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Correspondence

.IHO

mg the Kins'* •mils among the clover 
in I rom o| I lie sheep, mill leaving I Item
10 trample in the irnls, mul mmimc the 
Imiil ns they eat off I lie clover crop.
11 is niiporlmil not lo now in (lie early 
nioinniK. or at any Unir when the 
standing plant is wel, or the seeds will 
mllinv to the clover mnl lie eaten l»y 
the sheep, instead of fidling to the 

Mi• Mind to In- trodden in,
Utliei instances of a similar elm meter 

may lie iinoled, hut as they only need 
some nioilihviition of the ineihod already 
explained, it may he enoiiKli to say that 
tolerably stiversslnl pastilles have liven 
formed on an old Sanloin, a worn out 
alfalfa plant, a three 01 four years’ lea, 
mid even on i lea i ha I ley and oat 
■tnhhles. without plowing or using any 
otliei implement than the harrow, the 
seed harrow and the roller.

w K Giutm
( /\i /•<• ( 'iiHfiinifii.)

J*
Humus Necessary

In old vountrirs, where the soil is 
wont out, the use of fertilisers must he 
legal-led as a necessary expense in the 
production ot crops, hut it is even still 
more essential to see that the soil is 
supplied with organic matter, producing 
humus Fertilizers will not furnish this 
necessary material; it can only he pro
vided by dressings of farmyard man 
me, plowing in green crops, and putting 
on material ol a bulky organic char

Jt
Water in Crops

It is interesting to relied that as it 
pointed out in an American paper, more 
" atei i sold by fannei s than any othei 
substance, mid brings a higher price 
m proportion to cost than any other 
material A crop of green clover con 
tains 1,(100 lbs of water per ton, and 
when a ton of dry clover is carted to 
market as much as 200 lbs of the load 
consists of water. V very 100 lbs. of 
milk contain about 87 lbs. of water, and 
the farmyard manure which is spread 
over the livids is more than one half 
water No matter how dry the hay 
crop may be (join the farmer's point of 
view, there is a considerable quantity 
of water in it. The farmer sells this 
water, and the more water hr can sell 
the laiget his protit, as the nitrogenous
and mineral matte» taken from the soil
by the plants is a direct loss unless the 
price at which the crop is sold is suffi
ciently large to reimburse the farmer 
for Ins loss of plant food, as well as 
afford him a prolit. Mark J.anc Kx-

J»
The Soil for Sugar Beets

Good yields of beets can only be 
obtained on land that is in a good state 
of fertility. Soils that are naturally 
poor or are worn out by continuous 
cropping arc not adapted to sugar lvcts; 
a judicious system of working up such 
land should be commenced by applies 
turn of farm manure or voimpvrcial 
fertilisers and by cultivation >-t crops 
in regular rotation. Farmyard manure 
is preferably applied to the crop pre
ceding beets or it applied directly to 
the beets, always in the fall before the 
land is plowed, so that the manure may 
ho thoroughly decomposed in the early 
summer. It will then readily yield tip 
its store of fertilizing ingredients to the 
beet roots when these are ready to make 
use there.'!. Green manuring by means 
of leguminous crops is advocated by 
some writers, for the purpose of increas
ing the humus and nitrogen content of 
the soil, but where sufficient live stock 
is kept to consume most of the rough 
tee.! produced on the farm, it is, in gen
era!. under ordinary farm conditions 
in this state, a better plan to feed the 
crop' to farm stock and take good care 
of the manure produced by the stock.

Favura the 1'ercheron
I lie Fditui" l ilt-: h aiimini, WiUtt.n:

In youi issue id April 1st there is an 
"bhuml whose meaning m apparently 
lli.il Hu- Clydesdale is a very superior 
horse to iho Percheron for flic farmer. 
Vont chief objection i,, the latler breed 
" ms in he in the methods employed

by .... - n ntiki cs, ...... rs ol price
light vis," etc , in introducing n into the 
country. Much as we may dislike these
II it-11 mils, it is still open to maintain that 
they do nut necessarily reflect discredit 
upon the I'm lieion, and that ipnle apart 
I tout any methods there may he room 
m Canada tor both breeds.

I may any that my own experience 
lias been tavoraide to the Percheron. 
I haw found them to lie faster walkers, 
better travellers, easier keepers and 
more spirited than the Clyde, and those 
t" whom I have spoked in this neigh 
horhood give expression to the same 
opinion. I In- allow mentioned qualities 
seem io nu- in lie very essential ones 
in a farm horse. I should like to see 
an expression of opinion front your 
readers in regard to the comparative 
merits of the two breeds from the iai 
titers' standpoint, a plain, dispassionate 
and unprejudiced comparison by those 
who have used both.

ti. M. IIaU.AVIIV.
Brantford, Unt.

J»
Spring Farm Improvement* 

Filitor, F it k Fanm i no W'oNt.ii :
Aliy one who lias travelled much, 

and visited farmers' homes at this sea
son of tin- year, cannot but he struck 
by the difference in appearance of their 
yards and surroundings. You may go 
io "u<- form where everything Ï • m at 
and attractive, suggesting care and 
thought fulness on the part of the owner, 
and then go to flic next door neighbor, 
only to find Ins yard tilled with all man
ner <<{ dirt ; such as broken boards, and 
small pieces of logs, broken down fences 
and hall swung gates, his sleighs and 
wagons standing scattered here and 
there, when a day or probably less, 
given at tins season would put these 
tilings hi their proper places, have Ins 
fences improved, and all rubbish, which 
is sure to accumulate during winter 
months, piled m a heap and burned.

F very public school has a certain day 
in every year set apart for the purpose 
of cleaning the school yard and plant 
mg ffowns and trees, which greatly 
add* to its appearaiu c V by should
not farmers adopt a similar plan, and 
take more pride in beautifying their 
homes. Many a farm home to day, could 
be greatly improved by the planting of 
a few trees, and shrubs which otherwise 
look neglected and barren 

lu almost every town and city prizes 
arc awarded by some horticultural or 
other society for the host kept and most 
artistic home and lawn. This stimulates 
a competitive spirit among the people, 
and makes them take more pride in their 
homes, h\ not allowing their next door 
neighbor to get ahead of them and 
get these prizes. If some such plan 
were adopted in the country, where,
1 think, it would work equally as well, 
wc would in a short time have more 
beautiful country homes in our fair 
Dominion. J. II. Stark.
Petcrboro Co., Ont.

*
How Railways Assist Agriculture

Kditor Tin* Farming World:
Next to the Governments of the 

country there arc probably no cor
porate interests so much interested in 
the country's prosperity and develop
ment as the transportation companies 
and especially is this true when these 
companies hold large land grants.

An investigation of the development 
policy of over eighty nr more import 
•nit railways reveals the fact that a 
great deal of quiet and effective work 
loi the encouragement of agriculture 
and slock raising is bring done by 
most ol these great corporations.

Nearly all the roads are active hi 
securing immigration for their terri 
lory and in locating industrial enter 
prises. To tins end they either have 
a special industrial comtttissioii or 
some one ol their general officers 
gives Ins attention to the subject and 
when H ci unes to the encouragement 
of agriculture the following are the

jo railways give assistance to the 
marketing of products grown along 
their lands; H railways employ special 
agiii ''il'" •11 agi tits; u railways co
operate with the stale colleges and 
experimental stations in aiding agri- 
* nltnral education; u railways en
courage seed improvement; to rail
way* promote agricultural conven
tions: (i railways rim special educa
tional trams; ,| railways introduce 
pille bred stock; 5 railways own de
monstration farms, 0 railways print 
ami distribute bulletins; 2 railways 
run a pick up car service; (1 railways 
give special care to encourage stock 
raising; 4 railways subscribe for and 
distribute agricultural papers.

Such is the record ol the railways 
of the United States. Our Canadian 
railways have, ns almost every one 
knows, done an immense amount of 
advertising (or Canada and some of 
them have done much to assist in 
practical agricultural development.

F. W. Hudson,
1-ive Stuck Commissioner.

Ottawa, Out.
J»

Soil Bacteria
Most farmers arc now pretty well 

acquainted with the fact that our soils 
arc full of microbes of various kinds, 
and that their presence is absolutely 
necessary to prepare the raw mineral 
or inanuria I material in the same for 
the use of the plants. It lias often hap
pened that a soil has been fairly fer
tile, and of a desirable texture, but yet 
it only grows inferior crops, and the rea
son given is that it must lie deficient 
m the niv< star) inteimediate ba< t< 1 iai 
life. The inoculation of the soil with 
such is therefore now recognized as one 
of the coming necessary operations of 
farming, and though wc are only emerg
ing now from the experimental stage, 
yet we are within sight of great de 
yelopments in our ideas of manuring. 
The progress of this system of soil 
inoculation received a serious backset 
a few years ago from the failure of 
“nitrogen"—a German preparation of 
suitable bacteria but bettei ways and 
means arc now adopted of sending out 
the same, and experiments conducted 
m IhiiIi Germany and the United States 
prove that immense benefits are to be 
derived from its use. The principal 
trials have been made with leguminous 
plants, because it has been found that 
certain nodules on the roots of these 
arc necessary for their nutrition, and 
that these nodules are the outgrowth 
from the presence of certain bacteria, 
which bacteria can now be added arti
ficially when the soil is deficient in the 
same. It is found that if the seed of 
beans, peas, clover, lucerne, vetches, 
etc., is dressed each with its own pre
paration—costing from 4s. to 6s. per 
acre—-that full crops can be obtained ; 
in the case of clover a good plant re
mains where formerly the "sickness” 
wiped it out.—Prof. McConnell in 
"The Dairy.”


