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ETERNITY.
“ ROM THE GERMAN OF WUELFFER.
Eternity ! how long art thou!
To thee we wing our onward flight,

As flies the arrow from the bow,
As bounds the war-steed to the fight,

. Fleet as the courier skims the ground,
Or wicged vessels homeward bound.

Eternity ! even as a sphere
No end and no beginning shows, |
No first, no last in thee appear,
Thou bast ao start, thou hast no close.

_* Thought’s baflled pinions vainly try

To sweep thy range, Eternity.

Eternity ! how long, how wide !

A ring whose ever-widening rosnd
Expanding still as cycles glide

Finds not, and ne’er shall {ind, a bound !
Dead Ring ! thy centre’s name is ** KvER,”
While thy circumference is ** NEVER.”

Etertlity ! thou endless day !

If once in every thousandth year
There came a bird and bore away

A single grain from ofl' this sphere,
Till all bad vanished, bill and plain,
Eternity would still remain.

Eternity ! how long thou art !

If from the eye, each thousand years,
One solitary drop should start,

Till acean's cup o'erbrimmed with tears,
Till earth witly all her bills was drowned,
Still art thou there without a boumndl,

Eternity ! While God is God,

So loag shall hell and heaven remain,
To think on the dismal, dismal load

Of eadless years dragged out in pain !
Lut oh, bow golden-winged their flight,
W hew spent with God in fields of light,
= Nuuthern Obaerver,
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tHE LORD'S SUPPEN,

The ordinance of the Lord’s supper was
institited by our Saviour on the night of
Ilis betrayal, and while he partook with
the éleven aposties of the feast of the pass-
over,” For mauy centuries that feast had
borne witness to the necessity and the value
It commemorat-

deliverance from Egypt had been effected.
It prefigured ** the Lamb of God [which
taketh away the sin of the world.” But
with| the economy, of which it formed so
essential a part, it was, on account of the
antitype, ready to vanish away. OQur Lord

_however deemed it proper to put another

rite (in its place—one which should be
equally, and even more significant, and
which, like that, should constitute a  cove-
nsnt transaction between Himself and His
people, in all subsequent ages. Hence
“ He ‘took bread, and gave thanks, and
brake it, and gave unto them, saying this is
my body which igigiven for you: this do in
remembrgfice of ‘me.  Likewise also the
cup aftef supper, sa»#rg, this cup.is the new
testament in my blood which is shed for
you.” However assuring and instructive
this might be to the disciples assembled in
that guest chamber at Jerusalem, the de-
sien  of the institution went far beyond
themselves. So they understood on the day
of f’umg(-nﬁl, because from that time on

ward we find it to be a regular part of the
Christian worship. St. Paul’s language ic
his first epistle to the Corthinians, while it
reveals to us how grossly this ordinance had
been abused by unworthy professors of the
faith of Christ, still proves its existence as an
essential part of- Chrstianity : ¢ For I have
received of the Lord” he says, ¢ that which
also I delivered unto you;” and having
quoted.the words of Christ above recited

be adds, * fer as often as ye eat this bread
and drink this cup ye do shew,” or rather,
shew -ye ** the Lord’s death till He come.”
This quotation is of great importance, for it
invests the ordinance with unchanging
authority to the end of time, establishes its
covenant character, and evinces the care of

the glorified Redeemer for the welfare of

His Church, seeing that He  personally
instructed this apossle not only in regard te

His ministry in general, but of this part of

it.in particular.

The Lord’s Supper is commemorative of

the death of Christ, this is the fact with
which it deals, which it continues to set
forth, which it_ brings to remembrance.
Faith is here assisted by our senses. That
br ken bread reminds us of His broken body,
that cup.of His shed blood , and.both serve
to teach us of these more exquisite pangs
which he endured when the Lorp made to
meet upon Him the iniquities of us all, and
when ¢ He poured out His soul unto death.”
But what rendered this event so memora-
ble? Why not rather his birth or bis
ressurection? Simply - because that this
constituted the atonemement—the propitia-
tion for our sins, and not for ours only, but
also for the sins of the whole world.  And
from this fact we learn the wholé gospel. It
reveals sin in its true character, and makes
it appear * exceeding sinful.” It exhi its
the uptarnished and incorruptible holiness
of God, His unswerving truth, His inflexi-
ble justice, His infivite wisdom, and His
fathomless and eterual merey.
demonstrated that God can be just and the
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus ; that
all may be saved ; and to the uttermost every
one shall be, that cometh unto God by Him.
Is it mot worthy to be had in everlasting
remembrance? We set -up our banbers
here, * God forbid that we should glory,
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

This ordi.ance is a seal of the covenaut
of grace. Here both parties meet, and here
are their pledges given to each other. On
the one hand God engages to be, aud to
do, for us, all that we can require for life
or godlivess, for time or for eternity. On
the other, to possess these blessings we
must eugage ourselves, our hearts, our lives,
our all to His worship, His love and His
servico. Of this mutual engagement the
death of Christ is the foundation, so the
observanée of the memorial supper is of it
the bond sod the seal. In this the eteroal
Father proclaims, * I have loved thee with
an everlasting love, and baving spared not
wy own Son, I will with him also freely give
thee all things.” And the pevitent believ-

Here . it is,

forsake all sin, I reject all help but that
which the sacrifice of Christ affords, I cast
myself upon His merits, I believe, Lord,
belp my unbelief.” ¢ 'Tis done, the great
transaction’s done !” The true sacramentum,
or oath of fealty is made, or renewed to the
Captain of our salvation ; and with * oaths,
and promises and blood,” the new covenant
is ratified to us. g

One great principle of the syst¢m of sacri-
fice from the beginning evidently was to
bring the worshipper ioto the most endear-

with God. The flesh of the victim was, at
least in certain cases partly eaten as well as
Ipartly consumed upon the altar. The offer

er as well as the Being propitiated were

the passover. And others were also involv-
ed in it. By this rite the Israelites were
reminded ot the great deliverance effected for
their nation ; by this they were marked off
| from all other people, and welded together

into one brotherhood ; while with girded
loins and saudaled feet they proclaimed
their pilgrim character, and that they look-
ed for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God. Need weshow
that all these particulars appear again, but
much more impressively, in the supper of
the Lord? Well instructed and properly
effected worshippers * discern’ under the
elements of bread and wine “the Lord's
body,” and by faith, in their hearts feed
upou that sacrifice whose blood was accept-
ed by God on their behalf. ¢ The cup of
blessing which we bless, is it not the com-
munion of the blood of Christ > The bread
which we break is it not the communion of
the body of Christ? ¢ A deliverance
greater than Fgyptian bondage is here cele-
brated—even from the powers of darkness,
the terrors of guilt and the thraldom of
Batan, Besides, the unity of true Christinns
is thus effected, and thus shown forth,
What room for strife, for emulation, for
Jonlousy is there at the table of the Lord?
" Fur wo belng many ars one bread and
one body : for we are all partakers of that
ove bread.” Aud here our pilgrim charac:
ter is manifest. ** This,” though oftan as
Tabor's mount a place of glorious visita-
tion, where we would gladly build taber-
ngcles, and where we often do instinctive-
ly exclaim, ¢ It is good for us to be here,”
¢ is not our rest.” We thus remember our
Lord and Saviour “till He come.” We
wait, perhaps, long, for His appearing. Of
that coming however we do ndt eotertain a
doubt. The earnest of heaven is ours.
These emb'ems of his death are the sure
pledges of His second and glorious advent.
Eveu now, we join in solemn service the
friends who have gone before, and are rais-
ed up, and sit together with Christ in heaven-
ly places. :

That the ebservance of the Lord's sup-
per is a duty incumbent upon all who bear
the name of Christ, must be evident from
the nature of the institution, and from the
maoper in which it is alluded to in the
Apostolic writings. Yet much misconcep-
tion has prevailed upon this subject. The
human mind has oscilliated from one ex-
treme to another. Superstition has iovest-
ed a simple rite with mysteries properties.
Our Lord’s words have been interpreted in
their, strictest literality, and a crafty priest-
hood has claimed the power to transform
the bread and the wine into the real persou-
ality of the Lord Jesus, Christ, and anew
to offer Him up as a sacrifice for the living
and for the dead. It has couscquently been
held that all the virtue of the atonement is
imparted, and mnecessarily so, to those who
partake of the elements, or either of them.
Vain and wicked men have thus hoped to
ceutralize the effects of their sin by accept-
ing this sacrament. Others again, deeply
sensible of their own defilement and unwor-
thiness have feared to come into contact
with 80 holy an ordinance, and have persis-
teutly kept away from the table of the Lord.
It is thus-that the false and" blasphemous
doctrines_of the Papacy have operated far
beyond the boundaries of that church.

The proper remedy is to study prayerful-
ly and practically the teachings of the New
Testament in reference to this sacrament.
The same conditions which entitle us to be
the disciples of the Lord Jesus, warrant
and require us to sit down at his table. For
if this be the outward and visible sign of
our true repentance, and of our humble
hearty trust in Christ, what is there to ren-
der us more unfit for the sign than for the
fact? The sacrifices of God are a broken
heart ; He himself commauds us to believe
iu the name of His Son ; does he not there-
f re encourage us, all unworthy as we are,
to draw near with true hearts and in full
assurance of faith?

But let a man examine himself, and so
let him eat of that bread, and drink of that
cup. The profane aud the impenitent have
na.right to tonch these sacred emblems of
the Saviour’s death. They do eat and
drink unworthily—and they eat acd drink
judgment to themselves—whbo have no gen-
uine sorrow for sin, and who do not by faith
discern the Lord’s body as crucified for
them. ILet every man be true to himself,
and true to his professions. If he will sin,
let him go aside with his own, and acknow-
ledge himself an enemy to God. He may
still wound Christ it js trne, but not in the
house of his friends. But if any man_will
be saved, let him use all the meaas of God’s
appointment to this end, and especially let
him look through these emblems to the
atouing victim, whose blood cleanseth from
all sin. : C. S.

-METHODIST UNION.

Canada to the General Conference at
upion ; and a few members of the General
Conference were quite disposed to receive
the Cabadian Body notwithstanding mea-
sures were under consideration among all the
Methodist  Branches in . our ‘Western
Provinces for forming a united Church.
The General Conference has, however, sent
a reply to the M. E. Church in Canada,
from ‘which the following i3 an extract :—

We are by no means afraid of change. It
is the soul and essence of progress. The vital
principle of Methodism from the beginning has
been adaptation—using all.appliaaces, reject-
ing nothing new simply because it is oew,

er says, ** Other gods have had domigion ! retaining nothing old simply because it is old.

over me, but I now renounce them all; I We try to advance with the age, and to make | and from that, my friends, we began to have

The Delegates from the M. E Church of

Brooklyn made very strong appeals for |

the multiform machinery of modern times sub-
serve the cause of truth and the glory of God.
The visits and addresses of your representa-
tives, especially of your venerable Superin-
| tendent. Bishop Richardson, afforded us high
gratification. It were not perhaps too much to
. hope that ere another four years shall elapse,
| the various Methodist brotherhoods of Canada
| shall have melted into one, and that we in the
United States shall bave follewed your glorious
example, so that the one united Methodism of

fraternal deputation from the one united Meth-
odism of Canada. Sucha tion were
| devoutly to ke hoped and prayed for in behalt
| of the Church, both aations, and a perishing

thus regarded as banqueting together. This | iy . . a:
fact was certainly embodied in the feast of waril. % in Righ tiomn nt Cleiotin Bmccbes

turned upon the strongholds of sin those bat-
teries that have so long been levelled at each
other. »

We also give a paragraph from the
‘address of the General Conference to the
Canada Wesleyan Conference :—

Ia common with you, we rejoice that among
the many unmistakeable signs of the times
there is a general tendency among the various
branches of the Churci to draw pearer toge-
ther in the bonds of Christian love and fellow-
ship. But very few are now disposed to turn
their strength largely against other branches
of the Church, or even to stand apart in
shameful isolation from the communion of
saints. Gladly recognizing the many import-
ant points common to all, the tendency is to
aid one another in the detence and maintenance
of those points, leaving the comparatively few
on which they differ, and in regard to which
they wish not to conceal their differences, to
the clearer vision of the future, This passing
away of former asperities, this kindly feeling,
this increasing and more intimate brotherly
intercourse, this inquiry after the true prinei-
ples of Christian union, we would by all means
cherish and promote, It is in entire agree-
ment, and has from the beginning been a dis-
tiaguishing feature of, our beloved and honored
Methodism, It has received several new and
beautiful illustrations during the current ses-
sion of our General Conference. Even wiere
ultimate organic union is not so probable, we
would gladly say, ‘* Nevertheless whereto we
have already attained, let us walk by the same
rule, let us mind the same things.”

The Methcdist New Connexion in Can-
ada held its annual meeting recently, and,
‘as the following will show, expressed itself
unequivocally on the subject of Union:—

The Union question was taken up again. All
former resolutions and amendments were with-
drawn for the following, which was moved by
Dr. Cocker, and seconded by R. Wilkes, Esq:

¢« That, baving considered the subject ot
Methocist Union this Conference would renew
its expressions as to the desirableness of union
of the various Methodist bodies in Canada.
And whilst adbering to the action of our last
Conference, in regard. to the basis recommend-
ed by the United Committees, we feel bound
to say that we could not accept any scheme of
union by which restrictions would be imposed
upon the  legislative powers of General Con-
ference or upon the rights of the laity to
co-operate with the ministry in such Confer-
ence in all its legislation and discipline.”

This resolution was so heartily received by
all that after its adoption, as an expression of
the unanimity which was felt, the Doxology
was sung.

ADDRESS OF FATIIERJ GAVAZZL

In introducing Father Gavazzi, the
Bishop spoke of him as ** world known and
world-renowned,” and, as he came forward
to speak, he was received with cheers, and
said :

I am delighted and surprised, in this kind
reception, to find myselt before such an ex-
traordinary audience, and tor which I was not
prepared. They told me that 1 should be pre-
sented to you, but I bad no idea that I bad to
speak to you, so you must take what- you can
get trom me. I wish to restrict myself to a
few remarks, and to speak about Italy at large
and moro especially of our Free Church in
Italy. In a general point of view, our evan-
gelization had its beginning in 1848. If any
would serve God aside trom the prescribed
forms of the Romish Church, they had to do it
secretly among themselves, and with the police
at their doors. I am right when I say, before
1858 we had not one single place of public wor-
ship in Italy other thun those of the Romish
Church. In 1853 there was a Church com-
menced in Turin. From 1848 to 1859- there
were five congregations gathered, so that of
the different agencies in Italy in 1860, and
from 1660 to 1870 or 1871, we bad the ome
evangelical Waldensian Church, the Free
Church of Italy, the Methodist Church, and in
some small sense the Baptist Church. Now
we have ten thousand communicants and thirty
thousand hearers. [Applause.] This is the
progress that the Church bas made in Italy
during the last ten years. This is owing to
ne fact—namely, we are harmonious ; realiz-
ing the great value of the Apostle Paul’s advice
to keep the ** unity of the spirit in the bonds of
peace,” we try to keep to that, and. therefore
no sectarianism, and therefore no pedantic
scholastic theology, but the Bible, and the
Bible only, in my Free Church of Italy. We
have scattered here and there some thirty-five
churches. They are supported by single indi-
viduals, by groups, by committees of Geneva,
of London, of America, and the American and
Foreign Christian Union. Being supported
by so many different quarters, there sprang up

kind of individualism, and therefore an
exclusiveness, and therefore the feeling ‘ot
se charches, living a sickly life and fated
to die by consumption, because they had no
spirit of vitality. There was no one mind to
direct, since for what a man does not pay its
delicate to give advice. I bave tried to bave
an Italian Church and thirty three of these
separated Churches met in Milan aod gave to
!tln Church a Constitution and Profession of
| Faith under the General Assembly and under
a General Committee of Evangelization.” Thus,
without one dissenting vote, we resolved our-
selves into the Free Christian Church of Italy,

{ come to Italy, each saying, ‘‘ We are the true

an existence.

When I was in America twenty years ago,
some of my friends almost reproached me for
not baving one Church. Then I had to remain

| an independent evangelist, and so I could . say
{to my Italians: ** I am not sent to you by any
| foreign denominations but I am sent by the
ﬁFnther'of all, who sent Paul to preach the
%Gospel." and so they would hear me But
{now I can say to my American brethre., ** I
{bave a church which is for me and to me
ed relations, into the closest communion thie United States shall receive but a single | the best bope of Italy,” because it is my opin-

ion it is the best hope for the evangelization of
my Italian country. Thanks to God, we have
overcome all past difficulties, and we bave in
the end, and almost now, a kind 'futurity, be- |
cause the American Foreign  Christian Union
has come to the conclusion il decision that af-
ter baving supported for so many years in Italy
these separated churches, it will now send its
aid to the Central Evangelical Committee of
the Free Church of Italy, and so we shall bave
one mind and one scope, and evangelization
will advance more and more rapidly. I am
thankful to the American and Foreign Chris-
tian Union for its past belp; but now that this
great General Assembly might know our aim,
and so sympathize with us, I would say a
word. .

We have called our Church in Italy ** free”
for various reasons. That word, my dear
friends must ring in your ears as sweetest mel-
ody. Free! [Applause.] We have nothing
to do with the government. We are free from
all state interference. We preach the Gospel
to our hearts' satisfaction. It is the Free
Church, but it is the Free Christian Church,
for somebody would ask, *Is it & Christian
Churéh " Yes, it is a Christian Church in
Italy. We do not make any compromice in
our own country, When we came out of Rome
we came out in tolo [applause] ; therefore, by
ealling ourselves the {ree Christian Church, we
mean that there is not one slngle hair of Rome
loft on our heads. [Laoghter and great ap- |
plaure.] We call it the Free Christian Church
of Italy, for it is composed entirely of native|
Ttalians—our pastors and our school-masters |
are Italians, and, therefore it-is the Church of W
Italy, and, therefore, it takes our hands, our
hearts, and our minds. Reasoning and serious
people asked me some time ago: * Why -do
you intend to try to make anything of your
Church ?" They say: ‘ Why do not you im-
port some of our Protesteant denominations?
Why dou't you try to reform the Church of
Rome ?”

Let me ask you what kind of Protestant de-
nomination should I have imported into Italy ?
Of course you would say the Methodist. That
would be reasonable for you; but the Episco-
pahans, the Presbyterians, and the Dutchmen,
would bave their objections ; and it I kad im-
ported the Dutch, others would have objected,
and by one importation many would have been
displeased ; theretore,not to displease anybody,
I did not import anybody. Do not say to me
that there is a national pride in baving an Ital-
ian Church. YourAmericans would not like to
be evangelized by Italians, and the Germans
would not like to be evangelized by the
Frenchmen. [Laughter.] You will permit
the Italians to like to have the evangelization
of Italy come from Italy. Butthen you may
say: * Why not take the Protestantism into
Italy ? Let us understand each other. Protest-
antism is Christianity. [Applause.] So it I
preach Christianity to the Italians, this is
preaching Protestantism. Do you see ? Chris-
tianity is one. We are not of Paul and Ap-
pollos, and Cephbas, nor of Luther, or Melanc-
thon, or Calvin, or Wesley, but we are all of
Christ. We bave preached Christianity in
Italy, and is not that enough ?

But some may ask: ** Why do you not re-
form the Church of Rome ?” That would be
very pleasing to Roman Catholics to find them-
themselves reformed ; but let me say, that in
my old age I do not wish to become a fool,
and it would be foolishness to try to reform an
unreformable thing. [Laughter.] Some have
asked me it that Church cannot be reformed.
I have bad a little experience to illustrate this.
When I was with Garibaldi io his campaigns,
my duties were in the hospitals and in looking
after the wounded on the field. I have noticed
that whea the surgeon went to see a wounded
man, if the little finger was wounded and gan-
grened, he would cut it off to save the hand;
if the hand were gangrened, he would cut it
off to save the arm, and if the arm were gan-
grened, he would cut it off to save the body, ;
but if the body was all gangrened, be would
never cut it into a bundred pieces in order to
save nothing. [Great applause.] He would
commit such a body to the undertaker -as the
only charce for him. [Laughter.] That is just
the case in the reform of the Roman Catholic
Church. Before the days of the Council of
Trent it might have been reformed, but after
the errors of that Council, and of those that
tollowed it, and which were crowned by the
blaspbemous utterances of the Council of the
Vatican,) that Charch ~is gangrened through
and through and through, and the best way is
to commit it to the undertaker. [Prolonged
laughter and applause.]

What is meet and what we mean to do is to
return to the pure Church of the Apostles.

You cannot imagine bow long we had to
fight in order to get out of the influence of
sectarianism. That was the work of ten years
For when the various dJenominations would

Church,” the Italians preferred to remain in
Rome rather than go into & Church they know
nothing about. So we had to get free of this
as best we could. We have tried to fight ex-
tremes with theWord ot God,avoiding scholastic
theology. We alsq had to fight against a foreign
theology that our hearts revolted at, a theology
that teaches eternal decrees of damnation. We
bad to come simply to justification by faith to
be shown by a boly life. We have now a
scriptural Church in Italy, and I stand before
you to recoommend it to your minds, and your
hearts and your pulpits.

You can belp us. You have three ways open
to you: one is to help some one of the Italian
Christian Churches now in existence. In this
1 will not urge particularly my own; but yon
must remember that all other churches tbere
are supported by foreign bodies, while ours

| and kept the faith,there will be found laid up for

bas only the London Committee
American and Foreign Christian Union. An-
other way woald be to establish your own
Church in Italy : but I pray yeu pever to in-
troduce the American Methodist Church in
Italy. The other course which is opened to
you is, to join your efforts with the English
Wesleyans, so there be not two Methodist de-
nominations there. But if instead of this
you will aid the free Cburch of Italy, you will
do a great work. We bave considered that
£1000 in Italy would support an evangelist and |
a school for a year. Another scheme which
we have before us is the establishment of a|
Biblical college in Rome. All can see that |

ministers, we cannot bave the greatest success |
in the future. This scheme, it carried out, will
cost us perhaps $75,000. Another thing is,
we want $25,000 now to establish the first|
chiair in the college, which I want to get before !
I return to Italy. So, you see, you have in|
your hands the means to give certainty to [the |
work in Italy in the future. I would like to |
conclude my remarks by s kind of patriotic |
one, and that is, that it I have before me in%
the present moment such a highly intellect- |
ual, refined, cultivated, pleasing and genteel
kind of Christian audience, it is entirely due to |
Italy. Does this proposition startle you? Do
you ask: * What has Italy done for us?" 1
will tell you. Had it no been for Christopher
Columbus, in the present moment I should
bave before me an audicnco of red Indians.
[Great Laughter.] You sce then that it is
Italy that gives you civilization. Now, |
know that a refined people do not like to live
under any obligation. [Laughter.] There-
fore you see Italy gave you the land ot Ameri-
ca the mighty American dollar, and there is
their compensation, Thanking you most cor-
dially for listening so patiently to my. poeor
English-Italian, let us part company with &
greeting from the word of God, We ask our
Heavenly Father to send laborers into the flold,
but we expect to be rewarded according to our
own deeds, Therefore if there be a responte to
our appesl in the sight of our Heavenly Father
those who give for the support of the laborers
are equal to those who themsclves labor in the
field. Let us hope that, having done our duty

us a crown of righteousness,which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give us in that day.
May we meet in the better world to wear the
crown of life eternally. Amen.

THE SERVICE OF SONG.

BY REV, C. A. STORK.

Daniel Webster used to say, ome of the
strongest evidences of the divinity of Christi-
anity in his mind was the fact that it had suc-
ceeded, though propagated from a barrel. The
religion that could survive the old wine-glass
pulpits and cork-screw stairs, with their accom-
panying artificialities and absurdities, must be
more than human.

But there are some things that go on in the
pews_and galleries which have tested Christi-
anity quite as severely as anything in the pul-
pit. It is one of the perpetual miracles of our
holy religion that the spirit of worship has sur-
vived the singing of the Church since the
Reformation. Is it any wonder that the
churches of Germany troze into the ice of
ratiopalism under the long-drawn lugubrious
eighteen or nineteen stanza hymns of the last
two centuries ? Cam it be anything sbort ot
Divine power that has kept alive the piety of
the English churches—Established and Dis-
senting—in the howling wilderness of their
parish psalniody ?  Why should not Unitarian-
#m bave sprung up in New England when
devotion was blighted by the doleful strains
poured forth by young men and maidens in tbe
ancient singing seats 7 And now, were it not
for the grace of God, what piety or fervor
could resist the wretched farrago of opera,
oratorio and ballad, with trailing rags of stage
and concert-room associations, that our quar-
tette and glee choirs offer up as the praises of
all the people to God? Our fathers suffered
under the barbarirm and gloom of a harsh,
stiff style of music; we, going to the other
extreme, are poisoning ourselves with an easy,
blind, meretricious art. When art, save as an
bumble handmaid, comes into the church music
then devotion goes out of the prayers and
praises—or it would it the grace of God were
not stronger than all the follies of man.

But are we not managing these things better
now? Is not congregational singing good,
hearty, unambitious singing ot plain understood
tunes by all the people, coming into vogue ?
Let us be thankful shat there is a movement in
that direction. Let us hasten it by all means
in cur prwer.

The Sunday-schools have done a good deal
for church-singing. Not that their jolly,
rather common-place style of melody has fur-
nithed any better music, -but that the people
have been roused by the evident spirit-of the
service of song in the school to seek for a bet-
ter way in the sanctuary. If the children can
sing and enjoy it, why can not their fathers
and mothers? So, the Sunday-school has
jogged the church. But it has not got the-con-
g;gltion out ot the old ruts yet: for whea
th@ children go up into the church they fall
suddenly mute. The congregation has not
learned to sing yet. Professor Tourjee and
his abettors have been stirring up the New
England cbarches, and we may look for great
improvement. Some of the first churches in
New York and Philadelphia bave turned out
their artistic choirs, who would sing, as artis-
tic choirs are fatally prone to do, for the sake
of the music and not for the sake of Gevotion
and the praise of God, and have instituted con-
gregational sioging led by lFrecenwr of power
and skill. But these are only oases in the
desert, spots ef light where the sun breaks
through thick clouds. The people do not sing
yet, and they will not siog till the ministers
lead the way, and become not only preachers
but leaders ot worship.

The sermon in our Protestant churches bas
usurped to itself 8 monopoly of the service of
God's house. It bas taken up the best share
of the time. Let it do tbat; the evangelical
system, as opposed to the ritualistic. mast ele-
vate the teaching element. It ought to-do so.
But the sermon has not been content with

and the | being first; it seeks to be all. It has laid vios

lent hands on ‘the prayers, and turned them
into little sermons, in which God and the peo-
ple are alternately barangued. It has whittled
down the devotional reading of the Scriptures

'to a beggarly fragment ; in the second Sunday

and weekly services often omitted altogether.
It bas crowded the praise of the great congre-
gation off into the choir gallery, and absolved
the people , practically, from any share in car-
rying out the exhortation of the Spirit, ** Let
the people praise thee; let all the people
praise thee.”

There will be no sufficient remedy for all
this till the mirister thinks it worth while to

| without such a college in which to .frain our| restore to its due proportion this element of

worship.

What is needed is instruction. We exhort

! our people to pray; but how often do we urge

them to sing? Two-thirds of our people have
never thought of the singing of the church as a
duty ; or it they have, it has seemed but a tri-
fing thing. The general sentiment bas been,
if a man likes to sing, let him ; butif not, why,
then—are not the choir set apart for that?
There is no sense of reverence connected with
the singing. Men who would be shocked at
negligence and waadering thoughts and eyes
in the prayer, shut their books and give
themselves a recess when the hymn comes, So
they are mot concerned that the praise of the
church is offered, by proxy, by a quartette of
amateurs or professionals, who air their vanity
and degrade the solemn service by vocal antice
and tours de force in the organ loft. If the
minister's sermon is lame or tame, or the
prayers are cold and wandering, the congrega-
tion all feel it, and criticise or degplore. But
when the singing is thin, and without the spirit
and the nnderstanding approved by the apostle,
no one cares but some fastidious musical enthu-
sinst,~Lutheran Observer,

MR, BPURGEON ON HOME MISBSION,
WORK,

The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, at the meeting
of the Baptist. Home and Irish Missions,
said 1= v

1 belicve that great spoeches, though ex-
ceedingly nice, are a great waste of time on
these occasions. What we want is to know
what God is doing, and also to know what he
expects ns todo. Now, last night I had the
privilege of addressing a most enthusiastic
meeting at Exeter-ball—I think I never saw a
more enthusiastic meeting—of the United
Methodist Free Churches ; and I moved a reso-
lution which they gave me of so singular a
character that I caanot help beginning my
speech with it now. It ran like this: * That
seeing that there are so many calls upon our
mission committee, and so many of them have
to be declined on account of the lack of suit-
able men, this resolution pledges the meeting
to pray that the whole connexion may
be baptized. I stopped there, and I observed
by degrees that our friends saw the meaning
(laughter) —and then I went on to say—*‘ may
be baptized with the Holy Spirit, that many
men might come forward and say, ¢ Here am
I; send me.'" 1 told them I very much liked
the resolution so far as they let me go, and
could earnestly pray ‘it, but that when it con-
cluded with the baptism of the Holy Spirit, I
felt more earnest in joining in if. Whatever
we may do for the foreign mission (and we
cannot do too much) the home mission must
not be neglected. The old proverb says,—
¢ Charity begins at home.” 1f we want to
bless churches abroad, we must look mainly to
ourselves at home. We must be in earnest to
get the blessing, and trom us that blessing will
go to the utmost ends of the earth, Beloved,
though we have a British and Irish Baptist
Home Mission here, should not every church
be a home mission? Is not every chureh,
when it is rightly constituted, just that? We
bave got a vast mass of dead membership.
Our churches have a residuum of members who
are an impediment instead of glving belp; and
it is just there—where there is no service ren-
dered to the Lord—that there is & nest for dis-
satisfaction and all manner of evil. Quarrels
ot churches don't begin—at least I don't think
they do—with working people, with those that
are serving God ; and the mischiet, which bas
been chronic in some parts of our denomina-
tions, may be traceable, I think, to the number
of persons who are associated with us that are
not engaged in the service of the Lord. Have
we ever put it down as a rule that all members
should try to teach the Gospel in some form ?
Every young man ought to say, *‘ Have I any
justifiable reason why I should be exempted
trom preaching the Gospel?” 1 should like to
see it put so—not, ‘ Have I reason for not
entering the ministry ?” but, * Have I'a rea-
son for not preaching?” We ought to bave
a far larger staff ot preachers who, though
engaged in the ordinary business of life,
should make it their main business to preach
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I propose to
have a committee of the church to see to our
young men who are exempted from preaching,
for there are numbers of them of great talent,
who are using that talent only in money-
making. I trust our dear friends in London
and in the larger towns, and in the smaller
towns too, will endeavour to maintain in good
vigour the Lav Preachers’ Association. 1
might have preached without it, but that aseo-
ciation in Cambridge offered me opportunities
of preaching every night in the week when I
first began to open my mouth for Christ, and I
found brethren who encouraged me, and I
think they were all the greater encouragement
to me because I don't think they preached
much better than I did, but very much on a
par with myself; and we did not mind talking
together, because we had not a solitary doctor
of divinity or even an ** M. A.” to criticise
us, and our pastor did not come to the month-
ly meetings, which- was quite as well, for we
there fraternally spoke to each other; and
some of my brethren ear-wigged me about my
oddities and eccentricities, and I was able to
ear-wig them about theirdulness and stupidity.
(Laughter.) 1 am sure that the Lay Preach-
ers’ Associationss assist ygung men very mate-
rially, and belp greatly to supply the pulpits
with those men who afterwaids will carry on
the work. We ought not to bave a single
church without a strong back (in proportion
to the number of the church) of preach-

ing men. I believe now the position of the
church and the demand of the Christian
world is such that, baving sent the best set ot
men to the front, as our German friends did in
the war, and baving sent the second best set of
men pext, we ought to go on until we bave
sent even our lame ones to the tront to fight
for Christ.—Referring to the subject of adult
baptism, the speaker ridiculed the idea of the
Baptists being ** absorbed.” He said: I ex-
pect to see the other denominations absorbed
into our denomination— (laughter)—and I in-
tend to work by God's belp, and I hope this
society will with something like that in view—
that the day shall come when all Christendom
shall say, |** One Lord, one faith. and one bap-
tism.” We are going on straight ahead, and
we mean to spread the Gospeli 1 have been
charged sometimes with belping to form a
church when there has been already an Inde-
pendent church in the town. Well I have done
so, and I mean to do it agaia. I have never
done so when there had been an earnest, lively
minister in the Independent place, and not
population enough for twe. Nor would 1. But
when I have seen a chapel and nobody in it,
and a most respectable and well-educated min-
ister the only occupier, or when I have seena
people driven out of the vanctuary because the
word was not conceived by them to be the Gos-
pel of Christ at all, T have come forward jand
belped them, When they bave said, ** We are
ready to be baptized, because on looking
through the Scriptures we see it there,” 1 have
been willing to baptize them, and it I bave
sucked the life out of other chiurches, it was be -
caiise they bad not any life to suck out. As
Baptists, do, for goodness’ sake let us give up
give up all sorts of apologies for being Bap-
tists hencetorth and forever, (Applause.) Iam
surprised to bear the sort of joy with which the
Methodists own their clan, 1 bope to see the
same clan teeling among us-=as broad and Jib-
oral o feeling as possible ; for we are Christians
and bave an iatense and earnest sense of union
with each other. But, alter all, we are Bap-
tists, and on the whole—1 am not certain—but
1 think 1 would rather of the two be callod »
Baptist than & Christian now, beeause there is
soct that call themeelvds Christians that I do
not belong to at all—who seem to call them-
selves Christisns for this reason, that they be-
lieve they are the only people who are Chris- -
tians. I desire to live that everybody may
know that I am a Christian; whether they call
me 50 or not ; and then, by way of distinction,
if men like to call me a Baptist I shall not be
ashamed of it. I bave been a Baptist for I
bave baptized seven or eight thousand persons,
so that I am not only a baptized person, but &
Baptist ; and I desire to be so as long as 1 bave
the health and strength.

FAMILY RELIGION.

The religion of Christ is designed for man as
a man, and theretore is adapted to all the rela-
tions and conditions of life. Its claims are
strong, but always just and right, and by yield-
ing to them the noblest ends of our earthly
existence can be answered. A community gov-
erned fully by the principles and precepts of
Christianity, would exhibit the highest type of
enjoyment. In such a community the interests
and rights of every one would be consulted
and guarded, and strict honesty would be seen
in every department ot business, and integrity
would control and dignify every profession or
calling. But such a commnonity is nowhere to
be found on earth, It is as yet only something
which is imaginary, but possible ; sométhing to
be hoped for, parhaps realized, as we advance
nearer to the period of millenial glory. In
order for its realization, however, there mnst
be more time and attention given to the culti-
vation of the moral and religious sentiment in
the family. We estimate highly the regular
public services for religious instruction and
culture upon the Sabbath, the sermons, the
study of the Scriptures in the Sunday-school,
the meetings for prayer and praise, but nove of -
these, nor all of these can answer as a substi-
tute for family religion. The relation of
parents to their children is different from all
other relations. Religious instruction and
iofluence at bome is also different trom all
others. The words of a pious father, the
entreaties and persuasions of a godly mother,
how they affect the minds of their children,
and how permanently and powerfully they
operate in moulding character, in restraining
trom vice, in impelling to deeds of virtue in
furure years. Parents do not always see the
immediate cffects or fruits of the seed thus
sown, for in this case, as in others, the fruits
are not generally apparent, till a period after
the sowing ; but they will appear ia due time,
and the barvest will be glorious and abuadant.
Faithtul and tender parental instruction perse-
veringly given, and patiently, prayerfully
watched, will not be in vain. Time given
regularly, systematieally, to this duty will not
be lost. The harvest will not all be gathered
during the life-time of the parcats, but it will
be gathered. In this busy age, when the acti-
vities of men are so constantly employed in
worldly things, and the hours of the Sabbath
are so crowded with public religious services,
we think the tendency is to neglect the cultiva-
tion ot frmily religion and to transfer the res-
ponsibility ot parental instruction and influ-
ence to the Sunday-school teacher.

Now this cannot be done with any degree ot
safety. The labors of the Sunday school teach-
er are valuable, and should be superadded to-
parental instruction, but mot considered as
superseding it. The period in which parents
bave their children under their immediate influ-
ence is brief, and the opportunities of that
period should be improved. Then tbe minds
of the children are peculiarly susceptible, and
parents have a power over them for good which
they haye at no other period. No pressure of
business, no pleas of disinclination or inability
should be allowed to interfese with the sacred
obligation of parents to cultivate religion in the
family with parental tenderness and fidelity. —
Zion's Advocate, '
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