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Lt our Teaders attention.

ich also outfitted

bwn as “The Frosty Spring,”

Rigs of Sallmg Craﬂ: But
No Steamers o

hlue of Seals Broughf in the Greatest on
Record --- A Contrast in the Ships
Then and Now.

pp view of the interest attaching to
present sealing voyage, and the
hijed care with which it is follow-
day after day, while the ships are
i the following article taken from
e columns of the Evening Herald of
weh, 1916, signed M.J.O’M. will at-
In the
two hundred . ‘and  ninety
ging vessels of .all rigs carrying
¢ 13,000 men, -cleared from the
of St. John’s, for the sealfishery,
hging in cargoes the total ‘value of
ben was . $1,350,000. Last year (1921)
s steanyers only prosecuted the
ing voyage, their gross returns
pg but '$171,242, or little over one
ih of the proceeds of the: same
ery sixty-four years ago. Mr, O'-
a wribes with the ease and
amcy of one well acquainted with
and it gives us much

1857,

subject,

b.sure indeed to reproduce his con-

bution to the Herald. It will be
gerstood. that St. John's only is Te-
ol to, no mention being made of
her sealing centres in the Colony,
Jarge fleets of
jing vessels.

THE FROSTY SPRING.
*is the  sealfishery is a matter of

rest just now, I would kindly ask:

2 to publish a few items concerning
t fishery in the year 1857. The

gring of 1857 was certainly one of |
b carliest and most successful in |

was
ow-
to the fact, that an intense frost
ined during the early part of the
gt from which many of the crews,
Bist gathering the harvest, suffered
erely. The number of vessels clear-
from St. John’s and .the outports,

historw_of the voyage. It

b two hundred and rinety, compris-
g brige, brigantines, and the prover-; Stabb, a
crewed with
There was one|of the loss of this vessel has been

“beaver-hat-men”
me 13,000 men.
pue, however, the Barbara, Capt.
lily’ Kean—a famous skipper of
g day. He was father of Capt. AJ
mn, ngw commodore of the present

fleet, sad to relate, prosecuting
e fishery.

THE FIRST ARRIVAL.

However, on the 22nd March, with
flag flying from her mast-
2 first to arrive was the brig-
ine Wm. Stairs, Capt. Colbert, with
il prime seals. The brig Evanthus,
. White, #late commander of the
kmer Nepitune) also arrived ‘on the
pe-flay, with but little success, the
blain, unfortunately, having had to
kndon the voyage owing , to - ill-
uith. On the 23rd the Prigt. St.
lian, Capt. P. Mullowney,” who later
teessfully commanded the steamers
iiris and Ranger, arrived with 5,700
ime harps, and the Arthur O’Leary,
pt. “Terry” Halleran, 6,600.
b %5th, the Lena, Capt. P. Feehan,
ed with 6,500, followed by the
irgaret, Capt. P. Cummins, hailing
§000; the brig Eleanor Davis, Mc-
Mghlan, 7,000; the Wyoming, Kelly,
W, and the Crown, Carew, 5,000.
the 27th the brigt. Vulvan, Capt.
Mister, entered port, having 6,000
board; g#ollowed by the Caledonia,
B “Joe” Houlihan with 6,300; the
i, Coady, 4,500, and the brigt.
8 Henry, Breen, master, 4,800.

OTHER ARRIVALS.

‘00 the 28th the Orient, Chafe,
J; the Elzabeth, Capt. A. Graham,
' and brigt. Maggle, Capt. Goss (2
Wy maw) 5,700. The latter recalls
Memory when, a few years later,
Goss, in the brig Zambezi, was
%10 ardive from the icefields. It
o a beautiful Easter morning
Ml 1st) in the early sixties. The
ez, I remember, came up the
‘b{’f a8 'the Cathedral bells were
g, and the wharf-heads growded,
P all her+ flags, flyigs, in itow of the
Dddle-tug Blue Jacket, halhng for
Blendid load of 2M00.prime harps.

" Cews of all the sqi eferred to
i big hills, but the est, how-

© W5 that made by the crew of the

Elizabeth, Capt. Graham, each man
sharing £556 (275.00).

(Note:—On the 30th March the first
of .the Northern ships to arrive was
the © King, Capt. W. Knee, with.
6,000, followed” by the Beerless, Capt.
Kean, with' 5,500. Later other:of the
ships arrived with good trips also.)

THE PRICE PAID,
[ “On the 28th March, however, ‘in-
cluding previous arrivals, twenty-five
St. John’s vessels had  .entered -port
with the splendid catch of one hun-
dred and twenty thousand seals, in

£85,000 ($425,000). ' The ‘price paid,
per quintal this spring, owing to 'an
advance made by the enterprising firm.
of O’'Dwyer, was 37s. 6d, (about $9.00).
The seals were mostly prime harps,
with a considerable number of young
hoods, averaging respectively forty-
six and fifty-six pounds per “sculp.”
The total catch for the spring was
475,000, value for about $1,350,000.
LOSS OF THE-JOHN AND MARIA
“A terrible catastrophe occurred,-at
the beginning of the voyage, in the

On:

loss of the schooner John and Maria,
and twenty-one of her crew—mostly
Southern Shore men.  This A vessel
sailed from St."John’s in the forénoon
on March 2nd, intending to. call at
Cape Broyle for some sen.llnz gear,
and was lost the following-night at
Brigus Head, where she unfortunately
struck, and became a total wreck, The
Captain (Thos, Carew) and one boy
were saved, both having been rescued
the succeeding morning from the
schooner’s rigging in an exhausted
condition. The John and Maria was
“beaver-hat” rigged—of which thére
were many of her kind in those days—
and was owned by the firm of Ewen
well-known commercial
house in St. John's. - The tragic story

handed down, and sadly told, from

| generation to generation, on_ the

Southern ShoFe, to the present day.
HELD OFF T00 LONG.
“The firm of P. Rogerson & Son had

seven vessels prosecuting the voyage
this spring, all of which returned

with full cargoes, totalling some 35,- |

000. With the high price. obtaining,
as previously referred to, a handsome
turnover would certainly have been
made, if an immediate sale of all car-
goes had been effected; but, after dis-
posing of a cargo or two, the firm, in
anticipation of a further advance, de-
cided to hold on to the remaining lot.
In .the meantime, unluckily, a con-
siderable slump occurred, with the re~
sult that the fizre old firm of P. Roger-
son & Son‘sustained a great loss, one
we regret to say, that staggered it for
some years later. Mr. H F. Shortis,
who is, certainly, well-informed on
our early sealing voyages, as well as
an enthusiast on all matters pertain-
ing thereto, will be surprised to learn
of the splendid cateh of . the fﬁenty
five St. John’s vessels, already noted.
Mr. Shortis, when writing of, and sen-
timentalizing over, . the stories and
prowess of the “men of the frozen
pans,” occasionally boasts of the su-
periority of the Harbor Grace skipper
over that of his St. John’s contempor-
ary. But, Mr. Editor, facts are stub-
born things, and consequently, we
have yet to find, if ever, since the in-
ception of the sealfishery, has the
whole sailing fleet of Harbor Grace, in
any one season, equalled the record
catch of one hundred and twenty thou-
sand seals, ashore and .afloat in St.
John’s in March 1857, }

HEROES OF THE FROZEN PANS.{

“The men employed in.the sealfish-
ery in those days required strength,
endurance and activity. They, usual-
ly, had a long distance to  travel. fo
reach the patch—sometimes fifteen to
twenty miles. They left their: differ-
ent ships in the early morning, each
carrying a biscuit or two in. his
“jumper” pocket, and often didn't re-
turn till late evening, tired ‘and hun-
gry, with their “rop;otht."'-:‘l‘h-c‘uy,
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‘SPECIAL FOR THIS WEEK! |

Lot of

Manufacturers
good valie tor”

Men’s Tmed Pants
) /Odds and Eﬁds:'
$5.50, your choice

- suit of canvas, together with belt and

the aggregate, which jwers ‘walued for

THE UBIQU!TOUS STOWAWAY.
' “The stowaway was generally an in-
teresting personage in the days of the-
sailing vessel.” He received kindlier
and better treatment than he does to-
day on the steamers, As soon as he!
had made his appearance, - or had
.{ been’ discovered, the master-of-the-
watch was informed, who in turn, ac-
quainted the Captain—the latter re-
questing  his presence in the .cabin.
Here the intruder was lnterroxated as
to his name, age, parents, etc., all of
which were. entered on the ship’s log.
If he were-found a hardy boy, and of
ordinary size, he was outfitted with a

sheath, knife. and stecl. After don-
ning his new garb, in which he felt
proud and “happy, he strutted the
ship’s deck as independently as if he
were the Captain’s son, all ready for
the slay. The stowaway was allowed
half his catch, and, if proving a good
lad, and happening to  sail with a
“jowler” skipper. his berth, all thdngs
being eqnal was secure for the fol-
lowing spring. ‘ He was usually a fav-
orite among the crew, and in many
cases, ‘through some - little incident
during the trip, acquired a nickname
that forever followed him in after life.
SOME OF THE OLD GUARD.

“A few of the “jowlers,” who in-
variably arrived with bumper trips,
were:—Captains . T. Halleran, P.
Feehan, Joe Houlihan, P. Mullowney,
and P. Cummins, whose crews, each
‘m made big bills—forty and
forty-five pounds per man. Conse-
quently, these skippers, owing to their
name and fame, always had the pick
of material, as to men, to crew. their
ships. Some of these captains, at
Hlection time, were eagerly sought by
political aspirants fo act in the capac-
ity of chairman, and in other ways as-
sist in conducting a campaign. One
captain, I remember, while addressing
a ‘public meeting from the,balcony of
the old market-house, among other
things, boldly declared that he “spilt
more blood than the great Napoleon”
—an assertion based, no doubt, on his
fame as “a great ‘sile’-killer.”

A SUBJECT FOR AN ARTIST.

“It was a beautiful sight,” on the
first of March, especially if a fresh
sou'wester were blowing, to see the
large white-winged fleet leaving for
the icefields. Many of them, amid
hustle and bustle, swung from the
wharf-heads, awaiting the roll-call,
as also picking up the belated strag-
gler, who came along <carrying his
jar, gat, “skins,” and the other para-
phernalia peculiar to the voyage.
Other ships passed down the harbor,
with mostly all hands aloft, loosening
gaskets and unbending canves, the
latter stiffening to the breeze as they
glided along, amidst hearty cheers
from the waterfront, which were fol-
lowed by lusty exchanges from the de-
parting crews.

ALWAYS IN OCOMMISSION.

“Several. of the old sealing vessels,
after returning from the hunt, pre-
pared for foreign voyages. Some
sailed with fish cargoes to the
Mediterranean and West Indian mar-
kets, whilst others to English and
Scotch ports, carrying the new gea-
son’s oil. After discharging at 'the
latter places, their destination wgs
mostly for home ports,” generally ar-
riving in early autumn. Many of
these old “ice-hunters” were fast
sailors, often outrivalling our Clyde-
built in making quick passages. Many
of them, however, were either owned
| or partly owned by their respective
vommanders. The names of the differ-
ent firms manufacturing “fat” in St.
John’s at this time, which was chiefly
conducted on the Southside, were:—
| Baine' Johnston & 'Co, W. & H.
Thomas, Kenneth McLea & Sons, Job
Bros. & Co., McBride & Kerr, Bowring
Brothers, John Barron & Co., Stabb,
Row & Holmwood, and Robert Alsop.
Those manufacturing on the North-
side were:—Brooking & Co.,, L. O'-
Brien & Co., R. O-Dwyer, J. & W,
Stewart, R. & L. Tessier, and T. Bond.
The Southside firms referred to ran
mostly from East to West, consecu-
tively.”

A Pretty Mean Friend.

An Athison, Kan., bride was the re-
cipient of a eut glass bowl for a wed-
Qing gift. The bow! arrived broken (o
pieces, and each pieces wrapped separ-

wrote to the jeweler for an explana-|
‘tion, and learned that the sender had

bowl was dropped by one of the clerks.
She bought the pleces and asked to
have them packed and sent to the
bride with her card. The jeweler sent
the package, but ordered the bowl
‘mppod as it was received to expose
the bnnr'a meanness.

ately in tissue paper. The young bride' l

entered the jeweler’s store just as the : fi

A new lot of Ladies’ White

Lawn Blouses; good value : at ‘

$1.98. Our price .

-

Ladies’ Black Shoes.

Two splendid lines of Ladies’
Black Shoes, both lace and 3
strap; medium heel.

Per Pair, $3.98

Ladies’ Overshoes.

A splendid rubber for the
money; low cut, medium
heel; an extra strong rubber.

Ladies’ Vests.

Fine Ribbed Vests, narrow
shoulder, comfortable V neck.

Each, 25¢.

Ladies’ Boots.
A splendid line of Dark Tan
Boots, medium_ heel.

Per Pair, §5.75

|FuLL VAL

Eadl, 98c.|-

‘price is always the lowest.

‘We've s

nt a lot of tlme and eﬂort to make thls Sale give all tha.t it claims—-
geE ‘Come in and see the items shown in this ad. and also the great num-
ber of values we: had no space to mention. You’ll agree that th1s event is extraordla

}

Pullover Sweaters.
All our Pullover Sweaters are

now reduced to $2.98. These are}

all ypure ' Wool goods,
worth twice our price.

Each, $2.98

easjly

'_CurtamScnm.

New Scrim just in, in beautx-

|ful patterns, 28 inches wide;

many designg to choose from.

Per Yard, 15¢.
Dress Goods.

English Melton Cloth in many|
shades, 40 inches wide, suitableé]

for Costumes and Spring Coats;
worth $2.00 per yard. - Our

price {
Per Yard, 90c.
Dress Voiles.

Figured Voiles, very nice pat-
terns; 40 inches wide.

Per Yard, 59c.
Striped Flannelette.

Here’s real value in Striped
Flannelette; 27 inches wide.

Per Yard, 19c.

{Sweater Coats.

About 100 lightweight Sweat-
er Coats; pure Wool, in many
shades. Reg. price $7.49.

Now, each, $4.98

Ladies’ Hose.
In Tan and
Black.

Pair, 19¢c.
Suit Cases,

24-inch

Each, 1.95'

The Newest of Spring’s Hats

Graceful shapes in a myriad of novelty trims, with
original formings of trim and crown developed:-in color-
ful creations to match one’s suit or gown, and priced
most pleasingly at the new values.

Each,

Leather Mitts

Big Bargain in
Heavy Mittens,
made of good
heavy leather
with closely wov-
en knit wrists.
Excellent value at
this special price.

Pair, 69c.

Popular

Priced Gloves

Made of Pig-
skin. Nothing bet-
ter than’ these
heavy Gloves for
outdoor work on
cold days.

4.98 Pair, 69c.

’ L3 L3
Men’s Silk Ties.

Never was there such a splen-
did showing of Men’s Silk Ties
seen in our Store before. Beau-
tiful patterns worth much more
than our .price;: but then, our

Each, 75¢.

TCuticura Soap.

Cuticura Soap is one of the
best Soaps made.

Per Cake, 35c.
Quilt Cottons.

Beautiful large pieces in Light
and Dark patterns.

Per Pound, 38c.
Artsyl Rope Silk.

A full line in all shades.
Per Slip, 8c.
Caticura Taleum
Powder :

Per tin, 43¢.

Pero

_|Popular Hoslery' ."

Boys’ Hosiery.

Hosiery for sturdy boys;
kinds that wear through: the

roughest play and save mothers
from the constant fuss of mend-
ing. Sizg 6 to 9 1-2.

Per Pair, 49c.

There is a saving and money
saving in buying these Hose.
Colors: Black Tan, Navy, Grey.

Men’s Work Shirts.
Very well made Shirts for
the heaviest strain that may
be put upon them. They are
excellent outing Shirts as
well; made up in Grey,Blue
and Kakhi Flannel; full sizes.

Each, $1.98

€
Men’s Dress Trousers.

Well chosen materials; sep-
arate trousers for dress wear
continue to be the fashion
when worn with dark ' coat.
Trousers at ‘this price in-
cludes handsome new striped
weaves in all wool fabries.

Each, $5.98

Wool Underwear.

A full line; all sizes, heavy
Wool Underwear. Reg. $2.25
garments. Now

Per Garment, $1.33

Men’s Caps.

Stylxsh Caps of high grade
materials; assorted patterns.
We are fortunate in being
able to place such a big value
on sale at this price.

‘Each, 98c.

{




