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ELEVATOR COMMISSION

MEETS A’

Partrldge == Farmers

Object to Any But Government Ownership-=Grain

Growers Will Prepare Statement of Cue for
Commission--Partridge Gives Very lnterestiqg
Evidence -=- Elevator [lan Says Storage Aioua

Won't Pay,

Moose Jaw, May 18.—-The elevator
commission appointed by the provinc-
ial government to enquire into the
clevator problems OE Saskatchewan,
opened ‘its three days’‘session in the
yY.M.C.A. building here this morning.
The ensuiry opemed at ten o'clQek §!
this morning, : but the ' session was
purely formal, being mainly occupied
in discussing and preparing plans for
future meetings. .

budget for their benefit, such budget
to contain estimates of the scheme
proposed by the grain growers so far
as they are able to. compile with
them.

Mr. Partridge stood out as opposed

owned system. :Nothing in the ‘na-

suitable; the whole system of private
ownership Wwag undesirable he said.
Government supervision did mot meet
with faver nor did the suggestion of

Members of the executive of theigovernment eo-operation.

Saskatchewan Grain - Growers’ Asso-

ciation, gathering their views as to the:
scope of the énguiry, and mapping out
future plans, the elevator commission
got down to serious business this af-
ternoon. Considkrable interesting
evidence was gathered from the four
farmer witnesses ‘heard. While some

indefiniteness of opinion was express-
ed in reply’ to guestions put by the
commission, there was perfect unan-
imity of oplmon in condemnation of
the present system .of private owned
elevators and the need for a better
system to take its place.

The ‘witnesses were equally defin-
ite in condemnation of any system of
monopoly in shipping, whether at the
hands of the government or private
companies. Thus, as one witness hu-
morously put it, “When the Grits are
in power thé Tories can use loading|®
platforms, and when' the Tories. are
in the control, why the Grits can ‘use
the shovel.” The recognied value of
a government system of elevators was
the making possible:of’ an_ideal sam-
pling market. ~Suchd market wowld
put different classes of buyers in comi-
petition with each other for different
qualities of grades. Not alone was
there need for the remedy of abuses
due to private ownership.of storage
facilities, but as one witness put it,
the esablishment of a public ned
system would be the thin edge of the
wedge of public ownership. and oper-
ationr of transportation . facilities and
the creation of a system of internal
storage ‘operated under an independ-
ent commission.

Would Retain Farmers’ Elevators.

S. K. Rathwell, one of the witnesses
heard, who is at present interested in
several farmers’ elevators, was not in-
tavor of abolishing farmers’ elevators
in existence with the introduction of
a government system.

H. Doerrell, president of the Moose
Jaw Agricultural Association, advocat-
ed government operated elevators, but
stood out strongly for ceriain control
over the local operator by patrons of
1’he system.

Asked by the chairman what he
would suggest to ensure the financial
success of sueh a ‘system, he proposed
to ask for a guarantee of support from
local grain growers and also to Te-
ward their patronage by fixing the
rate of storage at the lowest point
compatible with supplying revenue fo?
successful operation.

Today’s meeting was the first ' of
a long ‘series ,two more of which will
be held in Moose Jaw and the balance
at various important shipping points
throughout the province.

The Grain Growers’ Association Is
preparing a memorandum of  their
views which will be submitted at a
later date. The members of the com-
mission are Professor McGill, of Dal-
housie University; George Langley,
M.L.A., and F.-W. Green, secretary of
the Saskatchewan Grain Growers’ As-
sociation. ‘ ‘

Moose Jaw, May 19.—At today’s
session of the elevator commission
enquiry, thé most interesting feature
was a long discussion between Mr.
Partridge, a member of the executive
of the Saskatchewan Grain Growers’
Association, and Prof. MeGill, chair-
man of the commission. Mr. Part-
ridge is nothing if not an idealist in
regard to'elevator ownership and ship-
ping facilities, and ‘he gave voice to
opinions which the professor termed
socialistic, although he resented - the
implication -as Socialism is accepted
in a popular 'éenge. On the other
hand ‘the chairmaii ¢onducted the dis-
cussion in a most impartial and un-
predudiced manner, although’ his di-
rect questions would perhaps prove
rather disconcerting!to a man possess-
ed of the same ideas but less familiar
with the subject than Mr, Partridge.
Mr. Partridge was 5ble f{o give much

slon and promised fo furnish a draft'the articulate and intelligent peonfe ~

The Flnancial Side.

A long discussion on the ﬂnancm
gide of the question foﬂowed. Mr.
Partridge deplored what he termed
the “rampant commetclallsm of gov-
ernments today again whiefs he said
there was forming a revulsion of feel-
ing. He admited that the governmént
could not be expected to operate a sys-
tem o felevators at a loss, and he con-
sidered a small logs likely for a time
unless they could realize there was 2
secondary good in operation which far
outweighed a small pecuniary deficit.
Phe general trend of opitilon, he held,
was turning in that dixectlon. People
were realizing the good’ of the move:
ment and the articulate portion of the

votes. ~As the gemeral intelligenice of
the country was raised, so wounld their
supPort increase jas the articulate

ity expressed themselves, 80 would
follow the more ignorant. ‘Finally, Mr
Partridge agreed on behalf -of his ex-
ecutive to supply -ahe commission
| with-figur :

was promised help in the nature of
clerieal assistance on autherity from
the commission if necessary.

4

Quertions and Answers.

Some interesting passes occurred
between - Professor McGill and Mr:
Partridge. Discussing the evils  of
private ownership, Prof, McGill said:
“Then in your opinion the whole sys-
tem of private ownership is Wrong‘”'

Mr Partridge — “Well, the whole
system is undesirable and I am op-
pesed to it and would suport a gov-

lernment ownership ‘system. Govern-

ment regulation has been ‘proved in
many instances to be abortive and
mere supervigion is inetrective, what
we need is the prestige of the gov-
ernment and not merely monetary as-
gistance.” :

Prof. McGill—“Then you think mere
financial aid may lead to danger?”

Mr.. Partridge -~ “There would be

in state-aided co-operation ‘because

lack of prestige.

munity?” -

cause the number of smaller systems
that have been lamentable failures.” |
Prof. McGill—“The making of prof-
its is a seconddry consideration?”
Mr. Partridge—"That is so.”
Governments and Social ldeals.

then would be social, moral and ethic-
al as well as finaneial.  Youm expect
the government to take thm1nto con-
gideration?”

* Mr. Partridge—"Yes. We think the
government is for the benefit-of the
governed.”

Prof. McGill-— Suppose the Govern-
ment built a modern elevator and gave
évery facility needed, would a charge
of 2 cents be justified?”

Mr. . Partridge—*Yes. 'It. is mnot ‘80
much a questlon of giving us “cheap
storage as it is to secure a mornlly
right system.”

Prof.  McGill—“And" then the state
would be charged to cover the cost?™

Mr. Partridge—"Yes.”

Prof. - MeGill — “Have you 2any
grounds for believing ‘that up to now
any Goverrment in the country has|

view?”
Mr. Partridge—“Individual /members
e and I believe there is a revulsion
h?‘ feeling against rampant mmmeﬂ-
calism.”
Prof. McGill—*“Would yod epect a
commission of the government to op- {26
erate a sysfem of elentors?,“ e

strong enough.”
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