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AN ANTIDOTE TO RENAN
A generation ago a high master of

style, an artist in words wrote the |

Life of Jesus, It created a tremen-

dous sensation and was widely read

in the original and in many transla-
tions. ‘‘ Renan,” writes

Barry, h

deference

Canon
‘seemed to a supreme
for but he was
always subject to his own mood, he
delighted in giving forth his volatile
impressions and found that
supplied him with dramatic interest
which, in a long life of study and
writing, he never exhausted. In
short, that which had been taught
him as dogma became
and for such a one as he literature
was always touched
glow shining on the
tain history. By the

mood had become to him habitual
he discovered the secret of a golden
style which has fascinated the
world, and ed its descriptive
and dissolving power to the Central
Figure of
Jesus Christ.”’

ave

facts,

these

literature,

with a Celtic

mists of uncer-

time that this

annl
a appi

nity,

religion and huma

for
ordained.

Renan educated the
priesthood, but never In
his '* Heralds of Revolt” Dr. Barry |
thus writes of the

‘“When the Romans besieged an |
enemy city they called on the
tutelar gods to leave it and follow |
them to the Roman Capitol. This
unhappy fugitive from the Chris-
tian altar busy with like
incantation. He had decided to
make the Prophet of Nazareth an |
U’h'
revolt |
cause

was

rist

ex-demi

was a

had set
example—a free spirit
against the Hierarch;

to be severed from |
that of the Church and to be identi

fied with revolution. Who should |
seize this flag was now the question.
A Jesus would be |
ruin to that
rested on faith on God. was
undoubtedly the at issue.
The supernatural would be
quished if Jesus was
enemy’s camp.”’

idealist who him
in
The

of Jesus was

merely human

all possible creeds
That
stake
van-

f the |

leit 1n
And in the current ** Dublin”’ the |
veteran English author
on the same subject : [
“lI am far from denying |
Renan has bent the knee to Jesus, |
but in so doing he has struck Him |
on the face with a reed. That ‘
|

?

|

continues

that

astonishing epilogue which crowns
the ‘' Life of Jesus’ cannot soen be
forgotten ; it will do both good and
harm for many an age in store:
‘Thou,” he exclaims, ‘art destined
to the corner-stone of
humanity in such wise that to tear
Thy n from this world be to
shake it to its foundations. What-
ever be the unexpected events of
the future Jesus will never be sur-
passed. His worship will renew its
youth unceasingly. His legend will
call forth tears without end. His |
suffering will touch the best of
hearts ; all ages will proclaim that
among the sons of men a greater
was never born than The
incantation is now complete, and
victory seems sure. The God
dued follows his captor to the

become

ame

Jesus.’

sub- |
new
temple, where he will be worshipped |
as a man who never was a God.”

1
1
i
|

It is a little
since Renan died.

over thirty years
No longer do his
honeyed blasphemies excite horror
or even surprise. They have be
come commonplace. From ‘‘Chris-
tian”’ pulpits and of
Modern Churchmen the same praise
of Jesus as the greatest of men con-
tains the same denial, now oftener
open than implied, that Jesus is the
Eternal Son of God.

congresses

| this book wrote
the melancholy life of a man who |

| write this book about
seems to him insuflicient expiation |
All this Papini tells |

| Him

| and to the dogmas of

Comes Giovanni Papini ““who
always from his childhood felt a
repulsion for all recognized forms
of religious faith, and for all
churches, and for all forms of spir-
itual vassalage and who drew
near to Christ’”’ and loved Him with
a great and passionate love. He
feels impelled irresistibly to make
known to the world the Truth, the
Beauty and the Peace that have
come to him. “‘Some years ago,”
he tells us himself, ““the author of
another to describe

wished for a moment to become
God. Now in the maturity of his
years and of his consciousness he
has tried to write the life of a God

| who made Himself man,

he who writes affronted Christ as
And yet scarcely six years after-
wards ( but six years of great tra
and devastation
within his heart

without and
after long months

3
vaill

interrupted another work begun
many years ago, and almost as if
urged and forced by
stronger than himself, he began to
Christ

a
a

power
which

of his guilt.”
us of himself in the Introduction to

the Life of Christ. And he adds,

“It has often happened to Christ |

that He has been more tenaciously
loved by the very men who hated
at first. Hate i
only imperfect and unconscious
love : and in any case it is a better
foundation for than
ence,”

Like Renan, Papini is great
master of style, and artist in lan-
guage, and, fortunately for
world, is as eagerly read. The Eng-
lish edition before us is the seventh.
The first, second and third printings
came from the press in March, 1923,
the fourth, fifth and sixth in April
and the seventh in May, 1923,

8 sometimes

love indiffer-

a

A correspondent, charmed with
the Life and fired with new love for
Christ by the reading, writes to
urge us to continue to keep it before
the attention of Catholics he
sadly admits, hay
selves slower than non-Catholics

of

who,

shown them-
in
this

appreciation remarkable

)

As we pointed out before some of
of the work might repel
Catholics. We therefore subjoin
these paragraphs from the author’s

own Introduction :

reviews

8

has tried to avoid the
of erudite criticism on
one hand, he has no pretensions, on
the other, of going too deeply into
the mysteries of theology. He
approached Jesus with the simple-
heartedness of longing and of love,

“Just as he

)
thorns

has

just as during His life-time He was |

approached by the fishermen of
Capernaum, who were, fortunately
for them, even more ignorant than
the author. Holding loyally to
the words of the orthodox Gospels
the Catholic
to

Church, he has tried re present

| those dogmas and those words in

unusual ways, in a style violent
with contrasts and with fore-
shortening, colored with crude and

vividly felt words, to see if he could |

startle modern souls used to highly
colored into the
truth.”

To answer fully an ecriticism
already called to our attention it
will be sufficient to
paragraph. (In the
the author speaks
person.)

error,

seeing

quote this
Introduction
in the third

‘“He must warn the reader that
he refrained from developing the
episodes where the Virgin Mother
appears, in order not to lengthen
too greatly a book already long,
and especially because of the
difficulty of showing by
allusions all the rich wealth
religious beauty which in
figure of Mary. Anoither volume
would be necessary for that, and
the writer is tempted to try if God
grants him life and sight to ‘say of
her what never said
woman,’

of

8

was of any

It would

of this epoch-making ‘“‘Life of
Christ.” Renan has had his day—
and his harvest. Unbelievers hailed
him as a prophet and spread his
fame. Shall we the household
of the faith show that
indifference—which Papini whips
with scorn—when a greater than
Renan uses his gifts of eloquence
and artistry not on the side of
revolt and treason, but in the
sacred cause of Christ the Son of

H:

| seientifie
few men before him have ever done. |

! understands his art,
of agitated meditations, he suddenly !

the |

control of a regional ¢

the |

{ was passed, the Assembly

passing |

the |

be grave reproach to |
our Catholic readers if they failed |
to read and to extend the influence |

fatal |

the living God who was made man
for our sake.

Here is the ideal Life of Christ
that Papini pictured to himself :

“The book we need is a living
book to make Christ more living,
to set Christ the Ever.Living with
loving vividness before the eyes of
living men, to make us feel Him as
actually and eternally present in
our lives, We need a book
which would show in that tragic
epie, written by both Heaven and
earth, the many teachings suited to
us, suited to our time and to our
life. A book written by a
layman for laymen who not
super-

are
Christians or who are only

| ficially Christians, a book without
| the
““In those proud and feverish days |

affectations of professional
piety and without the insipidity of
literature, called ‘scien-
tific’ only it perpetually
fears to make the slightest affirma-
tion. A book, in short, written by
a modern writer who respects and

because

to hold th
hostile.”

attention even of the

The verdict of the s readers
in many languages is that (
Papini has

riovanni

drawing

near the ideal he set for himself
Are you interested

succeeded in

SAUCE FOR THE GANDER
In the Six-County area of Ulster
the Education Act of the new
Parliament proved quite unsatis-
factory to Catholics. It
management of the schools and the
appointment of
hands of regional committees
stipulates that the
denomination of the teacher is not
taken into
appointment of
matter of religious
under the

teachers in the
and
re

glous

to be account in the
teachers.
instruction is
control of these
education authorities. If
the schools are to the
to
the full all the financial advantages
of Act, including the payment
of the teachers from a Parliament-
ary Education Fund. refuse to
transfer is to forfeit all or al t
all Moreover,
Catholics who built their own schools
and paid for them, may be
for yther

when needed in the area

aisoc
regional
transferred
regional committees they

enjoy

the

mos
these advantages.
taxed
the building of schools
under the
ymmittee.

The Irish Presbyterian
Assembly, meeting recently in
Belfast, seems to have discovered
that the hot sauce intended for the
Catholic goose may be served also
to the Protestant gander.

In a resolution which, with others,

General

asserted
have
i

and the

‘“that the objection to

appointment of teachers

management of schools in the hands |

of education and regional com
mittees is greatly accentuated when
the population of regional areas is
predominantly Roman Catho
especially in view of the
intention of the authorities of
Roman Church
transfer under
Catholic management, and also
because the religious denomination
of the teacher not to be taken

lie,

the
Catholie not

\‘x'}'}lv:!l&i

18

into account in making the appoint- |

ment.

In the judgment of the
Assembly the safeguards provided

in the Act are entirely inadequate

to secure the appointment of suit-

able teachers in schools now under |

Protestant management in predom-
inantly Roman Catholic areas should
they be transferred to the manage-
ment of regional committees.”

The general effect of the resolu-

| tions adopted was that there should
| be no transfer of schools until the

present owners and managers were

| convinced that such transfer would
| promote

the best interests of the
children ; and that an amending
Bill should give the power to
committees of parents and trustees
to appoint the teachers and manage
the schools.

The debate was quite warm and
the staunch Presbyterians
pressed themselves in very much
the same terms as those used by the
Most Rev. Dr. McRory when he
voiced the Catholic objections to
the Education Act.

Rev. Dr. Strahan, ex-Moderator
of Assembly, declared that, so far

ex-

as he could judge, the great boon |

for which they had so longed had
come to them vitiated. It was like
a ring which contained a secret
poison that might be fatal to the
very best life of the community.

| The whole benefit of the Bill was

made to hinge on the tl'gtn-‘fvr of
the schools, which would mean the
surrender of control. They did not

lnhjo('t to that so long as the trust

THE CATHOLIC R

and knows how |

places the

The |

the |

declared |

to |

Roman |

was safe. To him the trust was the
spiritual welfare of the child. No
man had a right to be appointed to
a gchool in whom the parents of the
child had no confidence.

Now in all this the Catholic bishop
and the Presbyterian ex-Moderator
would agree perfectly, The most
precious thing in education is “‘the
spiritual welfare of the child.”
That the Catholic Church has
always maintained and cver will
maintain. Seeing the possibility of
a Catholic being appointed to teach
Presbyterian children the ex.
moderator makes the eminently
| reasonable statement that
had a right to be
school in
the child

appointed to a
the parents of
no i

whom

have confidence,

|

"“'no man |

The difference is jyst this ; Catho- |

lics, while conceding the right and
duty of the State in matters educa-
tional, assert as a principle based
on natural right, the paramount
right, duty and responsibility of the
parents to determine what is in the
best interest of ‘“‘the spiritual wel-
| fare of the child.” The Church has
the of
the State on this

parents

| ever resisted encroachment
natural right ¢
The ex-Moderator and his
| associates, apparently, assert this
principle because of particular con-
crete conditions. A principle should
| be of universal application. And
| the Catholie position in Six
Counties should had the
| support of all who believe the
principle asserted or implied by the
Irish Presbyterian Assembly.

Dr. Strahan, the ex-Moderator, is
further reported as ng: The
teacher sent down might be a Jew, a
secularist, or a Roman Catholic, or
| something

the
have
in

say

else, and religious
| struction would have to go.

Not only in the bhorder
in South Down,
managh, and ']
committees would be predominant-

Catholies,

n-

areas, but
Armagh, Fer-
yrone, the regional

[ ly Roman would
have the arrangement of schools.
Was it fair that the N
Goyvernm should place th
testant people in the mixed areas i
such a position—und
that would tear their flesh
).””)  They had expected better o
the Northern G
f that they
their schools—which
| turning over of the
| another Chureh. It great
wrong that had been perpetrated to
| compel men to pay a rate, and
| get the benefit of that
place their children under a
ent authority.
He d nd
people for whom he spoke along the
border wanted to b
| they were not t
this
altere
1t.

It is not ¢ that
Presbyterian diyine

who

nt
nt

a
vernment
sould no
meant
property

was

f

Ir

a

to
to

rate

wanted to be loyal, a the

loyal, and if

must

nd th

pact be

very

d, poison taken out of

*lear eminent
in his indigna-
tion at the prospect of Protestant
schools being placed under Catholie
control had any sympathy for Cath-
olics

t}
e

similarly placed, n
| indignation over the fact that in
many of the Counties
just great wrong
perpetrated’’ on Catholics.

Referring to Archbishop Hughes
| Brownson wrote : ‘‘He asked only
| justice and equality, and
and equality to Catholics mean, in
| the minds of non-Catholics,
| political ascendancy
These non-Catholic countrymen of
ours 2annot believe that they stand
| on a footing of equality with Cath-
olics unless they have the power to
govern and oppress them.
are equal only when they
superior.’’

)T any
parts Six

such ‘“‘a

are

The governing consideration with
powers that be in Northeast Ulster
seems to be to destroy the religious

| them, theoretically at least, non-
denominational. This would seem
unobjectionable, even praiseworth

if ic resulted in bringing Catholic
schools under Protestant
But it is monstrous when it brings
Protestant schools
control. The
educationy of

secularization of
which Lord London
derry and his colleagues
enamoured, is mething that
Canada and the United States has
weighed in the balance of
experience and found wanting. The
more thoughtful amongst educa-
tionists openly condemn the divorce
of religion and education, and are
seeking some means more adequate
than the church and the Sunday
school to supplement the education
of the schools on the religious side.
| Protestants and Catholics of North-
east Ulster might well get together
and some plan by which
religion would retain its place in
their new school system.

are

1)\‘( n

devise

be greatly abused |

much |

| &

| 1&W
| for

|
Justice |
the |

of Catholies. |

{ by ties of blood.
| children ;

They |

character of the schools, to make |
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CHARITY THE WORLD'S
GREAT NEED
By Tue Opserver

The love of our neighbor which is

commanded by God is something |

more than a mere feeling of affec-
tion for our neighbor. We have
heard a great deal in recent years
about service. Writers have filled
books and papers with it: and it
has been the main stock-in-trade of
speakers who have no-clear theory

or doetrine to set forth and who are |

therefore driven to glittering and
often meaningless generalities.
Teachers have talked to uncompre-
hlndim.: school

’
1ce,

of “‘serv-
without emphasizing the prin-
ciples of obedience to law, moral
and civil, and have therefore done
but little to strengthen the charac-
ters of those
struct.

children

they sought to in-

Usually this
much talked , turns when
examined, to be no more than mers
physical or material help of on
sort another ; material better
ment which has in it little or noth-
ing to the morals or the
chances of saving the soul Many
of have given most
heavily of their means to build or
have

“*service’’ that is so

of out,

or
i"]h’ Ve
those who

endow colleges or hospitals
little or no charity in them ; a fact
which is proved by their conduct
towards their fellow men in ever
day life, i8 the love of the
neighbor for God’ ke and accord
ing to His Law. Charity i
subject to God’s Law.

a

Charity

always

to be exercised by rules and is not a
matter in which every man is free
to pick and choose a co

himself

mmercial

rse entirely

for himself and |

When a ¢ financial

r extorts a great fortune from

1i8 neighbors by sharp prac
fraud he imagine

charitable

or

ice and
may
man b
a [
to the of
'Vr {hl‘ “',‘j
> surprised if told

art

uses mercy and

relief poor would

that h

no
sitively no Christian Charity
Chs

fr

him. But where is the rity

of Christ
the

ina m
the hug
gives a pa

? Human

an wl m

publie of
which he
education
necessarily meritoriou

lit who murders

and

an e
the
him

ney

senger takes
from
wards gives that m

those who are in need

others away
or some
f relief
f human pity for
merited
Whether

for

it t
under an emotion ¢

their
from God

misery, has nothing

a man merits
re ‘»\'I!I"!

ri f
what hi
what his intentions were
remain a

relieved the

not,

having

mise others or

on 8 motive was. Also on
Does h¢
robber at heart
train? Is h
another bank ? Is he
ved to form a fraudulent com
to induce

to put their money into some

to rob another

1
ng to loot
res(
pany and

people

insuspecting

of |

depends |

Is he |

| fact can be required to prove that I CATHOLIC ACTIVI"

Christ required something besides
mere human pity when He bade us
) all to love one another ?

When Christ said: “‘Thou shalt
[ love thy neighbor as thyself,”” He
| meant a great deal
covered by mere

more than is
donations and

mere relieving of human misery |

vthmu;.:h mere human motives and
emotions. He made it plain that if
we love only those
have

who love us, we
to look for
reward, since those who do not pre-
tend to be His do that
much. “ Do not even the publicans
th We o
affection to a very high degree, and
yet be little better than the pagans
Human &ffection is not wholly the
possession of Chr
nothing in mere

no right any

followers

may sess human

tians
human
mere human pity that deserves
lasting reward. We

with human love, ¢ Spec

There is

love or in

an

ever love people

if they
friends ;

ally
kinsfolk
ndly,
mpathy for those
d suffer

| them or

and we
a good deal of

who

ar K
are ir
But in such cages

1 hard
ar
1 sympathiz

m either for their
ur own
God another

thing and

That i

a
better and higher
Christian Charity
We have not Charity ur
for God’s sake ;

‘

thing

s we
we
) this shall men
are My disciples, if

ther

are true

know that you
you love one an
Eve ryone
at the bodie
respect not m
il that
but

receptacles

is d We
dead with
» they a
forms
they were
rtal

ated with respect for-

God.

rely re
{s left we

pDecause
for
tre
only

Knew the

imm souls.
Gravyes are
ever, not
bodies of our fr
into dust the:

that are

because the dead

nds ulder

ng
the
ng

bodi

1nt

forgive
injur

even

love

not deperd on our choi

f persons

ve ; it is a duty imposed by God

and binds us the same in regard'to

We

as much in the case

God’s creatur
or God
s creatures as in the
I'here is not any
| God made
thcy all be

v Son to

H

oss f

aile

on the ( all

Kinsfolk

and strangers ar same to us

lischarg juty : we

God

fake scheme to their certain or very |

g8 7 , where is hi
In what ms

h the Charity

probable fs

lc
Charity
Only a Charity «
name and for His sake and under His
can have any claim
”\‘ loes not
books of Heaven

to enter up our own credits at
We must

reward. allow

to keep the

a
us
and

our own prices, submit

to His will and lay our offerings |

at His feet. We have
love for those who are |

a natural
ound to us
brothers their sisters ;
near relatives those who are closely
related to them. We love our
friends and our benefactors, some-

times at least, and we ought always |

to do

S0.

those who are admirable for their |
good qualities ; who are brave or |

generous or kind hearted or wise.

| All this affection fs good and runs

control. |

under Catholic |

in |

in the direction of obeying God’s
commandment to love one another ;
for it disposes the
Charity He has commanded and
makes it easy for us to
that Charity. But it must not be
forgotten that these natural feel-
ings are entertained by people who
have never heard the Name of God,
much of His commandment
to love one another. That fact

in itself enough to show that some
thing more is required to mark and
distinguish a Christian.
the in which it 80 much
talked of today as a cure-all, and

us towards

practice

less

18

Service in
gense is

an off-set or contra-balance to all |

the evil that' a man may do, was
practiced by the ancient pagans,
and is practiced by the savages of
the darkest regions of the world :
not freely or so fully we
practice it, but practiced never-
theless ; and what more than that

80 as

y

ercised in His |

on Him |

Parencs love their |

We are inclined to love |

not take

pleasure

the
th\

all

1e amoun n

company or » conversation of

persons

those
mmon

* must

r all persons
nts I

‘\\ i" ‘)'Ai
forgiving to al

well

wish

to all, an all, and

K 1T arts 1re fror

| feelings of hatr
keep free of preju

ep any
, and

d dislike

iice and do unto |
hat they

we

wish t
d so carry
Christ to let
are His dis-
we are

| all as would
should do to us

out the injunction of
that
that
yve one another.

we

an

the world se« we i
ciples, proving such |

1

| because we I«
\'\.\‘ .‘:“\"

just to one another.

[
must be
This is the |
point he doctrine of |
Charity as taught by Christ and the

the
day, ‘

Charity |
mean by |

said that we

at which
doctrine of service as
worldlings ¢ the
an go apart.
Il that they
but the service they speak

of does not amount to Charity,

taught by
i present
geparate i
includes a
service ;
as
taught by Chris |
The worldling who :
of al

talks of service

ur

conceives nan relationship in
which a man may do pretty much as
h

the

likes if he doe yme |
the
ment of humanit

He
Charity.
]m({_\ to
Charity.

g thin

material

28 for
relief on etter-
or for education. |
that
might

may do all and
He

burned

1t have

deliver his
and not

be have |

When the day of death comes, we | A

are still only the poor little grain of ‘

wheat, ready to be buried that all |
| the potencies of its being may at
last reach their fruition.—Arch-
bishop Keane.

| of American nati

| Holy Father's letter

| their fellc

| ing new
| the apost

| that Ch

| ten in the past thirty years
| during the
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IN AUSTRIA

VITALITY OF CHURCH SHOWN
AT GREAT GATHERING OF
100,000 CATHOLICS
By Dr. r

Vienna Corre

Frederick Funde

pondent N, (

W.(

Vienna, July 16,—~Proselytizing
activities of Protestant sects in
Austria under the pretence of
rendering material assistance to the
needy, were denounced in & letter
from Pope Pius XI., read at the
great “Catholic Day” meeting
attended by n than 400,000 per-
sons here. Specific mention. was
made of the activities of sectaries

re

nality
t

Referring t«
of the past few year

sec in activ
1stria
read in
people are endeay
their might to d¢
false doctrines the
w-citi They
all sorts of terrorist meas
for( the latter
Church. Their
implant eialis
all its pernicious
public institu
the schoo

1ties
, the
part

oring
by
Faith of
try, |

s1n £

“These
with all
their

itroy

Zens.,

Q ¢

doetrin
influer
ns, particula

faitl
teachers
wh 1¢
Inexperience 1, take
antag ressful condi-
A e e to them
into their yn ugh
the stowal of material |
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