Day of Routine
In Legislature

Premier Considering. Victoria’s
Patriotic. Offer--Two Mem-
bers’ lSolat.jgn.

Grand Jurors ‘on,,‘ Pay List--In-
sane Asylum Trouble -=
Vancouver Franchises.

Members of the legislature did not
seem in a hurry to begin their week’s
labor. It was getting on for a quarter
.past two yesterday before the Speaker
could take the ‘chair and the house was
.opened with prayer by the Rey. Dr. Wil-

son.
PETITIONS.'

Mr. J. M. Martin presented a petition
from certain companies around Rossland

-

protesting against the eight-hour law.
Messrs. - Prentice and Wells presented
:petitions with regard to the proposed con~

_solidation of Vancouver’s charter act and
.amending acts.” Their nature is illustrat-
.ed by the following:

From the B.C. Blectric Railway Com-
.pany, Limited, of the city of Vancouver,
in the province of British Columbia,
‘’humbly sheweth: :

1. That your petitioner is an incorpor-
ated company, in corporated in England
aunder the Companies’  Act, 1862-1893
(Imperial), and is duly licensed to carry
.on business in the province of British

. «Columbia. i

2. That your petitioner is 'the succes.
.sor in title of the Vancouver Street Rail-
way Company, Limited Liability, ~_wl_nch
said company was by act of the Legisla-
ture of British Columbia, 53 Vietoria,
.chapter 51, amalgamated with the Van-
.couver Electric Illuminating Company,
under the name of the Vancouver Elec-
tric Railway and Light Company.

3. The said rights, privileﬁes, and fran-
.chiges of the Vancouver-Electric Rail-
way and Light' Company were subse-

.quently acquired by the Consolidated|

Railway and Light Company, and by an’
.act of the Legislature pof the Province of
British Columbia, 50 Victoria, chapter
55, the acquisition of the said Consoli-
.dated Railway and Light Company of
the said rights, privileges and franchises
were confirmed and the same were vest-
«ed in the said Consolidated Railway and
‘Light Company and were acquired by
purchase from the trustees for deben-
‘ture holders of the said Copsolidated
Railway and Light Company by your pe-
;igg;lers on the 15th day of April, A.D.

4. At the time your petitioner acquired |

the said rights, privileges and franchises
the Vancouver. - Incorporation Aect con-
itained the following clause which pro-
. tected your petitioner’s rights, sub.-sec.
©Ba of sec./fB, chapter 68, of 58 Victoria
{1895). ; ¢
“Ga. In case there be any gas, electric
lighting, tramway, or water company in-
corporated and carrying an their busi-
ness within the limits of the said city,
the council shall not pass any by-law fer

‘the purpose of = constructing -any such
worfs, or by virtue of which the city will
‘become a competitor in the business car-
ried on by such companies or any of
them, or in any other manner exercise the
powers, conferred by the five preceding
.gections until such council has, by by-
faw, fixed the price which they will offer
for the property of the company or com-
panies whose operations will be interfered
with, nor until thirty days have elapsed
after such notice of such price shall have
been communicated to such company or
companies.”’ G
5. That your petitions is now under
and by virtue of the said rights, powers
privileges and franchises so acquired by
them operating a,  system of street rail-
ways and carrying om the business of
electric lighting in the city of-Vancouver.

6. That the capital stock of your peti-
itioner amounts to £570,000 sterling,
£120,000 sterling preference shares, and

 £200,000 sterling ordinary shares (which
-said shares are fully paid up) and de-
‘Mentures charged upon the undertaking

- «of your petitioner to the extent of £250,-
Q00 sterling.

7. Your petitioner since so acquiring
the said undertaking and acting upon the
faith of the rights, privileges and fran-
chises so acquired, they spent large sums
of money, to wit., not less than $450,000,

*in permanent improvements to their light-
ing and- street railway plant'in the city
of Vancouver. ; ;

8. That the said capital stock is di-
.vided amongst a large number of share-
holders and debenture l];&llders, the ma-
Jority of them living in gland.,

“ 9. That a petition of the corporation of
the city of Vancouver has been presented
%o your honoarable body praying that an
_ met may be passed revising consolidating
and amending the incorporation act of the
said city of Vancouver, being 49 Victoria,
.chapter 22 of the Statutes of British Cel-
mmbia, and an act has been brought
.down to your honorable house styled;
An ‘Actto revise and consolidate the Van-
.. -couver Incorporation Act.

10. That the said act does not contain
‘such a c¢lanse as that set out in para-
‘graph 4 nor any other clause which pro-
_teet your pefitioner’s rights in this re-

. spec ] ;

*« 711."That the said act as brought down
and read a first time prejudical affects
‘the rights, .privileges and'ﬁ-anchises of

wyour %itloner.

; 12. The said act so brought down by
.sec. 112 empowers the corporation of the
«city of Vancouver from time to time to
spass, alter-and repeal by-laws for cer-
tain pi ‘therein enumerated, and
_your- petitioner company objects to the
.tollow?:g sub-sections of said section 112:
~“Sub-sec, 1, which authorizes the ac-
squiring, constructing, .etc., of electric
lights;

\. _ Sub-sec. 2, so far as it authorizes the

. ieity to comstruct, operate and maintain
«afreet railways; & S

‘Sub-sec. 3, for constructing, operhting,

. «ete., railway and tramway;

‘And the proviso in sub-sec.. 4 and sub-
.gee, D, which authoriges the city to com-
-pel all wires to be placed underground;

Sub-sec. 7, which authorizes the city
‘to compel the electric railway companies

< to provide accommodation for passengers
and for limiting the pumber of passen-
_gers allowed to be carried in a car; -

Sub-sec. 8, for assessing any street rail-
\way company using the streets to pay the
.costs of watefing the streets;

Sub-sec. 8, for assessing any streét rail-
way cempany using the streets to pay the
«costs of watering thie streets;

Sub-sec. 9, aunthorizing the city to in-
-spect ¢lectric light wires, etc.;

Sab-sec, 10, so far as it authorizes the
¢ity to-supply Jight to the citizens;

Sub.-sec, 88a, 80 far as it authorizes the
city to regulate and control railway com-
panies within: the eity. .7

forth, for which legislation is agked, are|
‘a direct infringement sta

4

a y -upon the statutory
powers, pri and franchises enjoy-
ed by your ner company.

14. Your petitioner company respect-
fully prays that your honorable house
may grant leave to your petitioner com-
pany to_be heard by counsel and agents
and witnesses in support of the objections
to the provisions of the act to which ob-
jection is taken, with the right to read
décumentary evidence showing the _n.ghta,
powers and privileges of your petitioner
company.

Ete., etc.
F. 8. BARNARD,

(Sgd.)
Director,
(Sgd.) J. BUNTZEN,
General Manager.
Dated 27th January, 1900. i

Petitions to a similar effect were pre-|
‘sented by Mr, Prentice from the follow-

ing: #

(1) The New Westminster and Burrard
Inlet Telephone Company;

(2) From Frank Stillman Barnard;
(3) Vaneouver Gas Company.

TIME EXTENDED.
Mr. Green presented the fifth report of
the private bills committee, recommend-
ing that the time for the reception of re-
ports on private bills be extended until
February 9. The standing orders were
suspended to allow of this being done.
THOMPSON RIVER BRIDGE.
Mr. Joseph Martin asked the Chief
Commissio of Lands and Works:
“Qut of what appropriation is it in-
tended to pay for the bridge over the
Thompson river at Kamloops, for which
tenders are now being aske
Hon. Mr. Carter-Cotton said: ‘ The
matter will receive consideration when
the estimates are being prepared.”
B. . SOUTHERN LAND GRANT.
‘Mr. Joseph Martin asked the Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works:
“ 1. Have crown grants for all or any
portion of the land grant of the British
Columbia Southern railway been issued;’
and if so, when, for how much, and to
whom? .
%92 Jf crown grants have not been
issued, are the same in process of being
issued?
“8. Af crown grants bave not been
issued, have the govérnment decided not
to issue the same, and if so, why?”
Hon. Mr. CarterCotton replied: “Yes,
on the 18th of August, 1899, for 611,583
acres, more or less, to the British Colum-
bia Southern-railway. \

‘Questions 2 and 3
the above reply.

TORRENS ACT.

Mr. Joseph Martin asked the Attor-
ney-General: “Is it the intention to
bring into force the Torrens Act passed
last session, and when; and if not, why
not?* -

Mr. Henderson answered: “ This
matter is still under consideration.”

PREMIER'S SECRETARY.

Mr. Joseph Martin asked the Premier:

“31. When did Mr. C. B. Sword cease
te be private secretary to the Premier?

“2, How much was paid to Mr.,
Sword altogether as salary, and when
was the last payment made?”

Hon. Mr. Semlin in reply said: “ Mr.
Sword ceased to be private secretary on
August 31, 1899. He was paid $423.33.
Presumably the last payment was made
on August 31, at the time *he left.”

My, Martin said he would like the Pre-
mier to inform him exactly as to when
the last payment was made, as that was
really the important point.

_ GAME LAW VIOLATION.
Hon. Mr. Henderson at last answered

are answered by

| the latter part of Mr. Helmcken’s ques-

tion, asked last week, as to why e
government had remitted half the fine
imposed on 'Dominion Fishery Officer
Galbraith for shooting a hen pheasant.
The Attorney-General said the reason
for remitting a portion of the fine was
that the payment of half the fine was
considered a sufficient punishment, as
‘Galbraith pleaded guilty. No deposi-
tions were taken before a magistrate,
but the facts were set out in the corres-
pondence in the Attorney-General's de-
partment. From that correspondence it
was clear that the pird was mistaken
for a grouse. (Laughter.)

An Hon. Member—*“A fowl” The
laughter which this remark called forth
was increased when another honorable
member put the query, * Mistaken by
whom?” to which came an answer by
Col. Baker, “ By the government,” at

| which there was renewed laughter.

_ NOT FILLED.

Mr, Turner asked the Premier:

“1" Has anyone been appointed to fill
the position, or any of the positions,
lately occupied by William Stephenson?

«9. If so, who has been appointed?”’

Hon, Mr. Semlin said in reply: * No
appointment has been made.”

JURORS ACT.

Homn. Mr. Henderson moved the second
reading of the Jurors bill. He said the
important features af the bill were con-
tained in sections 2, 3, 9 and 10. With
regard to section 2, it provided that
schedule B, as amended, should apply to
the territory now or hereafter included
in the Atlin Lake registry of the Su-
preme court. The selection of jurors

Vancouver, - New Westminster  and
Nanaimo would now apply to the Atlin
Lake registry. Section 3 made the pro-
‘yisions of the Jurors Act apply to_the
territory now or hereafter included in
the Nelson and. Bossland registries of
the Supreme court. This will facilitate
business. Sections 4, 5 and 6 applied
to procedure at Rossland and Nelson.
Perhaps the most important part of the
bill was contained in clause 9, which
provides—in ‘addition to the abolition of
the distinction in payment between
jurors residing east and west of the Cas-
cades—for the payment of grand jurors.
That question—the payment of grand
jurors—had been a burning one for a
great many years. At almost every
assize the presentation of the grand jury
contained a request for payment for ser-
vices. It seemed to Mr. Henderson that
it was not an unreasonable request, be-
cause in British Columbia the body of
the men from whom thé grand jurors
were chosen was practically the same as
that from whom the petit jurors were
taken. That was to say, they were not
necessarily wealthy, and when they gave
up their time to serve on the grand jury
they should not be the losers by it.
They should be paid enough to cover
their railway fare and loss of time. As
to the abolition of the distinction in pay-
. ment between jurors residing east and
west of the Cascades, he 'said the judges
of the Supreme court had agreed im
recommending that that distinction was
no longer necessary. Whatever reason
may have existed at one time for that
course, it was no longer apparent.

. Mr. Price Ellison requested .that the
jurors’ fee should be more than $2 per
day. It was unreasonable to ask men
who were making $3.50 per day to
serve on juries for the lesser sum. It
should be at least $3 a day, he argued.

e second reading was agreed’ to.
TO BE PRINTED.

The- printing committee -was heard
from for the first time this session, it
recommending, through its chairman,
Mr. Kidd, that the report on Atlin made

5. That “he power  hereinbefore. set

e

as applied :to the counties of Victoria, |
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minion nt over certain British |
Columbia statutes, recently disallowed,
be also so dealt with.

FOUR RETURNS.

Ministers presented returns as asked
for by resolution as follows:

Hon. Mr. Cotton—Copies of all corres-
pondence between _the Provincial gov-
ernment, or any member thereof, and the
Imperial and Dominion. gpvemments, or
any member thereof, relative to the prof-
fered ‘provinecial - grant of $1,000,000
tov‘:urdu the cost of laying a trans-Pacific
cable.

Hon, Mr. Hume—Copies of all corres-
pondence between the ~government of
British Columbia or any member‘tl_lereof
and the government of the Dominion of
Onnadd, or any member thereof; also
all correspondence between the govern-
ment of British Columbia and any per-
gon or persons, mine.s or miners’ unions,
relating to the enforcement of the pro-
visions of section 4 ‘of an act entitled
“ Inspection of _Metalliferous Mines
Amendment Act, 1809.” ;

Hon. Mr,; Semlin—Copy of a report in
regard to the petition addressed to the
President of the United States by cer-
tain residents of Atlin, complaining of

ince, which petition is referred to in the
report of the Minister of Justice ' at
chapter . 50, “An ;Act, to Amend the
Placer Mining Act.”

Hon. Mr. Henderson—Papers rela-
tion to the British Columbia Southern
Railway Co., being éounsel’s opimion, of
which so much has been heard.

‘Mr. Joseph Martin being in his place
for the first time for some days, was
able to intreduce-his bill respecting soli-
tors and barristers. He, however,
dropped his motion for a return of all
requisitions made by members of the
house in response to the usual minis-
terial circular, and allowed his resolu-
tion - as to the Columbia & Western
railway. correspondence to stand.

HON. MR. McINNES AND ATLIN.

This left the way clear for Mr. Mc-
Bride to move for copies of all corres-
pondence between His Honor the Lieu-
tefant-Governor - and the BExecutive
Couneil of British Columbia, or any
member or members thereof, with refer-
ence to the Bennett Lake and Atlin min-
ing divisions; and = the administration
thereof. :

This was considered vague by the Pre-
mier, who speaking for the goverment
said there was no objection to the motion
but it was very indefinite. The mover,
by stating - exactly what he wanted,
would save time,

Mr. MecBride said the correspondence
he desired related particularly’ to cer-
tain observations made by the Lieuten-
ant-Governor during his stay in Atlin,
dealing directly with the administration
of the northern country. The corres-
pondence would be since the date of His
Honor's return, some time in September
last.  He believed the people of Atlin
were anxious to know what His Honor
did after giving utterances to his deter-
mination to make certain’ representations
to his governmeni with respect to the
administration of affairs in Atlin as a
result of his visit to the distriet.

The motion was agreed to.

NEW WESTMINSTER ASYLUM.

Mr. - Higging' adjourned motion next
came up. It favored the appointment
of. a committee, consisting of Messrs.

ride, Prentice, R. Smith, Macpher-
son and Higgins, to visit the provincial
lunatic asylum at New Westminster,
with power to examine into and report
upon the ‘administration of the affairs,
the condition and the requirements of
the institution, with power to send for
persons and papess, examine witnesses
under oath,, and report the result of
their "iriquir%\s to -the house.

Mo the mover Mr. Speaker remarked
that the resolution was in order.

Hon, Mr. Carter-Cotton, who was im-
perfectly heard, seemed to note with
some show of regret that Mr. Higgins
had mnot given. to the government .that
private information which he talked
about on Friday, so as to enable the
government to understand the scope of
the proposed enquiry. The government
- had no objection to the resolution pass-
ing, but was of course desirous of im-
pressing upon the honorable gentleman
that the inquiry should not involve any
large expense. If the government had
the honorable gentleman’s information
before it, as the Attorney-General sug-
gested Mr. Higgins should give him
privately, it would be able to form some
idea of the matter aud the importance of
it. He need scarcely say that if the
information was such as to lead the
government to believe that there was
something wrong with the administra-
tion of the asylum or with the conduct
of those in it, the government would be
only too willing to co-operate with the
honorable gentleman and te -afford him
every assistance. However, the junior
member for Esquimalt had not given the
information. =

Col. Baker was understood to ask if
there were no permanently appointed
visitors to the asylum. )

Hon. Mr. Carter-Cotton in reply said
that a resolution was passed some ses-
sions ago permitting any member of the
house to go to any public institution at
any time. . 3 ;

“‘That resolution was,not necessary
anyhow,” interrupted Mr. Higgins, who
in cloging the debate made a few re-
marks, only occasional words of which
reached the press gallery. He was
understood to justify his action in not
iying the government the information
e had. . When he promised to give the
information he was under the impres-
sion that the government might perhaps
have the power of limiting the scope of
the ’‘inguiry by refusing to vote the
necessary. expenses. He was  rather
misty as to the authorities, but still for
the time he believed that. However,
he had been looking up ‘the authorities,
and he found that the house had a right
to spend money for the purpose. In
answer to a member of the government
who asked him to. give the information,
Mr, Higgins declined to give any in-
formation at all, “because the informa-
tion in my possession may not be true,
and I do not wish to blast the character
of any man.” The rest of his remarks
were  unheard. The resolution was
agreed to.

EVIDENCE BILL.

The County Cecurts Bill and the Farm-
ers’ Institutes Bill, both down for third
reading, were passed by and the house
went into committee on the Evidence:
Bill, Mr, Kidd taking the chair.

Mr, Joseph Martin wished to place in
the bill some provisions as to proving
miners’ licenses, bills of sale and records
of mineral claims, also the recording of
them in the recorder’s office. There were
frequent legal suits in regard to these
matters now. He asked that progress be
reported.

The Attorney-General thought miners
and others would more naturally look
for such amendments in the mineral acts,
and he asked Mr. Martin to let the bill
go through as it was and either introduce
a new bill to cover his amendments or
amend the mineral acts. .

Mr. Martin had not any objection and
‘the committee reported the bill complete
with amendments. it

TRUSTEES BILL.

by Mr. Justice Irving be printed, and

When the Attorney-General’s bill for

recent. mining ! legislation of this prov-|
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the protection of trustees came up for
consideration next in committee, with
Mr. Neill .in the chair, Mr. Martin was
again heard from. He had a strong ob-
jection to Mr. Helmcken's section that
the act should Le operative at the time of
its passage. What else would it be? he
asked. As soon as the bill was assented
to it would become law, so the section
was absurd. Why throw a doubt upon
it by any such section? he remarked.

The genial senior member for Victoria
didn’t mind. ‘‘Tear up the amendment,
Mr. Chairman,” cried he. The amend-
ment was withdrawn.

The Attorney-General proposed a new
section to the effect that the act shounld
not affect any litigation pending at the
time of the coming into force of the act.
Mr. Martin did not think that went quite
far enough, but letting it pass he went
into clause two, which was carried while

He objected to the: words. in that sec-
tion “whether the transaction alleged to be
a breach of trust occurred before or after
the paseing of this act.” He did not see
why the house should change the law as
to past and gone transactions.

Mr. McPhillips was inclined to favor
the amendment, while Mr. Pooley spoke
up for it. ‘The office of trustee was, he
observed, a thankless one at the best.
This was a move in the right direction.

The Attorney-General thought it safe
to leave the section as it was originally
and trust to the courts to deal fairly in
the matter. .

The amendment proposed by Mr. Mar-
{in was defeated, and the committee rose
and reported the bill complete with
amendments.

_@OMPANIES SAVED MQNEY.

The bill to amend the Companies” Act
was next considered in committée, with
Mr. Robertson in the chair. This is the
bill which provides that the registrar’s
certificate of incorporation need not set
out where the registered office is situated,
that the memorandum of assqciation need
not specify the part of the province
where the registered office is to be situ-
ate, and that alterations in the memor-
andum. of association be published in the
B.C. Guzette:

Messre, 1iizging and Pooley did not
think thit the first two objects of the
bill, as sef out above, were quite wise,
and tlier®Ste clauses 3 and 4, which re-
ferred to them, were laid over.

A« to publication in the B.C. Gazette,
AMr. J. Martin protested that there was
no need for four insertions, one was quite
enough,

Mr. Higgins suggested that there
should be one insertion in the Gazette and
two insertions in .a newspaper. What
was the use of throwing away money in
advertising in the Gazette?

Mr. Eberts was opposed to the clause
(5) altegether. It only increased the ex-
penses in connection with these compan-
ies. : :

Hon. Mr. Hendersen suggested that an

amendment be .sent up to shorten the
time. -
Mr. J. Martin took up the suggestion
and moved that the alterations in the
memorandum of ‘association be only pub-
lished for one weck and not four weeks
in the Gazette. 3

Mr. Higgins also moved that the ad-
vertisement be inserted only onee in the
B.C. Gazette, and twice in a newspaper
published nearest to the office of the
company.

" Mr..J, Martin’s amendment was pass-
ed, and the member for Vancouver drew
the Attorney’s General’s attention to the
fact that it would be necessary to amend
the proposed new sub-section 2 of section
20 of the old act in order to meet this

 change from four weeks to one week.

Mr, Higgins altered his = amendment,
Mr. Martin’s having partly covered it,
-and moved that the advertisement must
be placed in two issues of a newspaper.

Mr. J. Martin strongly opposed the
amendment on the score of the expense
to the companies.

Hon. Mr. Henderson endorsed = Mr.
Martin’s views. - The object was to get
the publication of the alterations publish-
ed somewhere ~where those interested
might see'it. That was done by one pub-
lication in the Gazette.

The amendment was lost.
as amended was passed.

Section 6. setting out the powers of
non-personal iiability mining companies,
came in for some discussion at the hands
of Mr. J. Martin. He claimed that the
Companies’ Act 'was exceedingly defec-
tive. For exawple, said he, the act al-
lowed the directors to dispose of the
company’s assets withont obtaining the
sanction of ‘the shareholders.
powers mentiopved in this bill allowed too
radical action 1o be taken by the direec-
tors without the eonsent of the ‘share-
holders. ‘The directors were given power
to practically dissolve a company.

Hon. Mr. Henderson suggested that the
committee rise and report progress in
order to give hon. members a chance to
prepare amendments. He asked that
notice be given of the amendments.

Mr. Eberts said it was not usual.

Hon. Mr. Henderson said it would
facilitate business.

Progress was accordingly reported.

SMALL DEBTS GARNISHEE,

Hon. Mr. Henderson moved the second
reading of the bill to provide for garn-
isheeing in the small debts court.

The . Attorney-General thought it
would be advisable for persons who util-
ized that court for the purpose of collect-
ing debts to be able to garnishee.
Another amendment was to the effect
that a magistrate could try an action
if the defendant resifled, or carried on
business within that magistrate’s terri-
tory.. The words “ carried on business ”
were not in the old act.

Mr. J. Martin favored the bill bnt
pointed out that the curious anomaly
would now exist that while in the small
debts and county courts there could be
garnisheeing before judgment, yet in the
Supreme  court no: such right existed.

Section 5

He. intended: to bring in a bill to give

'that right, and hoped it would be sup-

he was absent from the house last week. |.

'would cease from saying that Mr. Hig-

These |

ported.

Mr. Martin, added that he was given
to understand that 1t was the practice
of magistrates who conduct small debts
courts to. undertake collection of debts.
If that be done it was a gross abuse
which should be stopped immediately,
(Hear, hear.) The idea of a magistrate
who sat in judgment in his court actu-
ally becoming an attorney and under-
taking the collection of debts was sim-
ply opposed to all principles of justice
and fair play. A man could not sit as a
judge and adjudicate fairly in matters
that had been handed in to him by the
parties to collect. He would suggest
that a clause be added to the effect that
no magistrate, his clerk nor anyone con-
nected with him shall undertake in any
manner, shape or form the collection of
accounts.

Mr. Wells remarked that section 6
did not provide for summonses being
returned against corporate bodies. The
head office of the C. P. R. was in Mont-
real.  Would service upon .its agents or
any agent in this province be sufficient?

Mr. McPhillips said there was a prece-
dent in Manitoba.

Mr. Henderson, in reply to Mr. Mar-
tin, agreed that no magistrate should
colleet accounts. If any such facts
were brought to his attention or to the

)| morning or later this evening to reply.

\{ ably at this moment.”

equip 50 men. ¢
“ Resolved that these resdlutions be
communicated to the proyincial govern-
ment, with the request 'that they be
transmitted to the Domimion government
forthwith, and also to the eities an
m}mlcipalities throughout the province,
with a request for their co-operation.”
At the conclusion of their reading by
the Premier there was a chorus of
‘** Hear, hear.”

Mr. Helmcken—* That is all right.”
Hon. Mr. Henderson—*“Very good.”
Mr. Helmcken: “Will the Premier
give us his views as to the resolutions?”’
Hon. Mr. Semlin: “I asked Mayor
Hayward to give me until to-morrow

I am not in a position to answer favor-

The house rose at 5 p.m.

GALLERY NOTES.

Mr. Joseph Martin has given notice of
a want of confidence motion as follows:
“That this house disapporves of the ac-
tion of the government in failing to take
such steps as would allow Mr. Theodore
Ll}dgate and his associates to proceed
with the construction and operation of a
saw mill industry on Deadman’s Island,
in Burrard Inlet.”

* %

The usual notice of motion ' precedent
to the budget has been given by the
Finance Minister, as follows: ‘To move,
“That the speech of His . Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor at the opening  of
the present session be taken into consid-

Vietoria shall undertake to raise and}

eration on Monday next.”
. * % %

There are two new government bills
that the Finance Minister will father
The first is to amend the New Westmin-
ster’ Relief Act, 1899, the other will
amend the Rever:ue"l‘z:x Act.

Notice has at last been given by the
Premier of the bill to amend the Public

Schools’ Act. 5

* ¥ %

It is rumored that the government will
drop the Coal Mines Regulation bill, the
opposition to it being very marked. Its
provisions are considered to be too dras-
tie. .

LOCAL NEWS.

“From Natural Causes.”—The inquest
on the death of the old man William
Frost, who was found dead in his cabin
pear the Jewish cemetery on Saturday,
resulted in a verdict of death from na-
tural causes.

notice of any member of the executive;
he should see that some action was
taken to prevent that magistrate abus-
ing his power. He did not think it
should be done. It was a most repre-
hensible practice, and perhaps could be
dealt with by the department just as
well as if a clause were not inserted in
the bill.

Thig view of the matter evidently com-
mended itself to the house, and the
second reading was agreed to.

A CANCELLED PRE-EMPTION.

Hon. Mr. Carter-Cotton presented the
return asked for by Mr, Turner in rela-
tion to the cancellation of the pre-emp-
tion of T. Tugwell at Log Cabin.

THE THIRD PARTY,

Mr. McBride moved that the name of
Mr. Joseph Martin be added to the min-
ing .and railway committees. .

Mr. Higgins desired to mention the
fact that he also had been left off the
committees. (A ‘voice: “Too bad.”) He
wasd quite at.a loss to understand why,
until he found it stated in a Kootenay
paper that he and Mr. Martin were flop-
pers and that was why they had been
left off. (Laughter.)

Mr. Semlin, in reply to Mr. McBride,
did not guite know the order in which
to proceed. The committees were made
up after consultation with the leader of
the opposition.  He hardly saw how
they could add to them without derang-
ging the order in which they were ap-
pointed. 3

Col. Baker noted it was the privilege
of any member to suggest an addition.

Hon, Mr. Semlin said he was perfectly
aware of that, but it was a question of
proportion. The proportion of govern-
ment and opposition members must be
maintained. < The members of the gov-
ernment side of the house were all satis-
factorily placed and the other side were
left to the leader of thé& opposition, who
perhaps had forgotten some, the Premier
suggested by inference, but not in words.

Mr. Higgins urged that the opposition
was entitled to a larger proportion on the
committees this session, as the govern-
ment majority had been decreased from
six to nothing. He was not very
anxious for work, but if one flopper was
putz on the committees the other omne
should be. (Laughter.)

Col. Baker remarked that the house
was now a triangle. The members of
the third party must be remembered in
the naming of the committees. - The
Premier had alluded to the government
side and the opposition side, but the
third party had been left out altogether.
(Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Semlin said he would take
the matter into consideration. ' He pre-
sumed they could add to the committees,
but the government would insist upon
maintaining the same proportion as now
existed. ¢ If these two gentlemen were
added the government would add two
from its side of the house.

" ®™Mr. Joseph Martin declared the state-
ment of the Premier was entirely at
viariance “with those of his supporters
and organs. . He hoped these latter

f_ins ‘and ‘himself belonged to the ovposi-
ion.

Mr. McBride, at the request of the
Premier, dropped his motion, as the Pre-

ranged. 4
PATRIOTIC VICTORIA.

Mr. Helmcken asked the Premier if he
had received from Ottawa any further
information relative w the offer of a
British Columbia contingent?
/Hon. Mr. Semlin said he was just
rising to give the legislature the benefit
of the latest message he had received
from Ottawa, It was not yet conclu-
sive. The Premier then read Hon, Mr.
Borden’s telegram, the effect of which
was given in the Colonist of Monday.
He remarked that so fag the further
telegram promised had not come to hand.
Then the Premier came to the patriotic
resolutions placed in his hands by the
Victoria Patriotic Committee, ' They
T Resolyed that thi
gy solv: at this committee” believe
it to be.the duty of the people of lgritish
Co(llumbxa to aidt by gc&ntribntions of men
and money in strengthenin; i
South Africa. b
“ Resolved that in view of the prob-
ability of the aceeptance of the offer of
the British Columbia legislature of 100
mounted men being further postponed,
because the number is too small to load
a special transport, this committee pro-
poses that the number be fncreased by
at’ least 250 men by private effort, to

supplement the provincial offer and en-

mier thought: the ~matter could be ar-|g

Benefit Concert.—The Daughters of St.
George at a meeting held last night de-
cided to give a grand patriotic concert
in the near future for the benefit of the
gritish soldiers now serving in South

frica.

Paper for Princeton.—The Similka-
meen Star is the name of a paper about
to be started at Princeton by Mr. R. E.
Gosnell, late provincial librarian, now of
the Greenwood Miner, and Mr. James
Anderson, one of the Princeton dele-
gates who are to meet the board of trade
this evening.

Death Came Early.—Essie Partridge, a
native of Westmeath, Ireland, died on
Sunday at the residence of Mr. Neil Cun-
ningham, Victoria West. The funeral
will take place at 9.15 this morning from
Mr. Cunningham’s residence,” Robert
street, and at 10 at St. Andrew’s R.C.
cathedral.

Laid at Rest.—Rev. R. Hughes offi-
ciated at the funeral on Sunday of the
late Richard Wilson, killed at Russell's
station last week. - There was a large at-
tendance of friends, and the following
gentlemerr acted as pall-bearers: ' Messrs.
P. McMillan, F. Henskie, W. Gregg, W.
Dempster, W. Jeffrey and J. Fairful.

A Victorian Enlists.—The Fifth Regi-
ment has the distinction of being repre-
sented in the ranks of the Honorable Ar-
tillery Company of Lendon, England,
whose detachment for service in South
Africa sails on Saturday next. A cable-
gram teceived yesterday from Mr. F. K.
Vigor, second son of Mrs. Vigor of this
city, announced that he had been accept-
ed along with his cousin, Mr. Arthur
Vigor, for sonie time a member of this
celebrated company. Mr. F. K. Vigor
went from Victoria to London about a
year ago, having secured a position in the
Metropolis. While here he was an em-
ployee of Turner, Beetod & Co., and for
four years a member of No. 1 Company
of the Fifth Regiment, taking an active
interest in all its concerns. His many
friends in Victoria will wish him luck
on the service for which he has gallantly
“volunteered,

PRSI, M-

HOCKEY CLUB.DANCE.

A Very Enjoyablejﬁair Very Largely
! Attended.

The Hockey Club gave its second an-
nual dance last evening in the A.O.U.W.
hall. The decorations of flags and ever-
greens, both in the dancing and supper
room were very tasteful and the rooms
when filled with the well-dressed dancers
made a very pretty picture. The at-
tendunce was large, perhaps a little more
so than was quéte comfortable for the
dancers, but Victoria young people are
accustomed to a crowded floor on ecea-
sions of this kind and the guests enjoyed
themselyes' thorougly. Dancing was be-
gun at 9 o’clock and was continued until
a late hour.
ished the musie.

B EWED Sl
WRECK OF TOWNSEND.

Additional Particulars Brought by the
Steamer Danube Yesterday.

By the steamer Danube further perti-
culars were received from the wreck of
the steamer Townsend. The Toewnsend
left Skagway in the teeth of a strong
north wind, and made fair headway un-
til near Haines, where she was

because it was found her flues were giv-
ing out. She slid off the mext morning
and arrived at Haines with the mail.
She left shortly afterward. The wind
was blowing a gale and the snow was
blinding. . In ten minutes the flues gave
out and drowned the fires, leaving the
ship helpless. Anchors were cast, but
not: holding ground, the Townsend was
driven stern foremost on to the rocks,
tearing off her rudder. stern post, pro-
peller and pantry. She came around
shortly and commenced pounding. A
boat was launched and a line run ashore.
The crew, numbering twenty, five pas-
sengers and one stowawdy were taken
ashore. This was not accomplished, how-
ever, until many of the crew had their
faces, hands and feet badly frozen. Noth-
ing ‘was saved but a few of the personal
belongings of the passengers and trew.
These were cached in the snow, and all
made their way through snow and wind
to Haines. b i
After the crew had obtained food anil
a much needed rest, they went back af-
ter effects, only to-find that the Indians.

Bantley’s orchestra fura- ‘M

‘ment longer.

- o
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Fifty Men.

Imporiant Step Taken at a Mect-
ing eof the Patriotic
Committee.

Citlzeﬁs to Reise and Equip
Fifty Men for African
Service.

The citizens of Victoria, through the
patriotic committee appointed by Mayor
Hayward in accordance with a resolu-
tion passed at the public meeting recently
held in the Victoria theatre, have offered
to raise and equip fifty men for service
in South Africa. The committee also
suggested that other cities raise a like
number so that with those offered by the
province there would be a sufficient num-
ber to fill a tramsport, and thereby do
away with the possibility of British Col-
umbia’s offer being declined qn the
ground that there was not room in the
transports secured for other troops and,
100 ‘men were not sufficient for a specitil
transport.

The meeting of the committee at which
the decision was arrived at was held yes-
terday morning at the city hall, those
present being: His Worship the Mayor,
Colonel Baker, A. €. Flumerfelt, Ald.
Cameron, C, H. Lugrin, A. G. McCand-
less, H. Cuthbert, G. Jeeves and W.
Ridgway-Wilson.

The Lieutenant-Governor wrote that he
had received a letter from Colonel Erwin,
secretary of the Canadian patriotic fund,
describing the objects of the association,
and outlining the methods to be employed
in furthering said objects, and that he
had communicated with Mayor Hayward.
The subject matter of both letters was
considered, and it was decided to adopt
the suggestions offered in His Honor's
letter, the matter being left in the
hands of the mayor.

It was moved by Mr. Cuthbert that the
correspondence be received and asknowl-
edged, and that the press and banks be
asked to allow the subscription lists to be
placed in their offices for the conven-
jence of the public. And that the minis-
ters of the city be asked to. represent the
objects of the fund to their congregations
in whatever manner they think best.
And also that a subscription list be open-
ed at the city hall. 3

It was moved by Mr. C. H. Lugrin and
seconded by Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt, as
follows: ‘“‘Resolved, that this committee
believe it to be the duty of the people of
British Columbia to aid by contributiéns
of men and money in strengthening our
arms‘in South Africa; A

“Resolved, that in view of the prob-
ability of the acceptance of the offer of
the British Columbia legislature of one
hundred mounted men being further post-
poned because the number is too small to
load a special transport, this committee
proposes that the number be increased by
at least two hundred and'fifty men by
private effort, to supplement the provin-
cial offer and ensure its immediate ac-
ceptance, and that Victoria shall under-
take to raise an@l equip fifty mounted
men;

“Resolved, that 'these resolutions be
communicated to the provincial govern-
ment with the request that they be trans-
mitted by telegraph to the Dominion gov-
ernment forthwith, and also to the cities
‘and municipalities throughout the pro-
vince with a request for their co-opera-
tion.” Z
. Mr. Wilson handed in certain papers,
including programies and press notices
in reference to the visit of Mr. E. Shott,
who is coming here highly recommended
by the London papers. His object is to
give first-class musical entertainments;
the proceeds of which are to be devoted
to sending troops to South Africa.

The committee during the afternoon
laid the affair before Premier Semlin and
received the assurance that everything
possible would be-done by the govern-
ment to ensure its aéceptance.

His ‘Worship Mayor Hayward has re-
ceived the following letter; which is self-
explanatery:

To His Worship the Mayor, Chairman
of the Citizens’ Committee: Dear sir,—
Having noticed your decision that the
citizens of Victoria shall equip fifty
mounted men for service in South Africa,
we beg to tender you, as our contribu-
tion towards the same, one saddle horse
to be selected by you from our entire
stock. Yours faithfully, A. Henderson,
superintendent Victoria Transfer Com-
pany, Limited.

——— e

MEDAL COMPETITION.

Result of the Golf Matches Played at
Oak Bay on Saturday.

The seores in the monthly medal competi-
tion of the Victoria Golf Club at the Oak
Bay links on Saturday, follow:
T’1 Hde: 're
103 16 87

Capt. A. 'W. Jones
Mr, G. H. Burton 18; 88
15 89

Mr. W. F.

Mr, C. J.: 8 T

Mr. A. N. : 1
Messrs, Combe, Escombe, Crease, Luxton

and Sterling returned no scores.

LADIES’ COMPETITION.

Miss
Miss

Mrs. Barnard, Mrs. be Mrs. Oliver,
Mrs. Holland and Misses Har i
Pemberton returned no scorle:"’ SRS anc

REROGRESHERI, GG Stk we
RHODES ON SOUTH AFRICA.

None but Anglo-Saxons Canm Develop
South Africa.

“Mr. Rhodes does not 3
0 spend great
z:gms on philanthropy wunless improving
bee condition of the Afriean native may
80 construed. ‘Religious projects also
iilg&ge,httle of his sympathy. Mr.
i hoces’ conception of religion is not ad-
erence to any particular creed, but a
gl:n 8 fixed idea as to his duty and des-
y here, his vital relations to the uni-
;em. . Rhodes will tell you frankly that
e believes he was put on earth to de-
velpg South Africa with‘the aid of An-
glo-Saxons. I was about tosay Knglish
and Ame'ncaa The Portuguese will
never do it. eard him tell @ man who
attempt‘ed to interview him at Cape
bow_n, ‘because they are too lazy. The
lacks have not enough gray matter, and
t:x:egg:r do not know how. The job,
*fore, remains ifor *—Ainslee’
 msring us Ainslee’s

e Y e———

“ Do not suffer from siek headache a mo-

It i8 not' necessar: 7
Little Liver Pllls Will cnee you_  Debe, ono

sure its immediate acceptance, and that

had stolen them bodily. The"st
a total wreck. y s obss

ll:lt‘tile pill. Small price. Small dose. Small

£9,
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The Weather
Moderat

Steamer Danube Home A
After a Plesant Trip tq
Skagway.

e

Henry Macaulay and Pa
From Dawson--Openin
the Railway.

+ The steamer Danube arrived fron
way yesterday afterboun, having b4
Jayed at Lyna Canal by a heavy
storm, BShe bad, however, a ver,
trip Yor this season of the year, the
er on the run south being very fij
that In Lynn Canal being nothizyg 1i
encouniered by the Tees, for althoy
snow fell heavily it was mot accor
»y frost, in fact the weather had
moderated. The Danube had 26
gers, almost all recent arrivals #vor
som, among their number being H. (
sslay, who brought ‘down $30,000 i
JFames Cessford, of this city, and
IKline, & Rnewspaper corresponden
Macaulay left Dawson on Fanuary
like his companions was delayed 4
neft by the big storm. During thd
there was an unprecedented fall of
and for a time travel was blocked
Bennett and Cariboo 'Cressing, the
ing considered unsafe, and the
was also blockaded, but trains are pi
running again mow, -as the rotary
had cleared the track as far as th
mit and was ‘at ‘work beyond that
while 200 men were also engaged
ling. On the ‘lake, Mr. Heney lo
teams theough the ice giving away,

The line to ‘Dawson was down, Y
following weather reports from pol
tween Skmrgway and Bennett show
the weather had moderated on Janu:

Skagway—Cloudy, south wind, m
above. -
Glacler—Snowing,
above,

‘White iPass—Cloudy, high southwes
drifting, 22 above.

Log ‘Cabin—Cloudy, high southwes!
drifting, 24 above.

feaser—8treng northwest wind, s
drifting, 22 above,

Bennett—Cloudy, strong southerly
26 mbove.

Ne 'Yukon Basin weather; wires ddg

The Danube brought no Dawson)
but ‘ene bag from Glenora, “which
Jbrowght down the river by T."T. Poy

QUSTOM HOUSE MOVEID

Caradian Officers Change Wheir Qy
From Log Cabin to the Sumny

northwest win

Mr. D. Stevens, Camadian collec
<ustoms, has moved his hediquartey
Log Cabin to the Summitcof Whit

. Jur'explanation of the move Mr. E.
by, supervising efficer at Skagway, s
_ “““We have mowved ‘the customs hous
fLog Cabin to the Summit+éimply beq
48 a natural place for such a house,
weniences eam mow e 'h¥d there th
' wrere unobtainable @t the point.

“The first Canadian eustoms hol
White Pass was at ifhe’Smmnmit, but
#f the absemce of wood 'there for
wyas moved te Middle Lake, to th

_ vand later to Log '‘Cabin, where thy
| wwood' to be kadl without hauling it
) ‘distance.

“Now that the mallroad gives the
‘tage of service to the very sumim
fuel as well as supplies of other ki
tbe taken there on waill, vwwe had just
Ibe at that poimt. Tt is customary
.custom homses right at the bound
- “Furthérmere, im thiskdnstance, th
_rStates customs officer is stationed
sSummit, and in case of any m
«standing as te routine: affairs the
-can be settled might con the spot
rrepresenatives of the respective
.ments without parley or delay tha
‘be occastoned by having them far o

“All who start from Skagway ¢
4rail should get = maiifest of thel
sat the Canadian customs office fo!
tation to the officer at the Summi
»goods will then be examined and
sat the Summit. Tf it Is desired
through the British territory in th
iwalley fo American merritory beyo
iimstance, Forty-Mile, Eagle, C

td “Nome, the man with ‘American go
‘mave to put up a bend at the
;amounting to a cashdeposit equs
«duty that would be +eollectable
«goods were they destined for Britl
tory. Upon his arrival in Americ
tory the amount deposited as a B
"be refunded upon application thro
jpopper officers there,

“4In regard to shipments over thi
wall, all work in commection with
#oms is done at Skagway and at
thus obviating delay of trains at
miit.

«4Ag there are no bended wintg
between Bennett and awson, 1g

.to ship. freight from o
through to American gerritory wi
_img ‘their own_evidences of suret]
are seven no Rhrough #greighting|
Dawson as yet. Next winter I
see .as great strides in sinterior t
tiom facilities as there have been
winter :

*Mothing but a few small
scavedly. worth noting have thus
made ugh in bond this winte
ican tervitory.”

. All Points To
Double M

Arrivals gfrom the North o
much reliamee on the theowy t
Clayson and Lynn Relfe,
peared so mysteriously wiille
way out fram Dawson, hawe
some new diggings. They,
police, believe hat the men w|
murdered, asd ghat the men
rest at' Lake Tefkish and V
could explain the disappeara
wonld. . Mr. B. Gockerill, a 1
from :ghe interior, agid:

“ We left Dawson a week 8
son and Relfe, and have bee|
eleven fays at Bemmett by f
Having theard on onr way out
men had disappeared at 1
made inguiries. We wnderst
.good autherity that the draft
O’'Brien, the man arrested @
was drawa $n favor of Belfd
police stated they were sati
their arrests of the men held
and at White Horse.

“ The general impression is
missing men hare been done
and I firmly belieye they have,
strikes bave beep made 2pyW




