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THE PROHIBITION VOTE
Our directors have asked me to make 

as clear as possible hpw the ballots have 
to be marked on July 21. The name 
“Liquor Act” may lead to mistakes 
The "Liquor Act” is the name of the 
Prohibition Bill. To vote for the "Liquor 
Act” is to vote for Prohibition; to vote 
ugaiiist the “Liquor Act” is to vote against 
Prohibition. On this page is a facsimile 
of the actual ballot paper, showing you 
exactly how to mark your vote, making 
an X in the square opposite YES. Re­
member, to vote "vex’ is to vote “dry.”

JAMES SPEARMAN

CROP REPORTING BY UNIONS
At our recent board meeting the ques­

tion of crop reports was discussed and 
our directors asked me to place before oür 
members some explanations of this matter. 
For years we have been discussing this 
thing, trying to find out the best way of 
doing it, and both Provincial and Domin­
ion Governments have instituted systems 
of crop reports, which in practice have 
been pretty largely systems of guessing 
Men have been called upon, without pay, 
to fill in detailed reports, which they 
could not fill in accurately, without
travelling for a number of days every

allotmonth over the crop district allotted to 
them. In consequence they have mostly 
contented themselves with as near a
guess as their general knowledge would 
enable them to make. But such guesses 
are never very accurate, and very often 
they are too favorable. We are naturally 
optimistic in the West and men don’t like 
to give an unfavorable report of their 
own locality. But it is of great import­
ance that our reports should be as exact 
as possible. The crop reports affect the 
market prices. Reports of damage to 
crops drive up tne pricesj favorable 
reports press down the pnoee. Grain
speculators have' their own arrangements 
for getting information. They can play 
themarket up and down by false reports.tne giarxet up ana aown oy mise reports. 
ICTs greatly to our interest to furnish 
accurate reports, even if it causes con­
siderable work. Our unions appear to 
be the best organization in existence for 
furnishing such reports, and we hope the 
unions will give a fair trial to the new 
plan thru The Guide. The objection is 
•«eing raised that it is too much work for 
a union. Now many unions don’t meet 
often, because they say there is no 
interesting work for them to do when they 
do meet. Well, here is a piece, of really 
serious and important work to do. Could 
not the secretary, with the help of the 
directors and the members present at the 
monthly meeting, fill in the crop report 
better than anyone else in the landi’ 
Objections have been raised that a numlier 
of the questions are unpractical and use­
less. A report form like this to lie used 
thru three provinces must of course have 
some questions interesting in some local­
ities and useless in others. Just answer 
such questions as you can rightly answer 
and leave the others blank. No answer 
is better than a wrong answer I hope 
all our unions will do their beet to make 
these crop reports a success

JAMES SPEARMAN.

U.F.A. AND ELEVATOR COMPANY 
One of the most interesting and pleasant 

happenings at our directors’ meeting on 
June 18 was a joint meeting of the 
Elevator and U P A. boards, to discuss 
matters interesting to both organizations 
and to promote the success of the arra 
ment made eoflM time agu whereby 
Elevator Company was made buying and 
■filing agent for our local unions, lue 
meeting was a very friendly one, many 
questions were asked and discussed and 
tne prospects for friendly and successful 
co-operation seem very good The otuy 
complaint suggested was that so far only 
a small business had been done, but 
when we consider that the agreementu. 
only about two months old and that these 
two months fell mostly withm seed time, 
1 can see no reason for discouragement 
1 want to urge our urueas-to take more 
advantage of the arrangement wrth the
Elevator Company. Many of the unions 
who are already doing co-operative ■*»- 
oess have their direct sources of_supply

THE GRAIN GROWERS’ GUIDE

Alberta
Tfcls Sect lea ef The tielie le eeeânetet eflelelly far the UaltaB Farmer* af Alberts by 

P. P. Weadhrliee. teeratary. Calfary. Albert a. te wheat all eeameal. 
cal lea* far Ihle pate ehaalt he seat.

(1046) 13

and think tliat they can do just as well 
direct as thru the Elevator Company. 
But it is clear that if by our steady 
support and by combining our purchases 
thru the Elevator Company, wo euuhlc 
the comnaiiy to do a large buying busi­
ness and to exert a large and reliable 
buying power, they will gradually liecome 
able to do considerably better for us 
than any union or little group of unions 
could do direct. I,et us then give the 
Elevator Company a fair chance for all 
our business, asking for their quotations 
for every article that we want to buy. 
patiently investigating any differences ami 
difficulties tliat may arise, always with 
the steady aim to build up ultimately 
a large business of our own, by thus 
uniting the business of all our unions in 
one buying centre. Many of our unions 
arc not doing any co-operative business. 
A careful study of the work of our unions 
shows that co-operative trading has I wen 
the chief means of making unions success­
ful Now what nearly 200 unions arc 
already doing successfully most of the 
Other unions could do just as well, if they 
would seriously try, and our arrangement 
with the Elevator Company provides a 
wholesale buying agency for every union 
that wants to get supplies. Please get 
together and get busy We will help 
from the Central office in every way 
that we can.

JAMES SPEARMAN

MEDICINE HAT DISTRICT
The local unions in the vicinity of 

Medicine Hat arc getting down to business 
in good style. Most of these unions have 
been organized within the last six months

the earlier grain is beginning to head out. 
They have had plenty of rain to last for 
a time. If the grain^lurus out as the 
cro|>s promise at present, the members 
of this union will Ixi doing much co­
operative buying this fall.

A PAYING PROPOSITION
J. H. Dixon, secretary-treasurer of 

Dalemcad I-oval Union, No. 4(11, reports 
a membership of lifty-ono on their I looks, 
of whom forty-three are paid un to date. 
He estimates' that the union has saved 
approximately $000 on co-o|wrative pur­
chasing in the last six months. This is 
fairly good interest on $1.00 membership 
fro. It works out at about 2600 per cent. 
Yet some people ate still wondering 
whether co-operation will do all that is 
claimed for it.

REDUCING COST 
H. T, Wilson, secretary Dunmore 

Union, No. 724, sends in further member­
ship dues, bringing the total for y his union 
up to sixty paid up members. The union 
lias only iwwii organised a matter of two 
months and started with ten mendiera. 
The secretary reports that the cost of 
flour and food has I wen reduced by one- 
Seventh and a carload of binder twine 
lias been secured at $8.01 tier hundred. 
He refers to a trouble found in very many 
unions, namely, lack of attendance on 
the part of tne mendwre, and another 
difficulty also not uncommon is to get 
the mendiera to think of the interests of 
the union as a body instead of only 
thinking of their own personal interest. 
The advance of education along the lines 
of co-operation will overcome this This
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THE DIRECT LEGISLATION ACT

Submission of a proposed Ad entitled “ The Liquor Ad ” to 
Electors.

DIRECTION OF VOTERS: The Voter .hall indicate his 
vote as follows: j

If he approves of the proposed Ad he shall make a crass 
in the square opposite the word “ Yes.”

If he does not approve of the proposed Ad he shall make 
a cress ia the square opposite the word “ No.”

BALLOT:
QUESTION : Do you approve of the proposed Ad,

THE ACT?”

NO
A meeting consisting of repreeentativ* 
from five of them met recently and made 
all preparation* for a meeting in Medicine 
Hat on August 6 to complete the organiza­
tion of a District Association. Medicine 
Hat was a long time starting, but seems 
determined to make up for lost tune now

IRON SPRING RE-ORGANIZED
The farmers of Iron Spring have re-

T. B. Rane, vice-president; and Ü. T. 
Hobbs, secretary-treasurer We hope to 
hear from this union again in the future.

LOADING PLATFORM
We have just secured from the board 

of grain commissioners a further supply 
of petition forms re the erection and ex­
tension of grain loading platforms Any 
district wishing to take up matters of 
this kind can secure the necessary in­
formation and forms thru this office.

VMUÎ^HEADING OUT
John fronam, secretary of Paneras 

Local Union, No. 761. reports tliat crops 
in this district sre doing well. Home of

union is a very promising one and we 
look to bear more from it in the near 
future.

NO POLITIC* OH RELIGION
Another union in the Medicine Hat 

vicinity is Gros Ventre, No. 721, and the 
secretary reports that at their last meeting 
all officers were present and only one 
member absent. In discussing the
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the last mooting and then waa a good 
attendance of men as well. Gnat prepara­
tions are being made in this district lor 
the united picnic of Men, Carlyle, Alaeek, 
Acadia and University I .ovals, to be held 
at Hibbald on July I.

WANT RURAL MAIL DELIVERY
Another very interesting report has 

come to band from AJsask Local, No. 606, 
the last meeting being held et the residence 
of W. U. Green on June 16, wben.a con­
siderable amount of b usine* wee* trans­
acted. This district is endeavoring to 
secure a free rural mail delivery and has 
a strong committee at work on the 
petition Tenders wen oonaidend for 
the supply of binder twine and arrange­
ments have been made thru the h»ni<« 
for financing the burine*. Discussion 
took place on the matter of good roads, 
tax* and pound law. A picnic ia to be 
held et Mr. Young’s place on July 16. 
It waa decided to hold the next meeting 
of the local at Mr. Anderson's on July 6. 
Three new members wen added during 
the course of the meeting.

' THE DINTRICT CONVENTION*
From the letters and nporta 

to the office there appears to be » 
deal of misyiprclieusion in regard to 
circular No. 7 re calling of district con­
ventions in the new federal constituent!!*. 
One of our unions writ*, for instance, 
that they will have nothing to do with 
the convention because the individual 
memben reserve the right to vote ae 
they plea*. Another writ* that they 
will not send delegates beoeuw they 
believe that the time has not yet come 
for the executive of the U K.A. to go Into 
politics. Htill another writ* that some 
of his members voted against sending 
delegates because they did not believe 
tliat the funds of the Association should 
be uwd for iiolitical purposes. Other 
letters of a similar character could be 
quoted and all of them are bewd apparent­
ly on a misunderstanding of what the 
directors have in view.

The resolution of the executive sets 
forth very clearly first of all why it waa 
accessary to take any action along thaw 
lin* et all. It then etatee very definitely 
tliat the executive has no authority to 
decide on a question of this kind, neither 
lias the Ikmuxi of directors. 'The resolution 
proper then calls on the different unions 
ip appoint delegates in their respective 
constituenci* to mwt together at eueh 
time and place as may be decided by the 
Central office for the purpow of dis­
cussing this question and deciding what 
they want to do for tliepiwlv*.

The Association is not pledged in any 
way by this resolution, except to call 
district conventions when sufficient of 
tlie unions be vs notified us of their desire 
to hold such a convention, each con­
stituency, supposing such a convention 
were called, would lie free to decide whet 
they wanted to do, and having decided 
would commit, not the whole Awodation, 
but.iuerely the district which they re- 
prewnted. The Association cannot be 
committed to radies! change of 
except thru en annual or et 
vention of the entire province.

Consideration of the above remarks 
and the further stiidy of circular No. 7, 
particularly the resolution itself, will,
1 think, throw new light on^thie

tilcirlwri resolution the union pawed a 
motion to the effect “That this local 
union, No. 721, keep discussions on 
politics end religion out.” Mr. Bohmet 
was appointed a delegate to mwt the 
secretary of the Dunmore local and talk 
over the market question. It was also 
decided to purcha* a supply of U.F A. 
buttons.

A UNION PICNIC 
Mere Local Union reports fifty-six fully 

paid up members te date, also tliat con­
ditions are looking very promising in the 
district. Meetings of this union are now 
held on Saturday afternoon and the ladiw 
ere invited; a large number turned up at

in many of our unions. The question le 
e very big one and as has been stated in 
more than one letter, the ultimate de­
cision will probably 

-existons
tion, so that It is well to I 
exactly what it is proposed to do 
making any hasty decision or 
criticism. In fliiniiMiini circti 
is not a question of whether or 
are in favor of an independent^ 
or one of the old line parti*, 
under discussion is the cailin 
convention to diecuw this 
ell unions whether in favor 
tion taking part in any 
or not should hold thei 
to mod delegates, should such 
lie called. It is quite * 
perhaps more so, for the* 
against Web action to be on 
for thaw who ere in favor.


