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BE'I'WEKN OURSELVES.

7E approach the end of another year, and

\ onee more our Party pulse-register awak

ens anxiety among our friends as to our

state of health. Once more, we say, because fears

for our wellbeing and hopes for our early demise

(as the case may be) have had their innings before,

and we are not unused to the diffieulties of hard
breathing. -

At this time, however, our party friends are
netably concerned as mueh over our seemingly here-
tical and allegedly death-bed utterances as over the
decline of our onee organized usefulness in this vale
of tears, and, tb avow the truth, it would appesar to
be as creditable as wonderful that after these many
vears we should still be able to extend intelleetual
hospitality to new ideas, or new interpretations of
old ideas, even though these are conceived and set
forth by folk of our-own party kin for whose eapa-
cities we have high regard.

We have reference, of course, to the family quar-
rels on doetrine that have been an ont.st‘ndmg fea-
ture of these pages for some time, particularly over
the past year. In what passes for our wisdom we
had held that they were bound to come, and we are
not so certain that they are bound to go, or that im-
mediately. ;

We are very well aware hopes have been ex-
pressed that soon the philosophical battle shall end

.80 that we may then endeavor to abandon eritieal
examination of each other’s Doint of view, thereupon
flag the man in the street and erave a word with
him. Which hope expressed simply asks compromise
among ourselves on doetrine and a yielding to the
insistent elaims of the atmosphere of every day prae-
tice. It is very likely a poor philosophieal gar-
ment to put on and quite likely nobody will alto-
gether commend its pattern, but this much appears
certain—if it fits it will be worn.

Likewise, while our writers, readers and party
members have been re-casting (or re-affirming) their
opinions, the query has been abroad - What is the
party point of view? Here it would appear to be
coneeived that a party point of view ear exist out-
side the membership of the party in Juestion—
which obviously is not so. Whereby we reach the
stage wherein the established party point of view,
being so seriously challenged as to set the party
into discussion, beeomes disputable as much through
inconsistency -among those in support as through
strength of challenge. It appears also as if a party
point of view may be coneéived of as of consistent
applieation over such a period of years as we have
covered as an organsation, and also that the general
prineiples which we hold to be identified with our
work as a party should be and should always have
been unmistakable, wholly reeognisable and, among
ourselves, forever agreed upon in full eontent. And
that appears reasonable, if it would only work out
so; but it doesn’t. It would be logical to suppose
a party was fully agreed on the prineiple first bind-
ing its adherents together, and upon the applieation
of that prineiple, else its members had mot come
togetherntnll.bntitupmhblytmeto-ythu
the binding principle in the first instance is only

| W

" the melting-pot.

dttracqve‘ featun. “The pnnciplu are worked out
later and are }ived over in time ‘and experience,
-'ums we fifld that while ‘we_have heen encouraging

amination of our text-books, ‘we have been at the
same time rounding out our own. education—to
whieh we see no end. Here it is worthy of remark
that whereas party controversy has ranged itself
around bur presentation in these colamns of philose-
phical and political matter, charging against the
trend of these a marked change from the accepted
past, our eontroversies have not yielded reeognition
of any new departures, in that sense, in matter that
has been presented in economics.

If further evidence were required as to differ
ences of outlook more or less identified with our gen
cral prineiples, in columns other:than these we find
furnished by one of our party members an interpre
tation of recent happenings in Russia which, we ven-
turd to say, would be hard put to find any support
at all among us. We have reference here to Com.

Lestor’s articl€’ in that connection recently publish-
ed in the O. B. U. Bulletin (Winnipeg), and al-
though we are loathe to be very critical of the efforts

in any direetion of anyone who has to endure the
hardship of socialist propaganda on the Canadian
prairie, particularly under S. P. of C. conditions,
we nevertheless disclaim Lestor’s expressed opin
ions in the article in question. It by no means fol
lows, of eourse, that the matter or method of eritic-
ism maliciously launched against him in" certain
quarters 8 viewed by us as commendable. Imitation,
it is said, is the sineerest form of flattery.” Poor im-
itation is often a form of idolatory. His eritics
would steal from Lestor his coveted failings and
turn these to their own use! This is a disgression.

With so much variety of opinién ameng our-
selves there would appear, therefore, to be good
ground for our holding that the party position is in
Our several writers’ opinions, all
put together with t}'nose of the party members, com-
prise what point of view we have, and in this we in:
clude in proprieforship those whom circumstances of
one sort or another have removed from actual per-
sonal contaet with us but who arethrough past
association, still actively of our kind.

It scarcely needs asserting that whatever atti-
tude we have taken in the years gone by has been
suitable to the circumstances,~insofar as these af-
fected its survival. At least that is so insofar as we
have been able to exist at all and to put forth effort,
effort which has certainly been felt even though we
really never have been at any time more than a
eorporal’s guard as a pélitical body. A view of our
position now prompts the question as to how far
party acceptance in whatever degree by the people
at large is to be eonsidered as influencing party
poliey, and how much that has to do with our pres-
ent controversies. It is apparent that the degree of
that aceeptance may influence party policy, because
it may become so negligible as to mean rejection, or
insufficient to encourage the possibility of organised
usefulness. Or do taetical considerations , apply
wherein it is conceived that complete isolation has
the sole merit of bringing to prominence ‘‘The
Straight Issue’’ point of view (using ‘‘R’s’’ phrase;
—please note we by no means mean to foist this in-
terpretation on to him), a point of view always
threatened with- being swamped if given into the
majority custody of the practical brethern? If the
masses even momentarily reject an adopted point of
view, and if it is the ease that the mass i8 never
wrong, as Harrington asserts and with whieh opin-
ion we agree, in what respect does that—by nega-
tively affecting membership of the party, its fin-
aneial support, its originized existence—in what re-
speet does that affect the survival and possible use-
fulness of the theoretieal structure of the party?

We gather that due to the attitude we adopted
here in B. C. in the last Provineial “election period
the impression has gone abroad that we have been

wﬁfnnyﬂlﬂmgmththohborpmws,withmm“
to amalgamation. Consequent upon that impression
themhunppnmtlybmlookod!vrtfnnkm'@
ment, an intisiate revelstion #thw-u- 2
verygemﬂynndemoodndthtﬁuhim rehoitln: dlbged phﬂmdah‘. thm alr

‘education among our fellows, and. invxting their ex-

tron'blc letmlly was to show enonch m
ahhtodnioue:oodworkint*eeh‘tﬁalﬁﬂ’
to hold ourulmﬁu!romumalamnmv&m
bodies, apontwnwevere able to take through the ~
goodwxlloftheothorbodien,mpledwhhuuw
regard they held as’ mueh for the qualities of our
candidates as for us as a party. We were not then *
and we are 20t now committed to the policies of any
other party, yet circumstances have given rise to the
“attitude,’”’ somewhat a change from the past, to
be sure, yet not wholly unpleasant. “The same eir-
cumstances, in the same way, will compel us to main-
tain that ‘‘attitude’” this winter by holding joint
meetings with the F. L. P. Neither they nor our-
selves appear able to hold eontinuous meetings alone.
This is perhaps reprehensible, but it is a fact

Here it is-worth noting. that while “‘C" eon-
tinues to press for reeognition by us of labor parties
in the political field, official recognition of their sta-

tus as working class bodies has been foreed from us. _

We are not so sure that we did not recognise them
2s such long ago, the while we denounced them for
not functioning praperly ‘as ‘wrking class bodies.
Nor is that privilege now denied us.

Looking forward to the year to come the path
ahead seems not very smooth for us. We have never
been given to boasting of our party strength; we
certainly have no eause to now. Our membership is
low and likewise our finances. Our crities hold that
the Clarion contains matter indigestible to the phil-
istine, and with that we agree. And to. that we
would add, it was ever thus. But meanwhile the
Jprocess seems to be to clear our own heads first and
attend to the philistine after. There is sense enough
in the intention, if the methods employed will do it.
One thing we can never do, and that is to superin-

tend an mte]lectnal closed shop. We don’t know

a heretie. .

ALBERTA NOTES.

’ Calgary
Businpss meeting of local Calgary, 8. P. of O, is
held every second Tuesday at 8 p.m.
Bconomiuch.uevu-y'ﬂmndayatap.m.
Address: 134a 9th Ave, West, Calgary, Alberta.
Everybody Welcome.

HERE AND NOW.

These days enthusiasm runs to the solving of
cross-word puzzles. Here and Now we are worrymg
over cuss-word puzzles. These totals represemt two
New cross—or cuss—words—if
there are any—have a elaim on our devotion :

Following $1 each: W. A. Blake, J. Jacob, J. Rob-
erts, A. Miller, J. Loheit, W. T. Grieves, J. W. Dar-
gie, W. J. Sim, C. Woolings, B. Foltz, G. Fitehett,
E. Jolinson, Geo. Paton, J. Olson, A. J. Beeny, Geo.
Bowden, R. Law, Jack Shepherd, H. Cottrell.

Following $2 each: C. Lestor, E. Fiala, H E.
Mills, H. W. Speed. '

H. Judd 50e; T. Uubill, ML A., $5; P. J. Den-
Outer $1.40; J. A. MeDonald $11.10; M. W. Smith
$7; H. Williams 50 cents. ' i

Above; Clarion subs. received from 14 Nov. to
11th Dec., inclusive, total $52.50.

issues in finanee.

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND.

Following $1 each: W. T. Grieves, H W. Spad,

Geo. Bowden, Jack Shepherd, J. C. Chrystal SR

M. W. Smith $3; F Cusack 50e. : =

Above, CMLF. receipts from 14th Nov. t? llti =~

Dee,, inclusive, total $8.50. : o
Noto:(ln_our last acknowld_aunt velctﬂqu
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