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CHAPIER XXIIL

HORATIO LEIGHTON TAKES A STEP
FORWARD

Our western friends have been
negleoted ; we shall f rget that they
bhave been, unless we bring them
batore us anew.

loglewood had put or the charms
of home ; the forest was being cleared,
and cultured flelds were growing rich
with banuty, and cultivated people
were slowly finding out the country-
seat. The growth cof the town was
like that of many western cities
quite marvellous,

Horatio Leighton, in this rising
town, was a rieing man; he bad
already been chpeen to the Siate
Loagislature from the disiriet where
he lived, and his name epoken of for
the coffive of State Attorney, and
finally he was selected and duly
placed in that cffice. This was the |
gigaal for which he bad waited ; with ‘
this pesition came bravery. Pangs |
ot jealousy had sometimes made him
despernte, and the long absences
from Athlacca which musl necessarily
follow his sdvancement, could not
ba borne till matters were h".t][}l‘
with his well-beloved. Silll in hie |
inmos) eoul he knew Marion g0 well, ]
that he was aesured he had nothing |
tofz2ar from Doctor Nelson. Heknew
that the uoknown Lifs of a country \
doctor could have no attraction f()r1
one whose ambition was continually |
nerving him op, and who had often
extolled his venturesome forth put
ting nature, as the ground work
succees. He had u_.r_,vf. 8
height already for a r his ye
and what woull be not aim wuf, if
only he could in the end lay all hi
honors &l feet! The day after ‘
the news of slection
t y young mat
flus to Ingle. |
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thouzh be occasionally
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matter today. Ah!
wan it will taks
eolitary will to
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Dactor Nelson with |
rrang ng bapners and pic. |
tures for the Femst ol the Sacred |
Heart. Shelockedvu ;“nn"mdlvfnmu
ber work, as he ¢pike of a drive, and |
expressed a reluctance to go at all

but if she went ber prefsrence was |
for a ride. Forthwith horses we;u?
gaddled and ot the door, although it
was with difficulty Leighton cc mln‘
hide his disappointment at the |
change. Marion was still exacting, |
wondering that he could have ordered

that ugly pony for her. But Ps n 1us |
stumbles,” psrsisted Leighton, " and |

your father has ridden away on Meg,” |
bhe added, holding the bridle of the |
pony, and giving her his band to|
mount,

What matter it he does etumble,”
ehe said; " over thess horrid flat|
ronde there is no danger.” |

"But we will go through the
timber, and over the bluff it you like,
nnd gat away irom these flat roads.”
Marion pouted and held back. * l
wonld do any thipng to please you,”
he eaid in » whisper ; " any thing but ‘
put you in danger.”” As hespoks, Dr. !
Nslson appeared, leading the cen. |
sured horse, for at the first intimation |
of the yoang girl's wishes he had lafé |
the company for this purpose. “

“Thank you, Dr. Nelson, you are |
very kind,” she eaid, beaming upon |
him with one of her sweetest smiles; |
* won't you help me to mount ?" |

She kissed her hand to himg in|!
parting, and the two drove down the |
road, one quite crasifallen. The phy-
gician watched the path \nth eager |
interest long afier they were oust of |
gight, till recalied by Sobriety, \\h()‘
came flashing by the verandah where ‘
he stood. " Thar a good pisce away, |
nigh out of sight I xeckon,” she re.
marked. He went into the house in
some confugion. " Pocr Doctor,
goliloguized the girl, “ now he's pow
erful took with Miss Mg b
there aint no kinder use, she'd wear
the lile out on him, I reckon.”

The object of her solicitude
entively agree with her, but came
suddenly to the conclusion thal be
would oconflde this matter to his
friend, Mr, Benton. It could do no |
harm, and hs was too honorable and
too conscientious to take etep
toward the damghter without the
sanctiod of the fasher. It wae a grict
to Mr. Banton to hear this mnanly,
straightforward, humbie "confession |
of love, from the lips of a man whom |
he felt was worthy to be the husband
of any womean ; and when the Doctor
regretted that he could offer nothing
but an honest heart, and a desire to
work at his profession with all his
might, till he could make Marion a
hsme, the fathex at once assursd him
that neither he nor Mrs. Benton
would seek wealth or position for the
child, and that he had their unquali-
flead respsct and esteem, but they
couid not urge her to accept any man
a8 & husband, without the firet
requisite — affection. Of that he
could not speak with certainty ; as
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matters were, he thought a few quiet
days of waiting would, in the end,

‘spare Ds, Nelson's feslings ; and with

this the young man was obliged to bs
satiefled,

The gilence with which Marion and
Leighton commenced their ride, so
unlike their usumnl gay chattering,
seemed to the young man's heart
ominous of evil. It was a delightful
June morning, the tender verdure of
the forest, the sofé hazy clouds floas-
ing acroses the serens sky, were sug-
gestive only of peace : but the perfec-
tion of inward peace rested pol on
Marion's brow, she locksd and felt
exoeedingly unamiible. The horse
on which she rode had, sccording to
Leighton's prophecy, twice tripped,
but she held the bridle rein very
tight, and assured herself there was
no danger. 21U« a

You are offended with me, Mies
Marion ?" ventured young Leighton,
wearied with the short apswers and
unconcerned tone of his companione.

No,” she roplied, onrelessly;
" nothing so serious as that ; but you
ought to kaow by this time that I
don't like to be crossed in
mattere.”

" Péerhape I am foolishly carefal,
he said, as il to excuse himself, at the
game time reinin g his horse ts kesp
pear her gide; " but you
would not croes you, except there
were danger, and you muss let me lead
your horee down this steep bluft.”
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| the bluoff \Ix i discovered, ax
the yourg green of a maple, a young
| honeysuckle, wreathing icn golden
colored flowers around the trux
among th hluuLb 8. alte
attention r
flower a I.‘.:‘.L\ but she
wise to restore m more amica
of feeling ; she was somewhat sorry
for her proud epeech, it would be dit
ficult to say whickh motive influenced
her the more, but ghe exslaimed, as

our
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t to herself, ic o tone of disappoint- |

ment, pointing to the branch, 0O
how beautiful! I saw one like it last
gFummer, nud this is out of reach,
that was.

Without & rep'y, quick az thought
Leighton was under the tree, it was
6till out of reach ; but he stocd upon
his saddle at the imminent risk of
his neck, and brought away a long
wreath of the sunny flowers with his
riding-whip. The cloud was brcken
up by aci of gallantry, and
Marion smiled swestly, havging the
festoon gracefully over her hat,

" Scentlese, like all
but quite bril
liant,” she said, forgetting the tight
rein while arranging the \\tt’&ub
Down went Primue, ploughing wi
| hie knees and neck quite a furrow m
the de2scent, throwing Marion entirely
over his head. Her foot was loos
ened from the stirr but her drees
caught by the pommaei of the saddle,
preventing her escape. In a moment
Leighton wes on the neck of the
horse, preseiog his weight upon the
fallen animal, whila he extricated
her dredf, and with his help she soon
limped to & moss-covered log by the
roadside. "' I am not hurt,” she said,
in answer to bis p‘ead.l.g look and
| anxious querizs, “but essentially
frightened. Aren't you sorry I did
not break my neck?’ she added,
looking up archly through the tears
that had started into her eyes after
the first fright; “but yon don’t lack a
she continued, lay-
ber hand on his arm. Leighton
clasped the delicate flngers within

this

| hie, and bending over her, whispered |
words thas caused her to look away, |
1 with a conseious blush |

and suffused
tbe oheek which n moment
1 been blanched with fear. He sat
6t her feet on the soft turt and urged
his suit, telling ber with all the vehe-
whet he would
do for her gake. It was the firat tale

f love o which Marion bad listened,
but even then she was meaeuriog his

vhilitiea,

betore

Hea would win a name,” he said,

e neame that should be honored in
the whola country, and ehe must help
bim drooping eyes and soft.
ened tone betrayed the fact that her
bheart was noy untouched, but she
held back from giving tho assarance
of herlove with her lips, “ Horatio,”
she said, after a pnuse of terrible
length o him, “ I do not think you
ought to talk of marrisge, your
mother, sister and brothers depend
ent upon your exertions.”

“Trust me, dearest,’ he replied
quickly ; “ in a few years I will show
you what I can do, and my brothers
will be old enough very soon to cnre
for themselvee.”

"I think we had better wait,” said
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Marion, quite decidedly; "
engagements.”’

“Bat I should lose all stimulus for
exertion it 1 could not have your
smile and voice to urge me on; I
cannot go forward unlees I can some-
times come to you as my own, and
rest my weary soul in your love and
confidence. I ehould never try for a
name for my mother or sister, they
would hardly care whether I gained
position or no; but for you as my
own, I could move heaven and earth
to win distinction.”

Marion listened with a plenzed ear ;
it was charming to think that the
one she really loved in her heart ot
hearte was rendy to etrive for that
which to ber was all, and that be
would seek honor, and wesalth, and
fame, only because of her., She would
be his tower of strength before all ;
and her father had often prophesied
that Leighton would be a great
statesman ; already he was high in
offize, no long time would elapee
before he would be in Congress, and
then! Her first desire was to be
somebody, and to her republican
tastes, what could be a more enviable
position than the lady cf one of the
rhaps—but
we will not tell all the Deaming vis
ione that darted through her :zupiring
mind. Her lover pleaded nobly

I hate long

after many arguments and ques Amna |

on har poart,

gusting to a simple, romantic gir)

who was eo old-fashioned as to think

that love, aftor all, was the great
desideratum in guch an affair, Marion |

was induced to give her congent that |
and |

her father should be consultad,
the matter left with him
Many of tha bright hovrs of that
sunny day epad by befora either of |
them remembered that they woul
expected at home., The
gone to grazing,
found with but little delay;
ineisting on a change
the return, to which
objection. A few
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1680 hearta ti
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was ¢ surprised
eighton’y declarati he
marked the progress of events
wae quite correct in his imprees
a8 to the position ¢f both
this was why he had
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quietly wait.

had an undefis
end reluot €,
father called her ;'na next
and eaid, in a very gr
dauglter, Mr. Leighton
by your pert
Besnton arose
room. ‘' Lucy, my dear,” he
turning to his wite, "' I have nothi
to eny to Marion that you may 1
But the mother excus
the was distrustf of her

ar when he

worning,

today,

Mrs. l‘) leave

hersell ; ul

a littla distressed by

difference

her own example had been faulty.
Mr. Benton continued: " You
my sanction of yeur engagement; is
t €0, may child ¥’
Marion blushed
Not exactly, papa,” sha said gat
length ; "I thought perhapi: you
would think it best not to have any
poeitive engagement at present.”

A shade of doub$, mingled with a
little severity, crossed the
father at these worde,

and hesitated.

bat ke did
‘' Let there
be truth here,” ke said ot last;
“truth to yoursel?, and to one who
to be your nsarest friend.
There must be no trifling ; you have
known Mr. Leighton intimately for
many months ; you can have time, a
definite time—a week, a month—
longer il you wish, but after that
your conneotion with Mr., Leightou
must bs either an acknowledged en-
gagement, or he must be to you
simply & distant acquaintance.”
Marion was silent; here was a view
of the case she was hardly prepared
to receive, though in her henrt she
intended, il everything prospered as
she hoped it would, to marry Horatic
eventually. She had no wish to be
positively bound for the prasent, she
liked playing the gams of faet and
looge too well for that ; and besides,
1@ would prefer a loophole of re-
treat in case any thing should disap
peint her in her ambitious hopes con
cerning Lsighton ; and yst she loved
him ag well as half those who wed,
love the partnera to whom they have
promised to cling till death do part,
but she loved her own will and her
own advancemant first, She had
hoped her father would make somsa
little objeation, something that
ve her an opportunity to leave
mattors a8 they had been for the
last fow weeks; to feel that she
was bound to consult Leighton's
faselings in her daily conduct, es-
pacially in her intercourse with Dr,
Nelson, to yield her will to hie some-
times she did not relish these
thoughts. Her father knew her well ;
in the dsep recesses of his own spirit
be read her charvacter in the record
of his early and later life ; he saw her
probable course if she were lefd
unchecked ; he read her awbition,
her love of power, her delight in
triumph., After a silence o! some
moments he took from tha bo:k-
shelf a well worn manua! of devotion!
and turning to the service for the
sacroment of matrimony, he sald
speaking a little eadly, "My ochild,
hera isyour guide; if you can from
your heart respond to these vows and
promises and feel that you are
desirous at some futare day to enter
info themx with Horatio Leighton,
rememberiog always that matrimony
is a sacramenf, representing the
union of Christ and his Church,
nof a tie to be put off and not a pleas-
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that would be quite dis- |

| poverty,’'
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ure, then you have a right to en-
gege yourself, otherwiss you have
not. Your acquaintance with gentle-
men is quite limited, but it seems to
me there must be in the heart of the
woman who really loves, & distinotive
preference to all the world, known
or unknown. Confilde in me, my
daughter,” he added, drawing her
to his arme, "you shall not find
me gevere."

She rested her head upon his
neck. “"How can I promise to leave
you and mamma ?’ she whispered
through hgr tears.

“That 18 not to be oconsidered,
my ohild ; it is the couarse of nature
that children should go out from
their parents in this way, it is right
they should do so; you are the
only homa.deughter I have. I can
not tell you what it would be to par)
with you, but that must not influence
your decision in the least. The
only question ie, do you love Mr,
Leighton with a love that will besar
all the trials of lite ? Could you
bear with him poverty and dis-
grace ?” he added in o low voice,
pressing her hand. “Could you bear
for Horatio what your mother has
borne for me ?

Marion was qnite

overcome, dis

| grace was something she could not
and ‘
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have a morbid ad of
she contiuued, ushiog
and turning away from his esrnest
gezy, I feel that I am willing to

help Horatio with all my pe
@ what he can be, a v ealthy man,
honored and respected. His presor
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His daughter did not reply, a glow |
of satisfaction filled her heart at this
confirmation of her copinion of what
must be; ehe knew her father to
n maen of supsrior jadgment,
well p.eted in the
wWoYS the world, and his words
helped her to a Jecisior, for she saw
that there must be a decictive reply
to the great quett'on now pending.
The difference in faith did not weigh
with her, she coruzhed ¢l! misgivings
cn this p by the thoughat that
mixed marriages sre not
by the Catholic Church, though she
well knew that She refoces to sano
tion them by the nuptial benediction,
which She gives her
In less than
the engagement
the region of Athle
“0Old Cap"” the remark that ‘' he
allowed these thiogs would filler
that night on the prairie ; a young
chap’s hands don't ehake like Leigh
ton's did for nothin'.”
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Doctor Nelson bore his disappoint- |

ment likc « man, although he with
drew himsell at once
intimacy at lnyl"nuod, to the griel
of Mr. Benton hies wifa,
had become warmly atbached to the |
young man ; nevertheless the friend.
ship remained unbroken, and the
Doctor's lonsly log-cabin was often
brightened by visits from these, his
two beet friends; ; he called nowhere
himself, except In the way of his
vrofession, and at the study of his
pastor.

The poor child of suffsring, Alice
Leighton, during the autumn follow-
Marion's engagement, withount
any apparent cause, from what ap
peared to be almast an entire restor-
ation to health under Doctor Nelson's
treatment, sunk into the old reden-
ways, and made no effors to
heraell from the lsthargy
which crep$ over her, Her mother
in vain sought the ocause of this
change ; tha Dootor too was at fauls;
even Mrs. Benten wondered, as sha
saw her from day to day grow more
reserved to herself, whom she had
chose her confidant. She had

and

arouso

n for
for a loog time bien studying the
jeound of her faith, and was ap-
proaching that point where the
who'e cry of the soul ig, "' Lord, give
me light.,” Dootor Naleon having
been well-grounded in his fsith from
childhood, afforded her much help ;
but all at once she lefd consnlting
any person either phyeically or
gpirtaally, and shut herself up as it
were to her own thoughts.

Mre. Benton and the physician had
many times consulted together with
regesrd to this change, and were
making various efforts $o bring back
the pleasant smile and the warm
interest in matters about her, when
suddenly Mre. Benton was sum-
moned to her bedside.

TO BE CONTINUED

THE WANDERER'S
RETURN

S ——
By Rev. W, B, Hannon in The Missionary

After a sharp and frosty morning;
the cold san of the winter noon
found me sented in my little sitting
room before a cheexful fire,

The doorbell rang, Margaret, my
housekeeper, woent to attend it, and
after a ghort time she ushered into
the room & young man well known
to me, who lived in a distant village,
but who, with his widowed mother,
woae o regular attendant at church.
He informed me that a French gentle-
man required me ag soon as possible.

‘He bas lived in the mission for o
time, but i3 not known as a Catholie.
It is a long, sad story, Father,” said
he, "“"but you will get all the
particulars in due time.”

On the outskirts of a small village,
situated in a lively pastoral neighbor
hood, lived the subject of my sketch,
Ho dwelt in a picturesque cottage
near o gorge, surrounded by ivy
| mantled timber and underbrush., In
| rainy weather there was a rushing
and foamirg of the water, making its
| way in cagcades snd pools from the
nearest hill into the gulley. It was
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& beautiful prospsct to behold the
{
in various places by broken cloude,
and rendered still more iovely by the
| chequered appearance of the rip:ning
| tillage, and the variety of huee that
were observable along their wooded
eides. The interior of the cobtage
was no less interesting than the land
gcape that lay around it,
A bookcase, with the edges of the
\ shslves gilded, contained a consider
| able number of works of Freuch
| English aushore, and, etrange to esy,
quite an array of Latin books
theology. The residents were
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The vicar presented hi
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that he wag M. Le Cure and told her
master of the visibor
was pleased to think of su
| addition to bis parisb, whic
| mainly composed of yeomen,
| ancestors held the soil for
| tions.
The neighborhood

religion longer than mosi
| threugh the ancient far nl\ L‘
been the Catholic landlords
| sixty years ago. The ‘ulr(‘,l:
one of the gems of th

| century ond still reinined some
| glass and o chantry. In fact
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| plain communion table of Eiizabsth's |
altar |

be like what it was ere the Reformers |

tore down the altar,

a private regard for the sancient
| creed, although many abuses were
| 8aid to be perpetrated in ite name.

The new comer seemed to be a
{ man of education and travel and was
therefore a long-desired addition to
| the community. On the whole, ths
parish clergymen was pleased with
his vigit and looked for sp additioa
to his congregation, altiough the
stranger was noncemmittal as to his
religion.

Sunday passed and no sign of
new-oomers wag ssen in church,
the same wai said at
Bathel, The ladies
Sewing Circle,” led
hx'o arvanged to oall on th
lady of the cotéage. The yokels of
the parish would net have the hears
to refaee a contributien for church
charities to such & handsome lookiug
young lady

The visit was wall
Indies were sccoxdad a recap
tion by the strangsr. They manng
to glanee at the gurrsundinge w
the hostess was engaged catering to
their comfors, The floor was barnd
somely carpeted amd tha visitors
could not £ail # okssrvs on the walls
some MN water oolsxs, landeeapes
and a Madonna and Ckild by one of
.'hn old masters; alse a remarkable
pictura of a foreign looking imrv with
crinoline and the laces and ruffl«g ef
other days. They taiked ut the
charming landsceps and seensry, but
lamented the absence of the ges,
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