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Once more time’s revolving cycle 
has brought around the Christmas 
season. Christmas is the m.st joy­
ous festival in ihe ecclesiastical cal­
endar, and properly so ; for it is the 
feast on which is commemorated that 
stupendous event that brought “glad 
tidings of great joy ” to man. It is 
the feast of the Nativity of our dear 
Lord, that great miracle of God’s 
condescension to man. The joy of 
the first Christmas ; the joy amidst 
which the Nativity of our Lord was 
ushered in, was not confined to earth, 
but bad its origin in Heaven ; for the 
“glad tididgs” were announced to 
the shepherds on BrthleheihNi plains, 
by an angelic choir, singing“Gloriain 
Excelsis Deo." It is not our inten­
tion to discuss the condition of the 
world at the tim^of the Nativity, or 
the sentiments by w'hich we should 

be animated at this festive season. 
With these matters our readers are 
familiar, and from different pulpits, 
tomorrow, they will be instructed re­
garding their particular duties at this 
time. We would simply say that, 
after discharging our religious duties, 
to our mind, there is no more meri­
torious manner of celebrating Christ­
mas than by relieving the necessities 
of the poor. The poor are those 
who are always dear to the heart of 
Him Whose Nativity we celebrate. 
If, as far as we are able, we contribute 
to make Christmas for them a joyful 
occasion, we may be sure that it will 
be for us, in the truest sense, what 
we wish all our readers,

A Merry Christmas.

and did not object to the frontiers 
claimed by Great Britain, as for­
merly claimed by the Dutch. 
According to Mr. Somerset, who 
has lately written on the matter, 
in the Nineteenth Century, the 
Dutch, before they gave up Gui­
ana to the British, “ obtained an 
unwilling concession to a part of 
the Cuyuni river, and a general 
extension of their influence to the 
north of the Essiquibo river.” 
When the British arrived, they 
claimed they only wished to rule 
over what had been Dutch terri­
tory, and ran their boundaries in 
such a way as to correspond with 
what they believed to be the fron­
tier of the country which they 
had acquired by right of conquest. 
Owing to the fact that the coun­
try was a vast wilderness, it is 
possible the boundaries were 
somewhat indefinite. The terri­
tory referred to in the “ conces­
sion,” noted above, seems to be 
the bone of contention. For 
nearly 40 years Great Britain 
continued to exercise jurisdiction 
over the whole colony, the disput 
ed portion being uninhabited and 
regarded as practically worthless, 
until the discovery, of gold in 
1850. ■ From that time forward 
the Venezuelans, now and then, 
exercised violence towards British 
subjects in thinly populated dis­
tricts. In consequence of this the 
British Government ordered a 
small force to the gold-mining 
district- to protect their subjects, 
and asked Venezuela to recognize 
the boundary rights, as they 
stood, until such time as a thor­
ough survey could be made by 
both governments and a definite 
frontier mutually agreed upon. 
To this the Venezuelans did not 
agree, and thus matters continued 
till last summer, when, through 
violent attacks by Venezuelans on 
British subjects, they reached a 
somewhat acute stage.

Cleveland’s War Message-

We publish elsewhere, in this 
issue, a summary of the diplomat­
ic correspondence between the 
Governments of Great Britain 
and the United States, relative to 
the Venezuelan matter, as well as 
of the bellicose message bearing 
on the case, which President 
Cleveland thought fit to transmit 
to Congress. A perusal of the 
correspondence, and attention to 
the facts of the case cannot fail to 
convince any fairminded reader 
that the ground taken by the 
Government of the United States 
is, whether regarded jifStn " the 
point of view qi -diplomacy, in 
temational_Jaw, justice or fair 
play, sÆoÏÏy untenable. And the 
convL.tion forces itself on aU^tU8" 

irested and unprejudiced minds,
that President Cleveland was ac­
tuated by ulterior motives in is­
suing such a menacing document. 
It is thought, by those in his own 
country possessed of rare oppor­
tunities of knowing, that he is 
desirous of securing a nomination 
for a third term of the Presi­
dency, and that a pronouncement 
so anti-British as the one in ques­
tion is considered the most power­
ful means of stiffening up the 
weak-kneed electors and uniting 
the different political factions in 
his favor. Another opinion ié 
that the Venezuelan matter is 
only made the pretext for bring­
ing" about trouble with Great 
Britain, so that a blow may be 
struck at Canada, which our Re­
publican neighbors are wont to 
regard with a very jealous eye. 
In any event, it is plain that Pres­
ident Cleveland has acted from 
ambitious and selfish motives, a 
course most reprehensible and ex­
ecrable in the executive head of a 
great nation. He takes no 
count of the dreadful conse­
quences of a war between these 
two countries. Granting, as is 
altogether likely, war does not 
follow ; still the injury to com­
merce and the element of- insecu­
rity injected into the public mind 
is of itself most disastrous.

- At this point in the controversy 
the Government of the United 
States thought proper to interfere, 
and through their Secretary of 
State, Mr. Olney, addressed a note 
to the Government of Great Bri­
tain demanding that the whole 
Venezuelan question be submitted 
to arbitration, and citing the Mon­
roe doctrine as authority for mak 
ing this demand. To this note 
Lord Salisbury has replied in a 
most firm and dignified tone, set­
ting forth the views of Her 
Majesty's Government as to the 
controversy. There can be no 
mistaking Premier Salisbury's 
words. In the strongest and most 
polite diplomatic language he tells 
the Government of the United 
States, that thisyenezuelan mat­
ter is none of their'Particular con­
cern, and that ffie G.overnment of 
Great Britain consiüe'f thenjselyes 
quite competent to deal with it. 
The British GovernmflSt are quite

Hemisphere is both natural and 
expedient” Every point of 
Secretary Olney’s exaggerated and 
inflated interpretation of the Mon­
roe doctrine, is met and demolish­
ed with solid argument, by Lord 
Salisbury.

PresidentCleveland findinghim- 
self completely outwitted by the 
able reply of Lord Salisbury, feels 
that he must do something to raise 
himself in the estimation of his 
countrymen. Consequently he 
issues his famous message, and the 
members of Congress throw their 
hats in the air and shout “ war. ” 
A bill is at once passed through 
both houses of Congress, author­
izing the appointment of a com­
mission to determine the bound­
aries between Venezuela and Bri­
tish Guiana Was there ever any­
thing mope preposterous heard of 
than the conduct of the United 
States Government all through 
this matter ? First they ask that 
Great Britain submit to arbitra­
tion the determination of the 
boundaries of a colony which was 
ceded to her by treaty nearly 
Hundred years ago, and in which 
no interest of the United States is 
interfere* with. Then; because 
Great Britain does not think fit to 
have her business interfered with 
by any outside party, the United 
States Government appoint a com 
mission to go and mark out for 
Great Britain what territory she 
may occupy. One would imagine 
the United States Government 
would not be anxious for any more 
courts of arbitration, considering 
the contemptible subterfuges they 
have employed to avoid carrying 
out the duties imposed upon them 
by the Behring Sea award. It is 
our opinion that the members of 
President Cleveland’s Venezuela 
commission will be somewhat 
chary of approaching too closely 
to the boundaries of British Gui 
ana. There will be a few red 
coats down there that will take 
excellent care of the commission 
ers, if found prowling round where 
they have no business.

The Venezue'en Question.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell on the 
19th received a telegram from the 
Liberal-conservative association of 
Victoria expressive of thanks for 
the choice of Colonel Prior as 
cabinet minister. The Premier 
sent an appropriate reply. Facti 
ous opposition is being offered to 
Prior, but it is expected that the 
Grit candidate, as in ’91, will lose 
his deposit.

When we come down to facts 
and enquire what the trouble is 
about, it will be found to be some­
thing in the nature of a line-fence 
dispute. A small matter; surely, 
to paralyze the commerce of the 
world, and set two great nations 
by the throat Venezuela, as our 
readers know, is one'of the South 
American republics. It is situa­
ted between the 1st. and 12th. de­
grees of north latitude, and 60th. 
and 73rd. degrees of west longi­
tude, and borders on the Carib­
bean Sea, the Atlantic, British 
Guiana, Brazil and the United 
States of Colombia. It has an 
area of something like 420,000 
square miles, and a population of 
a little over two millions and a 
quarter. But a small percentage 
of the inhabitants is pure white, 
the balance being the progeny of our 
different Indian tribes raided with 
European and African blood.
The boundary between Venezuela 
and British Guiana is made the 
occasion for the present dispute. 
British Guiana was first acquired 
from the Dutch in 1796 by con­
quest and military occupation, 
and these Dutch possessions were 
ceded to Great Britain by treaty 
in 1814. Venezuela at that time 
had no recognized existence, and 
Spain, the former possessor of the 
territory bordering on Guiana, 
was a party to the treaty of 1814,

willing to submit tq arbitration 
the determination of any -territory 
whose boundaries are in dispute ; 
but it is altogether opt of the 
question to expect her to arbitrate 
about an integral portion of Bri­
tish Guiana. The Monroe doc­
trine takes name from certain pro­
positions contained in a message 
from President Ifonroe in 1823. 
The two propositions which he 
enumerated and which are since 
known as the Monroe doctrine, 
were in substance as follows : 
“ That America was no longer to 
be looked upon as a field for 
European colonization, and second­
ly that Europe must not attempt 
to extend its political system to 
America, or to control the political 
condition of any of the American 
communities which had recently 
declared their independence. 
Supposing we were to admit, for 
argument sake, the validity of 
this Ijlonroe doctrine, it could have 
no possible bearing on Great Bri­
tain’s rights to the territory in 
Venezuela, ceded to her by treaty 
from the Dutch, in as much as she 
acquired this territory in 1814, 
nine years before the Monroe doc­
trine was proclaimed. But Lord 
Salisbury points out that the Mon 
roe doctrine has no existence in 
international law, it was promul­
gated by President Monroe, be­
cause he considered the exigencies 
of the time demanded it, and the 
scope of its operations was limited 
by a subsequent Congress. While 
not acccepting the Monroe doc­
trine, however, Premier Salisbury 
does not feel himself called upon, 
so much to d,6U)olish the “doctrine” 
itself, as the developemeyt of it 
contained in SecrStaiy Olney’s 
note, which he proceeds to explode. 
Among other things, Secretary Ol­
ney -says that, “ to-day the United 
States is practically sovereign on 
this continent aqd its fiat is law 
upon the subjects to which it con­
fines its interposition. ” Could a 
more preposterous assumption be 
imagined ? For instance, have 
we Canadians no rights on this 
continent ; can we not enjoy our 
“free institutions” and advance 

individual happiness, ” ex­
cept “ by your leave, United 
States ? ” Secretary Olney says 
that the “ inexpedient and un­
natural character of the union be­
tween a European and an Amer*" 
can state is so obvious that it can 
hardly be denied. ” To this Lord 
Salisbury spiritedly replies that 
“ ffer Majesty’s Government are 
prepared emphatically to deny it 
on behalf both the tiritish and 
American people who are subject 
to her crown. They maintain that 
the union between Great Britain 
and her territories in the Wester#-

The gratifying intelligence was 
received by the Premier on the 
19th that the parliament of New 
South Wales had renewed for 
three years the subsidy to the di 
rect Canadian-Australian steam­
ship line, of which Huddart 
managing owner. The govern- 
moBt-faliy.Mrecegniatf,'
co-operation which the sister col­
ony has given to this service. 
Canada desires to give perman­
ence to it, and this action of New 
South Wales certainly tenqp in 
that direction.

LOO ? L AND 0TH3R ITEMS.
Mr. John McEachkrn, agent for the 

Sun Fire Insurance Company, has onr 
thanks for an excellent calendar for 1896.

Monday’s Examiner was a Christmas 
number of eight pages, printed in three 
different colors, We extent our faternal 
congratulations,

Reports from St. John’s, Nfld., an 
nounce that the herring catch is very 
large this year. Several American vessels 
have made excellent hauls.

The St, John Daily Spn has issued a 
beautifully i lustrated Christmas number 
in the form of a supplement to Its issue of 
Friday last. The artistic appearance pre­
sented by it is highly creditable.

Till the end of the year Weeks Â Co. 
are clearing out at big reductions the bal­
ance of Ladies Cloth Jackets and Capes. 
All fur goods—Astrakan Jackets; Far 
Capes, Fur Muffs, Fur Collars. Remem­
ber big discount till end of the year. Call 
early.

W. A. WEEKS, CO., 
Dec. 10,—3i Wholesale & Retail

At this season of peace and joy, it is 
unfortunate that we are obliged to have so 
much to say that savors of war rather than 
peace. But we cannot help this, we are 
forced to this alternative by those who 
appear to have uncharitable and bellicose 
dispositions regarding our homes and 
firesides, and these must be defended at all 
haszards. The good name of onr country 
most not be assailed with impunity.

War! War! War| Canada* be swept 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific by the 
American Gold Medal Carpet Sweeper. 
Ch’town clothing trade will be swept into 
James Baton & Co’s great store if low 
prices will <*o it, January 2nd will begin 
one of the largest clothing «aies aver held 
in this city by the above mentlodfcd firm. 
Read their advertisement in this issue.

The meesage which President Cleve­
land sent to Congress on the 18th., in 
connection with the Venezuelan cor­
respondence expressed in forcible terms 
his belief that the Monroe Doctrine as 
enunciated to Lord Salisbury, in Sec­
tary Olney’s despatch of July last, Was 
founded upon substantial considerations 
and involved oar safety and welfare, 
and that it was fnlly applicable to onr 
present conditions and was directly re­
lated to the pending controversy. He 
expresse i deep disappointment that the 
appeal of the United States for arbitra­
tion, actuated by the most friendly feel­
ings towards both nations directly con­
cerned, addressed to the sense of Jus­
tice of and to the magnanimity of one 
of the Great Powers of the world, and 
touching its relations to one compara­
tively weak and small, should have pro­
duced no better result. The dispute, 
he says, has reached such a stage as to 
make it incumbent upon the United 
States to take measures to determine 
with sufficient, accuracy what is the 
tine divisional line between Venezuela 
and British Guiana and he suggests the 
appointment of a commission for this 
purpose, stating that in making this 
recommendation he is “ fully alive to 
the responsibility incurred aaft l^niv 
realizes all the consequences thafmay 
follow ” Nevertheless, he says, while 
it is a grievous thing to contemplate, 
the two great English speaking peoples 
of the world as being otherwise than 
friendly competitors in the arts of 
peace, there is no calamity which a 
great nation can invite which equals 
that which follows a supine submission 
to wrong and injustice.

of the questions dealt with by President 
Monroe ; that it is not a quest.on of the 
colonization by any European power of 
any portion of America, nor of the im­
position upon the commnnities of South 
America of any system of government 
devised in Europe. “It is, ” be says,
“simply the determination of the frontier 
of a British possession which belonged 
to the throne of England long before the 
republic of Venezuela came into exist­
ence. ” Z s he proceeds in the discussion, 
the language of Lord Salisbury becomes 
tart. He dieclaims any intention of be­
ing understood as expressing any accept- "Strength of the United States.

T a. nn C' n Unttn wn !, 1 ■ n l— — — * 1 !.. i

Although the matter submitted to 
Congress in connsction with the war 
like meesage of President Cleveland 
consists of three diplomatic notes 
only, they are very voluminous. Mr. 
Olney’s note to Mr. Bayard concerning 
the threatening aspect of affairs be­
tween Great Britain and .Venezuela is 
first in the correspondence. It is dated 
jnlv 20th last, and deals with the 
boundary question at great length. Be­
ginning at the very inception of the dis 
pute, which has now assumed so serious 
an aspect, Mr. Olney carries his argu 
ment of the American claim for arbi­
tration bas.d on the Monroe Doctrine 
down to the present time, and givds em­
phasis to his statements by quoting the 
sentiments of President Monroe in full, 
and notes that “ Us pronouncement by 
the Monroe administration at that par­
ticular time was unquestionably dne to 
the inspiration of Great Britain, who at 
once gave to it an open and unqualified 
adhesion which has never been with­
drawn. ” Mr. Olney gives in his note a 
firm endorsation to the principle enun­
ciated by Monroe, and defines Great 
Britain’s position in this frank manner : 
“She (Great Britain) says to Venezuela :
* You can get none of the debatable 
land by force, because yon are not 
strong enough. Yon can get none by 
treaty because I will not agree ; and 
von cap take your chances of getting a 
portion by arbitration only if yon first 
agree to abandon to me such other por­
tions as I maf désignât^’’- Contin1’-- 
Mr. Qlney'VSyf! It is non^ffflSvgffjllow
such an attitude can be defended, nor 
how it is reconcilable with that love 
of justice and fair play so eminently 
characteristic of the English race ; and 
holds that if such position be adhered 
to, it should be regarded as amounting 
in substance to an invasion and con­
quest of Venezuelan territory. In con­
clusion, Mr. Olney says that in these 
circumstances the duty oi the President 
appeared to him anmistakablo alia im­
perative. To ignore Great Britain’s as­
sertion of title and her refusal to have 
that title investigated, and not to pro­
test and give warning against the sub­
stantia} appropriation by Great Biitaio, 
of the territory fjrr.her own use, would 
be to ignore an established policy with 
which the honor and welfare of this 
country are closely indentified. He, 
therefore, instrncted Mr. Bayard to lay 
the views given before Lord Salisbury 
and said “ they }the views) call for the 
definite decision upon the point whether 
Great Britain will consent or decline to 
submit the Venezuelan boundary ques 
tion in its intirety t) impartial arbitra 
lion. ” Expressing the President's hope 
that the conclusion will be oa the side 

arbitration, Mr. Olney concludes 
with the pointed statement that if the 
President « is to be disappointed in 
the hope, however, a result not to he 
anticipated, aud, in his judgment, cal­
culated to greatly embarrass the future 
relatione between this country and 
Great Britain, it is his wish to be made 
acquainted with the fact at such an 
early date as will enable him to lay the 
whole subject before congress in . the 
ne^t annual message ”

Lord Salisbury’s reply is addressed to 
Sir Julian Faunoefote, British ambaasa 
dor at Washington, under date of 
November 26th last. This dealt only 
with the application of the Monroe 
doctrine in the case at issue, and was

ance of the Monroe doctrine on the part 
of Her Majesty’s government. He 
quotes Mr. Olney aa saying, “ that dis­
tance and 3,000 miles of intervening 
ocean make any political anion between 
a European and an American state 
unnatural and inexpedient will hardly 
be denied,” and adds that “the 
necessary meaning of these words is 
that the anion between Great Britain 
and Canada between Great Britain 
and Jamaica and Trinidad, between 
Great Britain and British Honduras or 
British Guiana are inexpedient and 
unnatural. ” “ President Monroe, ’’ says 
His Lordship, “ disclaims any such in 
terference from his doctrine, but in this 
as in other respects Mr Olney develops 
it. ” “ He lays down, ” says I ord
Salisbury, *« that the inexpedient and 
unnatural character of the union be­
tween a European and an American 
state is so obvious that it will hardly 
be denied- ” Her majesty’s government 
are prepared emphatically to deny it 
on behalf of both the British and 
American people, who are subject to her 
crown. They maintain that the union 
between Great Britain and her territories 
in the western hemisphere is both 
natural and expedient, bnt they are not 
prepared to admit that the recognition 
of that expediency ts clothed with the 
sanction which belongs to the adoption 
of international law. They are not pre 
pared to admit that the interests of 
the United States are necessarily con 
cerned in every frontier dispute which 
may arise between any two o fthe states 
who possess dominion in the western 
hemisphere, and still less can they ac­
cept the doctrine that the United 
States are entitled to claim that the pro­
cess of arbitration shall be applied to 
auy demand for the surrender of terri­
tory which one of those states may 
make against another. ” Lord Salis 
bury concludes with the state 
ment that her majesty’s government 
have not aorrendpred the hope that the 
controversy between themselves and 
Venezuela will be adjusted by reason 
able arrangements at an early date 
The eecond note of November 26th is 
wholly devoted to a discussion of the 
boundary dispute, exvljisive of Us rela 
tion to the Munroe doctrine. This des 
patch, however, sonnda the keynote 
Great Britain’s position with reference to 
Mr. Oiney’s representations. Lord Salis 
bury states that Great Britaiu has repeat­
edly expressed its readiness to submit to 
arbitration the conflicted claims of 
Great Britain to the territory of great 
mineral value, and follows this state 
ment with these important words 
“ But t^ey (the British government) 

hot consentTo^e^ ertain 
mit to the arbitration's]

tions wtii be forwarded to the authorities 
to maintain the interests of Great Britain 
in Guiana. A number of politicians at the 
varions conservative clubs maintained that 
the diplomats, acting under the instruc­
tions of Lord Salisbury, had sounded the 
European powers duriug last autumn anp 
prior to the despatch of Great Britain’s 
reply to Secretary Olney’s note, with the 
result that the diplomats stated that all of 
the powers having interest in America 
agreed with Lord Salisbury that the Muc- 
roe doctrine, as stated by Mr. Olney, did 
not possess any international authority. 
Despite their publication of leaders assum­
ing that Cleveland’s message is merely an 
election move, most of the Loudon news­
papers print articles eumming up the war
--------- -« au. TT-n-s o. . The St
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followed on the same day by another 
note discussing tbe boundary dispute. 
At tbe outset Lord Salisbury states that 
so far as he is aware the Monroe doc­
trine ba« never been before advanced 
on behalf of the United States in any 
written communication addressed to the 
government of another nation. He 
gives what he believes is the British 
interpretation of the doctrine, and 
maintains that the dangers which were 
apprehended by President Monroe have 
no relation to the state of things in 
which we live at the present day, and 
adds, w|th thinly covered irony, that 
“it is intelligble that Mr. Olney should 
invoke the defence of views which enjoy 
so high a popularity with his own fellow 
countrymen.” The dispute between 
Great Britain Venezuela, avers Lord 
Salisbury, is a controversy with which 
the United States have no apparent 
pratical concern. Continuing in short 
pithy sentences, he saye it is difficult, 
indeed, to see how the question in con­
troversy can materially affect any state 
or community outside those primarily 
interested ; that the disputed frontier of

or a foreign jurist^ however eminent, 
claims based 'on the extravagant pre­
tensions of Spanish officials in the last 
century, involving the transfer of large 
numbers of British subjects who for 
many years enjoyed the settled rale of 
the British Qolony, to a nation of differ 
eat race and language, whose political 
system is subject to frequent disturb 
ance, and whose institutions as yet too 
often offer very inadequate protection 
to life and property» No issue of this 
description has ever been involved in 
the questions which Great Britain aud 
the United States have consented to 
submit to arbitration, and ber Msjest’ys 
government are eonvinqed that in simi 
lar ci cumstances the government of 
the United States would be equally 
firm in declining to entertain proposals 
of such a nature.”

Washington advices qf the l§th, say 
that several senators were thoroughly 
in earnest about the President's message 
and proposed to back him up in the 
most substantial manner. There were 
numerous conferences of senators, and 
there appeared to be unanimity among 
the senators that aq appropriation 
should be speedily made that would 
enable the administration to equip an 
army if it was necessary to call one in­
to the field. With this idea in view, 
Chandler (rep.), N. H., introduced a 
bill authorizing the president to 
strengthen the military armament by 
adding there*', equipped for use, 1,000,- 
000 infantry rifles, 1,000 guns for field 
artillery, and not exceeding 5,000 heavy 
guns for fortification?, to be procured 
by manufacture in the arsenals, or by 
contract for m»nqfactqre, or by direct 
purchase, in (jhis country or elsewhere 
according to the discretion of the 
president, Tbe sum of ÿ! 00,000,000 is 
appropriated to carry into effect the 
provisions of the bill. Hitt (rep. Ills.) 
introduced in the house a bill appropri­
ating $100,000 for yayment of expenses 
of a commission to examine into the 
boundary between Venezuela and Brit­
ish Guiana. * Behteltb (rep, Me.) 
suggested a reference to a committee, 
but made no objecrion to immediate 
consideration. Hitt supported the bill 
in a brief speech, as did also Crisp 
(dem Ga. ) At the conclusion of 
Crisp’s speech, the previous question 
was ordered by unanimous vote amid 
applause ànd the hill passed without a 
dissenting voice.

James Gazette publishes a list of British 
warships now in American waters togeth­
er with their dimensions, etc., followed by 
a list, of vessels composing the United 
States navy, giving their capacily, etc. 
The Westminster Gazette has an article 
allowing the numerical strength of the 
United States army and the strength, 
character and location of the country’s de­
fences. The Pall Mall Gazette presents a 
map of the disputed frontiers, accompani­
ed by an article thereon. While after­
noon papers generally follow the lead of 
the morning papers, their language is 
coarser and their insinuations broader. 
This is what the London Times has, 
among other things, to say on the matter : 
“ It is impossible to disguise the gravities 
of the difficulty that have arisen between 
this country aud the United States. The 
message that President Cleveland trans­
mitted to Congress and the reception it 
met from both aides in the senate give ad­
ditional importance to the despatches that 
have passed between the state department 
at Washington and the foreign office. 
The details of the boundary dispute with 
Venezuela are insignificant in comparison 
with the far-reaching claim put forward in 
Mr. Olney’s despatch and emphasized in 
Mr. Cleveland's meesage. Convinced as 
we are that a rupburè between the two 
great English speaking communities would 
be a calamity, not only to themselves, but 
to the civilized world, we are nevertheless 
driven to the conclusion that the conces­
sions that this country is imperiously 
summoned to make are such as no self- 
respecting nation, and least of all, one 
ruling an empire that has roots in every 
quarter of the globe, could possibly sub­
mit to. We can hardly believe that the 
course threatened by Mr. Cleveland will 
be seriously adopted by the American 
government, but if so it will be incumbent 
upon us to protect our imperial interests 
and stand up for our rights under inter­
national law. Lord Salisbury expresses 
his full concurrence with the view that the 
disturbance of territory in the western 
hemisphere by fresh acquisition on the 
part of European states is highly inexpe­
dient, but the recognition of this inexpe­
diency does not cover the preposterous Se­
ductions from the Mnpros doctrine which 
Oiney’s despatch puts forward and Mr. 
Cleveland makes the basis of the moat as­
tounding proposal that perhaps has ever 
been advanced by any government in time 
of peace since the days of Napoleon. No 
commission appointed by a power which is 
oot a party to the dispute wilj be recog­
nized by us as having title of any sorb to 
pronounce upon controverted questions of 
the boundary between the British empire 
and Venezuela. We are bound to resist 
the claims which the Munroe doctrine has 
for the first time been extended to cover 
and to which Mr. Olney has added com­
ments and inference against which an em­
phatic protest must be made. The Ameri­
can traditions will not be strengthened by 
Mr. Olney’s claim of moral superiority or 
the ground that self-government is on’y 
enjoyed by republics. These unnecessary 
aggressive assertions seem to point to the 
possibility that this sudden movement on 
the part of the U. S. has more to do with 
party politics than with diplqmaqy. The 
sober common sense of the American peo­
ple, we shouldjhope, will condemn the at­
tempt to pick a quarrel with a friendly 
power. In any case we must stand firmly 
and calmly upon our rights as an inde­
pendent state, and if necessary take praoti- { 
cal measures to assert them. Professor |

STARTLING
BARGAINS.

Ladies’ Ulsters
At half to one-third 
of the regular price.

LOT I.—15 good heavy Ulsters, with and 
without Capes, marked $4.00, 
$4.50 and $5.50, you can have 
them for less than the cloth alone 
is worth, $2.50 each.

$2.50each
$4.90 each

' / ■ r

These are two of the Greatest 
Bargains ever offered 

the public.

LOT 2.—25 heavy Cloth Ulsters, marked) 
from $8.50 to $16.00, you can 
have your choice of the lot for) 
less than the making and trim­
ming would cost, viz., $4 90.

measures to assert uuem. jrroicssor __ _ . —in- Twe-FaeU
been inoorreotly reported on the Venezulan 1
question. He says : dissent from every
statement of history or lay contained in 
the president’s message. All proceeding 
in the matter are unjustifiable. The sug­
gestions of the message seem to me undip 
lomatic ant) misobievous There wi'l be 
sober second thoughts to this matter. War 
with England would be grave business for 
our sous and our property. If we are 
only playing with a notion for war, leaving 
ourselves secure, we shall not cut a good 
figure in our own eyes when we come 
to realize how we are acting. Let us wait 
for second thought#? It is possible it may 
)rove a boomerang in political effects.” 
Prof. John Basset Moore, of Columbia col 

lege, who was assistant secretary of state 
under James G. Blaine and who is an auth­
ority on international law, said that he be­
lieved that England’s position in regard to 
the boundary of Venezuela was the right 
one. England, he said, seized the terri­
tory in dispute under the right by which 
unoccupied land may be claimed, and made 
it valuable. There is an unclaimed strip 
of land on the other side of Venezuela iq 
every respect as valuable as that in dispute 
England, be said, has' twice established a 
boundary line and in every way attempted 
to act fairly, He declares the sentiment 
aroused in America is an almost insane 
one. Our naval men, he stated, all agree 
that we are in no position to cope with 
England upon the waters. Why Amer­
icans should forsake an alliance with the. 
Anglo-Saxons, her own kindred^ and take 
up wjtb tqoqe of Spanish decent, seems to 
him incomprehensible. The South Am­
erican republics are continually changing 
their position, and if the United States 
intends to become their champion it will 
keep the country involved in diplomatic 
controversy with European çoqntriea,' 
The New York Herald’s London correspon­
dent cabled as follows on the 19th : “lam 
in a position to send you the following as 
embodying the views of the British Govern­
ment at the present moment with regard 
to the situation in Venezuela. The En­
glish government is of the opinion that in i 
matters under consideration it would be | 
usual to make previous unofficial overtures 
to ascertain the British government’s view

SOI
Nor iron tars a cap.”

A mere aggregation of merchan­
dise does not necessarily ,make a 
stock from which one cân pleas­
antly, profitably and sat.isfActor- 
ily supply one’s wants. To meet 
these requirements there muet 
be behind the mass brains, judg­
ment, courage, discretion, taste, 
experience, and last—not least— 
a well equipped Furniture Fac­
tory, in which to make cheaply 
the goods tbe public want. All 
these we have, and the result is 
that every department is replete 
with irreeistable inducements.

rim & Co., ill
Who sell at Selling Prices

And i 
Inference.

FACT i.
Our sales increasing. 

FACT 2.
New customers com­
ing in every day or 
two.

The legitimate inference is 
that our FURNITURE is 
the Best, our values the 
Highest.

It & Co., ltd.
Who sell at Selling Prices.

Kwmin.

msimiunm
upon the situation before any proposal of I . _ __ _
any kind were officially formulated or pre- VliriStllUlS 1111(1 ]\Ï6W \ OftT
sen ted. Instead of this the unusual course 
was adopted by Mr. Olney, whose ability, 
however, is ungrudgingly admitted, of de­
livering a long lecture to the Brftçh 
government, although he necessarily was

Holidays.

TTtXCURSION RETURN TICKETS at

Needless to say, Pteaident Cleveland’s 
message, created no small surprise in Lon­
don. But matters, generally moved along 
in their ordinary way. The Marquis of 
Salisbury held hie usual Weinesday recep­
tion at the foreign office. The French, 
German? Italian and ambassadors,
and Austrian and fiutoh otiarge "d’affaires 
were present. United States Ambassador 
Bayard was absent. It is understood that 
the British government had not been in­
formed officially of President Cleveland’s 
message in regard to the proposed oom- 
misslqo fn connection wit?b the Venezuela 
boundary dispute, and great Britain will 
follow the usual diplomatic course until 
overt action is taken by the United States. 
The action of the house of representatives 
in voting an appropriation for the ex­
penses of the commission may hasten the 
crisis. It is noc expected there will be 
serious developments until the commission 
shal| haye arrived at Venezuela. ’ ‘Theiï 
presence on the Guiana border will conati.

goveruiiieuu, ajunougu ne ntvwoariiy was \ r^. t-,. . n. . _ ... .
at the t|me without lull knowledge of the ^a®8 9ingla Fare will be is
English oase, being in possession of only n aD<* ^rom- stations from the
the Venezuela side of the question. Such ! Pec®™ber, 1895, to 1st January, 
a “ bolt from the blue ” could only evoke a j 1896’ b,oth mctosive, good for return np 
logical argumentajtive reply which, al- ' 
though courteous ha tone, naturally em-

Venfzuela has nothing to do with any ^ute a grave menace. Neoeseary tnstruc*

bodied the oppossing English views. It 
frankly recognised that the Uniee<I States 
government, ha'viog once started on the 
unusual course indicated wifi find it extrem. 
ejy difficult to remodel ita attitude now 
that the details have been made public and 
bearing in mind the elements the Washing­
ton government has to consider. There is 
however, a strong official, conviction that 
when the matter is fully considered by the 
American public and when the present 
burst of excitement has somewhat subsid­
ed, the common eenae of. the nation will 
realise that the true interests of the Am­
erican people are hardly affected at all. 
If America wants to quarrel with England, 
it is contended, she surely will find a better 
excuse. Finally, if America seriously in­
tends to give us so elastic an interpretatic.q 
of the Munrqe doctrlqe, she must be pre. 
pared to accept- the responsibility for the 
orderly condiiot of the various independent 
South American states which endeavour 
from time to time to shield themselves 
behind her mighty influence. Hence the 
English government takes a calm, dispas­
sionate view of the situation. I may say 
that the publication of the co^respo^den^ 
that has passed batw^eh Lord Salisbury 
and the y. S. government was decided 
upon quite suddenly and unexpectedly at a 
certain hour on Tuesday.”

! to and on the 7th January, 1896. 
Tickets are no( good for going j iurney 
after 1st January, 1896-
a. McDonald, d. pottinger,

Superintendent, Gen Man Gov Rys 
Railway Office, Ch’town, Dec. 10, 1895 

Dec. 11,-3i.

Imperial Life
ASSURANCE COMPANY.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that an application will be made to 
the Parliament of Canada at its next 
Session, for an Act to Incorporate 
“ The Imperial Life Assurance Com­
pany of Canada,” for the purpose of 
doing a general Life Insurance Busi­
ness.

F. H. CHRYSLER 
For Applicants. 

Ottawa, Dec. n, 1895.
dee. 9'

Grateful—Comforting.

Epps’s Cocoa
BREAKFAST—SUPPER.

“•By a thorough' knowledge of the 
natural laws which govern the operations 
of digestion and nutrition, and by a care­
ful application of the ffine properties of 
well-selected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provid­
ed for our breakfast and supper a delicately 
flavored beverage which may save us many 
doctors' bills. It is by the judicious use 
of such articles of diet that a constitution 
may be gradually built up until strong 
enough to resist every tendency to disease. 
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating 
around us ready to attack wherever there 
is a weak point. We may escape many a 
fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well forti­
fied with pure blood and a properly 
nourished frame.”— Civil Service Gazette. • 

Made simply with boiling water or milk. 
Sold only in packets by Grocers, labelled 
thns :
JAMES EifrPS & Co., Ltd., Homceopathio 

Chemists, London, England.

Vhd undersigned having been appoint­
ed sole selling Agents in the Province 
of Prince Ed ward Island for the above 
Company’s mines in Cape Breton, 
are now prepared to issue 
eiders for Round, Slack and Run of 
Mines, and will keep a stock of each 
kind of Coal on hand to supply custom­
ers at lowest prices.

PEAKE BROS. 4 CO., 

Ch’town, MaySO—tf

FARMERS.—-Please note that Jas. Paten & Co. bought a big lot of Bank­
rupt Clothing, and will offer the same at Low Prices for Cash, beginning Jan­
uary the 2nd. Everything got to go. Sale strictly cash,

JAS. PATON & CO.
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