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Sabbath Eve.
It Y M. E. li.

1 'm gla»l t lie weary week is done,—
Is vanished with the setting sun :
My heart is sick of noisy mirth,
Ui all the vain concerns of earth,—
And joyful is the day that brings 
Such precious healing on its wings.

For then ir.v thought» are free to stray 
Where hallowed Fancy leads the way ,
No longer bound, they gladly soar 
Where dazzling cherubim adore,
And pausing at the gates ot light, 
Entrancing visions greet my sight.

Oh, Sabbath blest! at thy return,
Faith, hope, and joy more brightly burn : 
Life’s weary ones awhile forget 
The snares that all their path beset,— 
lii muting of that happier day,
That earthly toils shall well repay.

While Memory, that faithful friend 
Who loves the pilgrim's steps to tend, 
Invokes, from out the dreary past.
Those Sabbath hours, too bright to last, 
When they, 4he earliest loved and best, 
Enjoyed, with us, the day of rest.

Divided some, by mountain wave,— 
home, sleeping in a nameless grave,— 
And others, worldly grown and cold,
I lie Sabbath charms r.ot as ot old ;
But, precious as in by-gone year?, 
Unchanged by time, each form appear-.

Oh, sacred 'day ! uncheered by thee,
A worthless thing this 1tfe .would be , 
Incrusted with a worldly mould,
Imbued with sordid thirst of gold, 
Devotion's zeal would soon decay.
And purest friendships pass away.

But though to many cares a prey,
The six days slowly glide away ;
More fondly prized, the hour of peace, 
Which brings the spirit sweet release,-f— 
And, loosening chains which bind to eàrth, 
Reminds it of its lottier birth.

Therefore, with joy, I hail again 
The hour that speeds thv gentle reign ; 
Gift by a Father's love bestowed.
Of value time can ne’er urffold ;
Type of existence yet to be,— 
Forerunner of Eternity !

Monasticism ;
ITS RISE AND INTLVKNCK.

nessed the death of tin friend, and buried and was instructed by hi. father in the li t- 
him in a sepulchre scooped out in the sandy man sciences. Then he was sent to study
desert hv two huge lions. at Cesarea in Palestine, where he became

Another of the coadjutors of Antony was tuuainted with Gregory Nazianzen, his 
Paciiomics. He was horn a little later friend and biographer. Leaving
than Antony. He founded the first regular Cesarea in his 12lh year, he went to Con-
mouastery on the island of Tabermal.or the stantinople to prosecute his studies there.— ^lï r^a"rd’’to 7b"'\Veltern church 
isle o! repentance, in the upper part of the Alter some time he returned home and pro- 
Nile. He re he gathered 3,000 monks, and ceeded to Alexandria. But not being satis- 
distrihutcd them three in a cell, and gave lied with the schools in Alexandria, m lus
them rules, which within a single century 17th year he repaired to Athens. Here he
embraced ÛO.OOO monks. met again his old acqiaintance. Gregory

Though Paul and Pachomius aided in Nazianzen, and contracted w ith him a friend- 
establishing monkery in Egypt, yet their ship which lasted til! death. He met here

also lisUn to Bene- At length they decided to break it between , voted by his parents, Basil and Eumelia, to of sepulture. He was regarded as the
' ‘ ' r ’ ° *" 1 ' -• brightest luminary of the Eastern Church,

propose, there- loaf, ana me omer... me unie. s...e, .v .pi.miiuvm.i His epiiaph, written by his dear triend Gft-
iorc, in the first place to consider the spread taming whatever remained in his Hand.— Macrina, who taught him the true faith. At gory Nazianzen. declares :

................................................. — * "1 :........... : 1 A ' 1 » . «"-.-»»•= Via pah...,...l .... ^ u (j JS uorti" were tire—his lilt- the litfhrnirg , rav '

Monasticism in the ll' »r.
1 have now glanced at the spread of mo­

nasticism in the Eastern church, under the 
auspices of its chief founder^. Here it 
spread rapidly, and has undergone lew 
changes down fo fhe present time. Not so

lim­
it spread more slowly, and has been as tickle 
as the changing billows ever since. It tuund 
barriers here at first, but when one- it had 
burst through them, it flowed on like a 
mighty stream, overwhelming every tiling 
in its .-curse, at first comparatively pure, 
then casting tip mire and ilitt, limit tit waves 
of blood.

It is believed that monasticism was first 
introduced into Rome trotn Alexandria, in 
the year of our Lord .341. Athanasius. 
the bishop of Alexandria, ft lend and bio­
grapher of St. Antony, during his compul­
sory sojourn to Rome in that year, took 
with him a number of Egyptian in nk-.— 
'l hese monks made so favorable an impres­
sion on the people, that many iuimediatelv 
adopted their mode of 1 i.■•. Sim-i quentiv 
fhe monastic interest in halv wh. strength­
ened through the influence of lite v. I. brat, d 
Ambrose of Milan. St. Augustin.- !.. un­
converted mi Milan through tin- influence 
Ambrose, afterwards introduced an order oi 

i monks into Northern Africa.
About, 10 y.-ars alter the visit of Athana- 

setis to R ime, Jerome added still more m- 
tensirv to lite monastic S|iirtt. lit: iod.i'-ed 
mam, both male mid female, fo . tiler the 
cloi-U'ts. At length in 3«.» he went to l’a-

I Carthage. And let „..----- --------- — ------- ---------= . ,. ...
diet as he proclaimshis sacred rules of order them, one faking hold ot one side of the fhe Lord. Subsequently ne was sent (to hrtgl
to the western monks. 1 propose, there- loaf, and the other of the other side, each re- Neocesarea,) to reside wtth his grandmother Ills

whatever remained in his Hand— Macrina, who taught him the true faith. At
of monasticism biographically in the lives of During this visit it is said that Antony wit- the age of 7 years be returned to bis parents
its earliest founders : " '

Monasticism in the East,
From lite mildness ot the climate, and 

the contemplative disposition of the people, 
monasticism rose curliest in the Eastern part 
of the Roman Empire.

Antony of Euyi-t is generally regard- 
' ed as its chi: f founder. There were indeed 
a number of hermits before tf.e lime of 
Antony ; hut it remained for him fo throw 
around the monastic life a charm which it 
never before possessed, 

i The life of Anumy ivas written by Atha-
| imsius, bishop of Alexandria, a colemporary jnfluenee ^"as jnferjor (0 that of Antony.— also Julian, afterwards tie apostate emperor
! a sPct"ial triem . Aceotding to t ns i q-bjs father, by 11 steadfastness of purpose" of Rome. These three prosecuted together
j ttuthor he was horn in the year eol A. L>., | anj stren„tj, Qf intellect, rose above his con- the study of pagan pbifosophy—Julian lo
l»f « respectable and wealthy family m the tem ies. IIe PXerted an influence, on ........—- --------------- u------5 cv,
, village of Coma. 1 received a simple and ^ co|m|ries Bs wel, as hi, own. His 
pious education, such as was common m the f„rm tüWere,, in mora| grandeur

hislies, and lived in solitudes. The Hindoo 1 “m”» 
for more than a thousand years, had tu. ! 
to merit salvation by voluntary suffering.
“ Whoever would purify himself from sin, 
and become a saint of high dtgree," say 
the laws of Menu, “ let him seclude himself 
from the world, and gain the favour of tin- 
gods bv lasting, subduing the lusts ot the 
tiesh and mortifying the senses. Let him 
in the beat of summer, kindle five fires 
about him. When it rains, let him bare 
himself 
hardest.

old Coptic families of" that age. Hu conse­
quently enjoyed no literary training, and 
had no taste for such studies. Hut lie had 
an intuitive craving and capacity for divine 

1 thing». In childhood he was a constant at­
tendant at church, and so tenacious was his 

| memory, that the lessohs ol the bible which 
he heard, and read, were indelibly imprint­
ed on his mind, and alterwnids lie could 
wholly dispense with the written word. He 
was indeed a despiser of h ioks. He pro­
tested to a learned pagan, that the healthy 
spirit needed no letters, that hi tiook wa 
creation

high above the pyramids, and was seen from 
alar.

Monasticism soon spread from Egypt into 
Palestine. The establishment of it in this 
latter country was effected chiefly by Hila- 
ttiox.

The life ot Hilarion was written by Jus flocked the studious youth ut Europe

prepare himself to make war against Christ, 
but his two fellow-students to defend hi- 
doctrines.

"At this time Athens, though shorn of her 
ancient splendor, was the centre of arts and 
letters. The most renowned masters of 
various schools, Epicurean, Peripaietic. Pla­
tonic, Academic, and Christian, vied with 
each other in efforts of eloquence. Tliiiiier

and
rome, and contains many tilings too hard for 
modern incredulity. According to his bio­
grapher he was horn in Tubathu, a village 
near Gaza, in the South of Palestine. “Ill-
parents being idolaters, lie was like a r'n-e ceded no letters, that In TiooK was! , .°, , . , , . , , , borne by a thorn hush. lie was sent uy, that tins hook ay open helore him- J’ J 1 his parents to a grammar-school ta Alexan­
dria. Here at a tender age he gave remark­
able evidence of mental power and moral 
worth. He became skilful in the art of

and when lie pleased he could read therein 
the Word of God. He represents the spirit 
of his age by elevating faith above know­
ledge. To one who ridiculed the Christian's 
faith, lie replied, what we know by faith you
seek to prove by argument; and often- .' J , : lay in the meetings ol thetimes you cannot even express what we 1 . .,
behold.

Between his lvtli and liUiii year he lost 
his parents, and on him devolved the care 
of a young sister, and ail the atl'.iirs of his 
family. II

lie

Asia. Full of the monuments of her lor 
mer genius, anil abounding in sc iools oi 
learning, Athens presented great attraction- 
to two such ininits as Basil and Gregory.”

" Hither, then, they came with common 
aims and aspirations. Together they wan­
dered amid the monuments of the past, be­
neath the shadow of the Parthenon, on the 
hanks ol the Ihissus, through the groves of 
Academus, and on the suimy slopes oi Mount

peaking, and gained the love of all. He i llymettus. While here they stu and
believed in the Lord, and all his pleasure 

church. While 
at Alexandria lie heard the lame of Antony 
ami went to see him in the de—-rt. lie was 
captivated, by the example ut Antony, and 
ut the age of liiteen resolved to return to

lestine, accompanied by several monks and 
female devotees who wished to live an asce- 

tii! in i ,jp ]j|e ;n (be Lund, lie proceeded to
and in art: but yet tliej avoided i Bethlehem, where he superintended a mo- 

pagan contamination. “ they sought tlte< uaHt(,rv, Here I 
I'li.-t retreats ot nature, by grove or stream.

admired all that was great anil
nature

or in the ruins of some deserted fine, or m 
the quiet of their chosen study beneath the 
shadow of a Christian church, whose ser-his own land and become a hermit. F or

le nt once dt-po-ed oi ail “= l,ro" ,|,js pUrp0-» he entered the desert near vices tliev duly honored morning, noon and 
perty. He ,ltd eve, reserve any thing , ^ chpeUj lv,.ro tm0o,!,. - -ays , nigh,." '
tor the support ot In-» jut |>.aml 1er biocraplier, 14 Ins body was .-lender and For a period of 10 ye*rs. from tho 17ili

l ‘/l 14 ?cje,'v oi. r,0,,s v,ri5in> t0 . Vl1»uca,Ku. and seemed ineapatde of enduring to ;Ue 27ih year of hid agf, Hasil thus pur-
! Hu then .-vttlfd down near his paterna , hard.-hius or even slight severities ot cold , >ued his studies at Athens. At length he 
mansion in Upper Egypt, and oegan a lilu... __ ’ a ' '7 , / and heat. Hut covering Lis limbs only with grew weary of mere humifci philosonhv, and monastic interest

, ot rigid asceticism. He supported himse sac*kclotlj, a coat of skins which Antony had returned home to Cesarea in Pontus. Short- ! West.

applied himself to study, 
and product 1.i-» Latin version of the H-d\ 
Scriptures. A'-.-r living here ;{.> year- h»* 
<1 iet) in tlie year 422. at the advanced age of 
îiu year*. Thus the stream that was con­
ducted at fir.-t from Alexandria by Athana­
sius, was 40 years afterwards directed back 
hv Jerome to How abroad through Pale-tine. 
Hence Athanasius ami Jerome may be re­
garded as the connecting links between the 

in tiie Hast and in the

garment. Let him rise by degrees in the glances at smaller sects, u hose numerical 
strength of his penances.*' importance is yet iiuigmticant. 1 have ex

Hut when Christianity appeared, the as- perienced, heretofore, so much perplexity 
relic spirit had journeyed West, «ntl taken in reading account- ot Proiestantifin in 
it- abo«le on the western shores of the IX ad* Franc#1, that I have math- i< a mutter ot 
Sea. Here, according to Pliny, lived the some study to comprehend these religious 
Esserks, without famine*», in the society parties, and their relation to each other end 
of their paim trees, Irotn time immemorial, the country. I ye 1 have succeeded in 
and yet, wonderful to say, their number did placing them distinctly before your rea- 
iiut decrease. and in milking tiuure and casual rete-

.V-vet ici-ui had al-o taken riK>t in Egypt, n-nve t.* !>•• m. i i our uew-|mi..*r European 
on the shore ol Lake Moevis, 2d lat.. fouth corre-pond. nc#*. more intelligible, 
from Alexandria. Here iiwd tiie I iiera- 1 promised to ol some ol these con-
plvtaf. T'iiey consist# dot* unmarried nv n | «ittions of F n nchVioies:an«i>m which «fleet 
ami women. They lived on fasting, amj it* pro-pcc'-. 
when this failed them, they took a little i The nnXCt -.nous ot 
bread and water, which tin y would not take 1 Die pnwt-r #>t the >t;«‘ 
bv sun-light, lest they should acknowledge Protestant ( Lundies, 
dependence on sensible things. 'They seem torne 
hi have been descendant* of the Jews. — [ have 
Tliev celebrated the exodus bv mystic »H-- 1 national budget. 1 have already eomoietit 

courses, and tra<litional hvmns. Amiil-V i cd on the mischievous bearings ol the con- 
<*h(>rnl music, mystic dances were kept up stitution imposed by Napoleon I, upon the 
; /.I late at night. These pre-existing Inrui*», i former, lor ità^urlatiou t»> lli 
doubtle.-s, had some influence in establishing really to a lienee 
< nristian monkery, espv< ially, a- Hit 
so much resemblex the form# r.

This influence may have been strength­
ened by a feeling of contempt ior tlv wo. hi.
Some of the ancients bad regarde)! ma’l# r 
as necessarily evil, and spirit a> dood. in'
-ome minds this feeling, instead of m-ing 
tOolished, may have been strengthened by transfer of the support ol tin* Church from 
Christianity,especial!y on witnessing heathen the direct sympatliies and liability of Dm
ultommations, and eufl'ering personal wrongs. 
Many also were driven to ttie wilderness by 
the early persecutions which tiie church en­
dured. All did not imitate the example ui 
Antony, who left the desert during a perse-

people to thi-ir politic ii luuctionnri# *. This 
effect is -#•< n everywhere in France. A 
wry large portion ol tli«* Protest ant popula­
tion do'nothing :»t '! f »r r#*ligion except, in-
dirertly. by th#1 -tale treasury. The most

by his own labor, and gave what he did not -ven aD(j a coarse wrapper, he enjoyed iy afterwards, through tiw. influence of 
j need lo lh* poor. 'Aftwiwda he removed ! ro|ilode M,a UD(, ,he..........................................

tii-

to a certain grotto in a rock which served marsh, eating only 15 dried fizs ai'ier sun
friend Gregory Nazianze^. and still more 

- j through «tie influence of his sister Macrina, | Among tue foremost in t.roiaoting them ïn I witl'draw *'• 1'r
L- he was groused to th - ptitCuiinetti value ot tau country, was Martin of T ours He Î r“Mly mennoned:

I, n.l ,1... nziAaltiilo «.f rinfrre nonau. I ut i 1 . . ..%» . . .. FlOrS«af*ll t IflTi 111 t^.ll

A Leeinre before the tamo Men. Christian I where he pas-e.l »» years amid-t the
Association, of Halifax*

, Delivered Tuvniay etcniiig, lit), Decunber, lsfJS.)
R Y REV. I»A\m 1* U EE.MAN.

Mu. Vh.virman. Ladies and Gentle­
men.— It devolves on me ;o-occupy the.hoiir 
in addI'e.—iiig you on the subject of Monas­
ticism. i am aware that a difference of 
opinion may exist on sum#, minor points 
even in this audit nee. Hut emboldened- by 
the thought that this is a country ami an 
age, a time

ruin-

and a place, for the free inter­
change of opinions. I throw* myself un your own support, and for the entertainment

of a dilapidated castle.
Subsequently lie yielded to the entreaties 

of those who desired to have him tor their 
guide in spiritual life. Many joined him, 
and under his direction trained themselves 
to the abstemious life ui hermits.

Very in order to e-cipe the multi­
tude- which thronge i aioumi him, and di — 
turbvd his praxers and mediiution*, he be­
took him-v'll ;<t :. .-till more di-tant solitude 
in th# luvun'ains. Here he cultivated a 
pot of ground and wove baskets, for his

of

j and sedge grass. Afterwards he built him- lie in a letter, 
i.-eii'a little cell five feu high, so that he j a profound sleep, and opening my eyes, to 
I could not stand upright therein, an 1 of j l»<--hold the tree light of the gospel, and to 
somewhat greater length.” “Tais e< 11,, recognize tiie vanity ol human wisdom.”

: which *. et remains, received hi>: body

By the latter half of the 4th century ! !*ie .
monasteries were established in France, i l>',dolm ; but ,be ,1Dor,: #obm».n.led would

withdraw it. lmdition says that Paul, hi-
I this country, was Mart,"n of Tours He mentioned, was driven by the Decian

# _ fiimii_______
at time, ’ said j t|)e y#>ar 374.

J began to awake as from
nean also had by this time become the seats 
of monasteries. And the boatman over the 
lonely sea at midnight, might hear the chants

cution, and seemed to court martyrdom, by j intelligent and onnlrnt ehisses (who urn 
mingling with the confessors of Alexandria. | #N>mpri»ed :n the “ Liberal or “ Lalionali»- 
His extraordinary' sanctity saved him from I Dv” party) are noticed (t>r the inefjn iency of 
roasting in the flame, and the. snowy white-1 Dieir chavtfable iri-titntions. I bo 
ne*s ot his head preserved it from rolling on evangelical party, most

Some fanatics courted mar-

il„. purpose of a tomb, so that at a greater , ^ From l6tl, bi, ^ year he --------- ----------- ™._ , , _________ _ ________ _____ _ ______ ___
J,stance from the village, he might adopt a | sheUeled himself against heal and rain by a : the eouLand the neoxeily.W dfltire coQee- IdKyied tlm monastery of Mrrr -t.iif .lewi. sfwr^ution m 850 to a grotto in a mean, 
stricter regimen of life. At a hoe period j |i|i)e b(]t wbicb llc had core[«d wt.b rushes | Ood. "Trout that time," said | ,jle Vcar 374. | lain, where pduti=hment and clothing were

judgment.
A difference ot opinion exists even as to 

the general subject. ' The poet singr- .
Titt-ru have bit'll holv men who hid themwlvt*»

Deep in the woody wi dernew, and ga% v 
Tl^ir live* to tlu>tiglif and praVer. till the> t-ullivt-d 
Hie ^ei.eratioii tiorn with them, nor seemed 
Lena aged Ilian ttie hoary tree.- and rork«
Around them..—and there have been holy m»-ii 
Who deemed it were not well to pa-> life thu>.‘*

Such is (!,«- language of Bryant in his 
_ Forest Hymn. But it is one thing tu view 
the subject of ft in the light of «poetry, and 
another to contemplate it through the medium 
of sober history,

Monasticsm, like many other abuses,

those who made tiie long and toilsome jour­
ney to visit him. He exhorted all to sacri­
fice every thing to the love of Christ, striv­
ing lo make them feel We love ol God who 
spared not his own Son, but freely gave him 
for us all.

But Antony did not condemn himselt to 
uninterrupted stay in the desert. I wice 
did his veil# rabi# form appeaXiffthe streets v

more like a tomb than a habitation.' lie 
lived on herbs, and roots, and salad, with 
dry hrv; d,- “ Then vv)" ri in- s.iw hi- botfr 
enleeUleil, and .-uppo-ed ttiat, ih-atli wasnea?,

I he abstained from bread with incredible 1 « r- 
, vur of spirit, up to his ^U.ii yevr. So that 
at the period ol lite whtti ii»#>st men live 
more indulgently, he came, as it were, new 
to the service ol the Lord.”

Hilarion is -aid to have performed many 
wonder.-. Ills lame spread throughout Pa­
lestine and Syria, and many followed Ids 
example and flocked to him tor instruction. 
At length lie deemed it prudent to l< uve his 
native land to escape from the Julian per­
secution. H#*, journeyed westerly through 
Egypt and Nuttii Africa, through Sicily, 
and came to Cyprus, where he ended his

L; In» 27th year, Bash was baptized in , (,f solemn praise, chiming with the wind and 
he cathedral church of Cesarea, his native ro||lng waves, and see the light of fhe little

dimly burning paper streaming from theAifv. amid a va-t concourse ol his fellow 
iZ'-n.-. lie henceforth d*-voted himself to! 

"u rx ice ol God. II#1 stands forth on tiv* 1 
page ot history in a twofold character, as u 
public lnini-ter and as a monk.

U hit iu. met* character J have not time 
to speak. Fie allurded ilm Bishop Eu-e- 
bins much aid in withstanding the emperor) 
Valeits, who wished to introtluve the Arian i 
heresy into Cesarea; and on the .death of |

The i*Un,h of the Western Meflit-rra-1 ',1!’l,lied him b>-Palm tree that had
I sprung tij) near Ins cave. And there 

is no doubt that at Borne, even as 
• arly as the year fit, many Christians would 
de-ire, at least, to flee from the madness of 
Nero, and be at rest on some barren crag, 
a- well as lo plunge themselves beneath the 

, earth, and bury themselves in the catacombs. 
Lik<* Elijah <*1 old, many could no d >ubt 
.-av, Lord, thny hav.* thrown down tLine 
altar-, and slain thy prophet-, and i 
am left, and they seek my life to take it 
a a ay.

Another fruitful source of monasticism

cull of the reclu-e across tiie dark waters.
In Ü71 Gregory toe 1st sent Au-'in with 

40 monks, a- a missionary to England. But 
it is hard to decide the origin ol nonastim-m 
in tiie i-iaini- of Great Britain. According 
to Neander these islands did not receive 
their first missionaries tiorn Borne (hut from 
the En-t!')

Thus about the close of the 4tli century
Eusebius lie was appointed as his successor. , tbe sysftun of monkery had become com- 
A- to his talents, he was preferred by Era^gp]€(e]v established in the West, and in th*- 
nu-, a .contemporary, to the rnu.^l famot^^f0lluvv|rig century it becam#- almo-t coext#-n- 
orators of Greece even to Demosthenes j sjve with tiie belief in Christ. But as vet 
himself. Hut it is my business to consider uo one had ari-en in the West to give it that 
him in the charactt r ut a monk.

founded on one of the holiest principles of ering constancy in faith, 
our nature—the principle of religion. | And again when his locks were whitened

- The religious principle vxaa implanted in

- character which Antony had lone in Egypt, 
Immediately after hU conversion, he dis-; Hilarion in Palestine, br Hasil in Asia : 

....... aa«j.-. tributed his property among tiie poor, gave ( Minor. This want, however, was -mon sup- ,
ot Alexandria to the great joy ol his el.ns- hjg lour Kgypt he visited tbe up bis home and profession in Cesarea, and plied in the person ot Benedict oi Nlksia. ,
tnm brethren. Uncc when UU years of age, an(M#?nt hoU3(. ot his ^ fnvn,i Antony in the , set out on a pilgrimage of two years dura- j He was born at Norsica in Italy in 4mi. In !

wilderness. Here, at the base of a rocky j lion among the churches ot the East. He ; ear]y ]jje |,e retired to the desert and spent 
mountain, where the waters is.-ue forth, to \ i-ited tiie scenes oi our Lords ministry, i 3 years in a cave. lit? soon gained popu- 
refresh the border of the sandy desert, you j conversed with au the eminent Christian | |arjty, and founded twelve convents. The j 
might see Hilarion, now an #-xile, “ running 1 philosophers ot every country, and especial- ; m0st remarkable one was that at Monte 
hither and thither with Antony's diseip

during (he persecution of Maximin, in 311 
A.D., lie appeared there to visit the confes­
sors in the prisons and in the mines, and to 
encourage the suflering martyrs to unwav-

tl.e heart of man fur a wi-e purpose. Hut 
perhaps no endowment of our nature has j 
been more perverted. And being amongst 
the strongest of our impulses, the perversion 
of it La- led to tie* worst rr-u'.ts.

<4ne of the ino-t prominent o', these re­
sults i- that religions asceticism which to 
a greater or less extent, ha- p*1#--vailed in all 
age-, an#i in all countries, wherever man is 
found. This ascvtiei.-m appears in di fife rent 
form-. Hut no form of it i- more striking, 
than that which if as-umes when engrafted 
upon the chn.-tian religion. Meeting here 
with more active and povvrrful principles, it 
assumed more fantastic shapes, and more 
gigantic dimensions. Under the auspices 
of Christianity it is more commonly called 
monaehism. Asceticism i,s the more general 
term, and impli» - all kinds of religious ex­
ercises carried to. an extreme. Monaehism 
;*» a more specific term, derived from the 
"Greek word and is therefore some­
what restricted in iis sigtsilicalion tot .e idea 
ot solitariness. The original monk retired 
away from social life, : nd lived in some 
lunelv desert or mountain in communion 
with nature ami with nature’s God.

with the bleaching influence ol a hundred 
summers, he appeared thereto stem the tide
of Arianism, which was patfonUed by th#1 
state.

Hi- appearance in Alexandria produced 
a powerful sensation. Even pagan pn« st- 
cunie tu see tli#^ “ man of God," as they , 
called him. Vagans themselves pressed 
forward with tbe rest to touch his garments 
in hopes of b( ing heah-d. Mure pug.in­
here converted to Chri.-tianity in lue tew 
d iy- which he -;># nt at Alexandria tiian 
during a year at other limes.

Antonv was doubtless a true Christian, 
only a mistaken one. He chose to make 
\v ir with th** whole hc»-t ot demons in the 
desert alun#1. He learned the power of 
temptation, and spoke from bitter expe­
rience when he said, “this is man's great 
duty, to take his guilt upon himself before 
God, and expect temptations to hi< latest 
breath. Without temptations no one can 
enter the kingdom ut heaven.”

Draw ing near his en i. In' '.vd to hi- dis­
ciple-, “ It 1- time for me to depart, or 1 
am nearly 1<U> years old.'* When they heard 

and kissed him. 
Distribute my

Here, said they, be used to prav ; here to 
sing psalms; here to labor, ami here to sit 
still. Thes° vines and tlv-se little trees Im­
planted with his own hands. 1 hat garden 
.-pot lie arranged himself, ih.s pool 
watering the garden cost him much

tor 
labor.

Iy those who lived in the de.-eri- of Egypt Cassinc. He classified the monks, and gave 
and Palestine, and Syria, lie was wonder- j definite rules. He adopted, with some
fully taken with the consecration of the j modifications to suit the climate, the rule- 
Eremites. XV Liist he biarned their excesses . 0f Basil which had been translated by Enfin 
he admired their self-denial, arid longed to ; fr0m Greek into Latin.
bury bimseit in some far -olitude, where be,. When the Roman and Grecian churches 
too. might glorify his Master and obtain the separated in the Uth century, the latter to 

With this spade he dug the ground fur many highest elevations of piety and devotion* enlarge their own borders introduced monas- 
a lung year. Hilarion lay down on hi- bed
and kissed it a- if it were )et warm. romantic and picturesque regions among the

Hut lie did not remain \vi;h tiie discip«cs mountain.- of Pohtus. L whs situated near
th" ba.tk <>1 thv river Iris which, taking it.- 
ri-e in the mountains of Armenia, riow- 
mrough the mid-lie of Pontus. ami empties 
itself into the Euxine sea/’ In a letter to 

he gives a charming de-

• wa- tiie false interpretation of the Bible.— 
Some understood the scriptures in an ex- 

! tremely literal sense. They supposed that 
they were absolutely to make no provision 

I tor the niofrrow, an-l to give away nil their 
property in order to glorify God. .Such wa- 

I the view of Antony when he gave away his 
paternal estate, reserving nothing for the 
support of a dependent sister.

But if monkery owed much lo an extreme- 
iy literal interpretation of the Bible; it 
owed «till more, perhaps, to an extremely 
figurative one. It was a favorite error of 
that early age to regard the Bible as a mere 
allegory. The ignorant might take the plain 
sense ; but tbe thoughtful, the. contempla­
tive. must rise above thi- and look only at

i1
the chief

this, they fell "ti his necV 
lift thru made his will.

It is my intention to state the rise.to#1 causes, clotlids, -aid he 4IV‘* one 0 m-
the nature, the changes, and the res nits of tn Athanasius the hi-hop, a. d also m\ un- 
monasticism in different ages, and eotnvrie», dereoat, which he gaw mew nen it wa- new, 
as far as these can be given within the lituits and I now return it him well worn, 
allotted to me on this occasion. , ^ive mX otl,”r Die. p-kin to Scrap,on the

named C yril and Methodius,-were 
striimeuls in effecting tlfi-.**' Ru--iti now

Ot Antony. An-r doing many woiitieifui iii" !-u..h <<i thv river ins which, taking its , contains 3S0 monasteries with monk-,
things amongst them, he journt)- -! "n u ri-#*. m the niouuiaiiis of Armenia, flow-j an(j upward- of 1<M> nunneries with 4.•><><»
route before intimated, and arrived at the mrough the mid-lie t»t Pontus. and empties nun--, Tliese females are devoted to a-ri-t 
island of Cyprus. Here, guided by He«y- itselt into t!.«- Euxine sea. In a letter to ; th#» monks in singing the praises ol an ein-
cliius, be found a spot which pleased him. hi- triend Gregory be gives a charming de- p<>ror, who on more occasion- than on#* i as
it was an obscure place, twelve miles from scription ot tiie place. “Gu<l has enabled | brutally ordere<l them i#» be tlogg# -J.
the sea, among rugged and unfrequented me to -ccure an asylum suitable to my taste. The Czar has po-ses*ed this de-potic 
mounta-ns. It was difficult of approach. That which we have often pleased our-elves j p,)Wer 0Vvr all his ecch sia»iics -inc#- 17'Jl.
and entered only by scrambling up on his by representing to our imagination is given j when peter the Great, in a paroxy rn ui
hands and knees. But the old man “ found me a< a reality. It L a lofty mountain. ! inebriate frenzy, declared hiin.-elt -oi* head
it to be a secluded and terrible >pot, set all covered with a thick forest, watered on the 0f the Rus-Gn'Chureh."
arouri-l with trees, and well watered with north by cool and limpid streams. At its
streamlets descending from the mountain 1 foot stretches a plain which is made fertile

bv the water- which constantly fall from tbe 
li*-ignis.'” “ The i»ie ol Calypso was hardly
equal 10 this place, although Homer admir­
ed 11 above all others for its beauty." —
Time forbids a further description of Basil's 
retreat. He thus concludes his account to 
Ins friend Gregory, who soon after joined

the allegorical, or as they supposed the spi- , . . ,
ritual import. This mo le uf interprétât,o„ -n«« lbc P»1'^ 1)1 ‘he. g'-vernmen, 
tm.-e partly from Philo, an Alexandrian reroSntz.n* tf." lentImg tel.Rton, ol t m em 

and contemporary with Christ. 11 is ! P«rr —» wry shrewd policy to enable ,t to 
combination of Judaism j «compl'-tb two v,„k. namely, to fee,, 1 „ 

uid Platonism, and opposed to Chri<tiaiiity. I*ery -lonjil-—11 1 1,1 " lR|'*“'* l,ar'
wrote in praise of the contemplative life. T-ir" l> 7"1 ,,s ,11"n,n-“"»»• “ W " “P"

.i /iti 'i’ , port von all, says the government, “ 3lo-commentaries on tiie (>l«i 1 '--ta- r”6 1 - ,’ , .
j liHinmedan-, Jews, 1 rutvstant-#, »m-l vatno-

yuU are all nu'iri.-h- <i from o ir trmsu-

JvW

>rinciples were a

I. THE RISK Ut MONASTICISM.

According lo the best authorities, Chris­
tian monaehism commenced in Egypt about 
the year 250 A. I). Finding on the batiks 
ot the Nile n deep and rich soil, it grew 
rapidly, and extended its branches across 
the sea to the northern continent, and to tbe 
islands of the West. We see it growing 
rapidly in the East. We see it pushing its 
stems from Egypt to Palestine, and Syria, 
and Asia Minor, and from thence it follow­
ed tlw-course oi iLe sun Westward to Italy,

bishop. K *#v my hair .-iiirt for yourselves. 
Bury my remains where they cannot be 
ti-vd as object- ot Mipcr.-tition. Finally, 
children, laivweWfc fur Antony is passing 
away and will be with you no more. 
saving he stretched out his feet, and W'ith a 
smiling countenance expired.

“Antony," sayNeander, a modern wi iter.
* was the prince of hermits." w

llis disciples, “ belonging to Greek and 
old Egyptian families spread monachLm 
throughout every p«rt ot Egypt, and th#1 
deserts of this country to the border*» of

, I have gkmced at the g# ograpineal >r>re vl 
j of mona-tieism. fir-t in frit- Ea-t ao-i rlvo iii 
, t!.e XV»-t. u- v - i ;i- m ih«; X -rtf». T.
, will not permit m#*. t-> speak fu’/y oi tl <• 
i chronological multiplication ol tliem in sub- 
‘ sequent ages. The follow ing centuries wit- 
nv-sed a n-imber of rival institutions ail 
based on the same rule of Benedict—of 
labor, dex ot ion, and obedience. 1 cannot 

him : “ Forgive me "then for fleeing to such : dwell upon the monastery of Cluni in Franc#-
tt:i asylum. Alcmeon ceased to wander founded about 900 A.I)., whose cloister» led

to bury his lifeless body immediately in the when h« found the isles ot the Echinad#^. ' ! the youthful spirit of Hildebrand with the
garden. Whil§ brs spirit yet lingered in Here with Ins friend Gregory, and others j breams of universal dominion, and gained

-ides uU)ve. There wa- a beautiful gar­
den, .. ith numerous fruit tn e- : "out he never 
ate of the huit. He was delighted with tiie t 
place, lived here o years, and in extreme 
old age recovered strength. Failing sxk 
in his KOth year, he bequeathed to his friend 
IL-xchius all his worldly goods, namely, 
his copy of the gospels, his sackcloth coat, 
his hood and hi- cloak.” He adjured them

H#
and also commentary
ment. His method of interpolation may !
I) • -iv.-n in hi» treati-e on “the migration of *IC 
Abraham." “ Now the Lor*l -aid 
Atiraham. (i#-t thee out of tliy country, and 
from thy kindred, and irotn the iiuu.-e ut thy ! 
fa’h# r.” “ Gvd xvi-hing to amend tie* -oui
of man," -ays Philo, *• first gives hi in. a- an 
me• i*-ment to saiv.ition, migration from three 
things, the ho#ly, the senses, and the utt- r* <1 j 
-pevcli. His country signified his l>o«iy, hi- 1 
kindred Ids senses, and his speech his ta- 
rher's liou-e." He must therefore rise ab##w 
he bo-1 v, ami the senses, to unutterable in- 
• •r-'..ur-' with (rod. This single ca.-e will i 

-how how the allegorical interpretation of ; 
th#1 Scriptures was brought to bear on tbe |
J"of monastici.-m

u„,u ry, therefore keep the p.-ace among your- 
I selves , you arc all nati-ma^religiuns. He 
! that impeach#.*- the ii.ition.il I I'ih in any of 

ifs forms, impeaches the national policy and 
honour, and i a dangero-pr ni iz-oi ; he 
sfiouhl he, an-i wiii.be punished.” It re­

jaillis then liiat a hook written against Pope- 
i ry i- against tint nation «I order and quiet, 
and thv author is fined and imprisoned.— 
l ivre now lies in prison, not far from Pa­
ri-, a Prote-t iM j-i-toi an-l Ins publi-her, 
:i,r i-sumg t volume #>f councils for F rote s- 

, tant-, in wiiieh some of tiie evils of i'operv 
were discussed. It was proved before the 

V court that !v intended to bring into dis ho-
No ■ Guilt other tendencies to mo ,leery ex- ,,n r ,l,e Ca,bo'": r-|'«il*n- wl"''b- l,"'nL' H,‘ 

which we cannot now appreciate. ,"*l‘l"t,on of the blale. ought not -«» fw tm-
paired in the public opinion. I know not 
the character ut the hook, hut th - is *ub-

i-ted,
But no
mucli force, as the misapprehension of the I

we cannot now appreciate, 
cause, perfiaps, operated with so

hi» bren-t, he/ontinued to speak with open who joined him. he “spent many peaceful (heir celebrity from the subsequent reaiisa-
diys." Here he cultivated the earth, ex- j tjon 0f tho-e dream-. Nor of the Ci-t#*r-

-pirit and genius of chri-lianity it-elf.— 
Chri-tianily, is the -ait to «ave from cor­
ruption, and the light to enlighten the dark­
ness ol the world, it should be therefore 
brought to bear upon the world. It .-hould 
!>#* aggres-ive in its character. Its charity 
is to lay hold of men, to save their souls hy

North Africa, France, Great Britain, and ' Lybia were sprinkled with numerous monk- 
to the neighb -ring countries. At the risk i»h societies and monkish ce« 
of a few anacliroriums, let u, follow it in ] Though Antony is regarded ns tiie father 
the course here marked out. we be- ! of monacldsin yet he shares these

who came for instruction, or wandered off among its earliest treasures tiie virtues of 
to preach the yospe! to the heathen in the Bernard. Nor of the order of La Char- 
vicinity. Such was the character of Basil’s (reuse which dating from 117», went forth 
monasticism. ; from its wild and desolate birth-place, and

Shortly after this he was called to assume 9pread its fruitf ul branches over the gardens 
the most important public labors in his na arij vineyards, of Europe. These three 
live city, wiierc he remained as bishop for ro.e each one from the ashes of its prede- 
nearly 20 years. But he always encourag- eessor, which had hern consumed by the un- 
ed the monastic lite. Through his influence hallowed ft — s of passion and disorder, 
tiie scattered hermits were gathered into Neither can I now speak of the three 
regular establishments. And he proposed contemporarv military orders which were

needs to pray—hut only that he may 
girded for labour. He may retire all night 
into the mountain, to hold converse with his 
God ; hut tiie morning li 
bark to duty in the busy multitude, 
while the monastic father- repaired for soli 
: uc
-mon in the crowded street. fiius tiny 
perverted the principles of chri-fian love ; 
into tho-e ot intense ."0111-11110?.-.

T#> be ( 'oncl uded

eyes Go forth, mi/ Soul, go forth, why do-t ------- -------------- -...... . , ilw, v. w.. ..v,, .......... .̂ f .
thou h<--itafe r Almost 7U years lia-t thou p’ured the woods and Vallejs, taught thos#1 ejan order founded in 100b, which possessed ^11‘ in^ 1 1 m lylJ 0 ‘ lC ire* ( in-ti.m

» 11' ... . . .n 1 r, oori c In t.rciv l.tif nnlu tlmf V... rr.lu»
served Cfirist, and dost thou fear deatli ' —
With lliese words lie expired. The 
Cypriots to this day boast that they 
liave the body of Hilarion, and tiie Pales­
tinians that they have his spirit. Such 
was Hilarion, the founder of monasticism in 

tine.,
We have seen that monkery arose in 

Egypt about the close of the 8rJ century, 
and in Palestine and Syria in the beginning
of ihe 4til. F'rom the latter countries it ex- ...
tended into Asia Minor between A.D. ,VH>- rules of government which eventually ex- founded in the East and took their rise from 
ypd cited an influence over many such institu- tp,e wars of the crusaders.

The chief founder of monasticism in Asia lions, "from the deserts ot Pontus to the
come lost in the wide and tangled wilder- 1 honors with others even in bis own country. yjjnor wa8 Basil thf. Great. He was a green valleys of Ireland." To this day his
ness, it will be wise for us to follow nearly Among these may he mentioned Paul the Qræc0 Asiatic, born probably in Cesarea, rules are adopted by the moneateries of the

-wtupf v who was born a litllo before An- • fi,„ nrovinvti of Fontus in Cappadocia, in Grecian church in the East. ! . . , « . , n„ • ^ -• ■
io'.v Paul spent upward» of 90 years in ' .1 ,.* vJr :;.jx Tie exact time of Basil's death is not and m-he second place, eB(ltore bn'd'in'1.® lower than human degradation can descend.

1 lie"desert. He was visited by Antony just \y(, |iaie s(,,.n ihat Antony de-pis- ,1 1 ■ 
he ft,re Iii- d.-atli. Strange tilings are loid l(.r5< tila, Hilarion pttr.-ued iiis ttud.vs at
of tins visit. Jerome in his life ol Paul ?c|)00; jn Alexandria only till he was 1Ô
-ays t lia t they disputed over" their morning years 0f age, though he carried his copy of

' .............................. ........... u the New Testament with him to his latest
hodr. But when we come to Bs....---------- - , _ 1 nossession o. ________ _______ ________ ,
the thorough scholar and theologian. When populace accompanied tbe body °° I ^ men bad long tortured their 1 useless intention, and barren zeal,
an infant, being extremely ill, be wa. de-'the shoulder, of reverend men to it* place ana v p^,

stanhally tiie -igmlicut.. •• of the judgment 
it. I h#*re J' hnffl'j^H wuik piiblnh- 

c.ti in Arncricii* 1,1 which ««hj.wiom ür-î 
to Popery, th it w-miM n >: obnoxiom
here to similar p«-it « to--*.

But furtli«*r, an#! practically more mis­
chievous, th;- interlfraiic#; of ow» laiili with 
another i- j * j a Hy turi i!l#,n in respect t#> 
territorial labour-. A i '«*r^vman »- virtual­
ly limite»! to l.i- |»r»--euL li» l#l. If* has no 
ri^ht to hold a rn* ■ inj-cxMi <>1 h - own peo-

1,1 Wdf brmg'him l*‘«- <'# -' ar, u'' I*1
j»u| than tvr«nty persons , pre-i-nt. J1-- ''an

fined or impi;- 
H in ,-t

■1 lor

doubtful It. f A USES OF MONASTICISM.
Let us now turn to prove ,the historical

in the line of the great ltoinan roads, and 
take for our guid< s tliu - iiiel founders ol 
Monasticism. L‘-t us go with Antony to his 
desert home in Egypt, with Dilation into 
Palestine, with Basil over tlie craggy nets 
and dashing cataracts of Asia Minor. Let

-«.-cal l#-»l
i i , , i ' i , : r .i crime, il mu-t obtaui ;ui.“ am lor i.zai mu”de to the fle-ert, they neglected their po- ! , - . MIrom the "‘fvernment il iv woula >-a\e nirn-

self from such penalties. ()> cuur*** h Pro­
testant preacher can make no inroail into a 
Popish village, li there are enough Pro- 
testants resi'iing there to justify him m 
asking for an “authorization," yet ns soon 
a* it is perceive#! »ii:«t ii«* begins to “ fcvnn- 

ainong 1rs Popi.-h neighbours he is 
pure water, tree tor an. uooo lor me j |lab|e t0 b„ arrH.„ ,, There are " chapels" 

prince—good for tiie peasant. It goes bigb-

Gon’s Bible is tiie tiook for ail, just like _ __ _ 
ibe winds of heaven, and God’s sunlight and g3ijze» 
his pure water, free for all. Good for the i bab|,; ,

big.... , irs, i— -s- - - , - . i even, t>f the National Reformed Church, offacts in the rise andspread of'Monasticism, rr than human intellect can reach. It goes tbe |njepen(j,.lli^i an,| 0f (he Mefhodists,
lower than human degradation can descend, j now ,ta|J,|ln„ j„ various i.nrts of

In liL last moments be suffered *1» causes. Ibe charge of indolence in ]t an ocean for an Edwards or a Chal- 
Yet he conversed piously with tliose *ho«e who fled from busy life, does not ac- merg |Q hWjm jn> anj t0 -he poor ignorant

u- take a voyage by sea from Alexandria to tneal nearly the whole day, which should 
Rome with Athanasius, sit down with Am- ! break the loaf of bread which bad been 
brose in his studio at Milan, thence away: brought to them by a bird. Each one 
with the fiery Augustine to the regions of J claimed that tbe other should have thtfltottor.

Tbe idea ofgaVC, lllCUl 1..3 ie = * werciup, . r . -
and with panting breath exclaimed. ** Into religious merit comes ,n for a large share of 
thv hands O Lord, I commend my spirit." •>* credit, t rom the force of this princ-

uround him. gave.tliem liis last blessing, count for all the phenomena.^ Ibe^mea m co,tag,.r lt |9 - 6mall rain from heaven.

He that waits 1er an opportuflity to do
to ms tâtent my mmus, u oim,, . —j -«-■■■-• i. ,h. U.nru aire»dv in i much at once, may breathe out his life in

But when we come to Basil we And j Solemn psalms, mingled j L»s!ession o/monastic habit* In India ! idle wishes, and regret, in the last hour, his

U bole No. 386.

nv-w . f •! • # hn-ttaii AJ^.ivate and JvufiiAl

Letter from Pans.
VROTEn r XNT.I-M IN I ll ANl'K.—SO. V.
Mu. Editor,—In tuy Iasi lour iHtem I 

have t-ndeavoured to give you n comprfhrn-
sive view v! Pn-testanti-m in F ranee, in­
cluding,111st, The National Reformed Church, 
‘2.1. The Lutheran*» ot tin- Auj«burg Confes­
sion ; 3d. The CNfitederuled D.sscntmg So­
cieties of tli** Evangelical l uion ; 4th. The 

to the storm where it pells the ’ Unconfederate i or Independent Dissenters , 
In the winter, let him wear a wet 5th. The French Methodists—together with

all these is, I think, 
over the two great 

The National Re- 
1 and th-1! Lutheran bodies are, as l 
shown, supported lar<j*dx trutn the

.-state » mount t 

’constitution. It works bad- 
; iy, I think, in nil reepyct*» except one ; naine- 
1 ly, that it gives 1 Vote.-.tautism a national re­
cognition t>v the -ide ot I’opt ry, and yields 
it, in tin* repert, a <*«irl of rv-pon-ibility and 
protection as an institution ot the country.

The connexion of the Church and state is 
always pernicious to the h-riner, hy the 

tin1

It ebler 
of whom wish a 

►eparatioii from the state, have to com# to 
the rescue of these charities to save them 
from utter failure in important instances. 
Let the Church be thrown lor support upon 
the popular sympathy, a» Lamartine and 
ttie republican partit proposed, and il would 
doubtless be more vigorous. The
religious our own country de­
mon st rat ary principle”—not
only its conipePWe as a financial basy, but 
(what is infinitely more important) its mural 
power to give religious interest and life to 
the popular mi id. •

Hut the gre.-ite-t mischief of the union of 
Church and -tale in France, is the restric- 

' tlou xvhicli i# iiiip<. .-H uj't.'ii all Prote-tant 
(lou<* ! pHn*< f°r x#*//-# rfrnsion. Jt x il lu illy repeal»

1 tiie div»n -- comini -n n to go fo? ill and disci­
ple any amt every body. No body of 

j Christians, ami especially of Christian mi- 
I nisters, shouhl a»fmit a limitation of this 
j kind. They eannot admit it without recre­
ance to the divine Head and his “higher 
law.” I hav* not hesitated to tiller this 

| sentim# nt ♦rmltly * * » Fro.’esîant hr<thre#i 
here; and 1 ooc'ht t»> rec#»r<l the (Jurislian 
courage of Dr. Duff, wiio, while attending 
the FÀvang# !ical Alliance lust Kumuier in 
Par is* urged, both in committee aud public 
meeting, the nwe-rity of braving the exist­
ing F rench restrictions, even ii bonds and 
imprisonment should be the result. Ho 
uttered the prediet ion, and it set-ms to me a 
very probable one, that before the full re­
surrection of French Protestantism, its pas 
tors must learn fidelity to their M.'taler in 

| the prisons of the country.
The restriction to which 1 now refer

F*ranee, on this very account. Clergymen 
have been arreMvd ami imprisoned f*»r Die 
ail/f.-ged crime, and quit#* extensive fields of 
home missionary labour have been swept 
pway and left desolate by this lntuiendcu 
state policy. And the worst fact about it 
is, that French Protestantism condescends
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