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vigorates them for their service. It is said of the
Lord, ‘“ He shall drink of the brook in the way "
(Ps. cx. 7). When He thus drank, ‘ He sted-
fastly set His face to go to Jerusalem," the scene
of His agony and death (Luke ix. 51). Thereis
nothing that so trammels the action of the Chris-
tian in his testimony, as taking his ease, and
settling down in the enjoyment of the earthly bless-
ings which the providence of God bestows upon
him, instead of simply tasting them by the way.
The Christianity of the present day, boweth down
upon the knees to drink ; it gives thanks, it may
be, to God, but sees, in the earthly blessings, the
object and end of its piety ; whereas, the witnesses
for God, just take as much as will enable them to
continue on their journey. These three hundred,
who lapped the water as a dog lappeth, drinking
what the hand carried to the mouth, were not only
the devoted, but the humble ones, They remind
one of the poor Syrophenician woman, who, when
compared to a dog, repli:d, “ Yes Lord,” happy
to be dependent only on His grace (Mark vii. 28).
God wants devoted yet humble witnesses.

These men took in their hands their trumpets,
symbols of testimony, but they also took their
victuals (ver. 8). We cannot overcome without
being fed, of which Israel was a proof under the
terrible yoke of Midian who left them without
sustenance. :

Before the engagement, Gideon himself was
called to undergo two personal experiences which
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