|mud found it necessary to make their

sermons attractive because women also
It. has been al-

Among| leged that the Talmud forbade women
other duties which she herself had to|to study the Law, but it tells us .-by
perform was that of grinding the corn,| Way of pnaise that in the age of Heze-

kiah, king of Judah, even women and

child, and weaving the wool; and no| girls were conversant with the Law.. If,
matter how enormous the dowry she|therefore, such kuowledge
may have brought her husband, she was; forbidden them, our wise men

had been

would
have assuredly not have gone so far as

glorify that special period in
history. The ‘“truth of the

. There
was, as the Talmud itself already

because she actively performed these|lints, a fear, well-grounded, as every

psychologi§t will admit, that were wo-
men, emotional and impressionable as
they are, encouraged and allowed to de-

followed more or less remunerative in-| YOte themselves to the higher studies and

deeper researches, and investigation of

Women did all the weaving on _the| theology of the oral law—for therein the
veils, which, during the Second Tem-| Whole question turns—they could not
ple, divided the body of the sanctuary| help being taken away from their own
proper from the Holy of Holies, and| more immediate and proper sphere of

aetion, the home, the domestic life. The
home, as Jews understand the term, is
the very thing above all others to which
Ju@axsm directs its attention, and to
which it attaches weight in a very spec-
ial "sense. It is the foundation of
family, of society, of the whole mora}
life of the mnation, even of the state it~
self. It was sacred, it was divine, It
was the holy sanctuary, the father, the
priest, the table the altar of the most
High, but the mother or wife the minis-
tering angel. We caunot be too care-
ul, therefore, that women ever remains
womanly, that she does not lose her na-
tural grace, her womanly charm, that, in
short, she be not removed or estranged
from her peculiar function and provinee,
which there would be a great danger of
her doing—were her mind and spirit cul-
tivated at expense of heart and feeling.

GIRAFFE HAS

One of the many new mammals re-
cently discovered . by Sir Harry John-
ston, the British -commissioner of the
TUganda Protectorate, in East Africa, is
a five-horned giraffe. This animal was
unknown to scientists, thongh for cen-
turies this curious beast has probably
been roaming the-great unexplored por-
tions of Equatorial Africa. ~

Being a daring hunter as well as ¥
naturalist, 8ir ‘Harry has found many
hitherto unknown mammals, whose skins-

have been presented to the British mu- { with cream-like bellies.

FIVE HORNS.

seum and the London Zoological Society.
A herd of five-horned giraffes was sud-
denly come upon by his caravan during
an exploring tour. At the first sight of
the travelers they dashed off for a short
distance, ascending the top of some ant-
hills, where they began viewing the
caravan. Sir Harry shot four speci-
mens. ;

They are of greater height than the
usual two-horned type, and differed also
in color, being distinctly black and white,
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