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to i, more equitable division of the world’s 
wealth anion* all who aUj l>.v hand or brain m 
ils produit i on ; for the building up on this hall 
of III,. All mi nil! continent u nation great m 
numbers ami in material strength, hut greater 
still in its pursuit of the tlimit-- »l‘ tin- .-spirit- ul 

and right eousness :m«l unselfishness and 
the eliaritv that suffers lone mid is kind-

That Mr. Lyon and the "( dobe" may long 
< *, j 11 tiii lie to give expression to the obivc senti»

Ille 1 its is 011 1 ' 11 lost mini es| wi S li.

M < IN TR LAI,’ S NEED OF A (GENERAL

MANAGER.

Wit 1li 11 III’ vi vie el eat inn s , Mil V :ii few months

: i w : i y. M Oil t I'm del' s should gi Vi- SU rions heed to

t lie a, 1 visai. ili! y < d changing tlivir presenl Infill

, >1 go VIT mu «■ut . Tlie recent < l isii spa ne b fell k-

1 low II ni lip, ' Will er system s huUlil he an object

les-,ill tl> ll ie elr, •Ini's of the ci t v. This is bill

, in a | >:ir wi t II 1 In ■ in terual in; i ii*L D(i| n vi it i > t ;i tt;ii rs

:,t 1 lie Ci ty Hall : t ml we mm not i-s }M‘<*t any t hing

1 ici t it in i t il w, ■ ii ,1 , nil-selves of III <■ old form of

govern III! •ul w i 11i all its ('.lit aiigli'iueii ts am 1 the

i no • in t H’t < -ul nil I cl; i Is win i li a vi - grow n up under 11

govern nient mi>it thoroughly established in ( aim-
H, So far as we know. West in < unit is t he only 
(.jly jo the I > uni ini on which has appointed a 
11 us i ness Ma nager to administer ils ali airs. '1 he 
goo, I pm I lie of Montreal ’s aristocrat ie siihiirh 
decided that the affairs of their e*ty should be 
pill upon a business ha sis. 1 hey elected a 
limy or and several aldermen with the under­
standing that they would si in ply net as a board 
,,f ,|ire,-tors. 1 heir eliief <1 lilies I icing of un advisory 
n :il 11 ie. 'The actual management of the city s. 
affairs Were placed in the hands ,,l a business. 
Manager who devotes his whole t ime, energy and 
I I,'in i ght to lli c ad i nil i ist ration ol tlie city s
I, finie. lie is advised by and consults with the
1.. :1ynr and aldermen in exactly the same wav 
as the ordinary business manager consults his 
board , if < lirectoi's.

The ('onmlissimi form of government \aiying 
s, no, -what III limiters of detail has been pniv- 
I j| ni a large number ul America n 'iiios with 
., great deal of success. The example of ( i»l- 
vesU.n emerging from ib inn ml alion and adopting
11.. . Commission form <>( g, > ver mi l on t was so 
successful that today there a re some three 
hundred towns and cities in different pails ol 
the < - on nlry \x it 11 this form of govern ment. Mure 
recently Itayt on lias adapted die < iceman met hod 
of going elsewhere to seek its mayor nr chief 
oflieiiil and lias liven advertising far a C,'lierai 
Manager. In other words. Dayton is adopting
111.. West moil nl idea and lias been seeking a 
properly i|Xialilie<l authority oil civic matters to 
a,.( as its < leurrai Ma nager.

These ex périment s in civic betterment, although
11.. . ( onmiissimi form of government is now

beyond the experimental stage, all tend in the 
one direction, which is away from the old ward 
system of politics with its wire pulling, boss rule 
and other objectionable features. Montreal, per­
haps more t ban any city on the continent, needs 
some such system." The whole management of 
our civic affairs is characterized by incompetency, 
mismanagement and graft. 1 he onl\ tlangei is 
that Montreal business men will become so 
engrossed with their own affairs that the recent
lessons will he forgot ten, ami. when t lit" oppor­
tunity arises to secure better men for the city 
council, those who should interest themselves in 
municipal matters will simply shrug their shoul­
ders and say that they have not time. Unless 
good men take up the responsibility of civic 
affairs, they can not blame bad men tor taking 
advantage of their indifference.

OUR ANNUAL ASH HEAP.
\\',. trust that among the many New \ ear 

resolutions which our readers doubtless made 
was one to assist in lessening the nation's fire 
loss. ( 'arcfully compiled estimates show that 
during t lie year which has,just closed the J ni ted 
States anil Canada burned up almost 8225,0011,000 
„f',-rented wealth or. to be exact, 8224,7 23.000.
( ’a„a,la alone burned up 821),310,1)00 worth of 
property or over $2,000.001) a month, over 
$000.000 a week ami about $170.000 :t day. 
When we stop and think that the entire value 
of new buildings erected in any given year in 
('anada, is in the neighborhood of * 1 Jo,000.000. 
it conies somewhat of n shock to know that we 
bum up 20', of their value each year.

The United States burns up property to t he 
value of its national debt every five years, while 
we pile up an ash heap equal to our national 
,|,.|,l viic-l, eleven years. The United States each 
year wastes one-filth of its cotton crop, a sum 
more than twice as great as its entire yearly 
gold production and four times as great ns its
entire silver production.

lien it is remembered that the per capita 
lire loss ill < 'anada and the United States is
S2..M. while t hilt of most count lies of Uurope is 
in the neighborhood of 2(1 rents we at once are 
confronted with the uadis put able bid that there 
is something radically wrong with our system. 
Between lax hui filing law s, faulty const ruction, 
carelessness with matches and other reasons, we 
pay an eshorhitant toll t hrotigh t hr destruction 
of property.

Wo are a young nation forced to go to t ire at 
Britain and t he" other money markets of the 
world for nil the money we need. It seems the. 
worst kind of extravagance for us to carelessly 
destroy so much property each year. Ibis 
wastefulness does not improve our credit, nor 
does it add to our wealth. The property thus 
destroyed can never he replaced. 1 lie heavy 
toff, which tin- insurance companies arc' forced


